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The BP.AC Oral Therapy .Ext: has now been 

underway for about two and a hal! years an· has cover d over 

1 . 5 nilLion households. h·s r fl cts a s~age in ~be first 

phnso wh~ro the mo ilization or s•nf! and f~cili~ies has 

reached full strength an1 where eov rnse of ano~her 1.5 cillion 

households is antieipat-~ by the end of -he pbas~ in nine months 

tice. t this poin~ a nttcber of qu stions are being posed• that 

will have great significance over ~he eventu~l impact Q! tho 

progrn~ . The pro~~. as presPntly conceived , ~equires three 

goals at differe~t leve~s to be achieved before its objectives 

can be successfully met • • t tho most l~ediate level there is 

thP need to or~anize staff and implement a prograc which will 

effectively convey the health cossegc to a pr£-id~nti!icd target 

group (iL this ease, nt least one Q =her o! all hous holds wi~hin 

tho progrnc areas) . ~ the next levol this re~ained, passive 

knowled c cust be eo~verted into aczive knowlee~e and actual 

usasc or the therapy cust take place wi~~ these households 

during episodes of diarrhoea. ~e desired goal a~ the third 

levlll, thnn, 'l'fould be an icpact or this usage on mortality Md 

morbidity r t s . The criteria for success io gchfeving the goals 

will differ from level to level • At the firs~ level it is 

f necessary to achiev~ very high degrees o! success. That is tbc 

progrnm C vcr 0e IIIUS t b xtr cely thorough and :t cust be ensured 

that r t ntion or tb£ corr ct way of preparing the lnbon-gur 

solution (LGS) is hi~~- This is nee ssnry beeaus an incorrec~ 

preparation, particularly an ovor-conc ntretion or salt in the 

LGS, woul~ op~n up unacoptnblo risks !or those ~ho are drinking 

the solution. .t the stcond lev l th cr1tcrin may ~e r laxed 

slightly since a usane rate of only 65 or aoov~ could 1 ad to 



a si~ificant icpact • . t the third level ~he criteria arc least 

stringent since even a partial i~act of ~ho usRge of LGS o~ 

di~rhoea induced mort~lLty ~d corbidity rates could le d to 

rbe S3ving or cno~mous numbers of lives , particul3rly in ~be 

1 - ~ ::~cars ago croup . r;ecdless to s;;y, the t;rcater tl:e success 

at any one level th~ v.re~~cr will be the icp~cr on the subse-

commend~ble in tho: ·11 three 

levels hav~ ba~n idcnti~icd as crucial !or n succtssiul oureomo 

of the program and :u-rangBO£n;s have been built into the progr~ 

to attcQPt mEasurements of success at e~ch of these levels-

At tbe first lcvnl , -he program ~s P.n nutomatic monitoring 

sys~ec which is designed to ensur e thet ne~rly sll households 

ill an area are visited by t:ho:: Or'll Rehydration cw"r1cers (03\ls) 

and whether the households rem~mber ~b& ? - points of OTEP . 

For the second le~l chere is s Usa~e Servey conducted by the 

monitoring teac which not only i~enti~ies the l~vel of usage 

of the LGS during diarrhoe~l episodes but also collects sa=ples 

or che solution prapared by ~he household~rs in order to test 

the cOl:lposinon. Th.., impact ou mort-tlicy is being undertllken as 

a large , r.ep~te study known as the Evaluation o! 3RAC's Ol~ 

Therapy Extension .Progr= (EV!.BO) . :!"cis study is collecting 

dat~ in eight unions loc~t~i in the !ive diszricts where phase 

I or the program is being conducted . 

Th"sc studi~s sho~ so ~ar that the coverDg~ ~~1 retention are 

indeed v~ry bigh . Moreover, the co~osition o£ the samplos of 

LGS prepared ~y ch~ household~rs have been shown to be well 

within accuptRblo limits ~d ~his is so even in those cases 

where the s~les ha~ been made siY months after the progr am 

vas conducted in the sre~ . Thus , ~h~ primary level go~ls of 

the prop;rll!!l are being suct:essfully aclliev~d . ,,:; the usage lcrvel 

howev~ , t~E results ~rc still opan to diif~rcnt interpratations . 

