








GENDER BASED PERCEPTION AND
DIFFERENTIALS OF COVID-19: FINDINGS
FROM RAPID SURVEY

Contributors: Amina Amin, Research
Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH; Md. Uzzal Chowdhury, Senior
Statistician, BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Md. Tanvir Hasan, Associate
Professor, Co-Director of Research and Co-Director,
CUEH, BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Atonu Rabbani, Associate
Professor, Department of Economics, University of Dhaka
and Associate Scientist, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Sabina
Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: The rapid survey aimed to understand the
gender-based perceptions among different population
groups and differentials between their perspectives on
the COVID-19 pandemic.

RE-VISITING THE FRONT-LINE HEALTH
WORKERS' (FLWS) ATTENDING
SUSPECTED OR CONFIRMED COVID-19
PATIENTS IN BANGLADESH: HOW FAR
HAS THE SITUATION IMPROVED IN A
MONTH SINCE THE LAST SURVEY?

Contributors: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH; Mir Raihanul Islam,
Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Bushra Zarin
Islam, Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH;

Md. Zakir Hossain Pinto, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Dr Zarin Tasnim, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Samiun Nazrin Bente Kamal Tune, Senior
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.
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Objective: The issues raised in the study were quantity
and appropriate quality of PPEs supplied, trainings on
COVID-19 and use of PPE, measures to ease mental
health of the FLWs etc.

“One major challenge we faced, during the
COVID-19 Rapid Researches, was reaching the
respondents as there were many times when they
were unreachable and unavailable. In order to
mitigate this issue interviews were rescheduled
multiple times according to the respondent’s
convenience.

Another issue we faced in conducting phone
interviews for the rapid research was difficulty in
communicating and building rapport with
respondents through the phone as one person
alone was conducting the interview and taking
notes at the same time. In order to sort this issue,

we reassured them through referring to the
person who gave their name and contact
number. Also during the silences and pauses for
taking notes, we informed respondents and
requested a few minutes for note taking.

One other major challenge we faced during the
remote interviews for rapid research was
interrupted interviews in which cases we had to
reschedule each interview multiple times.”

—FARZANA MANZOOR
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH, BRAC University

LIVELIHOOD, FOOD SECURITY AND
WELL-BEING OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES IN BANGLADESH DURING
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Contributors: Adeepto Intisar Ahmed, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH,; Irin Akhter, Deputy Project Coordinator,
BRAC JPGSPH; Amina Amin, Research Assistant, BRAC
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JPGSPH; Haisom Aftab Even, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Sudipta Das Gupta, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Dr Md. Tanvir Hasan, Associate Professor,
Co-Director of Research and Co-Director, CUEH, BRAC
JPGSPH; Md. Tareq Hasan, Field Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH; Bankim Madhu, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH; Arifa Bente Mohosin, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the
Government of Bangladesh (GoB) has initiated many
interventions and programmes (e.g. Mass aid services),
however, whether persons with disabilities are
benefiting from these services still remains to be
explored. To better understand the life conditions of
persons with disabilities during COVID-19, this rapid
qualitative research assessment focused on the
dimensions of livelihood, wellbeing and food security of
persons with disabilities across six sites of Bangladesh.

“We performed telephone interviews from Dhaka
to Cox's Bazar. The telephone network of Cox's
Bazar was not good. It took a whole day or more
to complete one interview. In addition, there was
a language barrier. The respondents did not
speak but understood Bengali. Thus, they
responded in their own dialect when we asked

them a question. Moreover, we did not have any
interpreters. We had to ask a question several
times to understand their response and listen to
the recordings repeatedly while transcribing.”

—SAIRA PARVEEN JOLLY, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC
JPGSPH, BRAC University.
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STIGMA, SHAME AND COVID-19: “THEY
WON'T EVEN TOUCH THE MONEY WE
TOUCHED”

Contributors: Nahela Nowshin, Research Associate, BRAC
JPGSPH; Shahana Siddiqui, Program Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH.
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Objective: The research study aimed to explore how the
national discourse around COVID-19 had given rise to
stigmatising behaviours in Bangladesh. This study
looked into where stigmatisation behaviours emerged
and how the behaviours transpired in everyday life,
especially against those who were either perceived to
be, or were COVID-19 positive.

IMMUNISATION BACKLOG: THE
EFFECTS OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON
CHILD VACCINATION IN BANGLADESH
USING HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS

Contributors: Dr Atonu Rabbani, Associate Professor,
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka and
Associate Scientist, BRAC JPGSPH; Muhammed Nazmul
Islam, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Mushfiqur
Rahman, Deputy Research Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH;
Ribaiya Riya Siddiqua, Research Associate, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Objective: Through this study, in May 2020, BRAC
JPGSPH, BRAC University surveyed women who gave
birth between June 2019 and February 2020 to
understand the possible effects of COVID-19 on the
uptake of prescribed vaccines.
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AWARENESS AND KNOWLEDGE
ABOUT COVID-19 DURING THE EARLY
ONSLAUGHT OF THE PANDEMIC

Contributor: Dr Atonu Rabbani, Associate
Professor, Department of Economics, University of
Dhaka and Associate Scientist, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: A rapid survey to understand people’s
awareness and knowledge about COVID-19 during the
early onslaught of the pandemic.

COVID-19 RAPID SURVEY: LOSS OF
MENTAL WELL-BEING AT THE TIME OF
COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

Contributor: Dr Atonu Rabbani, Associate
Professor, Department of Economics, University of
Dhaka and Associate Scientist, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: The COVID-19 and its outbreak in
Bangladesh has taken a huge toll from both public
health and economic points of view. Bangladesh has a
large informal sector and a large fraction of its
population depends on short-term earnings such as
daily wage. The health system also has limitations. Only
about 3% of total national income is spent on health,
placing it one of the lowest in the region. As a result, the
citizens of the country are likely to feel extra mental
health duress and face loss of psychological well-being.
In this brief BRAC JPGSPH has carried out this rapid
survey.
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COVID-19 RAPID SURVEY:
DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE HEALTH
MESSAGING FOR URBAN AND RURAL
POPULATIONS

Contributor: Ishrat Jahan, Research Associate, BRAC
JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and
Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: The rapid survey focused on understanding
the possible effects of the pandemic on several aspects
of a household or family such as consumption, income,
health beliefs, practices, preventions and coping
strategies, psychological well-being, and gender. This
brief, however, focuses only on the socio-cultural
understandings of health, as shared by respondents.

IMPACT OF COVID-19: LIVED
EXPERIENCES OF THE URBAN POOR IN
SLUMS DURING THE SHUTDOWN

Contributors: Bachera Aktar, Assistant Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Nadia Farnaz, Research
Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Wafa Alam, Assistant
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Samiha Ali, Md. Abdul Awal,
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Farzana Manzoor,
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Md. Imran Hossain
Mithu, Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Ateeb Ahmad
Parray, Visiting Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Sabina
Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC
JPGSPH.
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Objective: The research delved into many aspects of the
slum dwellers’ lived experiences. This brief of the
research focused on issues related to local health
beliefs, practices and stigma, impact on mental and
emotional health, impact on their economic and social
life, and residents coping mechanisms.

ON THE FRINGES: IMPACT OF THE
COVID-19 SHUTDOWN ON HIJRAS
DAILY PERSONAL, SOCIALAND
ECONOMIC LIVES

Contributors: Tasfiyah Jalil, Senior Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH; Md. Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and
Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Mostafizur Tamal,
Assistant Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: The aim of the research was to understand
the health, social and economic impacts of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) shutdown on the lives of poor
and marginalised hijra population in Bangladesh.

"We will die of hunger before Corona kills us."
- Hijra respondent.

On the Fringes: Impact of the COVID-19
Shutdown on Hijras Daily Personal, Social and
Economic Lives.
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RAPID RESEARCH: FRONT LINE HEALTH
WORKERS’ (FLWS) PERCEPTIONS AND
OPINIONS ON THEIR PERSONAL
SAFETY WHILE ATTENDING
SUSPECTED OR CONFIRMED COVID-19
PATIENTS IN BANGLADESH

Contributors: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH; Mir Raihanul Islam,
Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Bushra Zarin
Islam, Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Md
Zakir Hossain Pinto, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH;
Dr Zarin Tasnim, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH;
Samiun Nazrin Bente Kamal Tune, Senior Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: The survey was done to elicit the perceptions
of the FLWs regarding personal safety against
contracting the infection when attending suspected or
confirmed COVID-19 patients. Besides their opinions
on the problem of shortage and recommendations on
how to resolve it so that the misunderstanding before
the media, policy makers, people is mitigated and their
morale is boosted to serve the humanity.

RAPID COVID-19 SURVEY: PINS AND
NEEDLES AT THE TIME OF A PANDEMIC:
LEARNING FROM THE RMG WORKERS
THROUGH A RAPID SURVEY

Contributor: Amina Amin, Associate Professor,
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka and
Associate Scientist, BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Farzana A. Misha,
Assistant Professor, BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Atonu Rabbani,
Associate Scientist,

BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: BRAC JPGSPH had undertaken a series of
researches to understand how the COVID-19 pandemic
has affected different populations and one particular
group of people this rapid survey addressed was the
Ready-made garment (RMG) workers. A major research
activity included a rapid survey where the School
reached out to respondents from different surveys that
the School carried out in the past.
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ON-GOING COVID-19 RAPID QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE

RESEARCH ASSESSMENTS:

=¥

EVALUATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE COVID-19
RESPONSE THROUGH COMMUNITY MOBILISATION
AND STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY CLINICS IN
BANGLADESH

PI: Professor Malabika Sarker, Associate Dean and
Director, CoE-SISU, BRAC JPGSPH.

Focal/Coordinator: Animesh Talukder, Senior Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Science of
Implementation and Scale-Up (CoE-SISU).

Timeline: December 2020 - Ongoing
Methodology: Mixed method

Objective: This study is designed to evaluate the
effectiveness of a community-based comprehensive
COVID-19 response project in Bangladesh by analysing
the trend of COVID-19 test positive cases, the trend of
Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health (MNCH) service
availability and utilisation, and the trend of knowledge,
perception, attitude, and practice concerning COVID-19
in the study areas. Additionally, this study aims to
explore the feasibility and the bottlenecks of the
implementation process. The findings derived from this
study are expected to help BRAC Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme (HNPP) to tailor their current
intervention for possible scale-up of the project in
future.

