
MAHBUB1 

 

The World of Print Media as observed from the 

Magazine Desk of Daily Sun 

 

Asif Mahbub 

14103025 

 

Department of English and Humanities, 

BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh 



MAHBUB2 

 

 

The World of Print Media as observed from the 

Magazine Desk of Daily Sun 

 

A Report Submitted to 

The Department of English and Humanities 

of 

BRAC University 

By 

Asif Mahbub 

Student ID: 14103025 

In Partial Fulfillment for the Requirements 

For the Degree of 

Bachelors of Arts in English 

December 2018 

 



MAHBUB3 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

“Remember Red, hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no good thing ever dies”                     

                                                                                                                       Shawsank Redemption 

First of all I first I would like to express my gratitude to the Almighty Allah for everything. 

The first person whom I would like to convey my gratitude to is my father. He always had the 

dream that his son will be an educated person. He always inspired me in every possible way. I 

would also like to convey my gratitude towards my mother for all her support and love. She 

stood beside me when I was in deep trouble. She was there when I had almost given up on 

everything.  

Here, I would like to take the opportunity to thank my teachers and supervisor who made my 

journey as a student and an intern enjoyable. I have been lucky that I have done my internship 

under the supervision of one of my favorite faculty, Ms. Rukhsana Rahim Chowdhury. Although 

she was very busy but still she kept my request and agreed to be my internship supervisor. I 

would also like to thank Ms. Roohi Huda under whom I have done all my media courses. She 

helped me whenever I needed her advice. I cannot forget my other course instructors at ENH, 

without whom it would not have been possible for me to finish my academic life. It is a privilege 

that I got the chance to do courses of these honorable faculties, Ms. Nawshaba Ahmed, Ms. 



MAHBUB4 

 

Pritilata Sharma, Ms. Sabreena Ahmed, Mr. Mubin Shadman Khan, Mr. Mahmudul Haque and 

respectable faculties from other courses. 

Furthermore, I am really grateful to Daily Sun and their helpful staff. They not only gave me the 

ground for gaining practical experience, but also, supported me constantly during my internship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAHBUB5 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 

Serial No. Content Page Number 

1 Chapter 1: Introduction  

2 Chapter 2: A Brief History of Daily 

Sun 

 

3 Chapter 3: My Internship Experience  

4 Chapter 4: Diversity of my writing 

 Features 

  Reviews 

 Editing 

 Scribbles 

 

5 Chapter 5: Integration of Theories 

with Internship Assignments 

 

6 Chapter 6: Conclusion  

7 Works Cited  

8 Appendix  

 

 

 



MAHBUB6 

 

 

 

Chapter 1  

Introduction 

“The newspaper is a greater treasure to the people than uncounted millions of gold” (Beecher). 

Human beings have this basic instinct of knowing more and more. To, know more there are 

several mediums but the most used and accepted Mediums are books and newspaper. In my 

second year of under-graduation when I had to choose my concentration area I chose media and 

globalization. It has always been my dream to work in the field of media. And it was like a 

dream come true for me when I got the opportunity to work at Daily Sun.  

It really does not matter whether we agree of not, the phenomenon of Globalization is more real 

than ever. There is no denying to the rapid expansion of Globalization in twenty-first century. In 

so many ways newspaper is connected with Globalization. We are getting news of every 

phenomenon that is happening around the world. Nowadays hard copies of newspaper have may 

lost a bit of popularity like before because the digital versions of newspapers are getting popular 

day by day. This is also an effect of globalization. According to Shalmali Guttal, “the term 

globalization” is widely used to describe a variety of economic, cultural, social, and political 

changes that have shaped the world over the past 50-odd year”(523). Since we live in an era 

where every aspect of human life is dominated and hugely influenced by media, we cannot even 

imagine our lives without media these days.  In short media is the most powerful tool in today’s 

world for every class of people. Many different and interesting areas are connected with 
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journalistic media, such as television and radio, film and video, social media, editing, writing and 

publishing etc. Newspaper is something that has been associated with people for centuries now. 

Nowadays despite the growing popularity of the digital platform, newspaper is something that 

people still need. There are online newspapers catering to this growing demand of a fast paced 

world in need of immediate access to latest information.  

