
























inspired them to partic ipate and volunteer. "They are successful people whose 
debating skills helped in their respective career", he added. 

When I asked Gunjan what they think about other participants from other schools, he 
said, "What we noticed is that participants from other schools are immensely talented. 
Most students are from class eight or nine, the level of their knowledge is really good. 
The j udges fe lt the same. Their creativity is awesome". Students from other schools 
and col leges are very interested in participating in the competition because this is a 
prestigious tournament. 

From Mahadib Habib, President of Administration, NDDC, we got to know that in the 
club there are three presidents; President of Administration, President of Debate and 
Workshop and President of Press and Publication. "Admin istration controls the whole 
th ing. We decide who gives the open ing speech, who the Chief Guest will be, among 
other things", said Mahadi. Debate and Workshop decides the topic and al so selects 
the judges while Press and Publication takes the responsibil ity of posters and banners. 
"We know how to cope up with club activities and so these activities do not hamper 
our studies", Mahadi added. 

The moderator of Notre Dame Collage said that they did face some minor problems 
while organising thi s debate. He said, " Ultimate ly I select the president of the club but 
I take opinions from others as well. Sometimes I accept their opinions and sometimes 
I don't. While selecting the president usually I look for certain qualities. He has to be 
someone who can communicate with ease and can organise effort lessly." 

While writing individually, J fo llowed the same rules as these are applicable for 

every news. The article J wrote individually for the cover story "Students Life 

Di lemmas" is shown below-

Example 3: This is an example of individually written article. 

Give Us The Chance, We can Do Better 

Sadia Atrin Arin 

Sometimes university students are forced to take courses in wh ich they do not have 
any interest at all. As a student of a private university, I have faced these problems 
several times. Consequently, J never did well in those courses. I asked myself many 
times, "Why can't I choose my own subject? Why do J have to take Biology, Math, 



build a career. In such cases, they study other subjects and as a result their potentials 
often go to waste. Students studying their favourite subject, make their future and 
career better. One of my friends, Tri loy, got admission in English but he wanted to 
study in Business Administration. As he did not do well in the Mathematics part in the 
admission test, he had to study in English for one year, but he managed to change his 
department and got admission in BBA later. "I am so happy now that I'm studying in 
BBA but I regret as I lost one year", said Triloy. "My friends and batch mates will get 
their graduation before me", he added. 

My classmate, Ridwan, is studying in English with me. He gave admission tests in 
different public universities including University of Dhaka, Khulna University and 
Jahangirnagar University. In Khulna University he gave the admission test for BBA 
but did not get chance and same thing happened in the University of Dhaka where he 
did not get chance in 'Gha Unit'. 

From my perspective, everyone shou ld get the chance to do better in his or her study 
and it is possible only when they can study the subject oftheir interest. 

So, when I wrote the articles for the Spotlight, the knowledge I got fro m the 

courses including English for Print Media, Copy Editing and Copywriting helped me 

most. Without the understanding of the inverted pyramid style and five Ws and one H, 

it would have been difficult for me to write the articles. 



5. Interviewing 

I did not have any idea about interviewing people before I took the course 

English for Print Media (ENG440). While doing this course I had to take interviews 

of different people such as street children, officials of NGOs, eNG driver, owner of 

tea stall, shopkeeper and students. This experience is really helpful as it taught me 

how to interact with different sorts of people. As a consequence, I got not only 

theoretical knowledge about interviewing but al so practical experience of 

interviewing. 

According to Wynford Hicks, " Interviewing is the central acti vity in modern 

journalism" and "the interview can be defined as a prearranged face-to-face meeting 

of journalist, who asks questions, and an interv iewee, who answers them" (Wynford 

1-2). 

To make an interview successful one should take certain preparations as said in 

the book, Interviewing for Journalists that "successful interv iewing is based on 

preparedness- being ready for anyth ing and everything that might happen. This is a 

state of mind that comes from confidence: confidence based fi rmly on forethought. 

Planning and research" (Sally 17). Arriving on time is an important matter as " to be 

late is unforgivable" (Sally 25) . From the English for Print Media course I learnt that 

before going for the interview we need to make a list of possible questions. In her 

book, Interviewing for Journalist Sally suggests that one should "write 

topics/questions down on a separate sheet of paper" and so I did when I was asked for 

interviewing people while doing my internship. Another thing that I learnt is using 

representative quotes from the interviewee. This course also helped me to learn about 

recording the interview. The knowledge that I gathered about interviewing assisted 

me during my internship. 



