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1. Introduction

Events that provide information are considered news. However, the extent of information that
is delivered depends on the timeliness and the proximity of the reader, listeners and viewers.
Newsis provided on a daily basis. It helps to enhance our knowledge about world events. In other
words, news works as an eye opener that broadens our views as well as perceptions regarding
various occurrences. In simple words, news is something that upholds information about the
world we live in.

The importance of news was never same if we take a look at the past. It has changed because
of the influence of globalisation. There is no denying that globalization has injected awareness
among the general masses to know more about what is going on nationally as well as
internationally. In such a situation, news or the media industry took a step forward so that this
expectation of knowing more of general masses is fulfilled. Therefore the kind of journalism or
reporting we now have is very different from the past. This is because journalists now need to
know what are the events taking place nationally and internationally. Now the journalists are
facing more pressure than ever before to report both national and international news almost fast
as the internet. The progress of media industry is increasing as the motto behind journalism has
changed, because now journalists are more concerned about how to deliver news by making it
not only informative, but also visually appealing. This is because of the advent of color
television and the internet within the last few decades.

I had a very simple vision for choosing “Media and Cultural Studies” as my concentration. I
always wanted to become a writer. However, I wanted to be a writer who delivers rational
information and insights about many issues. I wanted to do this, because for the betterment of an

underdeveloped country like Bangladesh, we all need to know and explore various sectors to
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broaden our vision. Such sectors can be culture, society, law and order etc. Therefore, in my
view journalism is the best way to fulfil my wish, and interning at a newspaper office was the
best way to do it. This is why I preferred to intern at a newspaper office. I gained valuable
experience by the time I completed the internship.

As I have already mentioned my goal, it is obvious that in order to pursue it, my intention
was to do an internship at a well-known newspaper. Therefore, The Daily Star was my first
priority. It is not only ranked as one of the top newspapers in Bangladesh, but it is also popular
worldwide. The newspaper is known for its neutral stand regarding all kinds of occurrences. The

Daily Star works with solid information despite external influences, both political and financial.
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2. A Brief History of The Daily Star

Founded by Syed Mohammad Ali on January 14, 1991- The Daily Star stated its journey as
the first English-language newspaper in Bangladesh. The newspaper established credibility
among the readers by promoting a neutral and broad vision as an independent newspaper.
However, it is mandatory to mention that during the early nineties the newspaper saw
Bangladesh going through a crisis; as the phase was the transitional period of restoring
parliamentary democracy. Therefore, the newspaper had both the opportunity as well as the
pressure to establish itself as a neutral entity.

As time has passed, The Daily Star became known as one of the leading English newspapers.
It has taken a long term responsibility to show public opinions by strengthening them with facts
and legitimate reasons. The newspaper holds the pride of promoting news as an independent
entity. It has kept the slogan “People’s Right to Know” as their motto for the past 25 years.

The Editor Mahfuz Anam is the head of the newspaper. He has the authority to affiliate
himself with the policy making process. Moreover under his supremacy the newspaper leads
news, reporting and editorial units. Also the newspaper has various sections such as News,
Reporting, Sports, Business, Editorial, Metropolitan, National Page, Star Weekend Magazine,
Law and Our Rights, Lifestyle, Culture, Online, Establishment, Circulation, Advertisement,
Computer Operator and Reading Section. These sections are headed by Editors, and they are

responsible for the news that is published in their respective sections.
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3. Working at The Daily Star

Every experience has its own story, and mine is no different. My internship at The Daily
Star has provided me many opportunities to learn new things. I was able to understand how
different it is to intern at a newspaper office rather than just taking journalism classes. I was able
to experience the process of publishing news, learn to do various kind of work as well as get
introduced to new and interesting people. While I was taking media courses, my activities and
tasks were just between me and my lecturer or professor. However, in a newspaper agency as a
journalist one has to deal with the editors of his/her respective department, their opinions as well

as the newspapers’ protocols.

At The Daily Star, 1 was interning at the Arts and Entertainment department. The
department is bestowed with the responsibility of publishing the news of Bangladeshi culture and
heritage as well as international glamour and news. The department is not just about celebrities,
it also provides news about every aspect of Bangladeshi culture and heritage, how various events
and activities (Bengal Music fest and folk fest) are introduced by blending them with new and
fresh ideas. To keep up with the globalised world with a degree of maturity, an entertainment
journalist needs to be very keen and fast about how Bangladesh and the whole world is running
towards success. Therefore, journalism in the entertainment sector is fun as well as tough for a

journalist when it comes to providing news.