Donor and Partner: BRAC Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme (HNPP).

Grant Amount: BDT 14,655,206
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AMPLIFYING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES TO
FACILITATE A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS RESPOND TO AND
RECOVER FROM A CRISIS, SUCH AS COVID-19

PI: Professor Malabika Sarker, Associate Dean and
Director, CoE-SISU, BRAC JPGSPH.

Focal/Coordinator: Humayra Binte Anwar, Lecturer,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Science of
Implementation and Scale-Up (CoE-SISU).

Timeline: October 2020 - July 2021

Methodology: Mixed-method

Objective: To provide a deeper understanding of how
vulnerable populations interact with healthcare systems
during and after the COVID-19 crisis in Bangladesh.
These findings aim to inform the rebuilding of better
health systems.

Donor: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Partners: Ipsos MORI (UK); Quicksand Design Studio
(India).

Grant Amount: USD 2,063,864
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EVALUATION OF A COMMUNITY-BASED
COMPREHENSIVE COVID-19 RESPONSE PILOT
PROJECT IN KAPASIA, GAZIPUR

PI: Professor Malabika Sarker, Associate Dean, and
Director, CoE-SISU, BRAC JPGSPH.

Focal/Coordinator: Muhammed Nazmul Islam, Senior
Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Animesh Talukder,
Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Science of
Implementation and Scale-Up (CoE-SISU).

Timeline: September 2020 - Ongoing
Methodology: Mixed method

Objective: This study is designed to evaluate the
effectiveness of the pilot project by analysing the trend
of COVID-19 test positive cases and the difference in
their knowledge and perception about COVID-19 in the
study area. Additionally, this study aims to explore the
feasibility and the bottlenecks of the implementation
process. The findings derived from this study are
expected to help BRAC Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme (HNPP) to tailor their current
intervention for possible scale-up of the project in
future.

Donor and Partner: BRAC Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme (HNPP).

Grant Amount: BDT 2,730,000
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING OF
THE SEX-WORKERS IN BANGLADESH

Pl and Co-PI: Md. Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH; Maimuna Zahra Fariha, Research
Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH; Natalie Maren Chen, Research
Intern, BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Md. Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Gender, Sexual
and Reproductive Health and Rights (CGSRHR).

Timeline: September 2020 - October 2020.

Objective: To understand the economic, mental, and
physical health burdens imposed female sex workers by
the COVID-19 pandemic in Bangladesh.

Specific Objective: To document how the COVID-19
pandemic has diminished the economic opportunities
for sex workers, and how to the sex worker community
has changed their behaviour in response to economic
burdens; to explore the knowledge, attitudes and
response to COVID-19 precautions by female sex
workers; to identify the factors associated with or which
contribute to strained mental and physical health of the
workers in the challenging contours of the pandemic;
and to understand the current support networks, and
what means of future interventions would be most
effective and necessary.

Methodology: Qualitative

Donor and Partner: CREA India.
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EVALUATION OF BRAC-CDC COLLABORATION ON
COMMUNITY SURVEILLANCE AND RESPONSE IN
SELECTED AREAS OF GAZIPUR

PI: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH; AKM Mazharul Islam,
Adjunct Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Bushra Zarin Islam, Senior Research
Associate.

Timeline: August 2020 - December 2020

Objective: To explore the extent targeted communities
effectively adopt essential precautionary measures and
health commodities necessary for prevention and
management of COVID-19.

Methodology: Mixed method

Donor: The United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (US-CDC).

Partner: BRAC Health, Nutrition and Population
Programme (HNPP).

Grant Amount: BDT 410,000

MANAGING IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN ROHINGYA
REFUGEE CAMPS AND HOST COMMUNITIES WITH
CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGICAL
SOLUTIONS
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PI: Dr Md. Tanvir Hasan, Associate Professor, Co-Director
of Research and Co-Director, CUEH, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co- Investigators: Bachera Aktar, Assistant Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Nusrat Homaira, Research
Fellow, National Health and Medical Research Council
(NHMRC) of Australia and Visiting faculty, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Adrita Kaiser, Assistant Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Gender, Sexual
and Reproductive Health and Rights (CGSRHR)

Timeline: August 2020 - January 2023

Objective: Undertaking an audit of functioning services
to which people of Rohingya and host communities can
be referred and establishing clear referral protocols so
that service providers are aware and prepared for a
potential increased demand on services; contextually
adapting Dimagi’s contact tracing app, identifying high
risk areas within camps and surrounding host
communities and ensure community-based monitoring
surveillance in place to minimise transmission of
COVID-19; contextually adapting Dimagi's CommCare
MNCH App for COVID-19 and assessing its
effectiveness in improving Sexual and Reproductive
Health (SRH) and Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health
(MNCH) outcomes in the refugee camps and in host
communities; building capacities of BRAC CHW
midwives and Community Health Worker (CHW).
through in-person and online training (conducted by
Dimagi staff) and with support from local BRAC
programme staff, enabling them apply digital apps for
minimising risks of transmission and facilitate in
mitigating the medium- and longer-term impacts of
COVID-19 in the Rohingya refugee camps and in host
communities through ensuring SRH and MNCH
services; exploring the benefits (if there is any) of
Dimagi's CommCare MNCH App in improving
management information system and gaining efficiency
in the overall management of SRH including MNCH
services of BRAC health programme in Cox’s Bazar.

Methodology: Mixed method

Donor: International Development Research Center
(IDRC)

Partners: BRAC Humanitarian Crisis Management
Programme (HCMP); Dimagi.

Grant Amount: BDT 19,776,420
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SKILLS DEMAND ANALYSIS OF HEALTHCARE
SERVICES IN BANGLADESH, 2020

PI: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Dr Nahitun Naher, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Dr Nahitun Naher, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: July 2020 - September 2020

Objective: To explore the types of health care services in
demand among the urban population outside formal
health sector (e.g., home-based, palliative, disability,
elderly care services) considering the post COVID-19
scenario; to assess the new employment opportunities
at hospitals (public and private both) and organisations
(e.g., NGOs, training institutions, private organisations)
for allied health professionals, para-professionals,
technicians who can support the mainstream health
care providers in delivery of services at the facilities and
also explore the demand for such cadres for
home-based services; to identify the current authority
certifying the above cadres and explore probable
authority that would certify these new and emerging
cadres; to explore the availability of trainers for the
existing, new and emerging training courses at
institution level; to explore the current requirements
including education level to be eligible to apply for the
existing courses, and assess what may be the future
requirements for new and emerging training courses;
to explore the organisations that are likely to expand
their businesses in the health care sector in urban
settings and beyond COVID-19.

Methodology: Cross-sectional, Quantitative and
Qualitative.

Donor and Partner: BRAC Skills Development
Programme (SDP).

Grant Amount: BDT 1,250,000
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GENDER AND COVID-19

PI: Professor Kelley Lee, Canada Research Chair Tier 1,
Simon Fraser University; Julia Smith, University Research
Associate, Simon Fraser University.

Co-PI: Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Selima Sara Kabir, Assistant Research
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: July 2020 - July 2021

Objective: This project brings together academics from
around the world, the School is conducting real time
gender analysis to identify and document the gendered
dynamics of COVID-19 and gaps in preparedness and
response.

Methodology: Mixed methods study (Quantitative
survey and qualitative IDIs and Klls) to mapping and
analyse sex disaggregated data on COVID-19 infections
and mortality, and conducting gender-based analysis of
policy responses in order to improve national and global
responses through policy analysis and key informant
interviews.

Donor: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Grant Amount: USD 102,149 (Year 1)
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LIFE IN THE TIMES OF CORONAVIRUS: A GENDERED
PERSPECTIVE

PI: Shahana Siddiqui, Programme Coordinator,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Dr Farzana A. Misha, Assistant Professor,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: July 2020 - December 2020.

Objective: To capture and curate the life stories and
experiences of men and women in both rural and urban
Bangladesh during the times of the novel coronavirus
global pandemic; to understand the gendered nature of
the pandemic; to look at both health and
socio-economic aspects and how they affect men and
women either differently or similarly during this crisis
situation.

Methodology: Qualitative

Partners: Manusher Jonno Foundation’s (MJF);
Share-Net International.
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EFFECT AND CHALLENGES OF INTRODUCING
REFERRAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PROJECT ON
UTILISATION OF COMPREHENSIVE SRHR HEALTH
SERVICES DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN
ROHINGYA POPULATION: AN IMPLEMENTATION
RESEARCH ON FIDELITY AND COVERAGE

PI: Professor Malabika Sarker, Associate Dean and
Director, CoE-SISU, BRAC JPGSPH.

Focal: Dr Mrittika Barua, Assistant Scientist, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Implemented by: Centre of Excellence for Gender, Sexual
and Reproductive Health and Rights (CGSRHR).

Timeline: July 2020 - October 2020.

Objective: To assess the barriers and the facilitators of
utilising referral transportation systems on the
utilisation of comprehensive maternal health related
services by mothers in Rohingya camps.

Methodology: Exploratory mixed method.

Donor and Partner: United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA).

Grant Amount: USD 18,500
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EXPLORING THE PERCEPTION OF CAREGIVERS’
ENGAGEMENT ABOUT “PASHE ACHI”
TELECOMMUNICATION MODEL

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Atiya Rahman, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Researchers: Nazrana Khaled, Deputy Research
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Raafat Hassan, Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Mahmuda Sarkar, Qualitative
Data Manager, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: June 2020 - December 2020

Objective: The global epidemic COVID-19 has severely
affected education along with life and livelihood. BRAC
Institute of Education and Development (IED) initiated a
telecommunication platform named “Pashe Achi” as an
alternative communication approach during COVID-19
situation for learning of children and for supporting
mothers. The School is conducting qualitative research
to explore the perspectives of caregivers including
mothers and fathers regarding telecommunication
services provided through the platform of “Pashe Achi”
during COVID-19 period.

