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Chapter 01: Introduction 
 

In today’s world, the importance of media is no less than our basic necessities such as food or 

clothes. The role of media has been one of the strongest components of globalization and it has 

ultimately transformed the world into a very small one through various platforms such as print 

media (newspapers), online media (both local and international), social media (Facebook, Twitter) 

etc. However, in the world of media and journalism newspapers have been the most prominent 

source of communication. In this regard John J. DeBoer states, "Despite the rapid development of 

other means of communication, the newspaper remains the main source of information for the 

people regardless of current affairs.” 

Nevertheless, even during the last decade the significance of print media was commendable. 

People couldn’t have their morning tea without a newspaper in their hand to know what’s going  

around the whole world. But now the times have changed, so have humans. Nowadays, people 

have much easier access to smartphones, tabs, computers etc. and love to stay updated with all the 

latest news online. Moreover, the Covid-19 pandemic has played the most influential role recently 

in making the online world more accessible and popular since people had to stay at their homes 

and still be connected to everything and everyone maintaining social distance. 

Since I was a student of Media and Cultural Studies, I was very curious about the world of media. 

I was always fascinated by the thoughts of knowing everything about current affairs and being able 

to deliver the message to the world. So, during the time of Covid-19 pandemic I was determined 

to work in a news agency for my internship. As an inquisitive person, I wanted to explore a 

newsroom where press releases and reports are formed into news stories and then published to the 

world through online and print media. 
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Throughout my entire undergraduate journey at BRAC University, I encountered several types of 

courses from literature, linguistics and media studies but the media courses seemed more relatable 

and fascinating to me. While doing these courses from media and cultural studies, I realized that 

to reach the common people of the country and express my voice to them is through publishing 

my writing in the media and that passion made me decide to study journalism and make my career 

as a journalist. 

The very first course of Media studies that had increased my passion towards journalism is 

ENG404 which was designed to teach how to write op-eds, editorials, feature stories, obituaries 

etc. which are some integral parts of a newspaper. Moreover, courses like ENG333 (Globalization 

and Media) and ENG331 (Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice) played a major role in 

introducing me to the media world. Concepts like globalization, mediascape, yellow journalism 

and their correlation between theories like cultural hegemony, high culture and popular culture, 

five news value factors of journalism, sexism and racism etc. were some very important topics in 

media studies. While I was doing ENG331, our chairperson Ms. Firdous Azim Miss inspired us to 

do a lot of interesting tasks like visiting an art exhibition at Shilpakala Academy in January 2020 

and we also had a discussion about that exhibition later in the class. In that exhibition, I interviewed 

some people and also took photographs of some spectacular arts which later helped me write a 

good event review in my another course, ENG440 (English for the Print Media). ENG401 (Editing) 

and ENG440 (English for the Print Media), these two courses were like the perfect notebook for 

me to familiarize myself with every basic rules and terminologies such as writing captions for the 

image, writing the lead, subheadings etc. I also wrote a movie review on Debi which was an 

adaptation of Humayun Ahmed’s famous story and I grew some confidence of being a writer and 

working in a news agency. Furthermore, I had also wrote an editorial titled “Rape: A 
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Social Disease” upon Roohi miss’s advice when I shared with her how the rape news and any news 

concerning women stresses me out and I want to help these women through my writing. Later, I 

was recruited at Dhaka Tribune through that editorial and I am really grateful that I got this offer 

of joining one of the largest news agencies of the country. 

I consider myself very lucky that I was taught by faculties like Ms. Seema, Ms. Roohi, Professor 

Firdous who have been guiding me so effortlessly with so much kindness throughout my entire 

journey of doing my major in Media and Cultural studies. I am also grateful for having the 

opportunity to witness, investigate, and participate in the news-making process at Dhaka Tribune. 

The idea of working and learning from a newspaper’s central newsroom fascinated and intrigued 

me and the offer letter from the organization had suddenly sparked a fire inside me to be a better 

version of myself as a journalist. 
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Chapter 2: Journey of Online Media in Bangladesh 
 

The reliability and popularity of print media (newspapers) is undeniable however, since the past 

few years the online media and newspapers have successfully received intense attraction from the 

readers. Nowadays, due to the availability of internet access 24/7 people don’t want to wait till the 

morning of the next day to know whatever happened around the country and the world. They 

immediately go for online newspapers instantly to stay updated which is also crucial in recent 

times specially during a global pandemic. In 2005, www.bdnews24.com launched Bangladesh's 

first online newspaper. But on October 22nd, 2006, they formally began their activities. In the 

following years, we have seen the rise of www.banglanews24.com, www.risingbd.com, and 

numerous other online newspapers emerge. These days, several print publications have their digital 

counterparts. There are also online versions of several TV channels. As a result, there is a 

progressive shift in the mindset of readers. Everybody is eager to get their hands on today's 

headlines as soon as they can. At least a few times per week, they are logging onto their online 

publications. Although online newspapers are very easily accessible and available 24/7 it has its 

negative aspects too. The experts believe that the shift from print to online news media is due to 

factors other than technological advantages, lower capital requirements, and ease of access. The 

main reason for this is that online news media may be established in a shorter amount of time. 