Eye contact is also an important aspect of interviewing as Sally sa id "how much 

you look at your interviewee matters vitally" (Sally 27). Eye contact makes the 

interviewee understand that he or she has the " interest" and "full attention" of the 

interviewer. 

During my internship, I had to interview people for two Spotlight stories. Once I 

interviewed two students of Notre Dame College for the Spotlight story titled "Debate 

Galore at Notre Dame College". This article was on the debate competition, which 

was organized by the Notre Dame Debate Club (NDDC). For the same article I had to 

interview the Moderator of the debate club. Whi le interviewing the students, I got to 

know about their fresh ideas and endless eagerness about debate. Though I was 

feeling very nervous about the interview part, their enormous keenness for debating 

really amazed me. The interview part of the two students and the moderator are given 

below-

Interview of the Moderator 

Question: What are your expectations from the Students? 

Answer: They wi ll be benefited and ultimately the country will be benefited. 

Question: What is your expectation from other participants? 

Answer: We expect same kind of enthusiasm from all of them but fi"om our club 

members we expect much more. This is a National Level competition that is eagerly 

anticipated by everyone. 



Interview of the Students 

I. Gunjan Barua, member ofNDDC and one of the participants 

Question: What do you think about the debate? 

Answer: Through debating we get to know what is happening around the world. 

Question: How this debate is helping you? 

Answer: Though we are college students, we are talking about the pros and cons of 

government policies. We are talking about USA's aggress ion; we tal k about whether 

it is good or bad. We are one step ahead of others as we are participating in the 

debate. Those who do not participate in such activities limit their knowledge only to 

books. Our debating skills are improving and so are our organizational skills. It will 

definitely come into use in future. 

Question: How you are inspired by your senior students who used to debate? 

Answer: They are successful people whose debating skills helped in their respected 

career. 

Question: What do you think about other participants from other schools? 

Answer: What we noticed in that participants from other schools are immensely 

talented. Most students are from class eight or nine; the level of their knowledge is 

really good. The judge felt the same. Their creativity is awesome. 

2. Mahadi Habib, President of Administration, NDDC 

Question: What is the responsibili ty of the Administration section? 

Answer: Administration controls the whole thing. We decide who gives the opening 

speech, who the Chief Guest will be, among other things. 

Question: Do you think this club activities are hampering your studies? 

Answer: We know how to cope up with club activities and so these activities do not 

hamper our studies. 



Then I had to interview two students Shahriar Samad Triloy, BBS Department 

and Ridwan Amit, ENH Department, BRAe University, for another Spotlight story 

titled "Student Li fe Dilemmas". While interviewing these two students I did not 

hesitate as much as I did in earlier one as both of them are from my university. The 

Editor of the Star Campus advised me about the sort of question that should be asked. 

So, I made a list of a few questions, which were asked for the interview. The 

interview part is given below-

"I'm so happy now that I'm studying in BBA I regret as I lost one year", said 

Triloy. "My friends and batch mates will get their graduation before me" he added. 

The di ffere nce between this interview and the earlier one is I took their 

interview on phone and the earlier one was face-to-face interview. For interviewing 

the course English for Print Media was really helpful. This course made my job of 

interviewing people easy during my internship. 



6. Movie Review Writing 

Movie is one of the most powerful expressions of popular culture. Al most 

everyone likes to watch movies depending on their own choice of subject. Some like 

action movies while others prefer art films and some are fascinated by romantic 

movies. It differs from person to person but it cannot be denied that people consider 

movie or film as a part of popular culture. It might be asked what popular culture is. I 

also did not have any theoretical knowledge about popular culture before I did the 

course Cultural Studies (ENG33 I ). While doing this course I came across with the 

term popular culture. In his book An Introductory Guide to Cultural Theory and 

Popular Culture, John Storey suggests "popular culture is simply culture which is 

widely favoured or well liked by many people" (Storey 7). So, what max imum people 

like and prefer is popular culture, which can include music, art, festivals and 

definitely movies. In this book Storey mentions about Richard Maltby's perception 

about popular culture's achievement. According to Maltby " it is . .. the achievement of 

popular culture that it has brought us more and more varied dreams than we could 

otherwise ever have known" (II). This means popular culture prov ides us different 

dreams, about which sometimes we do not know. In this case, I think movies play an 

important role to bring new and various dreams to us. For example, after watching a 

war movie, the viewer may dream of being a brave soldier who wi ll fight for his 

country. This is how the "Hollywood war machine" inspires Americans to join the US 

army and war. Similarly a girl can dream of being a super model or a part of fas hion 

industry after watching a fashion industry based movie. I also often get new ideas 

from movies and definitely movies fasci nate me. 



