






















































































































































































18. Evaluating BRAC's Training Programme of Traditional Birth 
Attendents: A Few Case Studies. (p-34). 

Abstract: Host of the child births in Bangladesh take place at home, 

assisted by either older relatives or by t r aditional birth attendents 

(TBA) . The present maternal mortality rate in Bangladesh is about 6 

per thousand live birth, neonatal and infant mortality rates are 89 

and 125/130 per thousand lives birth respectively. These large number 

of deaths could be attributed to unhygienic and hazardous delivery 

practice and inadequate pre- and post natal care. With the above 

background in mind, the TBA training of BRAC was designed to 

provide basic training on hygienic delivery. simple pre and post natal 

car e and identification of high risk pregnancies. The study was 

undertaken to evaluate the knowledge, attitude and practice (KAP> of 

the trained TBAs on pre and post natal care and during delivery and 

compa re the KAP of the trained TBAs with untrained TBAs. 

19 . A Household Survey on Smoking in Six Areas of Rural Banaladesh. 
(p- 16) . 

Abstract: The number of smokers is alarmingly increasing in Bangladesh 

resulting in serious health hazard. It was estimated that 20 million 

males and 6 million females are smokers. Over 100 ,000 acres of land 

that could produce essential f oodgrain are planted with tobaco. It is 

a recognised fact that smoking is harmful both physically and soc io

economicaly. The study was conducted in 10 villages in Manikgonj and 

Joypur hat district to estimate the prevalence and consequence of 

smoking. 
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20. Training Programme of Family Welfare As~i~tants in Banglade~h 
An A3~essment of Retention of Knoaledge. (p-30) . 

Abstract: The popula~ion grow~h rate in Bangladesh is 2.3 and 

contraceptives prevalence rate is 3lt. The growth rate is very high 

compared to other developing countries Bangladesh is already 

eommii.ted to the world community for achievement of the target "Health 

for all by the year 2000 . " The Government bas already undertaken a 

comprehensive health and family planning programme i.hrough Primary 

Health Care to achieve the target. The Family Welfa re Assistants 

CFWAs) are the main force for diffusion of knowledge on all 

contraceptive methods. and the ~uceess of the famil y planning 

programme depends on the attitude and efficient performance of the 

FWAs. To develop their skill. BRAC already tra ined 3006 FWAs in 83 

upazilas. 1'o measure the knowledge of those FWAs after training, the 

Research and Evaluation Division undertook a study . The study 

obJectives were to measure the retention of knowledge of FWAs about 

different family planning methods and HCH based child health care 

activities. 

21. Experience 
Asse~ement 
(p-49) . 

with Village Health Committee Development An 
on Community Participation in BRAC ' a PBC ProiTa..e. 

Abstract: ln recent years. community participation (CP) has been the 

cardinal focus to the BRAC 'e PHC programme for making the programme 

self- sustainable. Based on that, BRAC has been developing Village 

Health Committees CVHC> in its intervention areas since Oc~. 1966, 

with the involvement of local people in planning. implementation and 

evaluation process. But one may ask, given the three years of 
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programme implementation, what extent of community participation it 

ba5 achieved? U::~ing the framework of assessing process indicators 

devised by Rifkin, et al. , t~o VHCs under Gheor upazila of ManikgonuJ 

district ~ere studied to address that question by measuring the level 

of community participation. It was revealed that the degree of 

community participation achieved was still rather low. The reasons for 

such low achievement. have to be sought. in the socio-economic and and 

potential factors which were beyond the scope of this study. However, 

the results of this study provide a useful baseline information which 

c:;an be used by any reseacher for cornpa~·ati ve assessment in future. 

22. Tornado in ManikgonJ : An Assessment of Losses. (p-17) . 

Abstract: Tornado is one of the severe disastrous natural calamities 

on which mankind has no control. One of such severe tornado swept 

through Saturia and part of Harirampur Opazila of ManikgonJ district 

leaving a landscape of ruins and rubbles. The paper assessed the 

losses of human lives, assets like livestock and poultry and bousina 

infrastructure of the most hard hit areas. 

23. Social Forestry in Bangladesh Context : Proble.118. RelJponses and 
Recommendations. {p-66). 

Abstract: Bangladesh, once known as the green belt, is fast losing 

its trees, i~s forests. its stretches of greenery; the rate of 

exploitation of forest resources is faster than their regeneration. In 

the recent past, both govern~nt and non-government organisations 

became increasingly concerned with the issue of deforestation Qhich 

has a direct bearing on environmental degradation. The present report 

sketches the glimpses of deforestation focussing the magnitude of the 
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problem. Jt also reflected the various program~e approches undertaken 

~orld~ide involving both government. indi vidual and the community in 

the process to tackle the issue. ln- countr y responses made by both 

government and non- government organisations are discussed in br ief 

Finally , some issues ~orth consider ing a r e provided, also giving some 

general r ecommendations to cope with the d~indling forest r esources. 