Methodology: Qualitative

Donor and Partner: BRAC Institute of Educational
Development (IED).

Grant amount: USD 52,000
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PERCEPTIONS OF FRONTLINE WORKERS ON
PSYCHOSOCIAL TRAINING

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Atiya Rahman, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Researchers: Nazrana Khaled, Deputy Research
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Mahmuda Sarkar,
Qualitative Data Manager, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - December 2020

Objectives: To understand the perception of frontline
workers about the training on psychosocial aid; to
understand frontline worker’s perceptions and
knowledge about content of training on psychosocial
aid; to know the motivating factors and the challenges
in implementing the knowledge gained during
psychosocial aid training in telecommunication service
delivery.

Methodology: Qualitative

Donor and Partner: BRAC Institute of Educational
Development (IED).

Grant Amount: USD 52,000
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A PROCESS DOCUMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL
APPROACH TO PREVENTING COVID-19
INFECTIONS IN BANGLADESH

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Humayra Binte Anwar, Lecturer, BRAC JPGSPH;
Dr Mowtushi Matin, Senior Research Associate, BRAC
JPGSPH; Dr Yameen Mazumder, Senior Project
Consultant, BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Humayra Binte Anwar, Lecturer, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - Ongoing

Objective: The general objective of the process
documentation is to capture the preventive health
measures undertaken by the Government of Bangladesh
in COVID-19 response.

Methodology: Desk review, KilI.

Donor and Partner: Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh.

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE PSYCHOSOCIAL
WELLBEING OF THE SEXUALLY MARGINALISED
COMMUNITY IN BANGLADESH

Researchers: Md. Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant,
BRAC JPGSPH; Farhana Alam, Assistant Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid,
Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Researchers: Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH, BRAC University; Farhana Alam, Assistant
Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz
Rashid, Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - June 2020

Objective: To explore COVID-19 impact on the
psycho-social well-being of the sexually marginalised
individuals in the Bangladeshi society and identify their
coping mechanism; to understand the challenges faced
due to lock down and the long-term impact of the
pandemic on the platforms/organisations and ongoing
rights movements that are working for the sexually
marginalised communities in Bangladesh.

Methodology: A rapid qualitative study will be
conducted on 20 members from the sexually
marginalised community who are living in Bangladesh.
Telephone interviews were done.

“As we are not being able to continue our field work due to the pandemic, we are continuing our interviews over the
phone. We are glad that our respondents are so helpful and talking with us over the phone for hours to help us identify
the facts. As a renowned Public Health research institute, BRAC JPGSPH took a timely response to conduct rapid
research on the impact of COVID-19 and lockdown among different communities. | believe these researches are helping

the government and different stakeholders to take necessary interventions to address the issues.”

- Md. Maruf Rahman, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH.
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COVID-19 SHUTDOWN: A NEW THREAT TO THE
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC WELLBEING
OF DALIT COMMUNITY

Timeline: May 2020 - July 2020

Researchers: Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Assistant
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Tasfiyah Jalil, Senior
Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz
Rashid, Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: In the light of coronavirus situation, the
objective of the study is to investigate: the state of their
physical and mental health; impact on their economic
aspect of life; their coping mechanism in this time of
crisis; and their overall lifestyle as a marginalised
community.

Methodology: A qualitative approach was used for this
study and interviews were conducted over the

telephone.

Donor and Partner: CREA, India.
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EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE HEALTH
OUTCOMES AND ENABLE BETTER HEALTH
SYSTEMS DELIVERY THROUGH MOBILE MONEY:
IMPACT OF COVID-19

Researchers:

Ishrat Jahan, Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH;

Selima Sara Kabir, Assistant Research Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH; Dr Farzana A. Misha, Assistant Professor, BRAC
JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and
Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - Ongoing

Researchers: Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and
Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Farzana Misha,
Research Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH; Selima Sara Kabir,
Assistant Research Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH,; Ishrat
Jahan, Research Associate; BRAC JPGSPH.

Objectives: Given the nature of the crisis resulting in
enforced “social distancing” measures, the pressure on
the poor is immense with larger looming concerns of
survival. During crises such as these, liquidity becomes
an increasing source of concern - particularly if the
guarantining of bank notes receives serious
consideration to curb transmission of the virus. A
possible alternative in such a scenario is the availability
of Mobile Financial Services (MFS) who are well placed
to serve millions of registered clients throughout the
country including formal and informal workers,
businesses and service industries. This research
comprising of rapid survey and case studies will examine
ways in which mobile financial services can impact on
the user health seeking behaviour and outcomes.

Methodology: Mixed method study. The qualitative
phase has been completed, quantitative will begin.

Donor: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
Partner: Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.
Grant Amount: USD 100,000
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COVID-19 MITIGATION STUDY AMONG MIGRANT
WORKERS IN SINGAPORE

Researchers: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH;
Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH,; Ishrat Jahan, Research
Associate; BRAC JPGSPH; Aisha Siddika (BRAC
University) in partnership with Zoe Hildon (lead/partner
investigator); May O Lwin, Gwen Lai Chan, Jermey Lim,
National University Singapore.

Timeline: May 2020 - December 2020

Objective: In this unprecedented time of global
pandemic of COVID-19, each country across the world
has taken both public health and medical care measure
to protect the populations from the deadly disease. In
Singapore, despite taking stringent measures, the case
load of COVID-19 is very high among the migrant
workers but with very low case fatality rate. This study
led by Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
(SSHSPH), National University Singapore seeks to better
understand ways to communicate and engage to reduce
COVID-19 transmission through community mitigation,
while maintaining social cohesion. BRAC JPGSPH
partnered with SSHSPH in this qualitative assessment of
study along with other partners.

Methodology: This is a multicomponent qualitative study
using discourse analysis that focuses on knowledge
configuration and identifies interpretive schemes or
frames which helps in the classification of phenomena.
In-depth interviews will be conducted among migrant
workers to understand knowledge and risk perceptions
and coping mechanisms to improve communication
messaging and enhance social cohesion and community
empowerment.

Donor and Partner: HealthServe; Saw Swee Hock School

of Public Health (SSHSPH), National University
Singapore.
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WHAT WORKS TO CONTINUE MATERNAL AND
NEONATAL HEALTHCARE SERVICES DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC BY MANOSHI PROGRAMME
IN URBAN SLUMS OF BANGLADESH: A CASE STUDY

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Saira Parveen Jolly, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - August 2020

Objective: Despite an unprecedented shutdown of
normal life due to COVID-19 pandemic, the BRAC
Maternity Centers (BMCs) under BRAC Manoshi
programme is working in the urban slums of the City
Corporations and providing their regular maternity
service. Therefore, it is urgent to understand the factors
that are working in both the Manoshi midwifes (MMWs)
and beneficiaries to provide and receive the services at
BMCs and quality of care given by the service providers
during this corona disease pandemic for prioritising
implementation of need-based intervention by Manoshi
programme.

Methodology: Qualitative

“Organisational efforts and the experiences of the
programme personnel on the field has strengthened their
capacity on how to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic more
efficiently. Under the successful leadership of the BRAC
Manoshi programme, the BRAC Maternity Centres were fully
operational during the pandemic. The health workforce
remained active on the field while maintaining all social
distancing and safety protocols. While it was quite
impossible to ensure quality care to patients in the midst of

a pandemic, both the BMCs and health workers on their
field provided excellent patient care. They not only gained
the trust of the residents of the slums but also ensured
patient satisfaction.”

- Saira Parveen Jolly, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC
JPGSPH.

What Works to Continue Maternal and Neonatal Healthcare Services
during COVID-19 Pandemic by Manoshi Programme in Urban Slums of
Bangladesh: A Case Study
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TELE COUNSELLING INTERVENTIONS DURING
COVID-19 SITUATION IN BANGLADESH: A PROCESS
DOCUMENTATION

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Mrinmoy Samadder, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Other Researchers: Nicholas Turzo Mandol, Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Nazrana Khaled, Deputy
Research Coordinator; Raafat Hassan, Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Nosin Nahian, Research
Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: May 2020 - December 2020

Objective: The COVID-19 pandemic has a huge effect
on mental health which leads to psychological stress
and fear of disease. In Bangladesh, people barely have
any access or space to express their vulnerable mental
condition and get support and empathy from any
platform. Based on this context, BRAC Institute of
Educational Development (BIED) along with
Psychological Health and Wellness Clinic (PHWC) and
“Kaan Pete Roi” initiated tele counselling platform
“Moner Jotno Mobile E” for the people of Bangladesh is
ensuring to provide psychological support so that the
callers can overcome their frustration and anxiety.
BRAC JPGSPH conducted a process documentation to
illustrate the tele counselling programme operations and
its current performance during the COVID-19 outbreak.

Methodology: Qualitative methods and techniques for
the process documentation study. Key informant
interview (KII) and in-depth interview (IDI) are the main
tools for conducting the research. Besides, researchers
will participate as an observer and learner in different
training sessions organised by BIED for operating their
tele counseling programme hosted on online platforms.

Donor and Partner: BRAC Institute of Educational
Development (IED).
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“PASHE ACHI” TELECOMMUNICATION MODEL
DURING COVID-19: A PROCESS DOCUMENTATION

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Atiya Rahman, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Mrinmoy Samadder, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Other Researchers: Raafat Hassan, Research Associate,
BRAC JPGSPH; Mahmuda Sarkar, Qualitative Data
Manager, BRAC JPGSPH; Nicholas Turzo Mandol,
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Nazrana Khaled,
Deputy Research Coordinator, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: June 2020 - December 2020

Objective: Document the overall development of “Pashe
Achi” tele-communication model over time by exploring
the overall process and activities of this tele
communication platform; Identify the overall challenges
and lessons learned throughout the process of
implementation.

Methodology: Qualitative

Donor and Partner: BRAC Institute of Educational
Development (IED).

Grant Amount: USD 52,000
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COVID-19: KNOWLEDGE, PERCEPTIONS, AND
EXPERIENCE OF LIVES AND LIVELIHOOD AND
MENTAL HEALTH OF ROHINGYA REFUGEES IN
CAMPS OF BANGLADESH

PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.

