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Abstract

This article explores the effect of development interventions on prevalence of violence against
women perpetrated by husband. During April-August 1995, 2038 currently married women aged
15-55 years were interviewed from a panel survey done in Matlab area under BRAC-ICDDR,B
Jjoint research Project. In addition to socio-economic and demographic characteristics, information
regarding prevalence of violence by husband were collected. Bi-variate analysis reiterated the
strong relationship between domestic violence and poverty. Multivariate analysis found BRAC
members to be 1.6 times more likely, and members receiving savings and credit inputs 2+ times
more likely, to suffer physical violence than non-members. For members who also received

training, over time, the prevalence of violence decreased.
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Executive Summary

Introduction: Gender based violence against women has increasingly being
recognized as a matter of international concern and action for the last two
decades. Today, violence is perceived as a threat to women's security, well-
being and as an obstacle to sustained development. Domestic. violence has
become a universal phenomenon and cuts across socio-economic, religion and
ethnic borders. This paper explores the effects of a credit based development

intervention.on violence against women perpetrated by husband.

Methodology: Data is drawn from a panel survey done in 14 randomly selected
villages in Matlab area during April-August 1995 under BRAC-ICDDR,B Joint
Research Project. A total of 2038 currently married women aged 15-55 years
were interviewed. In addition to socio-economic and demographic
characteristics, information regarding prevalence of any of the five types of
violence (physically hurt, money taken against will, prevented from going to
natal home, prevented from working outside home and jewelry taken against
will) by husband were collected. For the sake of analysis, these five types of

violence were categorized into physical violence and mental abuse.

Findings: [n the study population 6.3% reported having suffered ‘fr;)m physical
violence and 8.3% from mental violence in the last four months. The proportion
of physical violence was greater among BRAC members than eligible non-
members (p<.05). It was more likely to occur among women who were under 30
years of age (p<.01), without schooling (p<.05), possessed only male children
(p<.05), came. from landless labour selling households (p<.05) and were
perceived to contribute to household income (p<.05). Women under 30 years of

age (p<.001), suffering ill health (p<.05) and perceived to be economic
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dependants (p<.001) were significantly more likely to suffer mental violence.
Multivariate analysis found BRAC members to be 1.6 times more likely, and
members receiving savings and credit inputs 2+ times more likely, to suffer
physical violence than non-members. For members who also received training,

the probability of violence decreased.

Conclusion: The study findings reiterated the strong relationship between
domestic violence and poverty. Also, the prevalence of violence though increase
in the early years of involvement with BRAC, showed a trend towards declining

with the length of membership, usually more than two years.
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Introduction

Gender-based violence against women, especially domestic violence perpetrated
by intimate partners, has become increasingly recognized as a matter of
international concern and action for the last two decades. Today, violence is
perceived as a threat to women’s security and well being and as an obstacle to

sustained development.

No one common, universally agreed definition of violence against women exists
in the literature; moreover, the definition has to be broadened from time to time
to include different new forms of abuses coming up everyday. An official UN
definition of violence against women includes any act “that results in, or is likely
to result in, physical, sexual of psychological harm or suffering to women,
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivations of liberty,
whether occurring in public or private life (1). Domestic violence is said to

4

happen when . violence (is) directed against a female member at home”.
Women may be subject to domestic violence from an intimate partner like
husband or boy-friend or a female member on whom they are dependent e.g.,
maid servant abuse (2). Among the many forms of domestic violence wife-
battering, verbal abuse, dowry-related deaths and acid throwing are some of
the most common ones. Psychiatric morbidity like depression, stress-related
symptoms, chemical dependency and substance abuse, and suicide are
consequences observed in the context of violence in women’s lives over time.
Evidence is emerging on the direct association between domestic violence and

psychiatric morbidity that constitutes an urgent public health concern (3).

