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ABSTRACT

This paper is an attempt to understand the context of tourism at Nijaum Dwip (Chawr
Osman). Data collected through site visits and literary sources are put forward here to
analyse the site and its surroundings. The aim of the study is to help design a Tourist Lodge
at a 47 acres site along the south western edge of the island. The primary concern of
investigation are (i) the Keora Forest (National Park), (ii) the local human living pattern and

the surrounding ecosystem, and (iii) the site’s vulnerability to Tropical Cyclones.

It is expected that these collection of data and its analysis will contribute to develop a

suitable set of program and the capacity of the envisaged Tourist Lodge.
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INTRODUCTION

The large stretch of Keora Forest (man-made), with its star-celebrity the Spotted Deer, and
the playful winter migratory birds along the Tropical northern coast of Bay of Bengal makes
up the perfect setting to attract numerous tourists to this island. Evidently, the increase in
number of tourists and enthusiasts, in the last three years, have gathered the attention of
various investors. Also, the Bangladesh Government's acknowledgement of Njjaum Dwip as
a Union of Hatiya Thana, in 2011, has altered the land price and the interest of local people

on a financial context.

This whole shift in scenario is resulting in more and more visitors annually to Nijhum Dwip.
On arrival, these guests (as locally addressed) find themselves in vigorous interaction with
the local people while indulging themselves in the experiences and resources of the amazing

natural site.

On the contrary, of its beauty, this inland island like many others of its kind in the northern
coast of the Indian Ocean is subject to the wrath of multiple Tropical Cyclone surges every
year. Frequently enough, these Cyclones grow into Super Cyclones tearing down everything
in its path. Loss of lives and infrastructure reach catastrophic levels. Yet, the wash-away of
lives is followed by resettlement of migrators from nearby islands and mainland. This is a

clear indication of the importance of the resources that are contained in the island.

Inhabitants of Chawr Osman, in particular, have had past experiences of destructive cyclone
surges, in the last 50 years and are still vulnerable to future intensity of storm surges due to
its location in the Bay of Bengal. The island's low elevation with respect to the sea level also
puts it at risk of the global climate change issues, such as sea-level rise. Nijjhum Dwip is
seasonally (during Monsoon season) inundated by sea-water, disrupting normal way of life

of the inhabitants.

The coastal afforestation initiative taken by the government for Keora plantation in these
islands is a direct response to minimise the impact of the cyclone surges in the future.
Various other studies and researches in many fields are going on, both nationally and
internationally, to improve the livelihood of these tropical coastal plains, while keeping its

resources un-exploited.




Nishorgo Network, allied with Bangladesh Ministry of Environment and Forest while funded
by organizations like USAID, have been playing an active role in the development and
conservation of Protected Areas (PA), such as Nijhum Dwip. In addition, International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), collaborated with Bangladesh Forest Research Institute
(BFRI), has been carrying out environmental researches to enrich the overall understanding
of such unique eco-systems. All in the hope to reach better and efficient solutions for such
presented situation where the beauty and wrath of nature interacts with the livelihood of the

people in a visible three-dimensional space of coastal plain.

‘The results suggest that natural assets with experienced human resource and financial
support as well as excellent social relationship are the appropriate option for enhancing
coastal fishing community resilience to withstand climate change disaster events.’ (Hossain,
et al., 2013).
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Chapter 1
BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
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1.1 Project Brief

Bangladesh government announced a group of 11 islands (southern edge of Noakhali
district), namely "Nijhum Dwip", as National Park, in the hope to conserve the natural setting.
Chawr Osman, one of these 11 islands, constitute the CORE ZONE of the park, and falls
under the jurisdiction of ‘Hatiya’ pouroshobha. Since this announcement in 2001, the

proposal has been developed in two phases in 2007 and 2009.