Co-PI: Saira Parveen Jolly, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Coordinator: Saira Parveen Jolly, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: April 2020 - June 2020.

Objective: To understand knowledge and perceptions of
Rohingya populations about the coronavirus and their
lived experience shaping up their lifestyle, livelihood
and mental state in the changing environment of
COVID-19 response in camps.

Methodology: Qualitative

Donor: BRAC JPGSPH.

BRAC COVID-19 RESPONSE PROCESS
DOCUMENTATION RESEARCH

PI: Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.
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Co-PI: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH.
Timeline: April 2020 - August 2020.

Objective: To document BRAC's innovative response to
COVID-19 pandemic.

Methodology: Qualitative Klls and IDIs with BRAC Staff.

UNDERSTANDING KNOWLEDGE AND AWARENESS
ON COVID-19 (CORONA DISEASE) AND ITS IMPACT
ON LIVELIHOODS AND LIFE OF ROHINGYA
REFUGEE CAMPS IN COX’S BAZAR, BANGLADESH

Researchers: Saira Parveen Jolly, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH; Mahmuda Akhtar Sarkar, Qualitative
Data Manager, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Kaosar Afsana,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: April 2020 - May 2020

Objective: In response to the present threat of
COVID-19, the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) and its
partners took several initiatives to address the
impending health crisis among the Rohingya refugees in
camps of Cox’s Bazar. This study aimed to understand
the knowledge and awareness of the Rohingya
population on the COVID-19 disease and changes
transpiring in their livelihood and lives.

Methodology: A rapid qualitative study using case study

approaches during April 2020 through telephone
interviews.
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MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Researchers: Kuhel Islam, Senior Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH; Kazi Sameen Nasar, Senior Research Associate,
BRAC JPGSPH; Rituja Shome, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: April 2020 - July 2020

Objective: More than 20% of Bangladesh’s population
lies between the ages of 10 and 19 years, and around
30% belong to the age group between 15-24 years.
Among students aged 13-17, 4% of boys and 6% of girls
consider attempting suicide due to depression. With all
educational institutions shut under the current
COVID-19 environment, the mental and emotional
well-being of university going students’ risk being
further negatively amplified. To address this issue, the
School in partnership with Imperial College, UK is
carrying out a needs assessment to better understand
the emotional and mental effects brought on by the
onslaught of the pandemic on university students, and
the support required to tend to their concerns.

Methodology: Semi-structured telephone interviews,
both qualitative and quantitative questions were asked

to students.

Donor and Partner: Imperial College London, UK.
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COVID-19: KNOWLEDGE, PRACTICES AND IMPACT
IN SOUTH-ASIA (BANGLADESH COMPONENT)

Researchers: Fahmida Akter, Senior Research Fellow,
BRAC JPGSPH; Abu Abdullah Mohammad Hanif, Senior
Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Mehedi Hasan, Senior
Lecturer, BRAC JPGSPH; Md. Mokbul Hossain, Analyst
(Statistics), BRAC JPGSPH:; Professor Malay Kanti Mridha,
Director, CNCDN, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Malabika
Sarker, Associate Dean and Director, CoE-SISU, BRAC
JPGSPH; Abu Ahmed Shamim, Associate Scientist,
CNCDN, BRAC JPGSPH; Nushrat Jahan Urmy, Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.

International: John C Chambers; Kusuma Dian; lan Goon;
Ananya Gupta; Sujeet Jha; Anuradhani Kasturiratne;
Anjana Ranjit Mohan; Franco Sassi.

Timeline: April 2020 - June 2020

Objective: To determine the prevalence of flu-like
symptoms; to assess the knowledge and practices
related to the prevention and control of COVID-19;

to determine the health, economic and social impact of
COVID-19 associated measures e.g., lock-down, social
distancing etc.

Methodology: Cross-sectional survey using quantitative
approach. Data are being collected from all the divisions
of Bangladesh.

Partner: Imperial College London, UK.

Donor: National Institute for Health Research (NIHR),
UK.
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A QUICK ASSESSMENT OF KNOWLEDGE,
PERCEPTIONS, BARRIERS AND ENABLERS, AND
EXPERIENCES OF THE FRONTLINE HEALTH
WORKERS (FLWS) VIS-A-VIS COVID-19 EPIDEMIC
MANAGEMENT IN BANGLADESH

Researchers: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH; Mir Raihanul Islam,
Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Bushra Zarin
Islam, Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Md.
Zakir Hossain Pinto, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Dr Nahitun Naher, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC
JPGSPH; Dr Zarin Tasnim, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Samiun Nazrin Bente Kamal Tune, Senior
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: March 2020 - May 2020

Objective: From World Health Organization's (WHO)
declaration of a Global Public Health Emergency in
January 2020 to identification of the first case in the
country in early March 2020, neither the ministry nor
the political establishment was found to rise to the
occasion and provide the necessary stewardship for
coordinated response to contain the outbreak.
Uncertainty about the roles and responsibilities of the
different agencies of the health ministry and the
government at large and there was lack of coordination
among them which baffle any description. It then
entered the community transmission phase when
experts were expecting a surge in the number of the
patients and a catastrophic scenario for the poorly
prepared health systems. In this scenario, it was
important to look at the conditions of the health
workers who are at the frontline of the fight against
COVID-19. This quick assessment is being done to elicit
the knowledge, perceptions, barriers and enablers, and
lived social experiences by the FLWs vis-a-vis
management of COVID-19 epidemic currently sweeping
the country.

Methodology: This time-bond study of cross-sectional
design by mixed method approach is currently being
conducted.

Donor: Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW).
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ADAPTING WITH THE CONTEXT: ‘ONE BRAC’
STORY IN COVID-19 RESPONSE IN BANGLADESH

Researchers: Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH;
Ishrat Jahan, Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH;

Selima Sara Kabir, Assistant Research Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH; Nazrana Khaled, Deputy Research Coordinator,
BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Fouzia Khanam, Senior Research
Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: March 2020 - May 2020

Objectives: BRAC's COVID-19 response has a
three-pronged approach which will be followed by long
term livelihood support work for the economically
affected families: Protection of Staff and Community;
Communication and mass awareness; New Partnerships
for Prevention, Detection, and Response. BRAC’s
overarching focus for the COVID-19 response in
Bangladesh is to prevent community-level outbreak as
much as possible in the coming days by mobilising over
90,000 field staff and community health volunteers to
reach millions of households. In public health
emergencies, we often do not prioritise documentation
of the rapid response processes undertaken by large
organisations like BRAC that have played a critical role
in the history of the country.

Methodology: Key Informant Interviews (Klls) and
In-depth Interviews (IDIs) were used with chosen
participants. Themes included BRAC's overall response
to the crisis as well as the particular functional area’s
responses.

Partner: BRAC.
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COVID-19 IMPACT ON URBAN SLUMS AND LOW
INCOME SETTLEMENTS: EDUCATION,
PSYCHOSOCIAL WELL BEING AND COPING

Researchers: Taslima Aktar, BIGD; Farhana Alam,
Assistant Director, CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH; Mehedi
Hasan Anik, BIGD; S Saklain Al Mamun, BIGD; Samira
Ahmed Raha, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH; Md.
Sajib Rana, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH; Professor
Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director, CGSRHR, BRAC
JPGSPH; Alvira Farheen Ria; Prantik Roy, Research
Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH; Maheen Sultan, Head, Gender
and Social Transformation Cluster, BIGD;

Timeline: March 2020 - Ongoing

Objectives: To understand the impact of COVID-19 and
state sanctioned lockdown on lives and education of
adolescents living in urban slums and low income
settlements; to identify the factors affecting
psychosocial wellbeing of adolescents and to explore
their coping strategies during the pandemic.

Methodology: Qualitative research methods via phone
interviews.

Donor: Gender and Adolescence: Global Evidence
Programme, Overseas Development Institute (GAGE

ODI).

Partners: BIGD.
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COVID-19 IMPACT IN BANGLADESH:
TRANSMISSION DYNAMICS, HEALTH SYSTEM,
PREPAREDNESS AND FINANCING BY DISTRICTS

Researchers: Abu Abdullah Mohammad Hanif, Senior
Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH; Mehedi Hasan, Senior
Lecturer, BRAC JPGSPH; Md. Mokbul Hossain, Analyst
(Statistics), BRAC JPGSPH; Dr Alain B Labrique,
Professor, Bloomberg School of Public Health, John
Hopkins University; Dr Dipak Kumar Mitra, Professor and
Chair, Department of Public Health, North South
University; Professor Malay Kanti Mridha, Director,
CNCDN, BRAC JPGSPH:; Rina Rani Paul, Consultant,
BRAC JPGSPH; Professor Zahidul Quayyum, Director of
Research and Co-Director, CUEH, BRAC JPGSPH.

Objective: To report how COVID-19 cases will evolve in
different districts of Bangladesh and what will be the
district specific health care needs, resource
requirements and its estimated cost, and mortality; to
prevent and control COVID-19, and plan for efficient
mobilisation and allocation of resources in Bangladesh.

Methodology: Mathematical modelling for the 64
districts of Bangladesh.

Partners: Department of Public Health, North South

University; Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns
Hopkins University; Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW).
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SURVEY ON CONSUMER AWARENESS OF
NUTRITION, FOOD SAFETY

Researchers: Dr Nepal C Dey, Adjunct Professor, BRAC
JPGSPH; Professor Kaosar Afsana, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Professor Malay Kanti Mridha, Director, CNCDN, BRAC
JPGSPH; Abu Ahmed Shamim, Associate Scientist,
CNCDN, BRAC JPGSPH; Md. Abdul Awal, Research
Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Mahmood Parvez, Senior
Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Mir Raihanul Islam,
Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH; Fahmida
Akter, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: January 2020 - December 2020

Objective:To assess the knowledge of basic nutrition,
cooking best practices, food safety and hygiene
principles of a sample of the country that will be
representative of different:

— Districts of the country as well as nationally,

— Age groups and stages of the life cycle,

— Gender,

— Socio economic groups.