Domestic violence has become a universal phenomenon and cuts across
socioeconomic, religious and ethnic borders. Though patriarchy is blamed for
gender-based violence in the third world countries, however, the developed

countries also do not lag behind in this respect. In the US battery is the
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greatest single cause of injury to women (4). About 50% of all men beat their
partners at least three times annually. Population-based surveys suggest that
between 21 and 30% of American women will be beaten by a partner at least
once in their lives (5). In a survey of issues of concern to women’s groups in
developing countries, MATCH International (a Canadian NGO)j found that
violence against women was the most common issue raised (6). In that survey
it was found that in the United States, domestic battery causes more injuries to
women than car accidents, rapes, and mugging. Reports from France suggest
95% of all victims of violence are women, 51% of these at hands of their own
husbands . In Denmark, 25% of women cite violence as the reason for divorce.
A three-year study in Austria uncovered a high level of wife abuse, as did
official statistics from Poland. UN data in 1989 showed that about 2 of murder
victims in the United Kingdom were killed by their husbands, lovers or
boyfriends.

More than twice as many women are kKilled by their husbands or boyfriends as
are murdered by strangers (7). A National Crime Victimization Silrvey by US
Department of Justice found that over 2/3% of violent incidents against women

were committed by an intimate (8.

In case of developing countries, traditional patriarchal system where women
remain subordinate to men in all realms of life, combines with other cultural,
legal and political factors in aggravating the existing situation. Violence against
women is widespread in India and takes many forms. Greed for money and
tradition has joined to shape a unique form of wife abuse in the Indian
subcontinent: dowry death by burning, usually by dousing the woman with
kerosene and setting her on fire. The murder is disguised as a “kitchen
accident” caused by the bursting of a stove used for cooking (4]. No longer a
gesture of love and devotion, increasingly dowry is seen as a “get rich quick”

scheme by prospective husband and his family. According to India’s National
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Crimes Bureau, 5623 wives were burned to death over dowry disputes in 1993
(9). Kanhere describes how husbands ill-treat their wives to the point of
starvation and death, as a means of getting an opportunity to remarry and
collect another dowry (10). She also shows that many cases of suicide by

burning among women may in fact be murders-“dowry deaths”.

In Bangladesh, few data exist on domestic violence. In 1993, World bank
reported that intentional injury during pregnancy, motivated by dowry disputes
or shame over a rape or a pregnancy outside of wedlock, caused 6% of all
maternal deaths between 1976 and 1986 (11). In another study, Paltiel found
that severe beating, usually by husbands, accounts for 49% -of household
deaths in Bangladesh (12).

Under the constitution and general laws, women in Bangladesh are entitled to
equal rights and status to those of men. However, few women can in practice
establish these rights. Lack of access to economic opportunities, education,
and decision making power perpetuate women’s subordination. to men, and
makes them more susceptive to violence. Marriage, an important event in a
woman'’s life, usually occurs under unequal socioeconomic condition and with
age gap of 3-20 years between spouse, inviting marital disharmony in later life.
This along with dowry contributes to domestic violence against women (13). It
is assumed that opening up economic opportunities for women through access
to credit, skill and awareness training may enhance women’s status within
households and change their relationship with husband, hence reduce
domestic violence. In a case study of 500 married women under 50 years of age
from 10 districts of rural Bangladesh, it was found that women’s participation
in credit-based development programme reduced physical violence from 40%
among eligible non-participants to 19% among participants (14): In another
village study collecting data by in-depth interview, it was found that economic

advancement does not always ensure reduction in violence. Findings revealed
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the existence of mental abusé (e.g., threat of divorce or second marriage
whenever there is a problem, insulting the woman’s parents, not allowing to
visit natal home, preventing from interaction with other males etc) in
households enjoying economic affluence. Goetz and Gupta {15) argued that
getting involved in credit programme and bringing cash af home may create
tension within household and precipitate domestic violence. Similarly, Schuler
et al (16) suggest that expanding women’s access to economic opportunities
and resources does not always make them less vulnerable to domestic violence,
at least not right away. Rather, in some cases, credit creates a new arena of
hostility and conflict. They concluded that as problem is deeply rooted, much

more extensive interventions will be needed to significantly undermine it.

This paper explores the effect of a credit-based development iintervention on
violence against women perpetrated by husband and its determinants, from a

set of cross-sectional data collected in 1995 at Matlab, Bangladesh.