Arjun Appadurai, a contemporary social-cultural anthropologist recognized as a major theorist in 

globalization studies describes this as media escape. According to him, “media escapes refer 

both to the distribution of the electronic capabilities to produce and disseminate information 

(newspaper, magazine, television stations, film-production studios) which are now available to a 

growing number of private and public interests throughout the world and to the images of the 

world created by this media” (35)But one thing that has not changed much is the need, demand 

and marketfor hardcopies of newspapers. It seems as if as long as people have urgeto know 

more, the need of newspapers will be there. Newspaper is a kind of media that helps people to 

stay updated on a day to day basis. 

It is true that I worked at Daily Sun only for three months but, the amount of experience that I 

gained from there was amazing. It literally changed my way of thinking about journalism 

specially the print media. I realized that journalism has changed a lot from what I studied. 

Journalism has becoming more interactive day by day. Journalist these days seeks new ideas to 

make news’s more interesting and interactive. News has become are more appropriate and 

precise. Because, people are more busy these days they do not have the time to go through big 

news articles.  
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I am really grateful to Daily Sunbecause I have learned a lot during my three months of 

internship. I have improved my quality as a writer and professional as well. I learned how a 

newspaper works how creative writing works in a newspaper. I came to know how challenging it 

is for a journalist to work these days. And it gave me the thrill to pursue my career in this field. 
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Chapter 2  

A Brief History of Daily Sun 

 

According to their official website, the Daily Sun was founded in 2010 by The East-West Media 

Group. It is one of the daily English-language newspapers in Bangladesh. The East-West Media 

group Limited is the largest leading media house of Bangladesh. The enterprise owns two 

Bengali language dailies such as Bangladesh Protidin and Kaler Kontho, an English language 

daily which is Daily Sun, one of the most popular bi-lingual online portal Banglanews24.com 

and a radio channel Radio Capital fm. East-West Media Group is a part of Bashundhara Group. 

Daily Sun consists of twenty-eight pages including four pages on business, and eight pages on 

sports called “Winner”. The newspaper has various sections such as Front Page, Back Page, 

Metropolis, Sun Extra, Editorial, Asia, World, Culture entrainment and Post-logue. Daily Sun is 

circulated daily. Approximately it has thirty-four thousand readers in Dhaka city. Groove, Hood 

and Morning Tea are the paper’s weekly supplements that come out on Monday, Thursday and 
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Friday respectively. The readership of this newspaper is mainly for the people who know 

English. It has celebrated its 7 years on October 24th 2017. 

The eminent historian, British Commonwealth scholar and a senior faculty of Dhaka University 

Professor Syed Anwar Hussain was made the first editor of the Daily Sun. Later, thefreedom 

fighter Amir Hossain became the editor of Daily Sun. However, after the sudden death of Amir 

Hossain Md. Shiabur Rahman was the acting editor. Currently, the editor of Daily Sun is Enamul 

Hoque Chowdhury, and Md.ShiaburRahman has become the executive editor. The authorities of 

the newspaper are bias free and try to keep themselves honest and rational. The working 

environment is very good, and the employees are very friendly and helpful to each other. The 

office is located at plot no: 371/A, block: D, Basundhara R/A, Baridhara, Dhaka- 1229. 

The print version of Daily Sun is also available in online- http://www.daily-sun.com/ Therefore, 

people can also read Daily Sun in online anytime and anywhere. Along with it there is also 

ePaper of Daily Sun. This is also accessible online. The ePaper can give the feel of reading an 

actual newspaper virtually. Unlike the online newspaper, one can turn over the pages by clicking 

next to go to the next page, and back to go to the previous page. 

The number of employees in Daily Sun is around eighty. These people work in different sections. 

For instance; 

• Culture and entertainment- two people 

• Sports- five people 

• Reporting- sixteen people 

• Front and back page editing- five people 
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• Metropolis- three people 

• Districts- two people 

• Marketing- thirteen people 

• Online version- eight people 

• Business- ten people 

• Photos- three people 

• Magazine- seven people 

• Circulation- two people 

There are also sub-editors, who edit all the write-ups of these people, and make sure that no 

vague news story has been published. 
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Chapter 3 

 My Internship Experience 

Apart from an academic requirement to complete the graduation, an Internship gives student the 

experience of the practical world. Though I had some other offers from ad agencies but I chose 

Daily Sun, one of the rising English newspapers in Bangladesh to do my internship. 