In g~ntr~l , it see~s tha~ usage levels do not exce~d 20% • Tbat 

ls , of thos~ households wbo ~nve bee~ covered by tne ro~~. 
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1 
less ~h n 5 th ctu9llY us the IGS when th~rc is n occurrence 

or dinrrboen. This is ~ problc~tic result qnd its i~plic~tion 

is th~t tbe di rrho a relnt d cort~li~ and morbidity are not 

being signiric ntly rcnucci. Fr li:inar,y results from EV~~O seem 

to confirm this . mhis r~sult h~s been of co"c rn to tho O~EP and 

lr cdy bo n t~cn to allavi~te tbis situation. 

~his particul~r stu~v w·s unl~rtf¥cn in the light of the qbov -

mentiono1 problems ~s pnrt of ~~ attacpt to understPn1 whY 

usege rctes remain lc~ despite hiFh pro~am-cov r3~L nnd reten­

tion rntes . One of the a~e~s where tho EVhBO mortality stud~ is 

being conducted was chosen as tho stud~ aren. This is a r~mote , 

f3mine-pr~c ~ren in Faridpur district where lnn1 transport is 

poor ~nd medic"l facili;ics are scnrce . The n-~~ o! t~e village 

chosen for obsurvotions is NnsGrpnrA in Goshairhat Thcna of 

Madaripur ~ub-Division • •. SP~le of about 50 households wero 

identified in which at le~s~ o~e diarrho~~l cnse had occurr~d 

within th~ fo~tni{ht prior to the study. This s~mplc wae 

selected in such a way th t eround ~ of the households should 

be LGS user2. 

It w s pr su £d th?.t a l~ck of usagv in tho face of high ratention 

rates WPS ~uc to probl ~s of confidence ~~d belief , ~nd th~t the 

study should ttcmp~ to xplor~ thcs areps . Thus , it w s decided 

thqt the aost import~nt nspcct of th~ dP.ta-coll c~ion x rcise 

should be in the form or l~ng and detrilej discussions with house­

holders r~ther than throuvh prc- arranucd questio~nej=es. The 

final form of tha d~tq-collection consis•cd of z~ info~~tion 

collected tr.rough a siapl· cu s~ionn~ir ~nd other inforo~tion 

gained through long intcrvi~ws. For this a cheek- list w s 

produced in which all the possible are~s oi ~ 1 v~ce with regard 

to nco-us of LGS were numtr ted . These chec~-lists ect d as 

n guide to th~ int~~•icwcrs nd a remind r to thee in c~s rn 

importeot 9sp ct h~d b En le~t out of t~cir discussions. The 
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d ~~ on th r.~tur o~ tr ~en~ us ; durinr h dinrr~oc-1 

episo1es • In th check-lis~ w r ft nunbE~ or poL~tc &h~t could 

be id ntifi 1 as possibl cor.tributors ~o -h~ ~~L-usc of LCS, 

cov~ri~e th ~ ns of bLliL~ ~nd world- vi v , -n ~ a of deci-

sior. -Qn~inr within t~ hou~ hold, tbe cu e-ion of v s~ d inter-

este in -h vill~g ~d thP qu stio of }ro~~ ~short-comings. 

'Xhc actll~1. i.ntc~itMs wi-h th · OUR&bo:.tb w :r£: conduc-ted '!rJ te:-t:ms .. 
of two consiszing o~ c~ 

~e:mbcr of ~ usogc su~· y r ~~. Th rcse rchars involved were 

pres nt in ordc.r to f-cili -;:~te t ., intcr-:i w to ensur th1t :.11 

~h~ improt~t ~opjcs w ~c cov red ~~1 ~o record ~~ resul~s ~hile 

th usage surv y t .. m n mber, who w s Ic,...al , c X'": cd on tho 

nctu~ ~iscussion. Th int rvie~ers ~e~~ u~JAlly th~ wiv~a ~~ 

th hous holdhe ds , -nus it wns n cessar7 to h~v ~ ~ ~~~c 

inform ~ion. It should be poir.t d ~lt h re -ha- th o tho~ of 

inform~~ion-co1! c~ion us&d, throu-h protdng int~rvi ws , .is 

an ~emely difficult x rcis r quiring Fr ·t pr s nc· of mind , 

pcnc~r tive int r7i ~ing s~~lls, ~h ability to follow l nds in 

int~rvi w s' r snonscs ~d cons~ n~ ~t~cntion in ~e ping ~he 

conv.rs~tion focused on r 1 vr~- topics . a~ th s~~ ~i ther .. 

with oini~~l gnu~dcrln s~. To c~hi v the corr ct bal~nc~ 

r equi.r s gr ~t d l of C>~ericnct , r~ti nzo nd good judge-

::~ent ;llld is skill ~h~t is ~cquircd ov r -~~ ~ ~s. Ir. ~hcse 

circurnstnnc li 1>:h io-cr"i w !'l' , oost ot l'fhom had licio;ed hi{±­

er educ ~on , li~tl roro L -r iniog or p: v~ous xposur· ~o 

such t cl:.~ioues, ros to th occ~ssion ~~ turn d in ~dmirnble 
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is ~h-t the in~ rvi~w ~s wcr 

illumin~ting inf~~~ion ~j for :his we ~st give -h n credit. 