Background and Conceptual Framework

The BRAC-ICDDR,B Joint Research Project

Founded in 1972, BRAC is a large indigenous non-governmental organization
involved in rural poverty alleviation. BRAC’s Rural Development Programme (RDP)
targets the poorest of the poor with special emphasis on improving their health
and socioeconomic condition through group formation (village organisation or VO),
skill development training and collateral free loan for income generating activities.
The eligibility criteria for participation in RDP is that the household possess less
than 0.5 acres of land including homestead, and that the household sells manual
labor for at least 100 days a year for survival. These households rank among the
poorest of the poor. Households that are not eligible for BRAC’s RDP are

comparatively better off socioeconomically, and include rural elite as well.
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The International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR, B)
has been operating a Demographic Surveillance System (DSS) in Matlab thana
since the early 1960s. In half of the DSS area, ICDDR,B delivers a comprehensive
Maternal, Child Health and Family Planning (MCH-FP) services through
Community Health Workers (CHWSs), backed by four mid-wives based in sub-
centres. A research collaboration between BRAC and ICDDR,B was established at
Matlab to examine prospectively the relationship between socioeconomic
development and health and well-being of the rural poor since 1992 when BRAC
moved to Matlab (17). Data were collected on socioeconomic, demographic and
different aspects of women’s lives in 1995 to explore the effects of socioeconomic

and health interventions.

Conceptual Framework
It is hypothesized that with the initiation of credit an increase in violence may

occur due to increased tension resulting from cash flow in the household.
However, with the passage of time, as the household benefits from credit-based
income-generating activities, the incidence of this violence is expected to

decrease over time and is a function of duration of membership.

The following figure graphically presents the conceptual frénework based upon
the hypothesis: The three boxes in the middle column represents successively
the inputs provided by the RDP, the process occurring in-between and the
outcome with available indicators in the corresponding boxes on the right side.
After being involved with BRAC’s RDP as a VO member, the poor women start
savings and within six weeks receive credit for income-generating activities;
after few months, they starts receiving different types of ti‘aining. Through
these inputs a process starts at household i.e., women become mediator of
cash/credit flow at home which may change the status of women within

household; at the same time, women may start spending more time on income
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generating activities which may interfere with her pre-determined household
responsibilities. This process ultimately may result in incidence of violence at
home in the short time. On the left-hand side, the “sociodemographic

background variables that could influence the whole spectrum, are shown.

The different indicators used to explore these input variables are: membership-
-- its duration, types (basic members with savings only, active members with
savings+credit, very active members with savings+credit+training) and

eligibility.

Indicators like the size of loan, perception of household head about women’s
contribution to household income and time spent in income generating
activities are used to see the processes. Outcome is measured by reported
incidence of violence either physical or mental. The demographic variables
considered are: age, years of schooling, number of living children, occupation
and health status of women and the household level variables are: years of
schooling of household head, land size, household size and occupation of
household head.
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Conceptual Framework

RDP Inputs Indicators
e VO membership e Membership eligibility
e Conscientization e Duration of membership
individual level e Savings e Membership types:
e Credit e Savings only
e Training e Savings+credit
° age e Savings+credit+training
e literacy of
HHH**
e schooling Process

marital status

e Mediator of cash/credit flow

P - j» Size of loan
Rty i 2 it e HHH’s perception about women’s

= Changps inSaes withie i contribution to HH income
v P HnESEREt i el e Time spent in income enerating
e land e Time spent in hh work P 9

activities

occupation of
HHH

education of
HHH

Incidence of violence

Fig: Conceptual framework relating BRAC-RDP interventions to incidence
of violence against women within househoid

*HH: Household; **HHH: Household
Head
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2. Materials and Methods

2.1 Study area

The data comes from Matlab thana located in Chandpur district, 55 km of
south east of Dhaka. Matlab is a delta area and is intersected by numerous
canals and branches of two major rivers, the Meghna and Gumti. Agriculture is
the principal productive activity. About 85% of the population is Muslim and
the rest is mainly Hindu. A medium scale embankment on the banks of the
river Meghna and Dhanagada was constructed for flood control, drainage and
irrigation. The embankment also serves as a mean of communication in the

mainly riverine area.

The study was conducted in 14 villages, randomly chosen from 60 BRAC-
ICDDR,B study villages in Matlab DSS area.18). A total of 2038 currently
married women aged 15-55 years were interviewed. Of these, 445 were BRAC
members ‘and 1593 were eligible non-members. Ninety-one non-member
women from BRAC member households were considered as eligible non-

members.