The Daily Star Arts and Entertainment department is run by seven members:

1. The Arts and Entertainment Editor: this individual is the in charge of the department and all

the news items that are published in the page, under her supremacy. She has the authority to
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decide which news items will be published, as well as editing news and representing the
Daily Star’s Arts and Entertainment page.

Sub-Editor: has the responsibility of editing reports by the staff correspondents, news
collected from the web or international newspapers and news portals. He also cross-checks
translated press releases.

Three reporters: The responsibilities of the three reporters are different from each other as
one of them prepares reports based on international affairs, one of them collects news about
Bangladeshi celebrities and media news, and another one covers various entertainment based
events that represent Bangladeshi culture and heritage.

Two photographers: both the photographers are versatile in terms of their activities as they do
both; cover events as well as photo shoots of celebrities.

Page designer: the task of the page designer is to design the page according to the editor's

instructions. Later the page is checked by the Graphics Department.

In terms of the pattern of writing, The Daily Star does not strictly follow the British style of
writing. For example, words like, “organize”, “advice”, “colour” are not always written
following British spelling. They are liberal as long as the write-up delivers proper and important
mews. On the other hand, for academic papers we were asked to strictly follow British spelling.

This made me realise that the pattern of writing for a newspaper is quite different from academic

writing.

During my first two weeks, I was mostly assigned the task of translating press releases, a
few interviews and obituaries. Most of the time my translated write ups were published as TV
caption or Bytes; an interview and an obituary were also published. The interview was of singer

KalpanaAnam and the obituary was published as a tribute to the noted writer Syed Mujtaba Ali.
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The one-on-one interview was taken over the phone; on the other hand, the obituary was based
on internet research with the motive of making the write up informative. During this process I
was able to apply the knowledge that I have acquired from courses like English for the Print
Media, Editing, Translation Studies and Cultural Studies. I became familiar with the two ways in
which I can prepare an interview write-up (Question-Answer and Narrative style), because |
learned it in the English for the Print Media course. The Translation Studies course helped me
decide which press release needed a sense for sense translation and which press release needed a
word for word translation. The Cultural Studies course helped me to understand how mass
culture can turn into popular culture. Valentine’s Day in an example of a mass culture turning
into a popular culture.

While doing the translation, interviews and research I was introduced to the writing
methods of The Daily Star. The writing style of every write up was different from each other.
This gave me an idea of how various styles of writing differ from one another.

Moreover, keeping the word limit in mind, cross-checking, double checking, recording,
writing and upholding an important statement or pointing out the key words in a news story, and
ensuring the news is true are the important ingredients in terms of preparing a write up for 7The
Daily Star, especially for the Arts and Entertainment section.

Word limit is a very crucial element for a report. Every word is important if it can
provide news. This is why it should be kept in mind that not all the information that is gathered
should be included in an article. An article has to be very precise and compact with only
important information, or else excessive information will make the write up vague and pointless.
Interview based write ups or obituaries are mostly consist of 250-300 words, whereas TV

captions and bytes consist of 50-100 words.
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There are situations where the reporter needs to jewel up the speaker’s point of view so
that the intention of the speaker does not get misunderstood. This is why we were instructed to
only write the truth without violating the speaker’s intentions.

Press releases that are provided are mostly written in Bangla. Later they need to be
translated into English within the given word limit. On the plus side, the interviewee mostly
speaks in Bangla. This puts every reporter in a situation where he/she has to come up with proper
word crafting for the write ups. In such situations I was able to use the knowledge that I acquired
from the Editing course. Due to taking Editing course, I was able to omit the unwanted
information and make a piece shorter and more precise, but at the same time turn it into an
informative report. Although editing was difficult for me since I did not know what information
to keep, and what to ignore, later the sub-editor pointed out a few tricks and tips, and these

helped me edit my own write ups.

Writing for the Arts and Entertainment page was very exciting. This provided me the

opportunities I needed in order to explore our culture and entertainment sector to a great extent.
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4. Interview

There are a few key points that are needed to be kept in our mind while taking an

interview they are the following:

I. The interviewer introducing him or herself at the beginning of the interview.

II. Elaborate the purpose of the interview.

III. Explain the interviewing method to the source if the source is unfamiliar with it. For
example, if the interviewer wants to voice record the interview, he/she has to let the source know

that, and take the source’s permission before recording the interview.