Bcfor w c~n int r, r t th r~• -led d~t~ in~ pot ntinlly 

useful w·y thcr ~r c =t~in bac~gr~Jnd :dc·s th·~ shoula be 

cl rified ~nd uluci1Pt d . :hese ~ to do with ~h idtology af 

illness nnd curin~ nn1 hov 

ties which r~ fa~ old r ~d rnor 

day "r..,r.ion lie~" usually o ro:llts us. 1:0 ·Cimowl fl' • 5u·h p rs-

p ctiv s h ~c open ~ up in inv-~tingations of ~h n ~ly-~e~cloping 

sub- field of ~odicnl ~nthropology ~d h€r we shnll ~cnticn 

only sor.e oS the ~or gun r l !i~di~fs. 

Illness is -1 s~ tc of b .. in~ in cm individu tlhc~~th -.:h r he 

is in ~ abnornal con ition, ;h tis. ~c is in ~ st·te ~hich 

is ~ltcrcd fro~ ~s nor~ 1. ev ry~oy st te or condition. :~c 

point ~t which n ·lt ~ tion ~nth condition of his h~ lth 

sh des ov r in~o qct·•nl ill~css is soci lly defined, thnt is , 

1 t; is a l!l."'t"t r of com:.o.n l'~eu~ n~ among :.he 'i.n- group th" t 

subscribes to th.is or -h:·t p·.rticul r d fh'tion ci!f illness . 

Lhis ~gr~ inr in-~~oun is usually ~ soci~~ un1~ in -nc s nsc 

that thy sh~r~ - co~on s ~ o~ o~h-r cul~r~ teliofs ~swell. 

Thus , th ~gr y-upon pain- w~ ~ he-!t~ tur~s to ~llncss 1s ~ 

ill.n ss is cultur~lly de:in d ~d 

is a cultur..,l c~c gory. ~his c y be hnrd to r.cccpt n~ Cirst sight 

since ~ rr ~l ~ar too 3ccustoc i to tt~ing of ~l~ncss ~s 

socethin~ which has a precise objective rc~lity that c~ be 

exactly defined throu~ scientific (modern wc:iic<Jl) invcstig"­

tion. This is core the faul~ or the coaoo~ ~~ · s cisconccptions 

of Khat " scien~-!ic knowledge" iE r:othcr tha.:J ~Y ov&~t-cxaggc­

rnted cl~ics on the part ot pr~ctising acicn~ists/cedic~l 

resenrchers . Suffice it ~o s~y tb~~ the m~rriage of science and 

ccdicir.e is a CO=P"r~tivcly ~~cen~ pheno~cnon whereas ccdicine , i~ 

its more gen~r~l Sgns of the ideology of illness ~nd curine , 
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:1 pz u~; t c:f ;.,ry old socirli7::nc procuss. Ie ~lso sh r;.s :n -

b-.gino, ~t! ~t .. o c .is :in ::ol:.:l n i tn • lnos:. ell ki.cds o! socia.). 

r-.z::ul ti I . This cistincti(J:l li! tl: n £iV n acral 'lCC<-:ltu~t:.ior. by 

cscribiCb opyos~d v~lu~a ~o the cppos~d sid~s or ~h~ dis~1nc~io_ . 