2.2 Data collection

Two sets of pre-tested structured questionnaire were administered. The one on
demographic and socioeconomic characteristics was administered to the
household head and/or spouse while the other one which included information
on different aspects of women’s lives including domestic violence was
administered to the respondent. This questionnaire on violence addressed five
types of violence, which were: i) physical abuse ii) money taken against will iii)
prevented from going to natal home iv}) prevented from working outside and v)
jewelry taken against will. The women were asked whether any of the five types

of violence happened between herself and her husband in the past four months
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(from the time of interview). The categories ii-v are related to mental torture of
various degrees and grouped as mental violence while the first category, as it

relates to direct physical assault of various degrees, as physical violence.

2.3 Analysis
Analysis was done in two stages: first, bivariate analysis was done to explore

the different factors influencing occurrence of physical and mental violence in
the study population. Next, a Logistic regression was run to identify the
predictors of physical violence (coded physical violence=1, mental/no
violence=0) in two models. Eleven sociodemographic variables were added
stepwise for the first model: membership status, age, years of schooling of the
respondent, no of children, occupation of the respondent, years of schooling of
household head, household size, own land, occupation of the household head,
health status of the respondent and women’s contribution to household
income. Most of these variables were found to be significant in bivariate
analysis. Moreover, for predicting the effects of BRAC’s development input on
physical violence, membership type was included in model II instead of
membership status. Here membership is categorised into BRAC-eligible non-
members (=0) and BRAC members (=1) and, membership type into eligible non-
members (=0}, members with only savings (=1); members with savings + credit

(=2); and, members with savings + credit + training (=3).

3. Results

3.1 Background Information of the study women

Table 1 shows the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of study
women according to BRAC membership status of the households. BRAC
members are found to be significantly older compared to the eligible non-
members (p<.01). They also have significantly more living children, own more
land and come from households where the head has received more years of

schooling (p<.001).
334



Table. 1 Socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of the study

population, Matlab, 1995

BRAC members BRAC-eligible All t-test
(n=445) non-members
(n=1593) (N=2038)

Mean Age of respondents 35 (£ 8.2) 33 (£9.8) 33 (£9.6) P<.01
Mean years of schooling 1.14 (x2.2) 1.15 (£2.2) 1.15 (x2.2) NS
Mean no. of children 3.6 (£2.2) 3.2 (£2.3) . 3.3 (£2.3) P<.001
Mean years of schooling of .
household head 2.16 (£3.2) 1.6 (£2.8) 1.7 (£2.9) P<.001
Mean own land 36.0 (+ 81.8) 21.4 (£39.6) 24.6 (£ 52.2) P<.001
Mean household size 5.5 (#1.7) 5.3 (x1.9) 5.4 (£ 1.9) NS

3.2 Prevalence of violence

In the study! population, 6.3% reported having suffered from physical violence
and 8.3% mental violence in the last four months (Table 2). The prevalence of
physical violence is significantly greater among BRAC members than eligible

non-members (p<.05). No significant differences were seen in the prevalence of

mental abuse.
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Table 2. Prevalence of different types of violence among the study women
during past 4 months by BRAC Membership status, Matlab 1995 (%)

BRAC BRAC-eligible All Remarks
Member non-Member -
{n) (n) (n) -
Physical violence 8.8 (39) 5.6 (90) 6.3 (129) P<.05
Mental violence* 7.9 (35) 8.5 (135) 8.3 (170) ns
No violence 83.4 (371) 85.9 (1368) 85.3 (1739) ns
N 445 1593 2038

* money taken against will, prevented from going to natal home, prevented from
working outside, jewelry taken against will ~

To explore the demographic and socioeconomic correlates of physical and
mental violence a bi-variate analysis is performed (Table 3). Women who are
significantly more likely to suffer physical violence are <30 years of age (p<.01),
without schooling (p<.05), possess only male children (p<.05), come from
landless labour selling households (p<.05) and are perceivcd to contribute to
household income (p<.01). Women under 30 years of age (p<.001), suffering ill
health (p<.05) and those perceived to be economic dependents (p<.001) are

significantly more likely to suffer mental violence.