IV. Let the source know how much time the interview will take.

V. Try to keep the interview as short as possible.

VI. Ensure the questions asked to the source are competent to answer.

VII. Give ample time to the source to reply.

VIIL. In case of complex or vague answers, ask the source to clarify.

IX. Read the answers if requested or paraphrase complicated answers so that they become

simpler.

X. Give importance to the answers that would concern the readers, and try to get more

information on those issues.
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XI. Avoid lecturing, arguing or debating with the source.

XII. Abide by requests of the source; for no attribution, background only or off-the-record
information.

At The Daily Star 1 was assigned to interview a lot of people. However, it was not always
possible to do every assignment, because there were times when the interviewees were not
available for the interview. They were either out of town or they were shooting a movie or a
drama, or they were at a meeting. Most of the interviews were taken over the phone, and most of
them were one on one interview.

After the interview, we had to ensure that we have the latest picture of the person, if not;
the photo journalists would arrange a photo shoot for them. Pictures are important in the “Arts
and Entertainment” section because there are lots of fans who want to see the most recent image
of their favourite celebrity. Moreover, pictures are the way to introduce new faces who might
turn out to be popular celebrities. This in a way is good for both the celebrities as well as the
newspaper.

The “Arts and Entertainment” section is very important for most of the celebrities as they
provide exposure to them. It is the glamour world we were dealing with. This is why we had to
ensure that all our interviews were interesting, filled with the latest news of the celebrities and
had colourful and vibrant pictures of their lives and experiences.

Interning at the “Arts and Entertainment” section has made me realise that we had to
work ahead of time. There were various events going on, and to provide the news we had to
interview a lot of artists (dancers) before the events took place. For example, I was assigned to

take interviews of various artists during the 1st national Dance-Drama festival. Those interviews
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were combined by the sub-editor, and later they were published as a single report, which was
prepared by the sub-editor himself.

Upcoming special occasions were another reason why interviews were taken. We used to
have meetings about the upcoming events, and based on those meetings we were assigned tasks.
I was assigned to interview Tahsan and Mithila for Valentine’s Day; I had to interview Shakila
Zafar and Emdadul Hoque for the upcoming Pahela Baishkh. During this process we were asked
to prepare our news items before the deadlines, so that there was enough time to review those

news items and publish only the best among them.

Here are few of my interviews that were published in the newspaper.

A tale of two sisters

LAILA HASAN AND DAISY AHMED

A CORRESPONDENT

Star siblings Laila Hasan and Daisy Ahmed
are an upbeat duo. Laila a well known dancer
and actor, is married to veteran actor Hasan
Imam, while Daisy Ahmed, wife of noted
actor Bulbul Ahmed, is a singer and actress.
Laila and Daisy shared little known tidbits
about their grem bonding:

Where did you spend your childhood?

Laila Hasan: We are seven siblings.
Though we grew up in Dhaka, we staved in
various places before we settled down here,
hecause of our father's profession

What is the relationship like between
you twol

Daisy Ahmed: I am closer to her than my
other brother and sisters, as we are immedi-
ate siblings, We used to do everything
together, though we did have arguments
every once in a while. Even today, we share
the same taste in clothing and many other
things

Any childhood story you want to share?

Laila Hasan: My sister used to be skinny
and I was the chubby one. While sitting in a
rickshaw she always re 1 10 keep me on
her lap and vice versa. We still enjoy a good
laugh when we recall those times,

Have either of you received a scolding
on account of the other?
Taila Hacan: Sinee onre chilidhoed che hac

always been a good student. | was constantly

scolded because of this,

Daisy Ahmed: My sister was known as the

calm and quiet one. She always wanted to
r5, which | never liked. [ used

share my dre:

tev vt a tharsnnh cralding froom mne mathar

5 A =
PHOTO: RIDWAN ADID RUPON
because of my furious reactions.

Why did one of you choose to be a
singer and the other a dancer?

Daisy Ahmed: | chose singing over danc-
ing because Laila is more energetic and

enthuciaetic Plie cinaing tabes lece nhawical

effort

What do you like most about your sis-
terd

Laila Hasan: Her spirituality. Since our
childhood, | have appreciated her spiritality
and her caring temperament which bound
all of us in a common thread.