During my internship, when I was asked to write movie reviews for the 

magazine, I was really eager to do that. I wrote the fi rst movie review on the 

Hollywood movie "Gia", which is based on the life of Gia Marie Carangi (American 

super model of 70s). In total I wrote four movie reviews for the magazine and all of 

them were published. While writing the reviews I completely expressed my ideology, 

which is an aspect of politics of writing. I would discuss about politics of writing in 

the following section. 

6.1 Politics of Writing 

When I was doing the media course Translations Studies (ENG465), I came to 

know about the politics of writing, editing and translating. In the book Politics of 

Writing, the authors said "All writing is located within the wider socio-political 

context; th is means that issues concerning writing, the values attached to it, and its 

distribution in society, are all essentially political and bound up with the way in which 

a social formation operates" (Clark and Roz 20). So, writing is influe nced or affected 

by the surroundings including political or social issues. 

There are some terms which playa significant role in poli tics of wri ting and the 

terms are ideology, language and power. 

6.1.1 Ideology a nd Language 

Ideology is a set of ideas which the writer can impose while writing an artic le or 

review. Accordi ng to Hatim and Mason " Ideology encompasses ' the tacit 

assumptions, bel iefs and value system which are shared collectively by soc ial groups" 

(Hatim and Jeremy 102). As I have mentioned earlier I have expressed my beliefs and 

opinions while writing the reviews. However, everyone might not agree with my 



married couple. Though they live far away from each other, they do not betray each 

other. In this review I discussed that it is hard to see such devotion in relationships in 

present time and I also have questioned the readers whether we can have such fidelity 

in relationships in our lives as well. Some readers may think that I am wrong and 

people do have loyalty in their relationships. This is how ideology differs. Then in the 

review of "500 Days of Summer", I said that love does exist and it is something real 

which we experience in real life. In th is case, some readers may still think that there is 

no existence oflove in real life. So, again beliefs can vary from people to people. 

Language is another central term in politics of writing. It is a means of 

constructing and expressing our identity and language has its own politics. Through 

using language a particular sort of reader, "a certain system of values, a set of be liefs 

or an entire culture" (Hatim and Jeremy 93) can be included or excluded. So, the 

language has the power of excluding or including. When I wrote the reviews, the 

same thing happened. Through using language I also excluded and included some 

values and beliefs. 

The reviews of these two movies are given below­

Example I 

Amazing Devotion! 

"The Japanese Wi fe", directed by Apama Sen, is an Indian Bengali movie, based on 

Kunal Basu's book. The story is about a long-distance marriage between a Bangali 

gentleman Snehomoy (Rahul Bose) and a Japanese girl Miyage (Chigusa Takaku). 

Their relationship starts with letters, as they are pen pals. Well in today's world this 

pen friendship is almost lost as it is a modem world where people are more familiar 

with Facebook, Twitter and so on. 

When they get married Miyage sends a silver ri ng to Snehomoy and Snehomoy sends 

a box of vermilion and a pair of Shakha (symbol of Hindu wives) to her. 15 years of 



their marriage pass by and in this long time they talk on phone for two or three times 

only but their bond becomes stronger. Both of them have a poor economic condition 

for which neither Snehomoy can go to Japan nor can Miyage come to India. They just 

have one way to contact, letter. Though they are far away from each other they do not 

betray each other. Isn't it strange? Their devotion for each other even in this long 

distance, amazed me as 'loyalty in love' is very rare these days. Well it is in my view. 

Forget about long-distance relationships, betrayal can even be seen between two 

people who even live under the same roof. But the strong bond between Snehomoy 

and Miyage in thi s movie, gave me a positive view. 

On their fifteenth wedding anniversary Miyage sends Snehomoy a box of beautiful 

kites and Snehomoy send her a sari and some flowers in a basket. Miyage sends 

flowers with every letter to him. One day Shondhya (Ra ima Sen), who is a young 

widow comes to Snehomoy's house with her eight-year old son Poltu. Snehomoy's 

Mashi (Moushumi Chatterjee) gives her shelter, as Shondhya is her friend's daughter, 

with whom Mashi wanted Snehomoy to get married in the beginni ng of the movie. 