To compare knowledge levels to a simple assessment of
people’s dietary practices, nutritional behaviour and
status, and overall health; to identify factors associated
with different levels of knowledge and awareness;
changes of hygiene behaviour due to COVID-19 in
different settings of Bangladesh.

Methodology: A cross sectional study design will be
followed to conduct the study.

Donor and Partner: Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO).
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MEDIA SURVEILLANCE ON CORONAVIRUS

Researchers: Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director,
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH; Samiun Nazrin Bente
Kamal Tune, Senior Research Associate, BRAC JPGSPH;
Md. Zakir Hossain Pinto, Research Assistant, BRAC
JPGSPH; Mehedi Hasan, Senior Lecturer, BRAC JPGSPH;
Nasir Uddin, Research Assistant, BRAC JPGSPH.

Timeline: January, 2020 - ongoing

Objective: To document the messages and meanings
spread by the print and visual media at the national level
in Bangladesh through a selective and ordered
collection of news reports, articles and videos; to
document the reactions and opinions of the populations
to media coverage through the collection of online
readers’ comments to these articles and reports.

Methodology: Four researchers are collecting and
reviewing reports, articles, op-ed etc. from newspapers,
talk shows/programmes on COVID-19, and selecting
websites from Alexa. The extracted data will be
summarised, thematically analysed and will be redacted
as a report.

Donor: BRAC JPGSPH, BRAC University.
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PUBLICATIONS 2019 AND 2020

As part of the research conducted, over 680 locally pioneered research and sustainable health
peer-reviewed publications (including journal articles, solutions.

international book chapters etc.) have been published in

national and international journals till December, 2020. Between January, 2019 and December, 2020 the School

These publications aimed to shed light on the public has conducted 128 peer-reviewed publications, 4
health need of developing countries, such as compelling, peer-reviewed publications related to COVID-19 and 5
community-based teachings and learnings to provide international book chapters.

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

CLIMATE CHANGE, MIGRATION AND HEALTH SYSTEMS RESILIENCE: NEED FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY
RESEARCH

Authors: Valéry Ridde, Tarik Benmarhnia, Emmanuel Bonnet, Carol Bottger, Patrick
Cloos, Christian Dagenais, Manuela De Allegri, Ariadna Nebot, Ludovic Queuille, and
Malabika Sarker.

Published: 7 January 2019 in F1000 Research.

DOI: https:/f1000research.com/articles/8-22/v1

. ‘FEMINIZATION’ OF PHYSICIAN WORKFORCE IN BANGLADESH, UNDERLYING FACTORS AND
IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH SYSTEM: INSIGHTS FROM A MIXED-METHODS STUDY

Authors: Puspita Hossain, Rajat Das Gupta, Phyoe YarZar, Mohamed Salieu Jalloh,
Nishat Tasnim, Ayesha Afrin, Nahitun Naher, Md. Tarek Hossain, Taufique Joarder,
and Syed Masud Ahmed.

Published: 11 January 2019 in PLOS|ONE.

DOI: https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0210820

' NUTRITION INTERVENTIONS INTEGRATED INTO AN EXISTING MATERNAL, NEONATAL, AND CHILD
HEALTH PROGRAM REDUCE FOOD INSECURITY AMONG RECENTLY DELIVERED AND PREGNANT
WOMEN IN BANGLADESH

Authors: Edward A Frongillo, Phuong H Nguyen, Tina Sanghvi, Zeba Mahmud,
Bachera Aktar, Silvia Alayon, and Purnima Menon.

Published: 13 January 2019 in Oxford Academic - The Journal of Nutrition, Volume
149, Issue 1, January 2019, Pages 159-166.

DOI: https://academic.oup.com/jn/article/149/1/159/5288239
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AN INVISIBLE WORKFORCE: THE NEGLECTED ROLE OF CLEANERS IN PATIENT SAFETY ON
MATERNITY UNITS

Authors: Suzanne Cross, Giorgia Gon, Emma Morrison, Koasar Afsana, Said M. Alli,
Tina Manjang, Lamin Manneh, Atiya Rahman, Deepak Saxena, Kranti Vorah, and
Wendy J. Graham.

Published: 15 January 2019 in Taylor & Francis Online - Global Health Action, Volume 12, 2019-Issue 1.
DOI: https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2018.1480085

WOMEN'S PREFERENCES FOR MATERNAL HEALTHCARE SERVICES IN BANGLADESH: EVIDENCE FROM
A DISCRETE CHOICE EXPERIMENT

Authors: Rashidul Alam Mahumud, Nadia Ishrat Alamgir, Md. Tarek Hossain, Elaine Baruwa,
Marufa Sultana, Jeff Gow, Khorshed Alam, Syed Masud Ahmed, and Jahangir A.M. Khan.

Published: 23 January 2019 in MDPI - Journal of Clinical Medicine, Section-Epidemiology &
Public Health.

DOI: https:/www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/8/2/132
' PATHWAYS OF ANTIBIOTIC USE IN BANGLADESH: QUALITATIVE PROTOCOL FOR THE PAUSE STUDY

Authors: Emily K Rousham, Mohammad Aminul Islam, Papreen Nahar, Patricia Jane Lucas, =13 =]
Nahitun Naher, Syed Masud Ahmed, Fosiul Alam Nizame, and Leanne Unicomb. i ;

=

Published: 25 January 2019 in BMJ Journals - BMJ Open, Volume 9, Issue 1.
DOI: https:/bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/1/e028215

PREVALENCE AND RISK FACTORS OF CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE PULMONARY DISEASE IN
BANGLADESH: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW

Authors: Ipsita Sutradhar, Rajat Das Gupta, Mehedi Hasan, Amit Wazib,
Malabika Sarker.

Published: 28 January 2019 in Cureus - PMC, Volume 11(1).
DOI: 10.7759/cureus.3970

EYE DISEASES: THE NEGLECTED HEALTH CONDITION AMONG URBAN SLUM POPULATION OF
DHAKA, BANGLADESH

Authors: Ipsita Sutradhar, Priyanka Gayen, Mehedi Hasan, Rajat Das Gupta, Tapash Roy,
and Malabika Sarker.

Published: 31 January 2019 in BMC - BMC Ophthalmology Volume 19, Article number:
38 (2019).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s12886-019-1043-z
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HOW HEALTH SHOCKS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO REPAYMENTS OF LOANS FROM MICROFINANCE
INSTITUTIONS CAN AFFECT MIGRANT HOUSEHOLDS IN BANGLADESH

Authors: Md. Shahadath Hossain, Malabika Sarker, Shaila Nazneen, Bharati Basu,
Fatema Binte Rasul & Hossain I. Adib.

Published: 8 February 2019 in Taylor & Francis Online - Journal of Migration and Development,
Volume 8, 2019-Issue 2, Pages 370-393.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/21632324.2019.1565088

' DETERMINANTS OF EARLY INITIATION OF BREASTFEEDING IN ETHIOPIA: A POPULATION-BASED
STUDY USING THE 2016 DEMOGRAPHIC AND HEALTH SURVEY DATA

Authors: James Rufus John, Sabuj Kanti Mistry, Getahun Kebede, Narendar Manohar,
and Amit Arora.

Published: 13 February 2019 in BMC - BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, Article Number: 69(2019).
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-019-2211-0

ATRANSPARENT UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE INDEX WITH DECOMPOSITION BY
SOCIOECONOMIC GROUPS: APPLICATION IN ASIAN AND AFRICAN SETTINGS

Authors: Jahangir A.M. Khan, Sayem Ahmed, Tao Chen, Ewan M. Tomeny, Louis W. Niessen.

Published: 16 February 2019 in Springer Link - Applied Health Economics and Health
Policy volume 17, pages 399-410(2019).

DOI: https:/doi.org/10.1007/s40258-019-00464-9

REASONS FOR FORMULA FEEDING AMONG RURAL BANGLADESHI MOTHERS: A QUALITATIVE
EXPLORATION

Authors: Atiya Rahman and Fahmida Akter.

Published: 26 February 2019 in PLOS ONE 14(2): e0211761.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0211761
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS AND PREVALENCE OF NON-COMMUNICABLE
. DISEASES RISK FACTORS AND COMORBIDITIES IN BANGLADESH: FINDINGS FROM A NATIONWIDE
CROSS-SECTIONAL SURVEY

Authors: Tuhin Biswas, Nick Townsend, Md Saimul Islam, Md Rajibul Islam, Rajat Das Gupta,
Sumon Kumar Das, Abdullah Al Mamun.

Published: 13 March 2019 in The BMJ Journals - BMJ Open, Volume 9, Issue 3.

DOI: http:/dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2018-025538
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FREQUENCY OF TELEVISION VIEWING AND ASSOCIATION WITH OVERWEIGHT AND OBESITY
AMONG WOMEN OF THE REPRODUCTIVE AGE GROUP IN MYANMAR: RESULTS FROM A
NATIONWIDE CROSS-SECTIONAL SURVEY

Authors: Rajat Das Gupta, Ibrahim Hossain Sajal, Mehedi Hasan, Ipsita Sutradhar,
Mohammad Rifat Haider, Malabika Sarker.

Published: 20 March 2019 in The BMJ Journals - BMJ Open, Volume 9, Issue 3.
DOI: 10.1111/mcn.12816

OVERALL CARE-SEEKING PATTERN AND GENDER DISPARITY AT A SPECIALIZED MENTAL HOSPITAL IN
BANGLADESH

Authors: Nazmun Nahar Nuri, Malabika Sarker, Helal Uddin Ahmed,
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GLOBAL BURDEN OF 87 RISK FACTORS IN 204 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES, 1990-2019: A
SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS FOR THE GLOBAL BURDEN OF DISEASE STUDY 2019

Authors: GBD 2019 Risk Factors Collaborators (Rajat Das Gupta from BRAC JPGSPH).

Published: 17 October 2020 in The Lancet, Volume 396, Issue 10258, P 1223-1249.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/50140-6736(20)30752-2
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. FIVE INSIGHTS FROM THE GLOBAL BURDEN OF DISEASE STUDY 2019

Authors: GBD 2019 Viewpoint Collaborators (Rajat Das Gupta from BRAC JPGSPH).