However, the cost of developing a robust online media platform is not cheaper than the cost of 

printing a newspaper and broadcasting a television show. Despite this, market analysts are not 

concerned about how much money is spent when it comes to online vs. print, they just care about 

whether or not it's profitable. Real analysts, on the other hand, claim that online news media can 

produce less revenue than a daily newspaper. Now, taking a deeper dive into the Bangladeshi 

online newspapers, it has been found out that the majority of readers of the online media are 

http://www.bdnews24.com/
http://www.banglanews24.com/
http://www.risingbd.com/
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between the ages of 25 and 35. Online publications post a small amount of content in an effort to 

draw in readers who aren't very interested in the news itself. However, they frequently omit or 

lightly publicize noteworthy stories. When it comes to crucial national and international concerns, 

sex and controversy are often used as a weapon to overshadow them. Occasionally, headlines and 

photos are used to entice readers into reading the story. In many cases, readers are left feeling 

misled after reading headline-grabbing articles. Therefore most of the time, there is a discrepancy 

between the headline of an article and its actual content. Another problem is these online news 

portals prioritize putting the news first, and only then its accuracy and authenticity. Many online 

news organizations are proud of themselves for releasing news as soon as they receive it. They 

disregard the significance of news sources' authenticity to verify their claims. Alas! That’s not how 

ethical journalism works. According to data given by the Ministry of Information, there are more 

than 10,000 online media in the country however, some mainstream media like The Daily Star, 

Dhaka Tribune, The Observer and The Business Standard are working seamlessly to maintain the 

standard and deliver accurate news to the public across the country. 

 
 

Chapter 3: A brief history of Dhaka Tribune 
 

Dhaka Tribune is now working as one of the largest circulating English language newspapers in 

the country and was first launched April 19, 2013 virtually. However, the newspaper started its 

journey as a broadsheet from March 1st, 2015. This daily news provider Dhaka Tribune is a joint 

venture between Gemcon Group and Kazi Farm Group. The founding editor of the paper is Mr. 

Zafar Sobhan and the editor in chief is Kazi Anis Ahmed, also the paper’s publisher. 
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Dhaka Tribune features both print and online editions in addition to their usual newspaper format. 

It features a news website in both English and Bangla languages. Dhaka Tribune’s Bangla site is 

Bangladesh's exclusive online news source. The layout of the Bangla one’s is very close to the 

English one. The primary goal of the Dhaka Tribune's Bangla news site is to increase the number 

of people who can access its content across the country. The Bangla site of the paper became live 

on June 2, 2018. 

 

 
Figure 1.1: Dhaka Tribune’s Bangla website 

 

The slogan of Dhaka Tribune is - “The news you want. No more, no less”. They have purportedly 

set their goal to be as objective as they can and provide news in a neutral and unbiased way. This 

way they will be able to keep readers interested and engaged throughout their experience with the 
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paper. Of course, we learned in our courses that other factors can influence bias, other than 

ideology of the paper, from Chomksy’s Propaganda Model. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.2: Dhaka Tribune’s English website 
 

The English website of the news daily doesn’t only cover national and international news but also 

covers various topics such as Fashion, Sports, Lifestyle, Showtime, Wellness, Teen, Food, 

Relationship, Art and Culture. Since, Dhaka Tribune had begun its journey on 19th April, 2013 it 

had also covered the Rana Plaza incident on 24th April of 2013 and was pretty successful in doing 

that. The newspaper aims to give the reader accurate information by digging deeper into the 

problem and reporting current events. Moreover, they also try to deliver the voice of the minority 

group through their writings. For example, they have covered the Rohingya refugee crisis in a very 

neutral way alongside issues like homicide, drug abuse, sexual assaults on women and children 

etc. 
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The newspaper has established its name through its award winning marketing campaigns like Glad 

to be a Bangladeshi and I am made in Bangladesh. Moreover, the news daily has been the main 

media partner of the ‘Dhaka Lit Fest’ since 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the newspaper covers various issues happening in the country and around the world has 

helped it reach the position of being the most visited newspaper and the nation’s second largest 

circulated newspaper. 
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Chapter 4: My daily responsibilities as an Intern 
 

Receiving the offer letter of internship from Dhaka Tribune was one of the biggest achievements 

of my undergraduate life. It felt like I was one step closer to fulfilling my dream of being a 

journalist. I joined Dhaka Tribune on January 21, 2021 as a sub editor of the Central news desk in 

Dhaka Tribune’s newsroom. The central news desk of the newsroom is responsible for all kinds 

of hard news. This department doesn’t focus on only national issues, rather it also covers 

international news and politics, sports, crime, economy, culture, law and order etc. I had to work 

five days a week for eight hours each day in the evening shift due to my other academic 

commitments. 

 
 

Figure 2: Internship offer letter from Dhaka Tribune 



Akter 10 
 

During my internship period, I was introduced by my shift supervisor to the style guide of Dhaka 

Tribune. The style guide had everything clearly explained in thirty pages of the Do’s and Don'ts 

of the newspaper. How to edit headlines and give a proper standfirst was very important for 

publishing a news on the newspaper’s site. The style guide also had specific instructions about 

spelling, post title and home title of a news story. The style guide was very necessary and in the 

long run it helped me to adapt the writing style of the newspaper and form my sentence structures 

accordingly. 

Apart from learning the style guide, I had to stay updated with several online media portals such 

as Bdnews24.com, The Daily Star, The Business Standard, The Observer, Bangla Tribune 

including the largest news agencies of both national and international such as UNB, BSS, AFP, 

Reuters etc. Moreover, I also had to read a lot of news articles online since different news stories 

of different categories had their own separate styles. However, as a sub editor not only I had to 

edit stories but I also had to find interesting news and report them to my senior colleagues instantly. 