Snehomoy in his letter informs Miyage about Shondhya and her son. He describes 

about the get-up of a widow while describing about Shondhya. He says widows wear 

white saree and some even cut off all their hair "depending on how much they are 

devoted to their husbands". 

All of a sudden Snehomoy comes to know Miyage is very sick and he takes leave 

from hi s school for six months as he plans to go to different doctors for consulting 

about her health. After knowing Miyage has cancer, he goes to Kolkata to an 

Oncologist and shows Miyage's reports to the doctor. When the doctor says to bring 

her to the hospital, Snehomoy at fi rst remains silent and then he just leaves the room 

saying she is in Japan. That night he talks with Miyage on phone for the last time as 

on the way home, Snehomoy drenches in the heavy rain in a night of flood and he 

catches pneumonia and after a few days he dies. 

A lady comes on a boat, wearing white saree and she is bald. Its Miyage, comes to the 

village as Snehomoy's widow. When she reaches his home, Shondhya takes her to 

Snehomoy's room, where she finds everything, even the dry-flowers she used to send 

with the letters. But only one thing is missing, his beloved husband, Snehomoy. Her 



baldness represents her devotion for Snehomoy. We ll in reali ty th is long-distance 

marriage seems like a fairytale maybe. But we can have this amazing devotion to each 

other in our real life, can't we? 

Example 2 

"It's Love, it's not Santa Clause" 

THE movie "500 Days of Summer", directed by Marc Webb, starts with a gentle man 

saying "th is is not a love story" ... "this is a story of boy meets girl". It is love at first 

sight for Tom (Joseph Gordon Levitt), who fall s in love with Summer (Zooey 

Deschanel) when she walks into the greeting card company, where Tom works and 

she joins here as his boss's new assistant. But it's not that easy because it is 'Love' and 

it always has to have some problems, isn't it? Summer is kind an independent girl, 

who does not believe in love and relationships. She believes romance is not for her. 

Well many girls may think the same way in real life, especially those who experience 

fa i led have 'true love'. 

In this movie we can see that Summer wants friendship but not suffocating romance. 

After watching this, I wondered how romance could be suffocating? Well [ have no 

idea! Summer represents a mysterious character throughout the movie. 

These two main characters are completely different in this mov ie . Tom thinks 

Summer is the perfect woman to live happily with and according to Summer love, 

romance and relationship are not for her though men are always attracted to her. Tom 

is from New Jersey, working in L.A., writing greeting cards even though he is an 

architect by traini ng. Tom and Summer have a relationship more than li ke friends. 

Through the troubles of Tom and Summer's so-called relationship, Tom always shares 

his fee lings about Summer with hi s two best frie nds, McKenzie and Paul. 

I liked the conversation between Tom and Summer most when Tom asks her "what 

happens when you fall in love?" and she replies casually "you believe in that?" Tom 



definitely not Santa Clause, which is someth ing " illusory" and love is not. Love is 

something we encounter in real life and it is obviously 'real', at least I believe so. 

Tom is so much in love with Summer and loves everything about her but 

unfortunately Summer does not want to go for a love relationship with him. One day 

at a bar he even punches a guy, who tries to fl irt with Summer. That guy also beat him 

and afte r that Summer took Tom to her apartment, where they have a fight about their 

relationship. Tom was never hopeless about his love un less Summer introduce her 

fiance to him. Tom starts feeling depressed but he does not stop his life there, which is 

the most positive point of this movie. He moves on with life and in the last part, at an 

interview he meets a girl and after a short conversation with her, he asks her to have 

coffee with him. The girl he met is Autumn. I think the best part of this movie is that 

after going through fa iled love he did not stop and no one should stop, really. There 

are obviously ups and downs in everyone's li fe and 'break-ups' are just a part of it. So, 

what we have to do is j ust move on with li fe with all these bittersweet experiences 

that li fe has to offer to us. 