Daisy Ahmed: Her down-io-earth behav-
jour amazes me. She is caring and loving
even though she is very much an introvent

‘What is your view regarding new genera-
tion dancers and are you still linked with
dancing?

Laila: 1 hold a very positive view because
the new generation is very advanced and
keen to explore. Moreover, now | am advisor
of Bangladesh Nritya Shilpi Shangstha plus |
maintain a dance woop that performs in
various places.

How did you join acting? Are you still
working?

Draisy: | started acting during my college
days, Subsequently, the interest kept growing
as | studied Bengali literature. After getting
married, | got the oppontunity to work for
my husband's production house. Eventually 1
got associated with various projects produced
by various organisers. Recently, | have
worked in various series such as "Aw er
golpo®, "Pogga Paromita®, “House Full”,
“Radio Chocolate” and others. Other than
thar T rerfiem 3t Raneladiech Retar ae well
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VALENTINE'S DAY

Musings with Tahsan-Mithila

A Correspondent

0oe

It was music that connected two souls in one string: they fell in love, got married and now have
a beautiful baby together. The story of multifaceted artistes Tahsan and Mithila is no less than
a modern day fairytale, The ple opened up about their life. on and beyond work, to The
Daily Star - ahead of Valentine's Day.

How will you introduce each other to the world?

Tahsan: After knowing her for eleven years, [ will int re Mithila through the different
shades of her persona, My love has changed as Mithila became my wife and changed again
when she became the mother of my child. Every role carrie: hade that iz different f
another, and my love g ger as that continues to evolve,

simple and emot 1 human being. The best part is he is
ho loves music and his parents,

rved persom,

What is the one thing about you two that most people don't know?

of us, Therefore, we try to celebrate tho ays beforehand.

Mithila: He iz a great partner in terms of mental support, However, | work a little faster than

rk in a calm, composed manner,

@ What were the biggest ups and downs

-
[y vou've been through together in your
MIRZAP®RE relationship?

Tahsan: There are =0 many storie: are; maybe [ would take
time and share them on my autobiography!

Mithila: Mostly, the problems we have faced is because of me
being an extrovert and him being an introvert -- which kind of
sums up both the root of our problems, and their solutions.,

Is there any treat for your fans on the occasion of
Valentine's Day?

e is a title track
nel will

hona” and the other
play themed “Kache Ashar Golpe

thiz Valentine's Day there won't be anything

Zahrall

MORE FROM INTERVIEW
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I enjoy Pahela Baishakh more than other festivities...
Shakila Zafar

Shakila Zafar - a name that has brightened the country’s musical arena with her lovely voice. The diva has not just fascinated listeners through her magical singing, but also with
her persona, beauty and style. Shakila Zafar shared her perspective and plans for the upcoming Pohela Baishakh with The Daily Star.

Zaima Zahra

119 What is your view of Pahela Baishakh?
»Q0

Shakila: [ love Pahela Baishakh, because I feel we do not get enough oppurtunity to celebrate

e our culture and in my view even if [ don't celebrate Pahela Baishakh I enjoy seeing people
having fun on this precious oceasion. Such celebrations only show how we are growing
stronger and more versatile culturally.

How do you celebrate Pahela Baishakh?

Shakila: [ enjoy Pahela Baishakh more than all other celebrations, I try to follow the customs
and traditions of Pahela Baishakh, such as sending dahi-chira (yogurt and flattend rice) with
gifts to my neighbours and friends, Some of my neighbours send me Panta [lish and many
mare delicacies. Throughout the day my neighbours and 1 organise breakfast, lunch and
dinner; which makes our day special.

What is the special dish you are planning to cook for Pahela Baishakh?

Shakila: I will not lie but 1 cook well (laughs). People appreciate my cooking and I enjoy that a
lot. So for Pahela Baishakh I am planning to cook khuchuri, hilsha fish and few more fish-
based items,

What attire and accessories have you lined up for this occasion?