Nevertheless, while doing stories I also had to maintain “Daily Story log” by sub editors which 

was basically an excel sheet where the team would keep track of all the stories published, edited 

or scrapped in the whole day. The list had columns of the following things: Headline, 

Source/Reporter, Edited by, International, Uploaded By, Assigned Time, Upload Time, Word 

Count, and Story Status. Among these, only the headline, edited by, word count, and status column 

was needed to be filled out by me; the shift in charge took care of the rest. 

At the beginning of my joining as a sub editor I was welcomed wholeheartedly by the whole team 

of central news desk. I was instantly added to the messenger group named ‘Hotline’ by my shift  

supervisor and also in two other Hangout groups called “DT Reporters” and “DT Sub editors” to 

stay connected and in touch with the team 24/7. These groups are used for different purposes; for 
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instance, the messenger group “Hotline” was the prime medium of communication through which 

the instructions were provided as well as the feedback about our work and how we can improve 

our tasks while strictly adhering to the Dhaka Tribune’s style guide. In addition, the hangout 

groups were used to collect necessary information and cross check them before doing a story and 

put it on for revision. 

 
 

Chapter 4.1: Doing Agency News 
 

Dhaka Tribune has subscription to two largest domestic news agencies; United News of 

Bangladesh (UNB) and Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) and these agency news helped us to 

maintain variety in news items and the news flow. Although we had the permission to take news 

copies from these agencies, we had to have changes in our own copies while keeping in mind the 

standard of our style guide and writing preferences of Dhaka Tribune. Nonetheless, we must 

always attribute the sources of our news for example, “Kerry invites Bangladesh to join US climate 

conference, reports UNB”. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.1: BSS’s Homepage 



Akter 12 
 

 

 
 

Figure 3.2: UNB’s website 
 

Although we were responsible for attributing the source for the story, when we rewrite it according 

to the angle we want or edit the headline according to Dhaka Tribune’s style guide, we would put 

the byline under Tribune Desk. 

 

 
Chapter 4.2: Doing International News (AFP, Reuters) 

 

Being a part of an online news media, not only I had to look around for national news but also I 

had to keep my eyes open for international news. The job of a journalist is to deliver the latest 

updates of the globe and bring everything together on a screen. 

Moreover, Dhaka Tribune has their subscription to two of the world’s largest news agencies which 

are Reuters and AFP that abbreviates for Agence-France Presse. 

AFP is the world's third-largest news agency, after the Associated Press (AP) and Reuters, and 

was established in 1835 with its headquarters in Paris, France. Montevideo, Hong Kong, 
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Washington DC, Nicosia, and about 150 more nations are home to its regional offices and news 

bureaus. In addition to English, AFP publishes news in Spanish, Arabic, French, German, 

Portuguese, and other languages. 

On the other hand, Reuters is a UK based worldwide news agency founded in 1851 and bought by 

Thomson Corporation in 2008. The news media broadcasts in English, French, Russian, German, 

Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, and Chinese. The Thomson Corporation acquired 

Reuters in 2008. 

 

 
Figure 4.1: AFP’s Website 
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Figure 4.2: Reuters webpage 
 

As a part of my daily tasks, I had to do the international news from these agencies and had to check 

the bylines and author’s name properly before I style any news from these sources. Moreover, I 

also had to be careful about our style guide because there are so many differences between the 

formatting of those news agencies and Dhaka Tribune. For example, stories from AFP and Reuters 

always begin with the date of the event, whereas both the print and online versions of DT begin 

with the date of the event in the second paragraph. Additionally, Dhaka Tribune prioritizes British 

English over American, such as the organization prefer spellings like program than programme 

and also organizations instead of organizations. For example, I did this story from Reuters about 

the sudden surge of Covid-19 in India during the month of April and I tried to strictly maintain our 

style while keeping all the information intact and accurate. 
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Figure 4.3: Reuters news copy 
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Figure 4.4: Dhaka Tribune’s copy 
 

 

 

Chapter 5: Doing Translation for Desk 
 

Being a journalist, knowing the A to Z of translation is very important. For translation work, the 

translator must have enough knowledge about both the SL and TL in order to successfully translate 

from its original copy. As a sub editor of a news agency, I had to do translation work almost on a 

daily basis. Since I was appointed to the English section of the media portal, I mostly had to 

translate the Bangla text into the English copy. However, the senior editors would instruct me with 
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guidelines for doing a good translation by removing extra information from the Bangla copy and 

then forming a short and concise news story to publish. 

In the course ENG465: Translation studies, we were briefly taught about the “sense to sense” and 

“word to word” translation in both the source and target language. We were asked to follow the 

book titled “Introducing Translation Studies: Theories and Applications'' by Jeremy Munday 

where various methods and techniques were discussed regarding translation studies. Munday.J 

states, “The translator should have perfect knowledge of both SL and TL so as not to lessen the 

majesty of the language" (26). In this book, Munday also talks about Tylent and Dotlet’s laws. The 

laws of Tylent and Dolet state that a translator must have complete knowledge of the source text 

and translate in the same manner as the original. Proper translation was outlined by Dolet with five 

principles and by Tylent with three principles (Munday 267). He also expresses that the best 

translators don't only stick to one way of translation; they must also preserve the original meaning 

of a piece of writing while doing so. The translated version's "truth" or "true meaning" should be 

identical to the original copy. To keep the originality and truthfulness of the main news, we should 

follow the sense for sense approach rather than word for word approach. Nevertheless, another 

important aspect in translation studies is Translation shifts. Regarding translation shift, author Lea 