6.1.2 Power 

"Power emanates fro m the text producer' s ability to impose his or her plans at 

the expense of the text receiver' s plans" (Hatim and Jeremy 346). While doing the 

course Translations Studies I got to know that there are different agents of power in 

translation such as the translator, editor, publisher and reader. In the case of writing 

the agents of power are-

• Writer 

• Reader 

• Editor 

• Publisher 



The writer has the ability to use hislher complete power to exclude or include a 

particular group of audience "directly and consciously" (Hatim and Jeremy 95). The 

writer can write an article concerning only one group of people. It is not only that the 

writer who can exercise hislher power, but the editor also can use his power by 

omitting a few lines from the article. So, the writers "themselves may fall victim to 

the exercise of power by ruthless editors or unthinking censors" (Hatim and Jeremy 

95). As a writer I also fell victim to this "exercise of power", when I wrote the review 

on "Into the Wi ld". When the review was published I found out that a whole 

paragraph was omitted by the sub-editor. Then if the editor does not get any interest in 

a speci fic copy he might not even edit that for publishing. When I was doing my 

internship I saw this power being exercised as there were many articles wh ich were 

not edited. If the publisher does not like the article he wi ll definitely not publish the 

article. This situation was common in Star Campus. The review of the Hollywood 

movie "Into the Wild" is shown below-

Example 3 

"Happiness Only Real When Shared" 

MANY of us, at some point in our lives, may th ink of moving away tTom the rigorous 

demands of society. Sometime ago, I too, felt desperate to escape from society and the 

people around me. Maybe that is why I was asked to watch the movie "Into The 

Wild" 

The movie " Into the Wild", directed by Sean Penn, is based on the true story of 

Christopher Johnson McCandless. The movie begins with the unhappy family of 

Chris. Chris has come back home after graduating from Emory University. He denies 

his father's gift, a car, as he has no attraction fo r anything materialistic. What he seeks 

for is the 'truth'. He destroys all his credit cards and gives his savings of $24,000 to a 



charity and then starts his journey to the ultimate destination--Alaska. Chris travels 

two years around the American Southwest before reaching Alaska. In this time of two 

years he meets all kinds ofpeople--a hippie couple, a farm owner (Vince Vaughn) and 

a lonely old man, Ron (Hal Holbrook) who wants to adopt Chris as his grandson. He 

also meets a girl named Joni (Kristen Stewart) with whom he develops a strong 

friendship and they begin to like each other. At one point, Chris says to her "If you 

want something in life, reach out and grab it". I loved what he said as all of us dream 

of so many things in life but very few of us stick through the journey of achieving it. 

H is dream comes true as he reaches A laska. He finds an abandoned bus, the 'Magic 

Bus' and turns it into his home. He tries hunting animals for food. One day while 

reading a book called "Family Happiness", te idea of real happiness strikes him. He 

decides to go find Joni but fails to make a connection. He writes in his journal that he 

is "lonely and scared". Things take a wrong turn when Chris mistaken ly eats a deadly 

wild plant. He becomes "l iterally trapped in the wild". Yet he does not misuse those 

difficult moments. He writes his feelings in a book as the realisation that "happiness is 

on ly real when shared" dawns upon him. Th is is exactly the message that is put 

forward . Viewers will agree that the true value of happiness is only fe lt when there is 

someone to share it with. The movie will most definite ly find a special place in 

everyone's heart. 

Readers have the power of accepting or not accepting the article or the review. 

No matter how good the article is, readers or a particular group of readers may not 

like the review concerning their own ideologies. It is similar to what happens in the 

case of translation, the readers may not like the translated text. 

When I was doing my internship, I found these theories such as politics of 

writing and editing being practically applied in the writing field. 



7. Editing 

I started my internship with editing articles. In the beginn ing, the team members 

of Star Campus told me about the basic things we need to edit, for example, using 

British spell ings, avoiding a number at the beginning of a sentence, maintaining the 

word limit of features and newsroom articles. Editing did not seem complicated to me 

because, I learned how to edit articles from various newspapers or magazines in the 

Copy Editing course. 

7.1 What is Copy Editing? 

Copy editing is mainly a process "by which a manuscript is turned into a final 

published product" (Einsohn 4). After going through the process of editing a copy is 

totally ready for publication. In their book Copy Editing for Professionals, Rooney 

and Oliver said, "Editing is the last stage in the writing process, which classically is 

defined as Listen (or Read), Think, Write and Edit" (2). So, edi ting involves reading 

an article, thinking about it (whether the information is correct or not), rewriting it if 

necessary, correcting grammatical and orthographic mistakes, syntax, and checking 

punctuations. 