Shakila: For Pahela Baishakh [ have decided
1o stick with the Bengali look. [ love white-red
(Garaad Saris. So my plan is to wear something
on those lines. Plus at home, [ prefer not to
wear make up; so just moisturiser, lipstick and kajol is good
enough, However, if there is any party then I will definitely
wear make up. As for my hair, a bun set off with a flower is the
best option.
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1240

FLAST M0N0 EL:

il 100, 2

"Our channels cannot cater enough entertainment"...
Shahidul Alam Sachchu

Faima Zahra

20e

fru has been a close
arena. He reca
e elecironic medla wish The Dafly Star,

bils Inslghts |
How do you view the new generation of drama series?

Sachchu: take Nt a
technlcallties, [would

Ing. comtent and T
orisnarty talensed
ap ba the large
¥ That s why we do =a
0 be more precise, sidlled personned In e
1o COME LTS,

What is your take on satelliie TV channels in comparison with our
Incal TV chapneds, in terms of our viewers' preference?

T local TV
o draw the

E FROM INTERVIEW

y our TW and Alm d@rectors are iryn

aof vlawers |s not proportl i effort provided by the TW chanmels, which Is very alarming.
AmasterTul visual
Do you think the chaneels’ palicy on TVC is Aawed? storyreller

Sachchu: TV channed cwners should nteract more wiih the K

be 3 dlscussion I 4 Bhuhan Majhi bas had
for owr social condext and age. Moreover, time allocation Is profound impact an me -
Impartant because 1Fa sho ICs, ' Paramkbrata
dismapied and tough oy N oudcome § L

micd by hroagcasting
wars requiremsnt

up with some strateglas that wi
SOUrCEs 50 that we can balance
and sponsors’.

“Ome can't take

songwriting as
: L. . profession in
Any tips T NEWCHMErs whio want (o join the industry? Hangladesh™
Sachchu: I will be great 1 ihe
In e such as FIME p | Youths huy hooks ihe
Learming. Plus, ans can joln U= craws thal provide iraining for newcnmess, mast: Hasan Layedi

What are you working on currenily?

Sachchu: [ am working in a sats
tha maoade “Purn

Ik show for HTY: 3 dafty soap called <Joyita

md working for the saquel of
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5. Press Releases

Coming across press releases every day is a very common phenomenon while interning at
a newspaper office. In every news media press releases are the rations. It is impossible to think
of a newspaper without press releases.

The birth of press releases states a story of a young man named Ivy Lee. His wrote a
response to a train wreck on October 28th, 1906, in Atlantic City, N.J that caused deaths of more
than 50 people. He convinced the railroad to issue a statement about what had transpired. Since
then, he set in motion a practice for companies to address issues that are important to news
agencies such as The New York Times, or, in that case the railroad, to offer an explanation about
the occurrence. In this situation, The New York Times was said to be so awed by Lee’s releases
that the newspaper printed it exactly word for word. Some things are never old; so are press
releases. Just like the ways of using technologies, the ways of gathering news have changed.
Press releases are still sent by various organisations that are as helpful as Lee’s time. Lee’s idea
of the press release was revolutionary. This is appreciated even today in the world of journalism.

In the Arts and Entertainment section of The Daily Star, most of the press releases were
sent by various organisations to the media addressing ongoing as well as upcoming events,
conferences, announcements etc. In the beginning of my internship days I was mostly assigned to
translate press releases from either Bangla to English or English to Bangla.

Press releases were mostly written in Bangla. There were a few English press releases too.

Following are the press releases (original and modified versions) that were translated and

condensed by me. These were published in The Daily Star.
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PRESS RELEASE

"LIGHT, DARK, SPACE", a solo exhibition of paintings by Md TOKON

31 JANUARY to 21 FEBRUARY, 2015

Bengal Art Lounge is pleased to announce the inauguration of “Light, Dark, Space”, a solo
exhibition of paintings by New York based artist Md TOKON, on Saturday 31 January at
6pm. Noted artist Mr. Monirul Islam, and Ms. Ann McConnell, Director, American Center,

Embassy of the United States of America will jointly inaugurate the exhibition.

Md TOKON's paintings are pure abstractions, and his style makes great emphasis of color. The
painter proceeds by layers: each new coat of color he adds to the canvas brings a new dimension
to the overall result, rendering it more complex or, depending on the viewer's perspective,
simpler. His work has been variously linked to great artistic currents of the past such as

Romanticism, Impressionism or Abstract Expressionism.

Md TOKON's images cannot be grasped at a glance; they require an active engagement from the
viewer. Consenting to that effort is a highly rewarding experience, for the painter aims at Beauty

— which perhaps explains why critiques sometimes use the term “spiritual” to describe his work.