~w~a th zone of 1:h~ norpnl is ~lso th~ zen~ of the ~cecptcblc cr.d 

c ... sirc.blc wililu t'!:!<.! :zon'" of t;he eonor:o: ! bo..co::cs the zon... ! ::ho 

unacc .. ptt:.bl e ar.d und ... si!'c::.~lc. o.t"lin , a process with , • .,.1:y close 

parc.llcls ;;c. all <.aes o! socin1 regulno:~ou . r~ ~he ~nd -w ... !'ind 

ours£Jlves dosling with "confcr-...ity', th(, sup::-c.mo: social inpcrc:tive , 

-nd pcrh~ps ~b43 is n little surprisi~& ~h~n ppl~~~ to th;. notion 

of ho~ltb end ill- no..ss. :~~ sucgcs::ion is ::hnt be no is in c 

{s ciclly d~fined) nolTiol s~n;;~ o£ neal;;h is con;·or:ing ·~th soeiel 

roquircm'u~s wh;l h~ who is ~~ ~ (soc~~ll~-define~) -~narm ~ state 

of h .. l1;h is trc.~ag!'css:!ne 1:h .. w ci .1 requir .. l:!unt . This will s~.~.c. 

losa surpr-sing, however, •s soo~ ~s w~ cc~side~ the ex~~~ 
• 

~;id ... l::'" pr .. vnlc.nt: vi. w ~"1 ~ i 1ln s is ~ r Erul t of the wr th of 

th t it; l.S 

cr v .. r-ccmfidc~ce or sc.:n.._ otbt.r .• c-ci <!.1~ .:nccecp'tnbl<: tr-usgrc-

ssion . lllnes. is •nsiolc punisho nt; end s such it brines not 

or~· physical suf!erin b~t it ~lso Ln!licts on tho victin c cor-

consid~r ours~~V~S bOl1~V .. ~S in r~tio~ ·~sw anC Obj .. ctlV- e~olo­

g:i a , i;; i-i ve:r.r dii'f~cult inc:e-rt to sh·lke o!~ ;;hose l~t vcs;;iscs 

rc~l~ upto scr•tch. 
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n ur t;; nt1.on bn .n.- th "cu~ ~ • It is cl 

n is ~~1~ not n! wit 

~it 6 li tr nsfc~~tions - h i. t•~ xp r~ br ~~h~ Ln to 1 

~ith ci liz ... r... of knowl g-.. i ... l.L .J.so lviO{" i:::to t 

by cr r Y.i "1 th p thn~ int th r rbi... n en en 

ritu·l ct t twill p t:l p i nt 

r ... turn t ~low ... ~on. a ... is th itt rm ... inr,r w.o, t~r ~gh 1 

sp c L.l.L 'wl ... ~ pooitl.on, is bl • «::ri.n • 

ju I 
_ scrib •. • \ "r n :: .. ss~-x:·, l.nt .. rc - with ow ... rful ts 

both p ic 1 ~ spiritual. Th en nttribut th t h poss ss .. s 

most 1 ring.lw· is ·ruthnricy. His pos LSsion of cer ain knowladg 1 

ir ... c: ~:hro.: h various t:o:: ..ns or ::~aturolly ... neo ~, civil 

hl.c t. p · ,_r t ho.;t'l l'~ th .r~c't th t t is ltDOwl .. c is sp .. cialist, 

th t is, it i not cv>il bl to th~ unini•i t , ~iv s hi~ pow ... r in 

th., o ci l tructur . It is i portent tu rc liz.., th t tlrls lt.:l nt 

or mccl iv n s in knowl .. - 1 pert o! i~s cur -

tiv .... U!. -1 CDe l(;ll .S it its cuthori t''. oinc" Very CDC1tll~ 

th c · c'l.l of ssion h D lways b~ n i n•i!i .. 

with its wn t .. x-ritor. 1' s cr ... t knowl .. which it rc!s r oinst 

c <.nt i'ra::J tb 1 .it:- !l hlCh l.S m; r only =c.cr 

o tlt. T' cint t bu ::ph oiz 

1.n soci ~.. D c ct.n ol _p ... ci .i_ ... d . uthority (not 

tb t tb.., t .. n: " Ut;hOr,lt;y" ru! r5 both to po\i .. ~ il:l ~h ;>Olit:icc.J. 

s.-ns W\.U. s to COI%I{!Od over a ? li'tict:lEI' ::hl or k:1owl ) 

and t t c ... is ble ;o pcrforo t sks th t canno- b p ... rror=~ b 

ordincr:~ rsons. 