Cyrus says, “Translation shifts denote departures from formal correspondence between source and 

target text, i.e. deviations that have occurred during the translation process (1240). As a result, the 

sentence structures might vary when translated from SL to Tl which is also called as structure shift 

in translation studies. Both the languages Bangla and English have a distinct grammatical structure 

so I didn’t rush when I was assigned a Bangla copy to translate that into English. I tried to 

understand and capture the essence of the story and then translated it carefully. 
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Figure 5.1: Bangla copy of the story 
 

While translating this piece I used both “word for word” and “sense for sense” method of 

translation studies since it was a sensitive news regarding the covid situation in the country 

informed by the health minister to warn the general people and they can’t be misled due to my 

negligence in translating it correctly. Since, I am familiar with Bangla language hence it was 

somewhat easy for me to reduce extra information while providing the necessary information about 

what the health minister was asking the common people to be careful about the covid surge in the 

country. 
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Figure 5.2: Translated English copy of the story 
 

 

 

Chapter 5.1:Recreating news stories from different sources 
 

The central news desk of Dhaka Tribune does not only rely on news from agencies rather they 

collect news from different sources and recreate them according to their own style guide and 

preferences. For instance, as a sub editor I was always occupied with the duty of finding interesting 
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news stories from sources like BBC, NDTV including some national newspapers like The Daily 

Sun and The Business Standard. Recreating from these credible sources and publishing them on 

site was an exciting and enjoyable task for me. For instance, once I was assigned with a news story 

from India about a woman taking legal action against a pizza restaurant for delivering her a non– 

veg pizza which eventually harmed her religious practices since she was a vegetarian. I was very 

intrigued by the news story because it showed the woman’s respect for her religious beliefs and 

her courage to raise her voice for any kind of irresponsible behavior no matter how small the issue 

is. 

 

 
Figure 5.3: NDTV’s copy of Pizza story 
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Figure 5.4: Rewritten copy of Pizza story 

 

Chapter 5.2: Making news story from Press releases 
 

Being one of the mainstream online media of the country, Dhaka Tribune have expertise in creating 

news stories from any press release by the government at any time and publish them for the 

common people. As a sub editor there, I also had to learn creating news stories with accurate 

information from press releases. I remember doing a news story at the very first week of my joining 

from a press release by BTCL of cutting landline connection at some specific areas of Dhaka city. 
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Figure 6.1: Copy of BTCL press release 
 

 

Figure 6.2: News story of press release 
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At first, I was panicked and scared about the task but when my shift supervisor instructed me in 

detail, I felt confident and I made the story successfully. 

Although this type of task seemed very tricky to me at first, later I became more confident and did 

several stories based on press releases. My supervisor and senior sub editors were satisfied with 

me regarding these works and I have tried my best to stand up to their hopes. Later on, I was 

frequently assigned with similar tasks and among them the press release about Brac supporting 

women during Covid-19 was another successful achievement of mine. My copy of the news story 

was praised by everyone and published on site without revision by my senior subeditors. 

 
 

Figure 6.3: Screenshot of the Brac press release 
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Figure 6.4: News story of Brac press release 
 

Apart from these two news stories, I also have recreated news stories about webinars and 

conferences etc. Especially the news story about My Sister's Keeper webinar held in Dhaka. 

Although, I had to make the story from the Bangla copy and by doing translation, I enjoyed it 

thoroughly. If I express myself honestly, I was so happy and proud by seeing myself growing each 

day with such a professional attitude towards my passion for journalism. While making the news 

story of the webinar I mostly applied the word-to-word method for translating since the story was 

about providing more accurate data and few about any sensitive expression. 



Akter 25 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 7.1: Screenshot of webinar press release 
 

 

Figure 7.2: News story of My Sister’s Keeper webinar 
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 Chapter 6: Obituary writing 
 

Writing obituaries is an integral part of a newspaper and as a part of the central desk I had to do 

this too. An obituary is basically a formal article that reports about a person’s death. The central 

desk used to rely upon the on-site reporters or verified sources for accurate information about the 

deceased person. When the sudden news of veteran actress Kabori’s death came, I was asked to 

collect all the required information such as what caused her death, the time when she last breathed, 

her age etc. However, while writing obituaries we had to first provide a brief overview on the basic 

information as I mentioned. Furthermore, we also had to add her biographical details, her 

accomplishments, her journey as an actress in Bangladesh and as well as her education. In 

newspapers, Obituaries are supposed to describe the personality of the deceased along with their 

likes and dislikes, as well as some of the few facts about them. For the obituary report, we must 

also provide the names and short descriptions of his family members and kins. At the end, it is 

mandatory to give the details of the funeral function. 

 
 

Figure 7.3: Obituary of Veteran Actress Kabori 
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Chapter 7.1: Covid-19 and Vaccination updates 
 

During my internship period, the Covid-19 and its vaccination related news were the talk of the 

world. Several variants of this deadly virus had shaken the entire world and everyone was anxious, 

worried, stressed, frightened and what not. Therefore, as a responsible journalist I was obliged to 

stay updated with every single Covid news all around the world and then publish them to the 

readers. Covering all the covid and the vaccination drive updates was a regular task for me at the 

central desk. Since, I belonged to a mainstream media of the nation only covering or broadcasting 

the national covid updates was not enough. I had to put almost every other news related to the 

pandemic, whether it’s from national and international agencies or the local correspondents 

reporting daily deaths and infections. For example, during a sudden surge in the daily cases in 

India while people were dying due to lack of oxygen and the nation itself was incapable of saving 

its citizens, covering this news was extremely traumatic and heart wrenching. Despite how 

negative that news was, we had to deliver those to the rest of the world to show how severe the 

consequences can be if warning against such a deadly virus is ignored. 