I worked at Daily Sun as an intern from 8th May till 8th August. I was assigned to the magazine 

section.  In the magazine section there were about nine members along with the magazine 

coordinator. I was assigned to be under the supervision of the magazine coordinator. The 

Magazine coordinator was a very friendly and supportive person in the beginning but as time 

went by he started giving me a hard time. However, later I realized he was trying to make me a 

better working person. He always helped me to understand the office environment and how to 

cope with other colleagues and other work ethics.  

I learned a lot of useful techniques during the twelve weeks of my internship. The first thing that 

I learned was that doing a 9-5 job is not an easy task. I also had to learn about the difference 

between writing an academic paper and writing for newspapers. Soon there camea time when my 

supervisor praised my work and asked me to do a cover for a magazine.  

The magazine section covers different aspects of life and culture such as fashion, style, culture, 

entertainment, knowledge and current affairs. A good topic and a standard write up was the 

minimum requirement for a publication worthy piece. Daily Sunalso has three weekly 

supplements- Groove, The Hood and the Morning Tea. Among them, Groove’s contents deal 
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with popular culture, fashion, style and entertainment. This magazine mainly contains 

information about hair and skin care, and the latest clothing trends. It also contains entertainment 

information regarding singers’ or actors’ interviews and their lifestyles. In addition, this 

supplement also covers different concerts by famous bands and singers. According to my 

magazine coordinator Mr. Morshedul Alam Mohabat, among these three supplements, Groove is 

most liked and preferred by readers on social media because they are very fond of popular 

culture. Its readers are always curious about the fashion genre as well as the glamour world. The 

Hood represent the youth of our country who can be an inspiration for others. This supplement 

has different sub-sections such as scribbles, blah, fun-fact, talkies and brings the noise. Each 

section contains different stories, for example, ongoing trends within the youth, or maybe a 

success story for the cover which may influence others to do something good for the society. In 

short, The Hood tries to connect with the youth as much as they can. It provides real life 

examples and tries to motivate the youth.  

Another supplement that takes quite an effort to organize is Morning Tea. This supplement 

contains current affairs, social stigmas with possible solutions, and also promotes different art 

exhibitions. This supplement has sub-sections too, and these are special features, cover, and 

insight, around the city, feature and opinion. 

During my internship I was assigned to write so many features and articles that I was confused at 

first but as time passed I found my grip. I researched about writing and most importantly I went 

through my books and they helped me a lot. And whenever I was given an assignment I always 

tried to give my best. 

 



MAHBUB14 

 

 

Chapter 4 

Diversity of my Work 

For a writer the importance of a healthy environ is foremost, because a calm, quiet and peaceful 

place to think enables one to be creative and produce a good writing. Daily Sun’s environment 

was good and workable. I wrote, edited and translated many features, articles and some stories in 

the magazine section. 

During my internship I tried to apply each and everything that I have learned in my media 

courses. For instance, I have taken Eng 404 which is a course about editing and copy writing. 

This course gave us a brief idea about editing copies and copy writing. As media majors we also 

have the scope to work for Ad agencies as well. So, I this this course was a great help for every 

students. The most effective course for me wasEng440, English for the Print Media where we 

learned about different writing styles for newspapers and how to apply them while working for a 

newspaper. Eng 465 Translation studies, this course has taught us about translation and rules and 

regulation of different kinds of translation for example word to translation which is actually 

translation by word to word, This kinds of translation only emphasis on meaning. and Eng333 

Globalization and the Media where we learned about Globalization and how it has taken over the 

modern world. We also came to know about different aspects of media and different Medias as 

well.  

Features: 



MAHBUB15 

 

Features are very popular content of print media. Writing features are very different from writing 

story and writing a news article. According to my Eng 440 English for the Print Media course 

packet, feature stories are human-interest articles that focus on particular people, places and 

events.  Feature has to be detailed and vivid so that the reader can imagine the content. Feature 

stories are journalistic, explored, engaging, intelligent and through expounding on unique 

thoughts. Moreover feature stories are covered more in depth than other news coverage, while 

writing a feature it is always important to find out the most interesting facts. On  the  other  hand,  

the  hard story follows the  5Ws(Who,  What,  When,  Where,  Why) and  1H (How) pyramid. 