a Yin( Cst blish._ &~C backgrownd COOtCXt ins<; wlli ch th~: 0'-:.....t-' 

is pr r ssi~ . lot us ~ow c nsi' r s .... ~ t th r~ ~lt 

~ur surv y. ih obs~rvatioo cost c nr~ t n-ly r p r&.. by t;h in r-

viow rs a s th~ r ct J:h&t th~r~ is cis tch in th s t o! illn ss 

c t w - n th os 1 • 

.. lth u h v b., n .. ok n b:V :;n.; pro r - s:;aff in th~ l~t ! 
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~onths t ~ t ~ni~se this ~cr~? ncy, this is stil~ en ~~~ 

r f:rilur..s of" "th'"' j)rD~:m. Tht. f1.rst ~tsti :::. tt t is ;ni;;.. i ; 

" 1; . .:1 ~t p in'!; do .. s 

tm illn..s ~ .. guiri:::r. -ere ·~ot.nt?'' his point v ::.ries not. only fr c 

i::::tivi ·~ ~ t i n 'ivit u.U but !so fror. sc;cicty t;.., r. ci ... t. do.;p.:.n-

sce1:1 li' ... ~. oilvicus "no" . no r::~~er \fh•t ccruiition:. ~·ou live in1 

pOStJd ir: t i..s ~: ''c.rc ;i··~ loose !" ticns iL cnt: c!r.y 

c:!ing s ::1 s n c:~ u-.. ~tr:en"t;". ". !h pt.int is th:·t e c!iagr:os-tric 

ve~ -~f ic"t:l"t, t(;cltnicc'.l, se>cinl.ly - in.flu-

lor.s.., n ticn. '[ .. ~ ;;his rul .. is a11!!cst nt.Yur follow .. ~ • .:md th-. ~o v~ 

o! "v 1 ~~T f-G ~pinodes . ~owh~~.. oes ~~·to~nt bvbin with th~ 

first cpis ~,_ of ~~·=~~,c ~ ~ th CXP~~~¥~C "= W 11 r~ S"t;atis­

ticnl i.nv1.. ti~a.tio:n azpl, • jusc:if:< this D.p?roueh. o:to ;;n .. r .. -riso.:e 

t!:e fir10t ubt ~ th~ mines uf ~~ vill&g6 nous~holctcrs: whvn do 

·.-e r._ · .11 · ~so... th LGS·: 
- '-='-

the pr.J[;r:;.J t~ 00\i 's intr d~c<.d th_ n. ~on \if LGS use; 1;0 tb.- hous~-

''die.rr o~" c::.rrioo.;s ccnnot;:;.t~ons !"c.r t!lc vill~crs which ~re quitu 

ci.i.ffurcnt fr n ~hose it c~rrics for e ... c!io-1 nd }l .. .,l~h l'C!'.< rs . 

Where~ ''anrrho.::a" is n ve!7" r nt.rnl ~ ... r::.. !cr c ... c!icE.Ll "tal·::: :i -ni­

fying C' i · ~eJ'lg .. o: ui~N.:;ses il!volving wut .. =-:• stool, in t~ .. worl -

vi.:\o ;;yi th ... vill..:IG .. r:> i~ 'is - tc:l'!:l used exclusively ;;o nct:e t 

----------------------
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r c~:::... inv lvint; ncutc : nt ::lS r cinisc ... nt ch l r • 

or c , ~ r ~lte ~n s ri a r bl :s ~ r the us o! LGO 

it is not Jic tion r r v r i~rrho~ , in f ct, it 

is n t " ~ ic-~ion" t 11. ~hus, t ~r~ is a r 1 probl~o w~-h 

cl (1.1' • .. n to 1.0 L ~· 1' r ic no t nd~ne: t tr 

c nt t t .. rl t s, n it r ~ nor rry t r ! 1 of ~rio 

:: nt. If i~ is th lrll st.l.:'-li -ti typ~ ol iiurrhoen, 

by for th ... c r:J!IODt.;!Jt typu, 1:r~nt::1"'nt is ciss ... ~ cut lt 6 th r. I! it 

does nr t ruccde nnd chows signs o!' 1:Urning iuto cor & rious sit~ 

tion, p rhopa chol ra, then th;:; villag rs htve littl confit!enco in 

cu_-e, and quit rigctl; so, s1nc LG~ is not cu nt to cure 

cnything . :!:ll. .t;ct, the vil'lagers nor net r '11:· chs.r as to what role 

LG& h s t pc.l;;· ,.,nd i! i :;s role i:; I.ot "curint;" th"n thr:.re l.S r.t 

other r lc v'lich the villegers !"\J coilirr with which C.tlll be cot~p ... -

rc.d t, LO , ~.:::ccpt p..rhnDs th" intal cr food (nu""ri nts) which, in 

.. rrect, 

c ption 

• t LG~ i . ~hcse f w 10 do -nke LG~ une .. r th oisc n-

t it is cur~ soc~ r~n~ ut :;b t it is not !!~c~v , 

pcrtieul ~~in ~h w vc~' c~st.s, nd this ~.s fu~l to their scop­

ticiso. It cl£ rt.inforces :1l tht. r lk r" soning" t c t nds to 

show th _GQ toul not wor~ . ~~ now consi ~~ son cr t s~. 