Published: 17 October 2020 in The Lancet, Volume 396, Issue 10258, P 1135-1159.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/50140-6736(20)31404-5

DEVELOPING CORE ECONOMIC PARAMETER SETS FOR ASTHMA STUDIES: A REALIST REVIEW AND
AN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

Authors: Chris Roukas, Zahidul Quayyum, Anita Patel, Deborah Fitzsimmons, Ceri Phillips, [=lani [m]
Natalia Hounsome.

Published: 20 October 2020 in BMJ Journals - BMJ Open, Health Economics, Volume 10,
Issue 10.

DOI: 10.1136/bmjopen-2020-037889

SHOULD WE CARE: A QUALITATIVE EXPLORATION OF THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE THE DECISION
OF EARLY MARRIAGE AMONG YOUNG MEN IN URBAN SLUMS OF BANGLADESH

Authors: Subas Chandra Biswas, Shuchi Karim, Sabina Faiz Rashid.

Published: 26 October 2020 in BMJ Journals - BMJ Open, Public Health, Volume 10, Issue 10.
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2020-039195
PREVALENCE AND ASSOCIATED FACTORS OF UNDERWEIGHT, OVERWEIGHT AND OBESITY AMONG
. WOMEN OF REPRODUCTIVE AGE GROUP IN THE MALDIVES: EVIDENCE FROM A NATIONALLY
REPRESENTATIVE STUDY

Authors: Mohammad Rashidul Hashan, Md Fazla Rabbi, Shams Shabab Haider,
Rajat Das Gupta.

Published: 29 October 2020 in Plos One.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241621

STATUS OF THE WHO RECOMMENDED TIMING AND FREQUENCY OF ANTENATAL CARE VISITS IN
NORTHERN BANGLADESH

Authors: Sarker BK, Rahman M, Rahman T, Rahman T, Khalil JJ, Hasan M, Rahman F, Ahmed A,
Mitra DK, Mridha MK, Rahman A.

Published: 5 November 2020 in Plos One.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241185
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DO SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY APPROACHES WORK? A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE FROM SELECTED
LOW - AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES IN THE WHO SOUTH-EAST ASIA REGION

Authors: Nahitun Naher, Dina Balabanova, Eleanor Hutchinson, Robert Marten,
Roksana Hoque, Samiun Nazrin Bente Kamal Tune, Bushra Zarin Islam, Syed Masud Ahmed.

Published: 9 November 2020 in Oxford Academic, Health Policy and Planning, Volume 35,
Issue Supplement 1, November 2020, Pages i76-i96.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czaal07

NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASE RISK FACTORS AMONG ADOLESCENT BOYS AND GIRLS IN
BANGLADESH: EVIDENCE FROM A NATIONAL SURVEY

Authors: Nushrat Jahan Urmy, Md Mokbul Hossain, Abu Ahmed Shamim,

Md Showkat Ali Khan, Abu Abdullah Mohammad Hanif, Mehedi Hasan, Fahmida Akter,
Dipak Kumar Mitra, Moyazzam Hossaine, Mohammad Aman Ullah, Samir Kanti Sarker,
Sm Mustafizur Rahman, Md Mofijul Islam Bulbul, Malay Kanti Mridha.

Published: December 2020 in National Library of Medicine, National Center for Biotechnology Information - Osong
public health and research perspectives, 2020 Dec;11(6):351-364.

DOI: https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33403198/

CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES IN CONDUCTING SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RESEARCH
AMONG ROHINGYA REFUGEES IN COX’S BAZAR, BANGLADESH
Authors: Rushdia Ahmed, Bachera Aktar, Nadia Farnaz, Pushpita Ray, Abdul Awal, Raafat [=l EI
Hassan, Sharid Bin Shafique, Md Tanvir Hasan, Zahidul Quayyum, Mohira Babaeva Jafarovna, iiil .
Loulou Hassan Kobeissi, Khalid El Tahir, Balwinder Singh Chawla and Sabina Faiz Rashid. !

Published: 1 December 2020 in BMC - Conflict and Health, Volume 14, Article number: 83.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-020-00329-2

TARGETING ANTICORRUPTION INTERVENTIONS AT THE FRONT LINE: DEVELOPMENTAL
GOVERNANCE IN HEALTH SYSTEMS

Authors: Eleanor Hutchinson, Nahitun Naher, Pallavi Roy, Martin McKee, Susannah H Mayhew, =
Syed Masud Ahmed, Dina Balabanova. ]

=

Published: 3 December 2020 in BMJ Journals - BMJ Global Health, Volume 5, Issue 12.
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003092
DOCUMENTING THE CHALLENGES OF CONDUCTING RESEARCH ON SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE
. HEALTH AND RIGHTS (SRHR) OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN A LOW-AND-MIDDLE INCOME
COUNTRY SETTING: LESSONS FROM BANGLADESH.

Authors: Amina Amin, Adity Shayontony Das, Adrita Kaiser, Raia Azmi, Sabina Faiz Rashid,

| O O}
Md Tanvir Hasan. %
[Eer=ise

Published: 17 December 2020 in BMJ Journals - BMJ Global Health, Volume 5, Issue 12.

DOI: 10.1136/bmjgh-2020-002904
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PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS RELATED TO COVID-19

SLUM HEALTH: ARRESTING COVID-19 AND IMPROVING WELL-BEING IN URBAN INFORMAL
SETTLEMENTS

Authors: Jason Corburn, David Vlahov, Blessing Mberu, Lee Riley, Waleska Teixeira Caiaffa,
Sabina Faiz Rashid, Albert Ko, Sheela Patel, Smurti Jukur, Eliana Martinez-Herrera,

Saroj Jayasinghe, Siddharth Agarwal, Blaise Nguendo-Yongsi, Jane Weru, Smith Ouma,
Katia Edmundo, Tolu Oni and Hany Ayad.

Published: 24 April 2020 in National Library of Medicine, National Center for Biotechnology
Information - Journal Of Public Health, 2020 Jun;97(3):348-357.

DOI: https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32333243/

TOWARDS A SOCIALLY JUST MODEL: BALANCING HUNGER AND RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC IN BANGLADESH

Authors: Sabina Faiz Rashid, Sally Theobald, Kim Ozano. ? EI
If ;

Published: 1 June, 2020 in BMJ-BMJ Global Health, Volume 5, Issue 6. (=

DOI: 10.1136/bmjgh- 2020-002715

‘MOST AT RISK’ FOR COVID-19? THE IMPERATIVE TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION FROM BIOLOGICAL
TO SOCIAL FACTORS FOR EQUITY

Authors: Rima A. Afifi, Nicole Novak, Paul A. Gilbert, Bernadette Pauly, Sawsan Abdulrahim,
Sabina Faiz Rashid, Fernando Ortega, Rashida A. Ferrand.

Published: 6 August, 2020 in Science Direct, Preventive Medicine, Volume 139.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2020.106229
HEALTHCARE WORKER ATTENDANCE DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: A
. LONGITUDINAL ANALYSIS OF FINGERPRINT VERIFIED DATA FROM ALL PUBLIC-SECTOR SECONDARY
AND TERTIARY CARE FACILITIES IN BANGLADESH.

Authors: Duy Do, Malabika Sarker, Simiao Chen, Ali Lenjani, Pauli Tikka, Till Biarnighausen,
and Pascal Geldsetzer.

Published: 1 December 2020 in Journal of Global Health.

DOI: 10.1101/2020.09.01.20186445

212 BIENNIAL REPORT 2019 & 2020 | RESEARCH



INTERNATIONAL BOOK CHAPTERS

' BINARY FRAMING OF CONSENT AND COERCION OF CHILD MARRIAGE: A CRITIQUE (2020)

Authors: Seama Mowri, Rafia Sultana, Subas Biswas, Raia Azmi, Sairana Ahsan,
and Sabina F. Rashid.

Work: Dreaming of a Better Life, Child Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, Oxford
International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

Editors: Gina Crivello and Gillian Mann, Young Lives.

THE HETEROGENEOUS LIVES OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN IN URBAN SLUMS IN
BANGLADESH (2020)

Authors: Sairana Ahsan, Seama Mowri, Subas Biswas, Rafia Sultana, Raia Azmi,
and Sabina F. Rashid.

Work: Dreaming of a Better Life, Child Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, Oxford
International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

Editors: Gina Crivello and Gillian Mann, Young Lives.

. EARLY MARRIAGE AMONG ADOLESCENT BOYS AND YOUNG MEN IN URBAN INFORMAL
SETTLEMENTS OF BANGLADESH (2020)

Authors: Subas Biswas, Raia Azmi, Seama Mowri, Sairana Ahsan, Rafia Sultana,
and Sabina F. Rashid.

Work: Dreaming of a Better Life, Child Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, Oxford
International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

Editors: Gina Crivello and Gillian Mann, Young Lives.

HEARD AND HARD REALITY OF MATERNAL HEALTH: ARE WE OVERSIMPLIFYING THE
CHALLENGES IN BANGLADESH?

Authors: Kaosar Afsana.

Editors: In Emma J. Flatt, Vani S, Murali, Silvia Tieri (eds).

Work: Voices on South Asia: Interdisciplinary perspectives on Women's Status, Challenges
and Futures. Singapore: World Scientific, 2020.

NAVIGATING TOWARDS A ‘GOOD FUTURE’: SIGNIFICANCE OF APPEARANCE IN ASPIRATIONS OF
DHAKA URBAN MIDDLE-CLASS ADOLESCENT GIRLS (2020)

Authors: Camellia, Suborna.

Editors: Mariske Westendorp, Kenneth Finis and Desiree Remmert.