24. Approac h to Villaae Studies: A Tentative Scheme for BRAC. (p-16 ). 

Abstract: The paper discusses some issues r elating to the need and 

framework of under taking a longitudinal study by BRAC for indepth 

analysis of the changing villages in Bangladesh. The methodological 

aspect, par ticularly the impror tance of anthr opological method for 

s tudying village s ituations, has been e mphasized in the paper. 

25. The Role of NGOs 1n Health Development in Bangladesh: A 
Study of BRAC's KanikgonJ Integrated Development ProJect. An 
Thesis submitted to the Royal Tropical Institute, Amsterdam, 
F. Karim. (p-81 ). 

Case 
tfPB 
by 

Abstrac t Integrated approach to health care through rur al development 

activities has long been believed to be effecti ve to bring about a 

distinctive i mpr ovement in health status. Based on that, BRAC has been 

implementing a PHC pr ogramme in its ManikgonJ i ntegrated r ur al 

development proJect since 1977. A comparative community s t udy was 

commissioned in late 1986 to assess the ext ent of effects of such 

approach given the 10 years of programme i mpl eme.ntation. This thesis 

highlists some results of that study. Significant improvements ~ere 

found in t he pr ogramme ar ea compared to the contr o l area ~ith respect 

to infant mor tality rates (IMR>. usage of ORT and tubewell water. 
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eligible ~omen coverage by TT vaccine, rates of permanent 

sterilization and safe birth delivery practices. No significant 

differences were observed in crude birth ra~es (CBR>. crude death 

rates (COR) and total fer~ility rates (TFR) between the two areas . 

Interestingly, higher coverage of vitamin A capsule (YAC) distribution 

and lower prevalence of nightblindness were found in the control area 

than that io the programme area. However, a substantial reduction in 

IHR, CDR and TFR was explicitly evident in the programme area compared 

to the baseline data (1977). 

26. A Hid-term Evaluation of the Bangladesh Blindness Prevention 
Prorramme. (p-91 ). 

Abstract: For a mid-term assessment of the Bangladesh Blindness 

Prevention Programme , BRAC was commissioned by the Institute of Public 

Health and Nutrition and ONICEF to carry out a survey on night 

blindness and vitamin A-capsule (YAC) distribution in r ural 

Ban1ladesh. This report presents the the results from this survey. 

Nigh~ blindness was found to be prevalent in 1.78% of the children 

aged 6 months to 6 years and was higher in females (1.79%). VAC was 

received by 35% of the target children during 27th round. The survey 

found that the programme enJoys a comparatively low priority in the 

competing demands of the health system's time . 

27. Nirht Blindness and Its Prevention in Bangladesh. (p-5) . 

Abstract: This report presents the situation of Night blindness, it"s 

prevalence, people"s perception abou~ Night blindness, it's symptoms, 

causes and treatments. The prevalence of Night blindness appear ed to 

be alarmingly high, about 3.6~. Most of the people recognize it by 
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local names. MailY of the-m mention diarreoea as cause of Night 

blindness. a few can mention about vitamin A deficiency. lnspite of 

abundant supply of natural food to prevent it people do not feed these 

to babies, and caPSule distribution suffers from different. 

shortcomings of the delivery system. 

28. Effectiveness of the TBA Training Programme : Case Studies from 
BRAC. (p-19) . 

Abstract: Traditional birth attendants <TBA) play a vital role in 

Bangladesh in respect of child birth, pre and post natal care, etc. 

considering their significant role, BRAC has been making efforts to 

bring about a desirable change in the knowledge, skill and attitUde of 

the TBAs through training. The present. paper, based on the findings of 

survey and case studies, discusses the performances of the trained 

TBAs vis-a-vis some untrained TBAs. The studies found that (a) new 

knowledge acquired was not adequately pr acticed by the trained TBAs, 

(b) the knowledge gained could not be effective due to the absence 

systematic supervision end follow up system, etc . Among other things, 

raising the social status of the TBAs is considered nece~sary for 

discharging better ante and post natal duties. 

29. The Plood of 1988 and People ' s Survival : Seven case studies fro• 
Gheor. Cp-56) . 

Abstract: The report presents the case studies of some severely 

affected people of the flood of 1988 ~hich affected almost three

quarters of the whole country. The flood caused a great extent of 

suffering as it damaged and destructed many essentials of livincs such 

as paddy, poultry, livestock, houses. tubewells and so on. To document 
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the losses and survival strategies adopted by the affected people, 

these case studies were done Just after the flood . The case studies 

present a picture of experience of the people and the diverse ways 

people tried to cope with the flood . 