7.2 Politics of Editing 

Politics of editing has its fie ld-specific terms just as politics of writing and 

translation does. I am going to discuss the related terms such as ideology, language 

and power in following sections. 

7.2.1 Ideology and Language 

While editing a copy, the copy editor can impose his/her own beliefs and values. 

If that happens the uniqueness of the copy gets di storted and the original meaning is 

lost. As the author and the editor may not have the same ideologies, the copy editor 



As I mentioned earlier, language plays the role of excluding and includ ing some 

values and beliefs. It can also exclude or include certain groups of readers. So while 

editing a copy the copy editor can use his own style of language and, as a result, 

changes take place in the published copy. 

7.2.2 Power 

In editing, the agents of power are-

• Editor 

• Publisher 

• Reader 

The editor has the power to impose his own ideology while editing a copy. He 

can also exercise his power by restructuring the whole article. He can even exclude 

some beliefs and values of the writer from the copy. While editing di fferent articles I 

also could exercise this power of excluding and restructuring. 

The publisher has the power of publishing a copy. In Star Campus I noticed that 

some articles were not published even after editing those articles. The publisher has 

the right to decide what to publish and he can discard any article at any point . . 

Similarly, no matter how good an article is, the readers may not like it. It 

happens because different people support different ideological standpoints. 

7.3 Role of the Copy Editor 

A copy editor ' s main responsibility is to read the article or copy "with 

excruciating care and attentiveness" (E insohn 4). When I did the course Copy Editing 

(ENG40 I), I learnt about the role of the copy editors. This knowledge helped me 

while I was working as a copy editor during my internship. The role of the copy 

editors is given below-

I. Checking for grammatical mistakes 



2. Ensuring that questions are answered 

3. Ensuring accuracy of structure 

4. Making stories conci se 

5. Ensuring that the newspaper style is followed 

These are some basic responsibilities of a copy editor, which s/he should keep in 

mind while editing a copy. When I edited di fferent articles in Star Campus, I fo und 

many mistakes in grammar. As a copy editor I had to double-check that whether the 

grammar or syntax is appropriate or not. In many articles I fou nd repetitive use of 

same words, for which I had to find synonyms or alternative terms for those words. 

The team members of Star Campus guided me in following the newspaper style, 

especially the spelling. 

7.4 Feature Editing 

The media course English for Print Media helped me to know how to write 

features as we had to write several features in this course. However, I did not write 

any feature for the magazine while doing my internship but the knowledge I got about 

feature writing helped me to edit the features for the magazine. For example, from this 

course I got to know about using both direct and indirect quotations. While editing the 

features [ had to check whether the quotations are grammatically correct or not. So, if 

there were any grammatical mistakes in the direct quotes I edi ted them into indirect 

quotations so that it made sense. Once I faced a problem with a quotation, which 

made no sense really. In that case I had to eliminate the whole quotation after 

consu lting with one of the sub-editors. Spelling mistakes were very common while 

editing different features. As The Daily Star uses British spelling [ had to change all 

the spellings that followed American style. Some examples are given below-



American British 

Organized Organised 

Maximized Maximised 

Recognized Recognised 

Program Programme 

Writing in active constructions instead of passive ones, is another important 

thing of editing. While editing, turned many passive sentences into active ones. I also 

had to check the use of punctuations, which sometimes I had to ed it. These are the 

main elements that I learnt from Copy Editing and English for Print Media courses 

and I applied these elements while working as a copy editor in Star Campus. One of 

the features, edited by me, which was published is shown below-

Tragedy of the Commons- Dacca is Dead. Long Live Dhaka! 

Asrar Chowdhury 

THE Founding Father of economics, Adam Smith, introduced the " invisible hand" in 

Theory of Moral Sentiments (I759) the book prior to his magnum opus Wealth of 

Nations (1776). The notion of the " invisible hand" is simple. When individuals 

behave in self-interest the society benefits. Behaviour at the micro level translates to 

behaviour at the macro level. This simple observation formed one of the foundations 

of mainstream economics: optimisation- the lust to maximise benefits. Societies need 

their agents (buyers and producers) to behave in self-interest if societies want to enjoy 

economic growth, a pre-condition for development. 

The "invisible hand" was a need of its time. By the 18th Century the Ottoman Empire 

was waning. The Americas was tru ly a land of opportunity. As would Australia and 

unknown areas of Africa also later prove to be. Adam Smith and later David Ricardo 

laid the ideological foundations of capitalism. Europe was ready for "take oft". 