Berghann Books. ISBN 978-1-78920-895-5
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ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT AND CREATING CHANGE
TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF
THE MOST DISADVANTAGED POPULATIONS

CONTINUAL STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

WITH GOVERNMENT, KEY STAKEHOLDERS

(i.e, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS, INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES),
CIVIL SOCIETY AND DONORS

STRONG NETWORKS OF PARTNERSHIPS
FOR ADVOCACY: GLOBAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL

TO IMPACT ON PROGRAMME DESIGN AND POLICIES



ADVOCACY TO INFLUENCE PROGRAMMES AND POLICIES

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS, SEMINARS,
CONFERENCES , DIALOGUES AND
MEETINGS WITH DIVERSE PARTNERS AND
STAKEHOLDERS IN 2019

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCHERS, ACADEMICS, IMPLEMENTERS,
PRACTITIONERS AND PARTNER NETWORKS
FROM 30 COUNTRIES ATTENDED GCIS 2019

BRAC JPGSPH believes in advocating to impact
programme design and policies, closely engaging with
government, key stakeholders (i.e., non-government
organisations, international agencies), civil society and
donors to push agendas of national and global
importance. All research evidence undertaken by the
School have policy and advocacy as part of their key
mandate. The aim of the five Centres of Excellence and
the Humanitarian Research Hub is to continually
engage in translating research evidence to inform
programme and policy interventions.

During this public health emergency of COVID-19, the
School is actively engaged in sharing evidence with
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214+

ACTIVE ENGAGEMENTS WITH
MULTI-STAKEHOLDERS TO DATE

WEBINARS, 95 NEWS ARTICLES
AND 21 BLOGS IN 2020

mainstream media, government advisors, citizens’
platform-Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW) and many
other civil society bodies, on current needs of
disadvantaged populations.

In 2020, the School has organised more than 37
Webinars related to COVID-19 and published above 95
News Articles and 21 Blogs. The School also actively
aggregates and shares useful resource materials, locally
and globally to a wider audience, including BRAC
university, health organisations, key stakeholders,
partners, and networks which include seminars, online
dissemination events, policy dialogues, internal blogs,
articles published in newspapers, social media
campaigns, sharing daily COVID-19 updates, etc.
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ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS

OUTBREAK OF CORONA
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THE GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON
IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE AND
SCALE-UP (GCIS), 2019

From 29 June till 1 July, 2019, the first ever Global
Conference on Implementation Science and
Scale-Up (GCIS) was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The
conference was co-hosted by the Centre of
Excellence for Science of Implementation and
Scale-Up (CoE-SISU), BRAC JPGSPH, UNICEF
Bangladesh, and co-sponsored by TDR, Geneva.

GCIS aimed to create a global platform with
specialists and implementers from leading
organisations to understand and share their
experiences on implementation science and research
in scaling-up and sustaining social programmes in a
national context. With 250 participants from 30
countries, including researchers, implementers,
government officials and international donor and
partner organisations, the conference held multiple
plenary sessions on research capacity on
implementation science for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) targets; 15 parallel
sessions were held, over the course of the
conference on topics ranging from strengthening
institutional research (IR) capacity in the TDR
supported postgraduate schemes, IR in response to
the malnutrition challenge in Bangladesh and
involving multi-sectoral collaboration.
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ACTIVE STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
ON COVID-19 AT BRAC UNIVERSITY

On February, 2020, BRAC JPGSPH organised
‘Outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19),,
an attempt to share the overall COVID-19 situation
globally and nationally to discuss how we can
prevent an outbreak in Bangladesh, in presence of
representatives from Institute of Epidemiology,
Disease Control and Research (IEDCR), Government
of Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh.

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES IN THE
TIMES OF COVID-19: SONAR-GLOBAL
WEBINAR

On February, 2020 BRAC JPGSPH engaged with
regional partners of Sonar-Global; a global platform
funded by the European Union's Horizon 2020
Research and Innovation Programme in a webinar.
Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Director,
CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH participated in the webinar
and shared the experience from Bangladesh on how
can anthropological approaches inform COVID-19
research and interventions.

Partners: Institut Pasteur (IP); Amsterdam Institute
for Global Health and Development (AIGHD);
Stichting Nederlands Instituut Voor Onderzoek Van
De Gezondheidszorg (NIVEL); Medical University of
Vienna (MUW); Mahidol University; Public Health
Centre of the MoH of Ukraine; University College
London (UCL); Makerere University (MU); Centre
Regional De Recherche Et De Formation A La Prise
En Charge Clinique Du Vih Sida et Maladies
Associees de Dakar (CRCF); Institute of
Development Studies (IDF); CENSIS; Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich (LMU); University
of Malta (UM); University of Ljubljani.

To access all the webinars please go to page 250.
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ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS

IMPACTING PROGRAMME DESIGNS:
ACCOUNTABILITY AND
RESPONSIVENESS IN INFORMAL
SETTLEMENTS FOR EQUITY (ARISE)

Starting from 25 June, to 29 June, 2019, BRAC
JPGSPH successfully hosted the first ARISE Annual
Partners’ meeting in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Dr Hilary Standing, Professor and Emeritus Fellow,
Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex,
Chair of ARISE Advisory panel; and Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman, Chairperson BRAC, Executive Chairperson of
Power and Participation Research Centre and ARISE
Advisory panel member from Bangladesh attended the
meeting. The event was organised with a view to
finalise the Theory of Change, log frame and
Monitoring Evaluation and Learning Plan,
communications and stakeholder engagement strategy,
safeguarding strategy and action plans; harmonise and
agree on social and governance mapping work package
ethics protocols; identify capacity development needs
and strategies to meet them; to become familiar with
BRAC JPGSPH and the Dhaka informal settlement
context and to agree on a work plan for the upcoming
year. Respected individuals from London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSTM), University of
Glasgow, Institute of Development Studies, LVCT
Health were present along with ARISE Bangladesh
team members.

In 2019 the School organised a National Consultation
Workshop on “Advancing Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Development Targeted at the Urban Poor (ADB TA)” in
July; Stakeholder Workshop on “Working Together
Towards Health Equity in Urban Informal Settlements”
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in September and a National Capacity Development
Workshop on “Gender-Biased Sex Selection in
Bangladesh”, December. In May 2020 they also
organised a webinar on “COVID-19 Impact on Urban
Informal Settlements: Vulnerabilities, Challenges and
Responses from 4 Countries”.

ARISE is funded by UK Research and Innovation’s
Global Challenges Research Fund.

Partners: Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM),
UK; Institute of Development Studies (IDS), UK;
Institute of Health and Wellbeing, University of
Glasgow, UK; The University of York, UK; George
Institute for Global Health, India; Slum/Shack Dwellers’
International (SDI), India; African Population and Health
Research Centre (APHRC), Kenya; Liverpool VCT Health
(LVCT Health), Kenya; Sierra Leone Urban Research
Centre (SLURC), Njala University, Sierra Leone; College
of Medicine and Allied Health Sciences (COMAHS),
University of Sierra Leone.

For more information, please visit http:/www.ariseconsor-
tium.org/category/all-news-events/bangladesh/
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BANGLADESH HEALTH WATCH (BHW)

BANGLADESH HEALTH

WATCH

y Bangladesh 2006

Stale of Health ir
Challe

Established in 2006, Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW),
a multi-stakeholder civil society advocacy and
monitoring network is dedicated to improving the
health system in Bangladesh through a critical review of
policies and programmes and recommendation of
appropriate actions for change.

BRAC JPGSPH serves as the Secretariat for BHW, since
its inception. Amongst the working group members,
The School representatives include The Dean, the
Founding Dean and the Director of Centre for Health
Systems Research.

THE WORKING GROUP MEMBERS OF
BHW

e Samia Afrin, Project Director, Sexual Health and
Reproductive Rights (SRHR), Project Naripokkho

e Dr Syed Masud Ahmed, Professor and Director of
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH

e Dr Ahmed Al Sabir, Health Specialist and
Independent Consultant

e Dr Ahmed Mushtaque Raza Chowdhury, former Vice
Chair of BRAC, Advisor and Founding Dean of
BRAC JPGSPH, and Convener of Bangladesh Health
Watch

e DrAJ Faisel, former Country Representative of
Engender Health Bangladesh and Public Health
Physician

e Dr Rumana Huque, Professor of Economics, Dhaka
University and Executive Director, ARK Foundation

e DrA M Zakir Hussain, Independent Consultant and
Honorary CEO of Social Sector Management
Foundation(SSMF)

e Dr Md. Khairul Islam, Regional Director, WaterAid
Bangladesh

e Dr Sayeedur Rahman Khasru, Professor of
Pharmacology in the Premier Medical Institution of
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Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University

e Dr Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean, Professor and
Director of CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH

e Dr Ubaidur Rob, Senior Associate and Director
of the Population Council’s office in Bangladesh

BHW began with the publication of a series of reports;
the BHW Reports, which identified the most critical
challenges to the health sector at particular points of
time and published insightful situation analyses leading
to practical recommendations, based on evidence from
existing secondary resources and primary research.
BHW is also engaged to gather evidence through
regular research for evidence-based advocacy on
topical issues to improve the situation related to quality
of care, accountability and equity. BHW is poised to
form Regional Chapter at district level which acts as a
citizens’ platform to hold government (and other actors)
accountable for their major health sector commitments
in their catchment areas.

BANGLADESH
HEALTH WATCH

Humanitarisn Crisls in Fobingya Camps.

A Health Perspective
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In February 2020, BHW published "Humanitarian Crisis requirement against the actual amount of funding

in Rohingya Camps: A Health Perspective" A BHW obtained during 2018 and in 2019, and the major
Report 2018-2019. The report included a background partners/implementation organisations who mobilised
on the resource mobilisation and financing the the funding during the period, resource requirements
humanitarian crisis, the need assessment for resource for the future and its fiscal implications.

mobilisation, the level and estimated amount of funding
requirement against the actual amount of funding

PREVIOUS REPORTS

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

' The State of Health in Bangladesh 2006:
Challenges of Achieving Equity in Health
(Published in 2007)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

. The State of Health in Bangladesh 2007:
Health Workforce in Bangladesh: Who
Constitutes the Healthcare System?
(Published in 2008)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

' Bangladesh Health Watch Report 2009:
How Healthy is Health Sector
Governance (Published in 2010)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

Bangladesh Health Watch Report 2011:
Moving Towards Universal Health
Coverage (Published in 2012)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

' Bangladesh Health Watch Report 2014:
Urban Health Scenario: Looking Beyond
2015 (Published in 2015)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

' Bangladesh Health Watch Report 2016:
Non-Communicable Diseases in
Bangladesh: Current Scenario and
Future Directions (Published in 2017)

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

BHW is actively engaged in hosting series of webinars where representatives of BRAC JPGSPH have participated.