Additionally, Dhaka Tribune was also focused on updating and publishing news related to 

vaccination. For example, which vaccine shots are given to the elderly, which one’s to the younger 

ones. Alongside, giving news about which country is falling behind to fulfill the demand of its 

people regarding vaccines. We were mainly instructed to cover each and every update of the 

vaccination programs taking place in the country. 
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Figure 8.1: News update on India’s vaccination 
 

 

 

Chapter 7.2: Uploading Stories on Website 
 

The role of sub editor was not only about editing or writing news stories, uploading them on site 

and publishing them was also an essential part of my job. For uploading stories, I had to first learn 

about using tools such as the snipping tool, adobe photoshop, Bijoy to Unicode converter etc. In 

the second week of my internship period, I was taught by my shift supervisor to upload stories 

through the Backend manager of the site. Learning photoshop was extremely necessary so that I 

can crop, color grade, resize, blur, and even combine photos to meet our specific requirements. I 

used the Dhaka Tribune CMS (Content Management System) web application to upload, update, 
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change and fix the photos. There were three sections of Dhaka Tribune’s backend manager which 

are used for uploading separate parts of a news. 

 

 

 
Figure 8.2: Screenshot of Dhaka Tribune’s Backend 1 

 

Before I could post a story, I had to wait for a revised version from the ReviseSub, whose job was 

to cross check and correct any errors in the English language in the Sub-Editors' versions of the 

stories. In order to publish the article, I had to go back to the Dhaka Tribune CMS and click on 

"Add post," where I typed in the headline and the body paragraph. 

To upload stories, first I was given an account and password to access the backend manager. Not 

only I used to edit my stories and upload them, sometimes I would also ask to upload the breaking 

stories in case of urgency. 

Choosing a "News Category" from a list of options like "crime," "country," “entertainment”, 

“International” was very important to categorize the news accordingly. In addition, at first 

uploading images was a little difficult for me because the CMS of the Dhaka Tribune only supports 

photos up to 500kb in size. Because of this, I had to modify, reshape and resize photographs in 
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order to use them as "Feature Photos" in an article. For news photos, they always use a 1024x650 

resolution and a 72-megapixel camera. 

 

Figure 9.1: Dhaka Tribune’s Backend 2 
 

Nevertheless, Dhaka Tribune has some strict guidelines when it comes to using a photo for the 

story as a content image. As with Dhaka Tribune, photos of victims who are under the age of 18 

must not be shared, and blood-stained photos cannot be used as well. 

For news stories, adding identical tags before publishing the news on site is another requirement 

of the news media. The tags make it easier for visitors and readers to our website to find an article 

they're interested in. To maintain authenticity and credibility, Dhaka Tribune always gives credit 

to the original sources. 

Finally, I had to set the "Byline" in accordance with the story's original author. The byline should 

be "Tribune Desk" if the story was compiled from other sources. A reporter who sends his or her 

story to the central desk receives his or her name in the byline when the news is published. For 

instance, whenever I used to receive rape stories or accident stories from the local correspondents 

by Dhaka Tribune, I must recognize them as the original author of the story in the published copy. 

Most importantly, this rule was followed to acknowledge the hard work of the on-field reporters. 



Akter 31 
 

 

 
 

Figure 9.2: Dhaka Tribune’s Backend 3 
 

 

 

Chapter 8: Relating Theories to my Work 
 

Being a student of media and cultural studies, I was familiar with the theories related to media 

activities. Courses offered in English Department such as ENG401 (Editing), ENG404 

(Copywriting), ENG440 (English for the Print Media), ENG465 (Translation Studies), ENG331 

(Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice) and ENG333 (Globalization and Media) have enhanced 

my understanding of the media world. There were lots of theories and concepts taught in these 

courses that helped me in editing, translating and shaping my news stories. 

For example, in the ENG401 course which was designed to teach editing for the newspaper helped 

me to a greater extent. I implied the 5Ws and 1H technique I learnt in my ENG 401: Editing course 

when working on stories. "Who?" "What?" "When?" and "Where?" are the 5Ws and 1H we need 

to ask when editing a news story. The 5Ws and the 1H should be included in any newsworthy 

article. So, while editing stories, I had to follow the "5Ws and 1H" concept. 
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Chapter 8.1: Sexism and Racism 
 

Even in today’s globalized world, racism and sexism are two important terms that are inherently 

related with the media world. The capitalist market has targeted females and are using them 

objectifying their sexuality to sell their products. In this case, the media has been a proactive 

medium in building sexist and racist ideas and further using it for their own benefits. The world 

uses women, the blacks and the minors with sexism and racism for business. 

Hazell and Clarke (2008) states, “In terms of gender, magazine ads continue to perpetuate an 

ideology of sexism, in which women are presented as physically beautiful (according to European 

standards), submissive, and as sexual objects and men are presented as dominant, strong, 

successful, and sexually appealing” (19). 

However, Dhaka Tribune is a mainstream online media of Bangladesh and it is very careful 

regarding sexist and racist ideas in their stories. When stories are put on for revision, the editors 

cross check words to prevent any kind of stereotyping, sexist ideas or racist tags. For example, 

using words such as ‘Arab’, ‘Asian’ etc. are strictly prohibited. Another thing that I loved about 

the newspaper is, they never use the word ‘victim’ for any girl that has been sexually assaulted or 

raped instead they have clearly asked and encouraged us to use ‘survivor’ for these individuals. 