Capitalism would be the order of the day throughout the world for centuries to come. 



The lust for profits would dictate the course of history. This lust transformed Western 

societies for the good like never before. No benefit has ever come without a price. By 

the middle of the 19th Century social exponents like Charles Dickens and Karl Marx 

were voicing their resent over uncontrolled capitalism. "Please Sir, can I have some 

more?" was the outcry of Oliver Twist and his generation of working class ch ildren 

who were exposed to inhuman working and living conditions to finance the lust for 

the profit of capitalists. Karl Marx made lines like "workers of the world un ite" and 

many other hym ns for groups that saw revolution as a means towards an end for 

decades to come. 

It was not an economist or a social scientist who formally articulated the potential 

threat of uncontrolled growth based on individual optimisation. Two centuries after 

Smith's Moral Sentiments (1759) and one century after Marx's Das Capital (1867), the 

ecologist Garrett Hardin wrote a powerfu l essay in the Science Journal in 1968. The 

ti tle could not have been more apt "Tragedy of the Commons". When multiple agents 

act independently and rationally out of self-interest, they can end up depleting a 

shared natural resource where it was not in the original interest of any of the agents 

for this to happen in the fi rst place. Hardin's hypothesis was based on resources that 

are used by a community e.g., common grazing land for livestock. The hypothesis can 

be extended to whole societies. The central theme of Hardin's model is that every 

system has a capacity within which it can provide benefi ts. Beyond this, individual 

optimisation can lead to a catastrophic disaster that is worse than a Greek Tragedy. 

Mainstream economics as taught in classrooms, fails to address mora lity and ethics. It 

is inherent in human nature for individuals and societies to seek avenues where they 

can get advantage from their actions. Adam Sm ith and future generations of 

economists rightly identified this. What mainstream economics does not teach is that 

demand works well as long as demand is based on needs. The world has always had 

enough resources for our needs, but never did the world ever have enough resources 

for our greed. When a system approaches its capacity it will cease to provide benefits. 

The market, the "invisible hand", is a wonderful mechanism to allocate resources. 

Sadly, markets also have their limits. Every song has to come to an end. 

The greatest lesson of history is, nobody learns from it. Maybe that is why history has 



a tendency to repeat itself. Looking at recent tragic events in Dhaka City makes me a 

cynic. Is greed becoming uncontrollable? Is the pursuit towards self-interest leading 

Dhaka to become a Greek Tragedy of the Commons? Will the young of today pay for 

the greed of their predecessors? Rai sing questions is the first step towards 

constructive thinking and reasoning. 

As Dhaka celebrates 400 years of its existence much needs to be said to tomorrow's 

inheritors of Dhaka and Bangladesh. The time has come that today's young base their 

demands on needs and not on greed like their predecessors. Whether Dhaka will 

survive another 400 years or experience a Greek Tragedy of the Commons is a matter 

of speculation. One thing is for certain . History has records of cities and civilisations 

destroying themselves. As a wake up call for the young of today. When mainstream 

thought and practices reach their limits or become obsolete, it is time to re-think and 

be pragmatic. If you are pragmatic, Adam Smith's individual self-interest can be 

translated to collective social-interest. The beautiful Dacca of yesteryears is dead. 

Long li ve the Dhaka, you will inherit. 

7.5 Newsroom Article Editing 

In the case of editing newsroom articles, I had to eliminate all quotations as in 

Star Campus newsroom articles do not contai n any quotation, suggested by the sub­

editor. 

There was a common mistake I used to see in the designations of different 

persons. For example, most of the writers write Prof. Dr. XYZ. In such cases, J was 

advised to keep either Prof. or Dr. with the names of the persons. This mistake was 

seen mostly in the newsroom articles. From the course English for Print Media, I 

learnt that the names of the persons come first. Then we introduce hislher designation 

and name of the workplace. So, it really helped me when I edited different articles for 

the magazi ne because these things were most of the time unorganized. 



Then while editing newsroom articles, I kept in mind that newsroom articles 

only contain the basic information such as what, who, where, when, and why. Apart 

from this information I had to eliminate other information from the newsroom 

articles. One of the published newsroom articles is shown below. 