L t us c ru:;idc.r first the loc 1 tiology of di :rho o. 'l')ll:;re .is 

very Dkutc~ nd ccc ssion l npp~ci ti n or ~he g .. ~ t or. o! 

dis but this is consid~ee with dcr of s~spici on ru.d SCti -

ticiso. ,_l DE side thi& t <. re is par llP.l e~iolo~ w ich is cor 

a~tunc t ht. locc.l b""lic.! Sj'S<:ec w~.:r th1. C~"US tive :'1ti • ts r 

Citb"'r " ~ rt 0 tb ~ h .. .. · bl .. ~ ~ · r o r Inctors w ~c ~ ~c~ ~nvu c t~1 .. c~ ~r-

octl~ bs rv blo ~ist nee. _v n th1o syst~c o! ccus tion ~s in r-

'!! d s not h·., ... nuch conceptual cl -

bor ticn • • hUE, li~ lt. children oit n t i ll'rho ~ Q rt...sult or 
b1.iog "' to 'b win " (b tcsb l ). This is so~ :;~cea 

truwdtt .. !r c th ... o-h~r's rest vi l r :>r~ :.s:-tulk. ,.c:ults , 
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t lOO£C r~io=s b C USC they h"V ~ ten 

"dirt: . , i lln as , p >:rtic 1 .::ol:;-

wh n i is, s s ch, 

v ... l"! di.f l.C 1 t - dt: 1 wi;;h ~f c~;iv .. ly ••. 11 tht. t. icrrhoucl dis .. 

scs r ... "bo~" n turt.. 1his 1 st observ-~ion h·s i p1icnti ns 

for ... of L~ -inc ... D lt, \hich is on~ ol ~he c~pon nts of 

!.G.,, i lac ccusidl.re "hot" lt.-cnt. T~is ic intc.1·pr t d in t<t 

w vs, 1 v r s i~ is not cl r -.:hctht.r "ho;;'' is., s ohoul b"' 

coobntt ... ":i on ;;h.,r ''ho-t" cl1. t.nt or should b-. n;.utrnliz d by o 

"cold" .. 1 ~nt . ~t leas~ on infomnnt cl::,i;:;..,d th t Lu& N'!S cppro­

priatc tll .a :xrhoc:;l illnt.s., s bee usc it: v s its<:lf a "hot• salu-

;;ion whi1 'Ir;i claiz::~t .. d th opponi t", thnt thL "hot" salt in !.G..:o 

would .urt .. r ~~ccrbat<. th., pr~bl<.c. :t is c~ r, of cours , t ~t 

th..,sc r sp ru. nts wt.r .. t lkin(' l.D t r::ms of L""" s cur r'lthvr 

thon 

sjon b t' 

o:lOD 

in llJld op,~ln · c found tl.l.s c nfu-

.J~ • S !1 CUriii{j " ... nt .nd ~s (l !'o..plCC\;::l nt Q6vllt OV-!l 

ORW's vi it t ~ ~~~ v s oluti n t -.; was ct:cnt to ~place th~.; 

w t r lts lcs• fro t bo y . 

'tic mus't c 1 r lso sno of tb~ conf s~c~ su=rounding th ~~ 

of colns s ~ b~ ~sed in th Luh. _hyr sec~ ~o b~ thrc dis-
• 

tl.nct typ s uf nol sscs us "': '"kl,.sscs d :;~e,. fro:: sur; ree.no, fro· 

th~ ju~c~ f th d~"~-p·lc and !roc the juicY of th~ p L~yxa trac . 

o.r th s n!' thu su ore~ c 1 ss s w r us~ durin the OR 's w 

d~onstr ti s . This l~d to th ~seonccp~ion th t onl~ ~his ~~ 

of ol t: s cou~d be "-£ad n suboic!.il"r: -:rg:t.:!lt.nts w r dtv lop1..d 

in support r this id •• or inst nee, s 

ght 'to b "c ld", thcr .. !or :!t>Propri t 

rc ne 1 ss s w ru th u-

il d ;~,. c 1 s s w~ru 

said to c:!:tlo ... bee~ burn and indi u ti r. ( b l pitt ) nd pnlcyrn 

molasse w r- said ~o cnus stor. eh w ~- -~crv w•s lso tho c~o 

of en ... thur who =~lt th t it wns wr nt ;o rive n wctcr-b s .. d o lu-

for:: or t~~ ~tool) . & .. r lt th t th .. cor~ct -bing oul bc o 
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CCJ?ri v._ hie C!' llUids ~.;:;.t:.l ~iS body l:!"ld S'Opp C N.jcct;in it. 