Additionally, I have seen people from different ethnic groups also work for the newspaper as 

correspondents, reporters which is highly appreciable. The course English for the print media has 

taught me how sexist and racist words decrease the value of journalism. 
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Chapter 8.2: Five news value factors of Journalism 
 

Media courses such as ENG401 and ENG440 have taught me the five news value factors of 

journalism. When reporting any news, we must keep in mind the five news value factors that 

make a news story worth reporting. The five news value factors of journalism are explained 

below: 

1. Prominence: In journalism, prominence denotes the frequency with which a new story 
 

will draw the attention of readers. Thus, when selecting a news story, editors and younger 

reporters often reconsider whether or not the news story will appeal to the local audience. 

For example, when a rape incident of a random woman is reported the news cannot grow 

sorrow and grief to the local audiences much. On the contrary, the rape news of the actress 

Porimoni created havoc in both the social and news medias. The general public are more 

interested in any kind of news of any prominent person’s life. For instance, the murder case 

of a young girl named Munia was the talk of the media because the murder case was related 

to the owner of Bashundhara group Sayem Sobhan Anvir. 
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Figure 9.3: News story of Munia murder case 
 

 

 

This mystery murder case was more successful than any other murder cases happening on 

a daily basis around the country due to the prominence of the story. 

2. Proximity: Proximity of the news basically refers to an incident's proximity to its audience. 
 

Proximity of a news story depends upon how close the readers or news recipients are to 

where it occurred. It is more important for viewers to see the incident if it occurs close to 

where they live. If this isn't the case, the story won't gain enough attention. The news of a 

war between the USA and Russia won’t grab the attention of Bangladeshi readers but if 

any political turmoil occurs in India, that instantly captures our attention. As a result, we 

were asked to give importance to the news of our surrounding territories. 

3. Timeliness: Time is a very important factor of any news organization. If a news 
 

organization transmits, uploads, or circulates a story quickly, it will attract a larger 

audience. Everyone, including news organizations, strives to be the first to report on 

breaking stories in order to maintain their competitive edge. To make the news worthy of 

reporting, it is crucial to speed up the writing and reporting process so that it can maintain 

its timeliness. For example, Covid-19 updates were the priority of any news media during 

my internship period. 

4. Oddity: Sometimes, people pay more attention to news that is out of the ordinary or 
 

unusual. Before drafting a story, a reporter tries to find the most current headlines. It's 

common for newspapers to have special weekly sections devoted to reporting the odd news. 

One day, I was assigned with an odd news regarding a gigantic whale found in the seaside 

at Cox’s bazar which was dead. However, my seniors told me to rush the story before any 
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other news media because the story was given to us first by our local correspondent and 

surprisingly that news became the most clicked one. 

 
 

Figure 10: News story of dead whale 
 

5. Consequence: The success of a news story can only be determined when it can have a 
 

meaningful impact on its readers. The consequence of the news value factor refers to the 

aftereffects of the news story on its readers. For example, the oxygen crisis news in India 

due to Covid-19 had very meaningful impacts on Bangladesh. All of a sudden, people 

became anxious, panicked, stressed and concerned about the delta variant of the Covid-19 

and started wearing masks again while strictly maintaining covid-19 safety guidelines 

issued by the government. Therefore, as a responsible journalist, I had to organize and 

list more meaningful stories and publish them for the readers. 
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Chapter 9: Mediascapes and Globalization 
 

There are dynamic manifestations of globalization in print media, television media and news media 

which are closely connected with the rest of the globe. A consequence of the rapid pace of 

globalization is that every country's politics, religion, culture, and economy are all intertwined. In 

today's world, one aspect that helps to keep things moving along socially is the advent of media. 

Arjun Appadurai, a famous Indian anthropological and social researcher, divided the total social 

stream into five distinct segments based on ethnicity, advancement, reasoning, and media. 

The media serves as the nucleus around which all of this revolves. "Mediascapes" is what the 

author Appadurai called this type of "scape," and he argues in his book Disjuncture and Distinction 

in the Worldwide Social Economy that "mediascapes," regardless of who produces them (private 

or public), will primarily be picture-centered narrative records of fragments of the present reality 

and what they offer to those who experience and change them in a series of parts". He asserts that 

the media creates a fictional cosmos devoid of any distinctions based on race. Because of this 

fictitious vantage point, a man from Bangladesh can relate to the way of life in the United States, 

the United Kingdom, or even Turkey, among other places. 

It's possible to get a sense of the other person's culture based on the images that appear in print, 

online and broadcast media. Dhaka Tribune has a similar effect on its readers and viewers when it 

comes to global news. 

Even without leaving Bangladesh, the images, accounts, sounds, and messages provide enough 

information for the average person to have a sense of what it's like to work in the United States. 

Somebody who is unable to travel to another country is able to envision what life is like in another 

country through mediascape. There's no doubt that the media has the power to put the world in the 

hands of its viewers. This is basically how people can relate to the desolation of war-torn nations 
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like Palestine, Syria and Afghanistan when they see them on their computer screen through 
 

mediascapes.  
 