Md TOKON lives and works in the United States, where he has attended the prestigious Art
Students League of New York — an institution which counts the likes of Mark Rothko and Cy
Twombly in its alumni. His work also has deep roots in Bangladesh. To the artist's own
admission, the palette he uses is often a tribute to the incredible tonalities of the motherland. The
poesy of his compositions hints at the long tradition of abstract painting in the country and the

work of the late Mohammad Kibria for example.
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“Light, Dark, Space” offers a dialogue between East and West, between the Modern and the
Contemporary. It is a pleasure for Bengal Art Lounge to propose this highly meaningful
exhibition to the public. To interview the artist, or to have a press tour of the exhibition please

contact: artlounge@bengalfoundation.org / 02-989.5135

Md. Tokon's solo exhibit opens

é% www.thedallystar.net

Staff Comespondant

“Light, Dark, Space™, a solo exhibition of paintings by New York-based ariist Md Tokon, opened on January 31 at the
Bengal Art Lounge. Md Tokon's paintings are pura absiractions, and his style makes great amphasis of calor. The
painter procaads by kayars: aach new coat of color he adds to the canvas brings a new dimansion to the ovarall
result. His work has been variously linked to great artistic cumrents of the past such as Romanticism, Impressionism

or Abstract Expressionism.
The exhibition remains open till February 21.

Copyright:

Any unauthorised use or reproduction of The Daily Star content for commercial purposes ks sirictly prohibited and
constitutes copyright infringemeant Rable to lagal action.


mailto:artlounge@bengalfoundation.org
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There were lots of translations required for Bangla press releases. Most of the press
releases were very detailed and lengthy. So it was a tricky job to turn a 300-350 word press

release into a 50-100 word write-up. A few of the examples are given below-

O] W SIS

37T 8 A 7337 NI G5, TGP IR [FIS 5 FoIE@1| FMa FEE i

@A 357 @ Tid FiEs 9t @R Ty ofkw eao $ 36 i@t 3@

S OIF 1 @] 9 MId AT T @ 900 5IRE G 7S I

O (74T /IO (@O 7! AR 1R 31 w2 M@ ¢ MIes s (i d|
sl URIAE ored e AR (el its IR Q3917 ([ R3rer SaiEs i =i
ST 3 AT R FeT00 M| MR (1o (@Ie8 R Af 932 1S @@ I S G|

i fAcss ARt e vE ¢ 93 TS EIwR fMRIEs Tl @@ =1 <

NG- OFq g fAafiaary Gl wetes m ¢ 3’| R @FiEs o917  ft

ATIBITA! FCEHRA TSR IAA «1Y| (YR bR@ A7 FERA et et

ARE] ¢ PP, I FOI1 71 A Tf ¢o WG Ar=lel Gieifexi dpifto @ yff|

Out of the World on Maasranga
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A Correspondent

Tele-film “Out of the World” will be telecast tonight at 7:50pm on Maasranga Television.
Written by Shibly Noman and directed by Mizanur Rahman Labu, the telefilm depicts the story
of two friends — the introverted Sayem and extroverted Riaz. Sayem talks with a girl named
Dihan with his friend Riaz’s help. Later, Riaz pretends to be Syem as he falls in love with Dihan

when they meet.

Nisho, Urmila and Sabbir play the lead role in the tele-film.
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Dhallywood actor Arifin Shuvoo is going to tie the knot on this upcoming February 16" with
Arpita Samaddar. Fashion designer Arpita Samadddar is from Kolkata who works for a

multinational company in Dhaka. Shuvoo shares, they met a year ago and now they are getting
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married with the blessings of their families. He is staying at Kolkata now as there will be a

celebration with family members organized by Samaddar’s family.

At The Daily Star 1 came across various press releases. Some were impressive and some
dreadful. It was very tough for the sub-editors to edit the dreadful press releases. They had to
work on those press releases to ensure the standards of The Daily Star. Translating those press

releases was a big challenge.

"The Lead": The most important info
Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
Approximately 30 words (1-2 thin paragraphs)
May include a"hook" (provocative quote or question)

"The Body": The crucial info
Argument, Controversy, Story, Issue
Evidence, background, details, logic, etc.