30. Delivering Research : The Case of Oral RehYdration Therapy and 
Tubewell Irriaation in Rural Bangladesh. (p-10) . 

Abstract: This paper attempts to describe two of BRAC's modest 

attempts to translate research findings into actions for the wellbeing 

of the people of Bangladesh. Some of the findinas of studies conducted 

by BRAC as d~scussed in the paper are : (i) Oral Rehydration Therapy 

<ORT> was found to be the treatment of choice for most types of 

ditH'l'hoea which helped in the reduction of mortality, particularly in 

children between 1 and 4 years of age, Cii) some changes in the 

knowledge, attitude and perception of teachers, males and mothers have 

contributed towards making people effectively aware about the 

treat.ment of diarrhoea, and (iii) as irrigation is a key factor for 

increasing yield in agricultural sector, irrigation assets ~naged and 

operated by the landless groups organised by BRAC bring direct benefit 

to all sections of the ruJ:al connuuni ty irrespective of the .socio-

economic status. 

31. Longitudinal Study on Poultry Rearing in ManikgonJ 
Preli11inary A.sse:~sment for tbe First Quarter. Cp-26) . 

Abstract: Kaving the experiences from a pilot proJect in 198~. BRAC 

:~tarted its lGVGD Programme in 1987. The present study is an 

evaluation of such a proJect in ManikgonJ Area . The study vas 

conducted to assess the income of the poultry rearers in relation to 
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their farm size and compare the income of the programm~ group and the 

non-intervened group. The study revea led that t-he profit earned is 

positively associat-ed with t-he size of poultry farm. But the total 

income achieved by the study population rea~ing HYV poultry is 

neg~iive while it is positive for the non-intervened group r earing 

traditional variety . The hatching rate and mortality rate of chicks 

both favour the control group compared to the programme group. 

32. An Assessment of Rconomic Profitability of Rearing HYV Chicks and 
Its comparability vitb Other Varieties: Seven Brief Case Studies. 
(p-11). 

Abs~act: BRAC started its IGVGD prog~amme in 1987 which introduced 

iht- IIYV chicks io the rearers. The study was conducted to assess the 

money income earned out of poultry rearing and its comparative 

economic benefit between and among the HYV, local and the crossbreed 

varieties of chicks. The study also covered the operational problems 

of HYV poultry rearing. The study found that rearing of HyV chicks was 

less profitable than the others. The local birds are advance in 

producing eggs, while the HyV consume more time to reach at the age of 

such production It. was also observed that short term rearing of 

chicks (for t~o months) could produce much more income to the rearers. 

33. BRAC: Social Forestry Proaramme. (p-15) . 

Absract: This paper attempts to document the various efforts made by 

BRAC in designing and introducing social forestry programme eince 1977 

and summarising the findings of two evaluation studies so far 

conducted on these programmes. It also discU5ees the opportunities and 
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cons~raints associated ~ith the expansion of social forestry progra~me 

ln Bangladesh and puts forward some future expansion str ategies . 

34. Peasant Perceptions : Law. (p-56) . 

Abstract: This report is the second volume under the Peasant 

Perceptions Series and is the forth publication of our rural study 

series. The study is an attempt to ascertain the perceptions of the 

rural poor about certain sensitive issues, viz child marriage, 

divorce, dowry, law enforcing agencies, and the laws relating to these 

issues which directly affect the~ in their daily life. The respondents 

were mostly from the target groups , both male and female, organised by 

BRAC . The findings indicate that the peasants perception of law is a 

system that is instrumental only in increasing the oppression t o which 

their lack of economic power makes them vulnerable. 

35. A Tale of Two Wings: Health and Family Planning Proarammes in an 
Opazila in Northern Bangladesh. (p-75) . 

Abstract: This study looked at how the government health system works 

in an upazila i n northern Bangladesh. By staying continuously in the 

upazila for more than three months and working closely with different 

levels of health and family planning officials. many insights into the 

dynamics of different programme components, some of which are 

startling, have been revealed . The study portrays a dismal picture of 

the situation at the periphery. The staff spend less than half of 

their time in official work and they tend to be more dutiful in work 

which is mo1·e supervised, involved greater national commitment such as 

immunisation and emergencies such as floods. and where the relevant 

supplies (e.g. ORS> are more available . It is believed that many of 
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thP findings ru;~y be used by the gover nment in assessing and improviug 

lt.s health and family planning services at the periphery. A major 

review of the health and family planning ser vices in rural areas is 

warranted. 