Chapter 9.1: Hyperreality and Sensationalism in media 
 

The famous cultural theorist Jean Baudrillard has defined the concept of hyperreality as "the 

generation by models of a real without origin or reality.” The author has claimed in his work 

Simulacra and Simulation that the "imaginary world" of Disney draws people in and has been 

presented as "imaginary" to fool people into believing that everything around them actually exists. 

But according to him, the world of Disney or the picture-perfect world of the cinemas is not real 

rather that's fake and illusive. Baudrillard basically tries to convey that how the city of Las Vegas 

and its lifestyle is vague, the actresses that have the perfect skin and body are contradictory to our 

reality. And as a result, the media works as the medium of portrayal of the illusionary Disney 

world. 

Sensationalism is something that has a lot to do with online media journalism. Sensationalism is a 

very common tactic used by mostly the online media portals to grab the attention of its readers. 

Sensationalism is used by those media to increase their TRP and while doing so they do not bother 

about accuracy or truth. An example of sensationalism is when any magazine or newspaper makes 

up stories about personal lives of celebrities or political personas. 

Nevertheless, while working at Dhaka Tribune I didn’t encounter such news where someone’s 

personal life is being dragged. Dhaka Tribune strictly follows the standard of ethical journalism. 

When actress Porimoni alleged that she was raped, some online newspapers published article 

bringing her personal life into the foreground (through media framing) which eventually led to the 

defamation of the actress and the common people seemed to enjoy —a reinforcing mechanism of 

demand and supply in sensationalism that goes ethical journalism. 
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Chapter 9.2: Orientalism, ‘Othering’ and Islamophobia 
 

The western media has a tendency to overrepresent the crisis of third world countries like 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan etc. more prominently for ‘othering’ of the East. Too much 

media coverage of these developing nations then contributes to the defamation of the territories.  

In regard to Orientalism, Edward Said states “The relationship between Occident and Orient is a 

relationship of power, of domination. Of varying degrees of complex hegemony”. The western 

media is so hypnotized with their white supremacy that they never leave a chance of proving 

themselves to be better than us socially, culturally, politically, economically and in other words 

from all aspects. Since they have the supreme power of the world, they try to better themselves by 

defaming the ‘Orients’. 

Being fortunate enough to be part of a news organization, I had the chance to explore international 

news and had access to their homepages. Oftentimes, I would see how the western media would 

broadcast the news criticizing the religious and cultural beliefs of Eastern countries. 

Islamophobia is another concept which is widely used by renowned channels like BBC, Al Jazeera 

etc. The Muslims are tagged as terrorists and extremists as soon as any attack happens anywhere 

in the world without any solid proof or investigation. For instance, if I talk about the Israel- 

Palestine issue, India has declared to the global media that they recognize Israel and the western 

world has clapped for it without considering how Israel has unjustly occupied the land of Palestine. 

This declaration was broadcasted with positive responses and all this is a demonstration of 

Islamophobia. 

On the contrary, Dhaka Tribune strictly prohibited the use of any racist phrases and tries to present 

news stories with a neutral tone which is really praiseworthy and commendable. International 

media like BBC always attempts to show Bangladesh as a poverty stricken, illiterate and country 
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which somewhat hinders the development of the nation. If a news agency of a third world country 

can avoid racist attitudes, it is imperative that the western media can also consider avoiding it. In 

courses like ENG319: Modernism and ENG331: Cultural Studies, I was taught about orientalism 

and learnt that the western media deliberately do this to dominate and exert control over the Eastern 

people.  

Chapter 9.3: Popular Culture and High Culture 
 

High culture basically refers to the culture of intelligent and intellectual people that practices 

aesthetic arts, classical songs and also classical music etc. On the other hand, popular culture refers 

to the culture of the mass people. In regard to this, John Storey states ““High culture is the result  

of an individual act of creation and popular culture is mass produced commercial culture” (Storey 

6). The privilege of working in a mainstream media has cleared my doubts about the readers 

preferences and choices of news stories. For example, I noticed people were more interested in 

reading news articles about festival celebrations, cricket news, feature stories, carnival news, news 

of movies and dramas etc. because Bengali people are more attracted to popular culture. On the 

contrary, the news articles that narrate about special artworks, NGO or seminars etc. have less 

reach than the other types of news. 

 
 

Chapter 10: Media Ethics of Journalism 
 

When it comes to reporting the news, all journalists and media organizations are required to adhere 

to a set of principles, values, and norms. The term "media ethics" refers to these guidelines.  

According to Ethical Journalism Network, there are five principles of journalism. In an article 

titled, “The 5 Principles of Ethical Journalism” it is stated that “There are hundreds of codes of 

conduct, charters and statements made by media and professional groups outlining the principles, 
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values, and obligations of the craft of journalism. Most focus on five common themes.” However, 

the five principles of journalism are Truth and Accuracy, Accountability, Humanity, Independence 

and last but not the least fairness and impartiality. 

Dhaka Tribune's online and print publications are always based on reliable facts, and the 

newspaper always aims to provide its readers with the most up-to-date information. 

Dhaka Tribune is also a private daily, which means that it is not influenced by any single political 

party or organization because it is independent. As a result, the Dhaka Tribune does not publish 

any news that is unjust or biased. The newspaper's stories and news coverage are always geared 

toward promoting and practicing humanity. When I was doing my internship, I was taught that 

some words should be avoided since they can lead to violence, defamation, harassment, instigation, 

or any other type of liability concern. 

 
 

Chapter 11: Personal Account 
 

As someone who has been looking forward to this opportunity for quite some time, being a part of 

the Dhaka Tribune team has exceeded my expectations. I was fascinated by how a newsroom 

worked and operated. For the rest of my life, the lessons I learned during my three months in the 

media will stick with me. 