Quotes, photos, video, and audio that
support, dispute, expand the topic

"The Tail": extra info
Interesting/Related items

May include extra context
In blogs, columns, and
other editorials: the
assessment of the
journalist

Fig 1.The Inverted Pyramid.

Keeping the important points and omitting the less important information based on the
inverted pyramid structure were the main factors that I kept in mind while editing the press

releases.
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6. TV Caption

Writing TV captions was the most common task I was assigned to do while interning at
The Daily Star. TV captions are basically a brief description of television programs (such as:
Tele-films, drama serials etc.) for the next day or any upcoming day. TV captions are prepared
on the basis of emails, press releases or other supplements such as invitation cards provided by
the television channels. Therefore the task of writing TV captions was either translation based (I

had to translate from Bangla to English) or summarize a large write up sent by the TV channels.

Basically, the TV captions deliver what the show is about and information about the
producer, director and the actors. A TV caption is about a TV show contains the date and time of
the show will be aired, the gist of the show and the name of the TV channel that will broad cast

the show.

Here are some of the TV captions given below:

Mehghey Dhaka Shohor

Dolly Johur, Parveen Sultana Diti, Azmeri Haque Badhon and Urmila Srabonti Kar will share
television screen for the first time in a drama serial named Meghey Dhaka Shohor, written by
Rudra Mahfuz with the directorial lead of new comer Sakhwat Manik the shooting of this drama

serial has started recently at Uttara which will be broadcast by a private television channel.
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Out of the World on Maasranga

B www.thedailystar.net

Telefilm “Out of the World” will be telecast tonight at 7:50pm on Maasranga Television. Written by Shibly Noman and
directed by Mizanur Rahman Labu, the telefilm depicts the story of two friend introvert Sayem and extrovert Riaz,
whara Sayem talks with a gid namad Dihan with his friend Riaz's help. Later Riaz pretends to be Syem as he falls in
lowe with Dihan when they meet.

Basad on this story ine Nisho, Urmila and Sabbir will play tha lead role.
Copyright:

Any unauthorised use or reproduction of The Daily Star content for commercial purposes ks sirictly prohibited and
constitutes copyright infringeament Rable to lagal action.

Out of the World on Maasranga

A Correspondent

Tele-film “Out of the World” will be telecast tonight at 7:50pm on Maasranga Television.
Written by Shibly Noman and directed by Mizanur Rahman Labu, the telefilm depicts the story

of two friends — the introverted Sayem and extroverted Riaz. Sayem talks with a girl named
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Dihan with his friend Riaz’s help. Later, Riaz pretends to be Syem as he falls in love with Dihan

when they meet.

Nisho, Urmila and Sabbir plays the lead role in the tele-film.

Ek Din ChhutiHobey on NTV

A Correspondent

Drama-serial “Ek Din Chhuti Hobey” will air tonight at 9:45pm on ntv. Written by Faruq
Hossain and directed by Himel Ashraf, the story encircles some individuals who want to break

free the monotony of their everyday lives and seek emancipation from mental slavery.

Syed Hasan Imam, Chanchal Chowdhury, Tania Ahmed, Pran Roy, Shahiduzzaman Selim and

others are in the cast.
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7. Personal Account

Knowledge has no boundaries. Knowledge can be gained from anywhere and
everywhere. Every path we choose to walk on provides us immense opportunities to learn new
things and experience new adventures. For me, it is mandatory to apply the knowledge in every
aspect of life, so that I can live it to the fullest. Throughout our lives, from the primary to the
tertiary level of education to adulthood, we learn something either academically or through
experience. Any practical knowledge gained from the pragmatic world definitely increases the

mental strength of a person, this in turn inspires the individual to pursue his/her career.

Knowledge that is gained in educational institution is expected to have a proper
implication in life. This is how the purpose behind learning and gaining knowledge can be
served. In my view knowledge gained from books is not enough until and unless we start
applying it. This particular view of mine got a concrete form during my journey of the twelve
week internship at The Daily Star. It was fascinating from my end as [ was able to learn new

things, modify and enhance my pervious knowledge about journalistic writing.

As long as we do not start working, we will not be able to realize how different the world
of journalism is from the books. The practical implications of the knowledge gained from the
books are a lot different in real life than in theory. As I learnt how to prepare news items, I
eventually also learnt the vast difference between books and real life. I must say it is easy to
memorise anything in a book by heart, but it is hard to learn from a book. It was very amazing
for me to explore the world of journalism as the process of learning new things every day kept

me busy. I did not work at the central desk. For me that particular sector requires a lot of hard
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work as the work done by the people working at the Central Desk is considered hard core

journalism.