Generally a feature is broader than any cover stories. I always tried to follow the rules while 

writing a feature so that my feature comes out better.  I wrote seven Features during my 

internship at Daily sun. I have always tried to follow certain rules while writing a feature.  

According to Eng440 English for the Print Media course packet the feature writers need to 

remember three things and these are- 

• The writer’s opinions and attitudes are not important to the story. 

• The writer keeps herself or himself out of the story 

• Writing in the third person helps maintain the necessary distance. 

The following are the different kinds of feature: 

1. Human interest- These are the best known feature stories. Human interest stories discuss 

issues through the experiences of another. Example- #Me_Too Movement. 
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2. Profiles – This is a common type of feature. This type of feature presents an individual’s 

character and lifestyle. These features are mostly about celebrities or famous people. Example- 

The profile of Gandhi. 

3. How-To- These features give information on how to do something. The writers learn about the 

topic through education, experience, research or interviews with experts. A feature can be written 

about how to cope with the cultural shock. 

4. Historical features- these features celebrate important dates in history or turning points in our 

social, political and cultural development. They offer a useful juxtaposition of then and now. 

Historical features take the reader back to revisit an event and issues surrounding it. Example- A 

feature on Victory Day. 

5. Seasonal themes- These features are stories about holidays and the change of the seasons. 

They cover life milestones, social, political and cultural cycles and business cycles as well. 

Example- A feature on Winter in Bangladesh. 

6. Behind the scenes- These features offer the inside views of unusual occupations, issues, and 

events. Readers like feeling privy to unusual details and well kept secrets about Procedures or 

activities they might not ordinarily be exposed to or allowed to participate in. Example- a feature 

giving inside information about how a magician performs his/her tricks in front of the audience. 

7. Product Feature- A product feature is a slice of business functionality that has a corresponding 

benefit or set of benefits for that products end user. In a product feature prices of similar products 

are also compared. For example: Best Perfumes for men. 
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I have written many features while working at Daily Sun as intern. Some of my works were 

published during my internship period and some were published after my internship. The 

published feature titles are, The Emergence of Stand-Up Comedy, Wedding Photography: An 

Up-To-The-Minute Craze, Addressing The Challenges of Climate Change, Turning A Passion 

Into A Profession, Looking Back At World Cup Anthem, Fabulous Finals. I have always tried to 

follow the exact word limit for features. According to my magazine supervisor Mr. 

MorshedulAlamMohabat a magazine feature is usually between 500-5000 words. In “morning 

tea” the word limit for feature was 700-900 words. Generally, I used to write about 800 words. 

Published Features: Please find attached in the appendix section 

Event Review 

During my internship at Daily Suna colleague and I were sent to Bashundhara International 

Convention Centre to write a review about a food festival which was taking place over there. We 

went there and interviewed the shop keepers as well as the customers. By this method of 

interviewing, we collected valuable information about the business policy of the sellers and also 

the demand of the customers as well. The popularity of the festival was evident by the fact that 

people from all over Dhaka had come to buy food from there.  Inthe course Eng440: English for 

Print Media, I had learned how to write event reviews. Therefore, I knew what factors a reporter 

should keep in mind while writing a review. We were taught that: 

 Start planning your report as soon as the event is announced. 

 Take pictures of all the main parts of the day, for example if a band is playing, get some 

good close-ups of the speaker, the anchor and the crowd. 
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 Get reaction quotes from people in the crowd during and after the event and the best way 

to transfer impact is to get it directly from people who felt the impact personally. 

  Before and after the event, talk to the people responsible for planning and speaking at 

the event. They have valuable things to contribute, since they see things from an angle 

which is different from the customers. 

  Make notes of pertinent starts such as the number of people attending, the location, the 

time, the theme, as well as anything else that stands out or makes the event distinct. 

 Get close up pictures of the crowd or people you take quotes from. 

 Include the important statistics and sprinkle the page liberally with pictures of the event. 