:he. [ ct' .J. tr..,nd c! tb..., cor.!!:ents oc = to be en'-= of r tion li::-

"'" ;;ust 

Let uc ~ ~ i n in« OU:!'s..,lv .. s Cll.-pC.ricncirrg t ''" Drrivn!. of OEW'S 

ced -nr. t y ~ • r .. xolr.i::. clcnrly \.Xactly who th~y ~ .. prostn: . T 

~ .... usu ll !C'ir~y ;,·oun ·( :1.round 20- 25 ye~rs). fc.:: lc :md h"".: s 

ly Plr."ning worAcrs. ~h~y nnnounc" :h~t ~h .. y wish ~o drs~ ~ .. ntion 

tc. : o..: "P~ :b'L;;!:LS of C:.l. ~rb.~"', p:Jniculnr'l!f &:.eng ehilt!r"r... ~t>.e_ then 

how- ,;h !.G;;, sh.-uld be prep rc.d. The !.G_, is extr ... :~el~· simple in n :rurc 

!md :cw<!c of t .... eo=c.rr.:s: o! ing:rec!c;nes •• :.iter ~his br~ .. :· intcrluc.c 

the oRr,:• s 1 vc or:c th.., wm::er. ci l:hu hou:>~:holds :::-.;!3U:lO their a-."'d.uo:us , 

nom 1 li-" • .ow it 

info:-c t tb"' Z::Oncr;:- Of the C'XpOri.:nce I'oJCcd<.S to 0 prs .. ive S<;"tc , 

for tltis , d CC!lrst~ , is t .. m:; it does not "fit" \.-sil.y in~:o th co!JllWn-

s..,r..s ~~ ct-~icrrs of the villager's world-vi~w . :c is rnt~&r liko an 

e.no::~olous . frce-tlo~ting pi (lee o:: Lu\o;ll.edra -ch ;; 1oes not: 1!1Csh in 

with the c nc ptunl sys~~=s t:hu~ the villcg~r us~s ~o const:ruc~ is 

r;:~i~ n CDkt scns~ of the world ~round h~. in ~ s~nse it olnost 

~ppeers "z~n-..•' to h'm. ~o v · -• · t ,. .,. . ......., - .. No .:r, t e J.ng:rccJ."n s use ... ~ cr 

ght or •e;r:-d:cy SUbS~[)!lc,.s Which aCC fl~~our end t st tO foo_s SO 

tha-;; it .r.. ll is di.f!'icult !or t-o Yillq;ers to t;bJ.nk of tht::n s 

having ~ cur ti v" cf""cct. .gcJ.r., w c;ust note -ho~ th..,ro is no clcl".r 

distineti b~twccn LGv s ~plncc~LLt solutio~ ns op?os c to LGo -s 
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pos ibl 

curu t. 

dur ti n . 

\ih t 1-

lso its ~ik 1~ ~jcc~ion free c_ other ~icn o~ consi-

~s~ i. ividunl rLvi~ws ~d up ~o. f~ncll~, is~ si l 

o~jor t ~ : in the ~crcoptior~ Qf the villDfcrs, th~ OnJ c~s ft 

1 cks ~t. rity . Neither in its -ou~ of diss~~inotion (ebro~~ 

youn , f ~1~ wor~~rs), ~or in ~~s frro n! t1 ~ nt (r.s non-curing 

r pl e~ nt s!lution), nor in t~t in r~ i~nts USL OLS i- . v ... t 

tropp~~ of uthorit tivcncss . ~hose who b~!on to t ~ -~ur"~ of 

locol ocdic~l ruthorit~ (th~ heal~h officials, tho loc~ ~octors , 

tho herbal ~~d spiri:u 1 ccdicice prnctition~rs, th r~teil~rs of 

c~dici-:s) hcv~ li~l int r s~ in lcndi~ th~ir uthority to this 

tcc~iquo . Pc.rticu: rly bccousc ~ho t.,c nicuc is co::pletd.~· 01:t"rn .l 

to their bocy of pr~cticu nd, in so~u cns~s, " thrc t to wh~ir 

<sSt blis lOd positiou .•. ll;hougb -:;b.:.~· cr:.j COt "Ctivcly Criticize th 

tcchniqu~, t~vir ~diff :tnc is ~nll~ su~ficit~t to discruCit it 

in ;hu ~~~s of th~ir clientLl~ . 