Still I was motivated and excited. It was not easy for me to prepare a news story that
fulfils The Daily Star’s required standard. It was tough in the sense that the structure, the word
limit, and the format were very diverse for every news story, and the most crucial part was
coping with the environment. Therefore, for me it was the job of a multi-tasker, and I initially
thought I will not be able to do it. However my senior colleagues were very helpful as they kept
providing me sample write-ups for every news item, so that I could learn easily. Not just that, my
supervisor asked me to go through dictionaries so that my news stories were rich in terms of

vocabulary.

The entertainment page is all about glamour and celebrities, It was hard for me to reach
out to the celebrities in the first place. The most important part was to be accepted and
appreciated by both my colleagues and the celebrities as a new bee. I wanted to get rid of my fear
and started to work on both my communication and writing skills. As I started to learn the
question pattern, draft plans etc, I started to seek help from my superiors. This in a way helped
me to establish a good relationship with them, and also taught me how to represent myself in
front the celebrities as my superiors gave me tips and ideas. Such ideas helped me to become

more confident about my assignments and it put me on the right path.
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8. Conclusion

The world of writing or being a part of a newspaper agency is indeed not easy. Being a
bridge between the glamour world and writing about them, people associated to this field have to
face different kinds of challenges every day. There are struggles that many people face when
entering the world of journalism. The twelve week internship experience was definitely not
enough to know about all these difficulties, but it surely gave me a certain guideline to follow in
order to overcome the obstacles that are faced. As a media student, it helped to know exactly
what I can expect when going into this field, and how I can overcome the common problems,
both professional and personal.

What I have learnt so is far is that you need to maintain a perfect lesion with the
celebrities. You need to assure them and make them comfortable enough to communicate with
you, so that they can share their thoughts, and information about their lifestyle with you. While
interning at The Daily Star 1 gained experience about maintaining a lesion with the celebrities,
making them comfortable enough to communicate with me and keep maintaining a friendly
contact with them. When I worked on heading and caption writing, I came to know how a simple
sentence or a phrase can deliver anticipation, and that it can convince a person or even a group
that I am telling the story of their everyday lives as they read what is written.

Apart from the assignments, there were also different kinds of interviews, and terms
which I came across while doing my internship at The Daily Star. 1 was familiar with most of
those terms (mug shots, pull-quotes and etc) beforehand because of the Editing course I took.
But during my internship I saw the practical use of those terms. This is where working on
academic projects and professional tasks is different from each other. While doing my course

assignments all I thought of was being creative and abiding by the rules mentioned in the text.
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However, when I was working on assignments such as writing TV captions, interviewing,
editing and translating press releases, [ had to come up with relevant statements that will not
cause any controversy and also will serve the motive of delivering news. For example, in an
interview where I asked actor, producer and director Shahidul Islam Sachchu how do the
television channels cater TV shows now a days, he replied by saying that he thinks the TV
channels have too many TVCs that irritate the viewers. He mentioned the name of various
telecom companies whose TVCs were shown frequently and expressed his anger against them.
Later I had to modify and omit a few of his stated words to make the statement less
controversial. This is because a lot of The Daily Star’s revenue comes from these telecom
companies who place their advertisements in The Daily Star. That is why if the name of those
telecom companies is mentioned in The Daily Star in a negative manner then the newspaper will
lose its revenue providers. Moreover there were a lot of times I had to write captions about
images that would explain/ describe the image. The description of the TV images had to be vivid

enough to captivate the readers.

There is a famous saying by Pablo Picasso, “Learn the rules like a pro so you can break
them like an artist.” The world of newspaper agencies does not always go according to the rule
book, but it was also essential to know the rules to understand their proper application in my
work. During my three month internship period, I had experienced both to an extent and not

fully, while using my media background knowledge.

Sadya Afreen Mollick, my internship supervisor, helped me to gain knowledge from her.
She has been in the Arts and Entertainment section for 12 long years. My fellow intern and I
tried to learn as much as possible in that little amount of time. I believe this three month learning

experience will be beneficial for me in the long run as it will help me to pursue a career in the
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media world. It will at the same time develop my analytical skills which will help me in the long

run.
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