Include 2-4 of the best quotes. If possible include the pictures of the person who said it 

Scribbles 

This is a different kind of writing. Unlike feature writing and personal essay, this contains more 

funny and light hearted content. These kinds of writings are basically related with humor. Humor 

is an integral part of our everyday life. One can express something or a certain subject in a 

humorous way. Even the serious subjects can be presented in a humorous way. During my 

internship, I had an opportunity to write something about the most popular and exciting 

phenomenon in our society these days which is “trolling”. In my writing I tried to talk about 

popularity of trolls and how it has now become an integral part of social media. 

Personal Essay 

Writing a personal essay is always interesting for me. Unlike feature writing in personal essay I 

can write about my own experiences and it also does not need that much of research.  I can write 

according to my personal choice. As I learned the techniques of wring a personal essay in Eng 
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440; English for the Print Media course, I did not face much difficulty while writing personal 

essay. I learned from that course that a personal essay can be a belief, a desire or an unfulfilled 

aspiration of a writer. It is about the writer’s discovery about him/herself. According to freelance 

journalist Mridu Khullar, “Personal essays happen by accident, when in the process of setting out 

to find stories, we end up finding ourselves. Every frustration, adulation, inclination, anguish or 

misery then becomes fodder for the personal essayist’s pen” (58).I also learned that through a 

personal essay the writers build a relationship with their audience through words. The focus 

should be on the story, not the words which means the essay to be written in a way that helps the 

reader to connect with the writer. A writer needs to write a personal essay in such a way that the 

audiences can visualize the writer’s experience. 

 Since my childhood I have always wanted to be a cricketer but I never got the support from my 

family to chase my dream. There are thousands of people around us who cannot chase their 

dreams. Most of the people fail to turn their passion into their profession. So, when I was given 

the task to write a personal essay I knew what I wanted to write about. I wrote several personal 

essays during my internship but the personal essay titled “Turning a Passion into a Profession” 

was the one selected for publication. 

 

Restaurant Review:  During my internship when I was asked to go to restaurant and write a 

review about their interior and food, honestly I was in a bit of discomfort. I did not know how to 

write a review about food and the restaurant experience. But, I took the challenge and went to the 

restaurant on the assigned day. It was a very interesting experience for me. It was a Japanese 

restaurant which is situated in Gulshan. So, I went there, talked with the manager and tasted 



MAHBUB20 

 

many of their food items and of course they were provided free of cost. I enjoyed the experience 

of writing about it. The review got published the very next day.    

Editing 

Editing assignments were the most challenging for me during my internship. Editing is an area 

where you cannot write or add anything on your own; rather, you have to bring out the message 

of thereporter. While editing I had to check grammatical errors, errors in sentence structure, 

punctuation and attribution. I also had to give attractive headlines to these stories so that readers 

find these stories interesting and newsworthy. During editing I also had to crosscheck 

information written in by the reporters. Because, sometimes reporters make mistakes while 

giving information. For example once I was editing a copy about a robotic exhibition so, I had to 

search the internet and crosscheck the information given by the reporter. Sometimes if I could 

not find any information on internet, my supervisor would help me on those occasions. 

Moreover, while editing I had to keep in mind that the tone of the writer has to be more 

conversational so that the readers can feel connected while reading the story. 

While editing I learned about the techniques of hard news story headline and feature headline. 

Hard news is a term most often used by journalists and others who work in the media industry, 

Hard news is the kind of fast-paced news that usually appears on the front page of newspapers. 

Stories that fall under the umbrella of hard news often deal with topics like business, politics and 

international news. (Reference: https://www.thebalancecareers.com/hard-news-how-does-it-

differ-from-other-types-2316022) 

News headlines should be more informative and feature headlines need to be a little bit 

mysterious, colorful and dramatic. Here is an example for hard news headline “Cage Paintings to 

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-get-started-in-journalism-1986936
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/top-paying-media-jobs-2316081
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be displayed at AFD” This headline gives us information. Here is an example of feature headline 

“Turning Passion into a Profession.” This headline gives mystery to a reader and grows his/her 

interest to read the story. While editing headlines, writers should remember the following rules: 

• Writers should read and understand the story before writing the headline.  

• Writers should write a rough headline, experimenting with word combinations that will 

 form one or more lines of the headline.   