Next, we examined whether the prevalence of physical violence among BRAC
members varies according to the length of membership, or type of inputs
received. When testing the association between duration of membership and
occurrence of violence, it appears that physical violence initially increases in
the first two years, then decreases in the third year although this trend is not
significant. When testing the association between type of membership and
occurrence of violence, it appears that women who have savings and credit are
significantly more vulnerable to physical violence (P<.001); although, this goes

down when women receive credit along with training (Table 4).
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Table.3 Sociodemographic characteristics of study women by types of

violence during past 4 months, Matlab 1995 (%)

No. of respondents Physical Mental
Violence . Violence

Age

<30 829 8.1 11.3
30+ 1209 5.1 6.3
X significance P<.01 P<.001
Yrs. Of Schooling

No schooling 1535 7.2 8.1
1-5 389 4.1 9.3
6+ 114 2.6 8.8
x? Significance P<.05 ns
No. Children

No Child 117 3.4 8.5
All Boys 297 9.4 6.7
All Girls 287 7.7 9.4
Mixed 1277 5.7 8.5
%2 Significance P<.05 ns
Occupation

Housework 1973 6.4 8.5
Labour 36 2.8 2.8
Skiiled Service 29 6.9 3.4
x2 Significance ns ns
Health Status

Good 1221 5.9 7.3
Bad 817 7.0 9.9
x? Significance ns P<.05
Household Size

1-4 670 7.6 9.3
g 1368 ST 7.9
y? Significance ns ns
Own Land

No Land 185 11.9 8.1
1-49 dec 1601 5.9 8.7
50-149 dec 204 4.9 5.9
150+ dec 34 5.9 8.8
x? Significance P<.05 ns
Yrs. of schooling of household head

No schooling 1401 6.9 8.0
1-5 408 5.4 8.3
6+ 229 4.4 10.5
x? Significance ns ns
Occupation of household head

Farming 282 4.6 8.2
Wage Labour 822 8.6 8.2
Service 638 4.9 9.4
Housework/Unemployed 296 4.7 6.8
¢ Significance P<.05 ns
Contribution to household income

Yes 945 7.9 3.8
No 1093 4.9 12.7
72 Significance P<.01 P<.001

oy
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Table: 4 Occurrence of physical violence during last four months among
BRAC members by length and type of membership

Length of Membership Physical Mental Total
Violence Violence (n)

< 1 year 10.3 10.3 78

1-2 years 11.2 10.3 107

2+ years , 7.3 6.2 260

x2 Significance NS

Type of Membership

Eligible non-member 5.6 8.5 1595

Passive member (Only savings) 5.4 3.6 56

Active member (Savings +credit ) 11.2 8.6 268

Very active member (Savings+credit+training) 3.4 8.4 119

22 Significance - P<.001

In logistic regression, two model were tested. In model I, the predictors of
physical violence were those identified significant in the bi-variate analysis,
with the exception that in the final model the no. of children was not included.
All the predictors which were significant in model I were also found to be
significant iﬁ model II; however, their level of significance is a little lower in
model II. In case of the effect of BRAC development inputs on prevalence of
physical violence, model II found it to be more than two times greater in case of
BRAC members with savings and credit compare to eligible non-members, and

also other types of members.
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Table 5: Logistic regression analysis of factors predicting occurrence of

physical violence among study women, Matlab 1995

Model 1 Model 11
Wald Estimat Odds Wald Estimat Odds
e Ratio e Ratio

Membership Status 5.06
Eligible non-member 0.00 1.00
BRAC member 0.47 1.60*
Age (years) 10.92 10.34
<30 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
30+ -0.62 0.54*** -0.61 0.54**
Women’s Years of Schooling 6.52 6.03
No Schooling 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
1-5 years -0.55 0.57 -0.51 0.60
6+ -1.07 0.34 -1.09 0.33
Own Land 8.64 8.34
No Land 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
1-49 decimal -0.75 0.47** -0.73 0.48**
50+ decimal -0.73 0.48 -0.75 0.47
Occupation of household head 7.34 6.47
Non- labour selling 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
Labour selling 0.51 1.67** 0.48 1.62*
Contribution to household Income 5.14 5.72
Yes 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
No . -0.43 0.65* -0.46 0.63*
Membership Type 13.93
Eligible non-member 0.00 1.00
Only savings -0.09 0.91
Saving + Credit 0.78 2.19*
Saving + credit + Training -0.47 0.62
-2log likelihood 913.05 904.96
Model improvement 46.83*** 54.92***

NB. *p<.05; **p<.01; ***p<.001

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In Bangladesh violence, especially violence against women within marriage, is

not new. Patriarchy, systematic discrimination against women since birth,

patrilocal marriage system in Bangladesh where bride moves to the in-law’s

household away from natal home and, unequal power relations make them

vulnerable to such incidences. In this study, data on violence were collected
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through structured interviews. There seems a bit under reporting which is
plausible because without sensibly long-term good rapport-building with the
respondents, women would not like to show up their subordinate position to an

outsider as it is a question of their prestige.