It ahuul , how vcr, ou point~d out th~t most of tho ~ptcts uncovvred 

in the pru~ious ~iscussio~n b·v~ b-tn felt clrcad~ by t~sc no ~c 

c~nc i~ w ~ CTh _r rno •• rc vcr . ~ nz st~ps have been~ ~n t 

v~rc c the c pr oleos. Th~ pr gran n w lays gre t c~h~is in in­

volving th~ D lc pcpul ti n ns well S the 1 c~l honlth pr~ctiti ­

nurs ;; suppc.rt the. us~ r. f LC:i~ . B:- " ccst :tc.::iio s well r:s vit~u ls 

~ cls used to :-c. - in! rc" the .otsact;c. nd :; gi v .. it grec:;; r 

currcnc: . It ~Dr.ins t be seen -wn~ther this st- p ! nu~h ri~ will 

lcnu t rcotor usage . HtwLver, it mny be prudent tf rcnind ours~lvec 

cr n th r ilom.oa :;h ;; this m-._y 1:rmg. 

It is essential n : tc r :s t th"t th " ~t!l rl cy" w h vo be-1n 

tr-.lki!'.g b ut cz:onrc .. s fr m tht B"=l s urc s w ich r .. r .. sp uoibl~J 

fer ~cb r the inequit:· c~ xplcit,.,ti n th~t run tbr u~h rur::.l 

a eiocy. '1:hc p plc I nuth ~ cy c.n c .. ic 1 ::: ttcrD be! -n t 1 t 

s ~ &r up f po pl~ wh wi ld ;;b!s ut r1t~ t c trnl sub~,;.-

t~.; • ...s 



.. 
• 

-

1} 

wb t r i is cc pt blL ~ r s rt t t i~ ~t~ rity ~ supp rt 

port-a 1 r 

~vert t 

ls - o-t~cr h 

- l S/<.. 

wh 

1 il blc,; th .,t; ls b" . .. is 

t which th r ~ n 

... rG . :,a: rc .r s 

• sy~ ~~ o ~ 1 it c t 1~ t~ ~ed-in n th~ s t ~ 

t t r l t 

;;-. i vi 1. c ~ts .. n ... t uph 1 ing ~ th t s~t o. In t i~ 

r sp c 

inc1ivi 

It w l 

s ~:;.... be-th vi s ~ tru !l- s ul t'l t re 'lins is :r ~· 

ls t :-ui .. -ho:~.r cti n wit in t!!eir own thicnl li.-.,its . 

th t w ul ~ ... rl~..c~ unf irl. n th~ ·chi .. ~~~s cf QeEP . On th~.. 

contr ~~ thcr~ ·r~ . d~spit<.. 11 the :~.ff:~.cul:~cs discussud ft~ v~ , 

s tr t raunds :!: r op-: it:d so. n f ct . ~he 2 usrg~ r t~.. is its~lf 

bst cleo t~t 

novel ppr c.cb lik r 1 ruhydr ti n , 

it is i iiienn;; th - v n of t h us~h 1 s c cu !orwer ond 

usee! i1;. is is ~ r~r:..ecd. n n t nly of F: • • .. cy d v tud ff rt on 

f t st'lff but olso e:: c=-str ti n of tho tr ~r:.-

dus it"' of the rur 1 p oplc r 3 ~ladcsh. 'l'~t , ftcr innw;:-

ernbl... nra cr b ins ~v ! ls st rts. ~:"f J::..,n pr cis as , shc.bby 

cxp ri::l t t! dt.:nu:uni:dng tr m nt , th" rur"l poor r still 

rllli 

f'f ~t is, ~n th 

of t ir .. r is • 

ivc v .. n 

pinion I this vri:er t l st . 

• s ~rch n Bv ::.lu tl.O Di~· , 

Dh .k 

F£br ... (l!:'y '198~ . 