Seminar on Mass Media held at JU 

THE International Relations Department of Jahangirnagar University (JU) organised a 

seminar on "The Role of Mass Media in Analyzing International Relations" at the 

Arts and Humanities building of the campus on 15 July. Around 200 students and 

media personalities were present in the seminar which was presided over by Dr Abul 

Kalam Azad, Chairman of the Department. Ajoy Dash Gupto, Associate Editor of 

Dainik Samakal presented a keynote paper on the subject. Shamirn Reza, Associate 

Professor of Mass Communication and Journalism of Dhaka University and Dr Tarek 

Sam sur Rehman, Professor of International Relations of JU addressed the function as 

discussants. Speakers stressed on country-favoured coverage maintaining 

international relations and goodwill. 



8. Photo Feature 
"Photography, as a powerful medium of expression and communication, offers 

an infinite variety of perception, interpretation and execution" (Anse l Adams). This 

means a snapshot can express one' s thoughts and different photos represent di fferent 

views of the photographers. According to John Berger "the photographer's way of 

seeing is refl ected in his choice of subject" (Berger 10). The way in which a 

photographer sees things, is revealed by the picture he/she has taken. 

If I am obsessed with something then it defin itely is photography, because 

through photography I can show how I see things around me. In the book Ways of 

Seeing, John Berger says that the " mechanical eye" makes a new way of seeing and 

camera shows us the "world" in the way it "can see" the world (Berger 17). Camera 

or the "mechan ical eye" captures the view and shows us exactly what it captures. 

When I was doing the course Cultural Studies (ENG331), I knew about this "camera 

eye" and this is what I like most about a camera as it helps me to capture the moment 

I like in the same way I see it. 

As I do not have any academic skill in Photography, I am looking forward to do 

a course in photography. Besides, I am planning to do a course in photojournalism as 

well. 

While doing my internship at Star Campus I got to know that they have a section for 

photo feature, which contains only pictures of people's photography. Usually a single 

title represents all the pictures. I had never give pictures to any magazine or 

newspaper before. In fact, I hesitated because the Ed itor might not like my pictures 

for publishing. I showed the Editor nine portraits of tribal people that I took in 

Neelgiri, Bandarban. He liked the pictures and in the next issue those were published 



in the Photo Feature section. The pictures are given below that were published in 13 

June' s issue under the title of "Tribal Life". 

e Sadia Alrin Arin 
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9. A Personal Account 
Working at Star Campus was really enjoyable. While working there I could 

meet new personalities in the office and also outside the office as I had to interview a 

few people. The experience that I gained from the workplace is invaluable to me. I 

think that this experience would help in the professional arena. The team of Slar 

Campus was very supportive throughout my internship period. 

Slar Campus is mainly a campus based magazine that deals w ith current issues 

related with different universities. This magazine works as a medium through which 

students from different universities can share their thoughts, opinions, ideas about 

different issues and experiences. This magazine has different section such as 

Newsroom that contains pres releases and news of current events, Spotlight that is the 

cover story, Feature, which includes news of competitions, travel experiences, etc, 

Photo Feature that contains photographs, and Movie Review. I have written three 

articles for three Spotlight stories and four movie reviews that were published in 

different issues of Slar Campus. Writing movie reviews seemed to be my cup of tea as 

I am fascinated with movies. My photographs were published in Photo Feature 

section as well. 
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10. Conclusion 

Working at Star Campus was a wonderful opportun ity and experience. There I 

could find that many theories, wh ich I have learnt from the med ia courses, have been 

applied in practical works such as writing, editing, and interviewing. I believe that 

only learning the theories cannot help a person to improve her or hi s knowledge. 

Rather when the theories are applied in practical works, it definitely can make that 

parson more expert. 

All the media courses such as Copy Editing (ENG40 I), Copywriting 

(ENG404), English for Print Media (ENG440), Translation Studies (ENG465), 

Cultural Studies (ENG331), and Globalization and Media (ENG333) were helpful 

during my internship period as what I learnt from these courses, was applicable in the 

internship working field . 

The courses Copy Editing and English for Print Media helped me most in the 

editing and interviewing field. The Translation Studies course taught me how the 

ideology, culture, language, and power play a vital role in politics of translation, 

writing, and editing and when I was writing and editing for the magazine, I found 

these theories being applied. From the Cultural Studies course I have learnt many 

theories from which I cou ld relate the theory of "popular culture" with my practical 

work of writing movie reviews and John Berger's theory "ways of seeing" with my 

photography. 

When I started working at Star Campus, I did not face much complication 

because I was already familiar with the theories, which made my work unproblematic. 
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