Both bi-variate analysis and logistical regression show that young women
under 30 yrs are more likely to be victims of physical violence which
corroborates findings from another study in BRAC (14). When a young woman
enters into marital household leaving the security of natal home, she is thrust
into unknown social realm and is in vulnerable position. The expectations of
in-laws, especially mother-in-law, and husband are still unknown and errors in
failure to comply with results in violence. It is surprising to note that no
relationship was found between schooling and violence in fhe multivariate
analysis. However, in the bivariate analysis years of schooling of both women
and their household head were found to be inversely associated with

prevalence of violence.

The study findings reiterated the strong relationship between violence and
poverty. Women from households owning some land are significantly less likely
to suffer physical violence than those from landless households. Occupation of
the household head tells a similar story. Women from non-labour-selling
households are significantly less likely to suffer physical violence than those
from labour-selling households. On the other hand, women who contribute fo
household income are significantly more likely to suffer physical violence. This
finding further supports the view that violence is provoked by changes in power
relations. The change in women’s economic roles within the household is
initially met with resistance /resentment and in extreme cases, with physical

violence.

This study illuminates us about the dynamics of BRAC membership on the
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incidence of violence within the household. BRAC members are 1.6 times more
likely to suffer physical violence than non-members. Type of membership
indicates that members receiving savings and credit inputs are 2+ times more
likely to be victims of violence. For members who also receive training, rates are
somewhat less. However, the women who receive training are a bit different
from the average BRAC member. A study found that 83% of the trainees were
above the age of 40 years and that they are more likely to be from VO
management committee and leaders of small groups within the VO (19). Also, it
probably may be that BRAC members report violence more due to the fact that
they are more socially aware and comfortable in revealing private details of
their marital life compared to non-members. The evidence of a trend of change
in violence incidence with duration of membership, however, indicates that this

may not be a serious problem.

The last interesting observation from this study concerns the evidence, albeit
insignificant, that violence decreases over time. Proportion of women suffering
violence is high during the first years of membership, and declines slightly
among those who have been members for more than two years. Quite a few
explanations may be put forward to address this observation. It may be that
women are better able to negotiate conflict and avoid violent situations with
greater confidence, knowledge and information gained through awareness
raising interventions of RDP in the form of VO meetings, group interactions and
peer support. Or it may be that the husbands become habituated to the
economic role of women and initial resentment gives way to acceptance and
even appreciation(?). Also, the greater visibility of women in public domain, and
changing social norms about their status in society may make it less possible
to get away with violence without incurring social scorn. The latter is supported
by Hussain et al in a nationwide Impact Assessment Surveir of BRAC-RDP
where the authors found that after being involved with BRAC for 4 years,

women has become independent and they can move freely; household violence
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has now reduced and husbands do not dare to be too violent (20).

The probability of getting skill development training increases with duration of
membership. Membership in a credit group gives women enough opportunity to
learn many things, access to knowledge and information that also help women
gain power and autonomy. Training through skill and awareness raising
accelerates this process. Violence could also be preventable through
educational strategies as ﬁridings from this and other studie§ show that
education level of spouse is an important inhibitory factor for violence. But
more attention should be given to the elimination of gender biases in the

educational curriculum.

Violence by intimate male partner has long term consequences for the physical
and psychological well-being of women (21). Each recurrence of violence
compounds previous health problems and this can only be reversed by
stopping further incidence of violence. Early identification of abuse and
effective community-based interventions are required to prevent the occurrence

of such incidences.
This study raised opportunities for in-depth investigation on the dynamics and

management of credit entering into the household, role of skill training on

incidence of violence and how these interact in the context of micro-credit.
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