As a potential new island, Chawr Osman attracts a substantial amount of attention of a
variety of groups of people. Since the announcement of it to be a natural sanctuary, all of its
users seem to be in partial light of the reality itself, of how to efficiently use this remarkable
site. Moreover, to pose further hesitation for the users, its location in the Bay of Bengal
leaves it as one of the most vulnerable to coastal calamities. Direct exposure to tidal effects
makes this island an ever-shifting piece of land, and hence exhibits the maximum dramatics

of the seasonal changes.

1.2 Project Introduction

The first and most crucially important group of people consists of the local farmers and
fishermen. Though the small island sits in a salty sea, a large portion of the land inward is
irrigable for crops. More and more of these small farmer communities are coming into
existence due to migration of few families from the northern portion of Hatiya (mostly due

loss of assets by coastal erosion).

The fishermen families tend to live in smaller communities spread out more around the
edges of the island. Also, as almost half of the island is conserved forest area, many of
these families have adapted to foraging the seasonal reward of the forest and selling them in
local markets. The second group is a fairly small one with the pouroshobha officials and
representatives who are in charge of maintaining the area. Another small group is made up
of the entrepreneurs of small shops, hotels and services attending the inhabitants and the
fourth group, the visitors. The visitors comprise of people traveling here for recreational,
research and trading purposes. This group is mostly entertained by the NGOs that are

stationed locally.
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With all these activities of the users amongst the natural treasure in this enigmatic chunk of
land, intervention by understanding and implementing order is now a necessity. Growth rate,
just as visible to local people, is @ major concern. Also with an increasing amount of tourist
and researcher, new and innovative facilities are to be brought to the area, which needs

careful inspection.

To my opinion, an intervention of architectural thought into this proposal can help the

initiation and establishment of refined efficiency.

1.3 Aims and Objectives of the Project

The primary and the most crucial objective of the project is to bring together the programme
of eco-tourism and adaptability of the structure in a coastal context. Dealing with local people
and their coastal habitat along with the tourists, as they find themselves away from home,

brings in the aim to realize the comfort zone of these people.

Objectives:
e to promote eco-tourism
e to conserve the environment and bio diversity
» to restore and prolong the community of new land
* to address the livelihood of inhabitants (fishermen community)
e to improve education and research scope
¢ to host the guests and the national park while creating a healthy and self- sustaining

tourist spot

1.4 Aims and Objectives of the Project

The programme of the project will be to host the guests using:
» the understanding of architecture,
+ the understanding of nature and its eco-systems,
* the Guidelines of Eco-tourism set by Nishorgo Network, supported by the
lessons learnt in the projects funded by USAID, and
» other literary guidelines published by experienced architects (Hitesh Mehta)
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1.5 Methodology

Research problem:
How can eco-tourism revitalize the coastal areas of Bangladesh?

| propose doing this by looking into the two important points of my scheme in detail:

Architecture: Investigating the local architecture. This is an important element of the design
as the type of buildings, or villas, designed need to reflect the local culture and heritage of
the area so that tourists can experience it firsthand.

- What is the local vernacular architecture?
- What are the materials used in constructing the local buildings?

- How are all of the above (materials, construction) related to the local climate,

culture and society?

- Are there any precedents for this type of scheme being undertaken in other parts of

Bangladesh?

Eco-tourism: Understanding the principles of ecotourism is important

- What is eco-tourism?
- What are the main principles of eco-tourism?

- How do the architecture and the eco-tourism principles reinforce each other?

The second important factor to consider is the existing plantation into which the scheme is
being incorporated. The eco-resort is to sit within this working plantation without hindering its
daily operations.

- Which areas of the plantation need to be kept private and which areas are to be

opened up to the guests?
- What is the maximum allowable number of guests?

- What are the essential design and functionality components that need to be

addressed for this scheme to work?
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Chapter 2

SITE APPRAISAL
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INTERACTING WITH CYCLONE

Tourist Lodge at Nijhum Dwip, chawr 0sman, Hatiya.
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