I learned how to write and edit articles as a student, but I didn't get much hands-on experience 

doing so. During my internship, I learned just how critical a newspaper's Central News Desk is in 

today's media landscape. I discovered that writing a news story requires more than just translating 

and editing; it also necessitates adhering to precise guidelines and methods in order to reach a 

wider audience. Even though I used to make several mistakes at the beginning of my internship, I 

have learnt a lot through the three months of grooming. All my senior supervisors and senior 
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colleagues were so kind to me and respected me for the hard work I would give on a daily basis.  

Although I had to work five days a week, I couldn’t realize when my internship duration just ended 

with a blink of an eye. 

Dhaka Tribune's three-month internship provided me with a wealth of experience-based 

knowledge. As a result of the pandemic, all employees were asked to work online for safety 

purposes. My shift in supervisor was the best mentor I could ever ask for. 

I am not very good at communicating with a large number of people but as a journalist, I've had 

no option other than communicating with the correspondents on a regular basis and as a result, I 

became more active and punctual. After translating and rewriting news pieces for them, my 

cognitive writing skills have developed immensely. I have also improved my critical thinking skills 

by doing research for news stories. I feel proud that I could contribute to the nation's welfare by 

contributing to the covid related news updates. 

 
 

Chapter 12: Conclusion 
 

Media is a big aspect of our daily lives, and it's constantly evolving. Reporters and columnists who 

use facts, figures, and other types of evidence when recounting stories about the past, present, and 

future are among the bravest of the storytellers. Because of my internship in the media industry, I 

gained a unique perspective. At this point, the three-month journey seems like a blip on the radar. 

The media world now never fails to astonish me. 

Even though I've tried to include all of my knowledge and experience in this report, there are some 

things I've learned that can't be put into words. I had to relearn how to write for the Dhaka Tribune 

while working at the Central News Desk, and I also had to get used to the daily grind of the 

workplace, where everyone is constantly striving to do their best. While working as an intern at 
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the Dhaka Tribune, I was able to practice the knowledge that I gained from the English & 

Humanities Department at BRAC University into the real media world. 

This whole experience has helped me become a more self-aware and capable person. I learned 

how to create things in a step-by-step manner. In the meantime, I worked on enhancing my ability 

to work well with others. I learned the value of putting in long hours, collaborating with coworkers, 

and maintaining a reputation for dependability in the workplace. My colleagues and supervisors 

were constant guidance and support throughout this entire journey, which helped me grow 

professionally and personally. 
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Appendix 
 

Appendix 1 
 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/01/28/2-000-land-line- 
 

home-phones-in-gulshan-moghbazar-rampura-and-gulshan-go-off-line 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/01/28/2-000-land-line-home-phones-in-gulshan-moghbazar-rampura-and-gulshan-go-off-line
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/01/28/2-000-land-line-home-phones-in-gulshan-moghbazar-rampura-and-gulshan-go-off-line
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Appendix 2: 
 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/02/24/why-is-unplanned- 
 

development-still-rising 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/02/24/why-is-unplanned-development-still-rising
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2021/02/24/why-is-unplanned-development-still-rising
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Appendix 3 
 

 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/one-arrested-over- 
 

gang-rape-of-housewife-in-tangail 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/one-arrested-over-gang-rape-of-housewife-in-tangail
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/one-arrested-over-gang-rape-of-housewife-in-tangail
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Appendix 4 
 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-battles-record- 
 

covid-surge-as-rallies-festival-draw-huge-crowds 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-battles-record-covid-surge-as-rallies-festival-draw-huge-crowds
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-battles-record-covid-surge-as-rallies-festival-draw-huge-crowds
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Appendix 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Full news at: 

 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-reports-another-record- 
 

daily-rise-in-covid-19-infections 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-reports-another-record-daily-rise-in-covid-19-infections
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/2021/04/16/india-reports-another-record-daily-rise-in-covid-19-infections
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Appendix 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/01/abul-hayat-tests-positive- 
 

for-covid-19 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/01/abul-hayat-tests-positive-for-covid-19
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/01/abul-hayat-tests-positive-for-covid-19


Akter 50 
 

Appendix 7 
 

 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/17/veteran-actress-kabori- 
 

passes-away?fb_comment_id=4469701713058209_4471444452883935 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/17/veteran-actress-kabori-passes-away?fb_comment_id=4469701713058209_4471444452883935
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2021/04/17/veteran-actress-kabori-passes-away?fb_comment_id=4469701713058209_4471444452883935
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Appendix 8 
 

 

 

 

Full news at: 

 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/whale-that-washed-ashore-in- 
 

cox-s-bazar-on-april-9-killed-self 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/whale-that-washed-ashore-in-cox-s-bazar-on-april-9-killed-self
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/04/21/whale-that-washed-ashore-in-cox-s-bazar-on-april-9-killed-self
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Appendix 9 
 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/2021/02/10/palestine- 
 

names-street-after-bangabandhu 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/2021/02/10/palestine-names-street-after-bangabandhu
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/2021/02/10/palestine-names-street-after-bangabandhu
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Appendix 10 
 

 

 

 

Full news at: https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2021/03/18/japan- 
 

announces-10-million-emergency-aid-for-rohingyas 

https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2021/03/18/japan-announces-10-million-emergency-aid-for-rohingyas
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2021/03/18/japan-announces-10-million-emergency-aid-for-rohingyas
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