36. Perception of Poul try Rearers About Different Varieti es of 
Poultry Birds: Seven Brief Case Studies . (p-13 ). 

Abstract: This paper present.s the f indinngs of a quick assessment of 

profitability, oper ational problems and comparability of rearing BYV, 

crossbreed and local variety of poultry by the women rearers under 

BRAC"s IGVGD programme in the Manikganj a r ea. The case studies point 

out, among other things, certain problems of r earing HYV poultry as 

perceived by the rearers and present r ecommendations for their 

possible solution 

37. PHC Facilitation: As Informational Update . (p-13) . 

Abst rac t : Depsite best intentions of the planners. the upazila health 

complex based domiciliary ser vice deliver y s ystem, as a r ranged by the 

IOVou·nment to extend health services to the rural masses. has faile-d 

~o produce expected results. To assis~ the governmen~ in improving the 

system, BRAC introduced a primary helth care (PHCl facilitation 

programme in 1988. This paper discusses the aims and str ategies of the 

programme and embodies r elevant infor mation on a prospective Hork 

plan. 
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• Annexure 11: ON GOING RESEARCH PROJECTS 

The following $tudies which were initiated in 1989 are now in various 

stages of progress. These studies are scheduled to be completed in 

early 1990 

Sl No Title/Topic 

l. Growth Monitoring at BRAC 

2. Dietal'Y Practices of Rural Children according to Land 
holding 

3. At~itudes and Perceptions of Hensturation by Adolescent 
Girls 

4. Demographic Registration System in Manikganj and 
Joypurhat Vol. 11 - An Evaluation of the Data Quality. 

5. Morbidity Pattern in Rural Bangladesh. 

G. Mortality Pattern 
Bangladesh. 

of under 5 Children in Rural 

7. Evaluation of the Post-flood Rehabilitation Programme 
of BRAC 

8. BRAC's Textile Programme : Its Strength and Weakness 

9. VHC Study in ManikganJ ProJect. 

10. The Dynamics of Inter-class 
Bangladesh: Changes in some 
Economic and Social Parameters. 

Tradition in Rural 
selected Demographic, 

11. Profitability, Capital and Labour Productivity of Small 
Scale Enterprises. 

12. Why the other 50% of the Landless do not Join RDP Groups. 

13, Further analysis of Demographic and Epidemiological Data 
Collected through various surveys over the last several 
years. 

14. Analysis of data from Mid-term Evaluation of PHC. 

15. Continued Collection and Analysis of Data from the Vital 
Registration Systems 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
* Reprinted from RED's Annual Report , 1990 
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16 . Analysis of Da~a Collected on Morbidity 

17 Analysis of Da~a Collected on Effective Usage of ORT 

18 Stud)• on Community Partidpation in PHC 

19 Management Development Programme (Discussion Paper) 

20. Social Stratification and Differentials 
Behaviour in Rural Bangladesh 

in Health 

21. The Problem of opti~tity Benefit maximi~ation and 
Immiserisation in the Brackish Water Shrimp Production in 
Bangladesh 

22. Who Don't Get Loan and Why: A Look into the Unequal 
Credit Mobility within Landless Groups. 

23 BRAC and EPI: A Study in Two Opazilas 

24. The Role of NGOs in Agricultural Credit and Rural 
Development 

25. Employment and Training Opportunities for Women in 
Bangladesh: The Role of HGOs 

26. Micro-enterprise Development and Promotion 

27. BRAC Stra~gy of Employment Generation 

28. An Evaluation of Post Flood Rehabilitation Programme. 

39 



Annexure 12: A NEW STODY PROJECT 

The Research and Evaluation Division initiated a new type of 

research, namely Villape S~udy ProJect CVSP>. ~his year, The VSP 

covers 10 villages in tuo locations, Jamalpur and Monirampur 

(Jessore) , from ~here both quantitative and qualitative information 

uould be collected on a continuous basis. The study takes a 

multidisciplinary approach in analysing rural dynamics with an 

anthropological focus. Through a process of participation 

conviviality, rapport building and interaction, the VSP ~ill attempt 

to ans11er the :why', instead of continuing itself to mer e 

identification of " wha~ .. has happened, and t.he processes therein. 11ost 

importantly, the VSP has the capacity to continuously feed the BRAC 

programmes with diagnostic and monitoring impact evaluation on all the 

programmes with diagnostic and monitoring impact evaluation on all the 

programme strategies starting from economic changes to changes in 

a~o~areness, values, human hehaviow· and power structure. 

The indicators include information on demographic and social 

differentiation, socio-economic dependency, level of education and 

consciousness. human resource, allocation oi familial labour, 

occupational pattern and wage-structure. employment, income, resources 

and assets. land ownership and tenurial pattern, agro-technology and 

agrarian structure, transformation aspects of traditional agriculture, 

social. ideological and institutional aspects. rural credit, social 

Bystem and Bocial elite, class formation and social structure, class 

and gender, family planning, nutrition and primary health car e. 
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