• Writers should choose specific and precise words.   

• He/she should make each word count.  

• He/she should use action verbs and some creativity.   

• He/she should stuck over if he/she were stuck. (Smith and O’Connell 139). 

Edited Articles: Please find attached in the appendix section 
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Chapter 5 

Integration of Theories with My Internship Assignments 

All the media courses that I have completed during my academic years at BRAC University 

helped me to work in a more efficient manner at the Daily Sun. As a student of BRAC 

University (English and Humanities), I have done Editing (Eng-401), Copywriting (Eng-404), 

Print media (Eng-440), Translation Studies (Eng-465), Globalization and other courses. Among 

these the editing and copywriting courses were quite useful during my internship.  In terms of 

editing headlines one should remember the following rules and regulations: 

1. A writer should read and understand the story before writing the headline 

2. A writer should write a rough headline, experimenting with word combinations that will form 

one more line of the headline 

3. Writers should choose specific and precious words 

4. He/she should make each word count 

5. He/she should use action verbs and some creativity 

6. He/she should be stuck over if he/she were stuck (Smith and O'Connell 139) 

Every time when I wrote any feature, I tried to follow some rules which were taught in my class 

and that learning helped me a lot to forward in describing a story. 
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1. Human Interest- these are the best-known feature stories. Human interest stories discuss 

issues through the experiences of another. Example- domestic’s violence or sexual harassment 

against women. 

2. Profiles – this is a common type of feature. This type of feature presents an individual’s 

character and lifestyle. These features are mostly about celebrities or famous people. 

3. How To- these features give information on how to do something. The writers learn about the 

topic through education, experience, research or interviews with experts. A feature can be written 

about how to take care of your skin. 

4. Historical Features- these features celebrate important dates in history or turning points in 

our social, political and cultural development. They offer a useful juxtaposition of then and now. 

5. Seasonal Themes- these features are stories about holidays and the change of the seasons. 

They cover life milestones, social, political and cultural cycles and business cycles as well. 

Example- a feature on winter in Bangladesh 

6. Behind the Scenes- These features offer the inside views of unusual occupations, issues, and 

events give the readers a feeling of penetrating the inner circle or being a mouse in a corner. 

Readers like privy to unusual details and well-kept secrets about procedures or activities they 

might not ordinarily be exposed to or allowed to participate in. Example- a feature giving inside 

information about how a magician performs his/her tricks in front of the audience. 

Feature stories are journalistic reports. They are not opinion essays or editorials. They should not 

be confused with creative writing or works of fiction. Feature writers need to remember three 

things. Those are: 
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• The writer’s opinions and attitudes are not important to the story. 

• The writer keeps herself or himself out of the story. 

• Writing in the third person helps maintain the necessary distance (Curtis, Anthony, 2011) 

Panopticon and Gaze 

 The media can be looked at through the concept of ‘Panopticon and Gaze’ by Foucault. From 

the very beginning, the eye of power has been bestowed upon us in different ways. For example, 

we can consider religion to be a major Panopticon that interiorizes ‘God’s Gaze’ within subjects 

to control them. Similarly, in today’s world, the media can be considered as a tool of Panopticon, 

as we all know that we are being observed by someone. Similarly we are also aware of our 

actions. It is reinforced within the minds of the citizens that their crimes are being recorded by 

the media, and is being published for the masses to read and know. Social media is available for 

everyone anyone can make anything viral through this media. So, ‘fear of getting caught’ is 

instilled within people, i.e. It has also installed an idea among people that, they are being 

watched if they do anything illegal they will get caught. In short, the media is everywhere and 

the word privacy has been transferred into transparency. 
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Chapter 6 

Conclusion 

I have successfully used academic knowledge with practical experience to write my internship 

report. My internship report is on my experience of working at Daily Sun and assignments that I 

was given. 

Newspaper is still the main medium for people to know about day to day news’s and stay 

updated with the world. Print Media is a major form in this field and getting to work in print 

media made me feel like a contributor to the globalized world. I had the chance to learn, to 

develop my skills, to gain professional experience. I was also being able to understand different 

aspects of journalism and writing for newspaper. I also got a very brief idea about 21st century 

journalism. I will always cherish this experience for the rest of my life.  
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