Please go to page 265 for the list of webinars hosted by BHW.
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At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, BHW in Line Health Workers. As part of advocacy, two research
collaboration with BRAC JPGSPH, conducted two reports were prepared and disseminated.
research studies on the effects of COVID-19 on Front

Re-visiting the Front-Line health Workers’ (FLWs) attending suspected or confirmed COVID-19
patients in Bangladesh: how far the situation improved in a month since the last survey.

il : 4 ; Scan the QR code to
F i 2P o ? access the full report
I-RESEAR __F_f.EPElRT

Front Line health Workers' (FLWs) perceptions
and opinions on their personal safety while attending suspected or confirmed
COVID-19 patients in Bangladesh

Front Line Health Workers’ (FLWs) perceptions and opinions on their personal safety while attending suspected
or confirmed COVID-19 patients in Bangladesh

Scan the QR code to
access the full report

Re-visiting the Front Line health Workers’ (FLWs)
attending suspected or confirmed COVID-19
patients in Bangladesh: how far has the situation
improved in a month since the last survey?

To learn more about BHW, please visit: www.bangladeshhealthwatch.org
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ADVOCACY TO INFLUENCE PROGRAMMES

AND POLICIES IN 2019

To advocate for change in policies and working closely with stakeholders to push agendas that are of critical
national and global importance, 17 advocacy-based events through multi-stakeholder engagements took place in

2019.
JANUARY 2019
CAPACITY BUILDING IN HIGHER

EDUCATION: EUROPEAN UNION FUNDED
ERASMUS+ PROJECT ‘TRANS4M-PH’

BRAC JPGSPH in collaboration with local partner
organisations formally inaugurated the European Union
funded “Transformative Competency-Based Public
Health Education for Professional Employability in
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Bangladesh’s Health Sector (TRANS4M-PH)” Project on
24 January, 2019. BRAC JPGSPH; International Centre
for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD),
Independent University Bangladesh (IUB) and Asian
University for Women (AUW) have been awarded the
European Union’s 2018 ERASMUS+ Capacity Building
in Higher Education Grant of 995,000 Euros.

Led by BRAC JPGSPH, the pioneering tripartite

institutional partnership has collaboratively
implemented the three-year TRANS4M-PH Project,
starting from 2019, till 2021. BRAC JPGSPH, IUB and
AUW has designed and offered indigenous
competency-based Public Health (PH) curricula which
ensures professional skills development and
strategically addresses the chronic skilled workforce
shortage in Bangladesh’s health sector. The University
of Maastricht (UM), Netherlands and Institute of
Development Studies (IDS), University of Sussex, UK
has collaborated as the Project’s Technical Partners.

Mario Ronconi, Minister Counselor and Head of Unit-

Head of Cooperation, Delegation of the European
Union was the Special Guest of the event.
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FEBRUARY 2019

SHARING EVIDENCE OF “PSYCHODRAMA
AS TRANSFORMATIVE INTERVENTION IN
SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH (SRH) OF
YOUNG MEN IN URBAN SLUMS OF
DHAKA: PROOF OF A NOVEL APPROACH”

The School organised a dissemination event on the
project tilted “Psychodrama as Transformative
Intervention in SRH of Young Men in Urban Slums of
Dhaka” on 25 February, 2019. The aim of the project
was to explore the existing sexual practices and risky
behaviours of urban young adult men and measure the
effectiveness of psychodrama and sociodrama as a
transformative intervention to change attitudes
associated with traditional gender norms and beliefs.

C wRACHE:
:

DISSEMINATION EVENT
RANSFORMATIVE INTERVENTION IN
MEN IN URBAN SLUM IN DHAKA:
'PROOF OF A nr:m.momn
ARY 2019 S%C INN AUD
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Funded by the the Dutch Research Council
(NWO-WOTRO Science for Global Development
Program), a Netherlands based funding agency, and was
implemented under the Centre of Excellence for Science
of Implementation and Scale-Up (CoE-SISU) of BRAC
JPGSPH.

Asaduzzaman Noor, Honourable Member of Parliament
and former Minister of the Cultural Affairs, Government
of Bangladesh, was present at the event as the Chief
Guest.
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MARCH 2019

LAUNCHING OF SHORT DOCUMENTARY:
“NARRATIVES OF SINGLE WORKING
WOMEN IN DHAKA CITY”

On March 4, 2019 the first screening of “Narratives of
Single Working Women in Dhaka City”, a short
documentary produced by CGSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH
based on the research findings of a Share-Net
International funded project, took place at BRAC Inn
Auditorium. It was also screened at Dhaka Lit Fest on
November, 2019.

The video aimed to help professionals and laypersons to
consider the perspective of single working women and
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acknowledge the challenges they face to make more
inclusive and effective public health policies and
programmes. Health professionals and development
programmers are encouraged to use this video to facilitate
discussions around sex, sexuality, gender roles, societal
pressures and more among target audiences including
other development workers, working on issues of SRHR
and even university students.

To watch the full documentary,
Scan the QR code or please visit:
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APRIL 2019

OFFICIAL LAUNCHING OF THE CENTRE National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD),
FOR NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES BRAC JPGSPH; Bangladesh Institute of Research and

AND NUTRITION (CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH Rehabilitation for Diabetes, Endocrine and Metabolic
Disorders (BIRDEM); BRAC; and Bangladesh University

of Health Science (BUHS). CNCDN is funded by
National Institute of Health Research, UK and
) . . supported by Global Health Research Unit (GHRU) and
Non-Communicable Diseases and Nutrition (CNCDN)’ Imperial Coll London. UK. Th tati ¢

) perial College London, UK. The representatives from
at the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia o founding partner organisation officially launched the
and the Pacific (CIRDAP). The Centre was established in  centre by signing the memorandum of understanding.
December 2017 at BRAC JPGSPH in collaboration with
Non-Communicable Disease Control Programme

(NCDC), Directorate General of Health Service (DGHS);

On 3 April, 2019 BRAC JPGSPH organised the formal
launching ceremony of the ‘Centre for

LAUNCHING OF

LAUNCHING OF o

ON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND NUTRITION (CNCDN), & -

"-I\\‘_EDNESDA?, APRIL 3, 2019 | 9:30AM - 2:00PM | CIRDAP AUDITORILM

Founding partners Supparied by Fuanded iy
T . NIHR, UK A5
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SECOND NATIONAL POLICY ROUNDTABLE
DISCUSSION ON ADOLESCENT
NUTRITION

On 8 April, 2019 the Centre for Non-Communicable
Diseases and Nutrition (CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH and
partners hosted the second National Policy Roundtable
Discussion on Adolescent Nutrition at Dhaka, as an
initiative to address the second window of opportunity
for adolescent growth and development. This was the
last of a series of activities, since its initiation in 2017,
to ensure prioritisation of the issues of adolescent

JONAL POLICY ROUNDTABLE !

SHARING EVIDENCE ON PATHWAYS OF
ANTIBIOTIC USE IN BANGLADESH: THE
PAUSE STUDY

Pathways of Antibiotic Use in Bangladesh: The PAUSE
Study worked on the scenario of Antimicrobial

Resistance in Bangladesh. It was conducted by icddr,b in

collaboration with Loughborough University, Durham
University, and the University of Bristol, United
Kingdom.

The School’s representatives joined as panelist in the
dissemination workshop on 10 April, 2019. The study
identified important behaviours around antibiotic use:
where people go for antibiotics, what illnesses they
seek antibiotics for, and their understanding of how
antibiotics work.

226

nutrition into the health and nutrition policy of
Bangladesh.

Professor Shamsul Alam, Senior Secretary, General
Economics Division, Planning Commission was the Chair
and Dr Md Shah Nawaz, Director General, Bangladesh
National Nutrition Council (BNNC) Co-Chaired the
roundtable. Md Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Coordinator,
SDG Affairs, Prime Minister’s Office was the Chief
Guest. Representatives from ministries, directorates, UN
agencies, INGOs and academia participated in the
roundtable.

SION ON ADOLESCENT N

-F' iAUE'IU t

iTiof

i

Dissemination Meeting
Pathways of antibiotic use in Bangladesh : The PAUSE study

April 10, 2019
Sasakawa Auditorium, icddr,b - Mohakhali, Dhaka
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DISSEMINATION SEMINAR: HEALTH CARE
FOR FORCIBLY DISPLACED MYANMAR
NATIONALS (FDMNS) - ACCESS,
BEHAVIOUR AND THE CHALLENGES

On 15 April, 2019 a dissemination event was arranged
on sharing the evidences from two research studies
titled “Health Care and Health-seeking behaviour
among Rohingya Refugees in Cox’s Bazar” and
“Situation Analysis for Delivering Integrated
Comprehensive Sexual and Reproductive Services for
Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh”, funded
by the World Health Organization (WHO).

BRAC JPGSPH participated in a panel discussion

after the presentations, where they emphasised on the
need to focus on infectious diseases and mental health.
They recommended a sustainable plan from the
government and donors to implement long term health
services with respect to the need of the population. The
Chief Guest for the event was Mr Mohammed Abul
Kalam, Commissioner of the Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commission (RRRC); with Special Guest Dr
Mohammad Abdul Matin, Civil Surgeon at the,
Directorate General of Health Service (DGHS), Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW).

Qbrac
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Dissemination Seminar on
Health Care for FDVINs -Access, )
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ADDRESSING GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
IN BANGLADESH THROUGH
STRENGTHENING VOICES AND
CAPACITIES

Within April 2019 to September 2020, BRAC JPGSPH
and Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST)
organised four planned skill development courses on
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) and
Law funded by Creating Resources for Empowerment in
Action (CREA). 16 participants joined the four-day
courses which included BLAST Panel Lawyers, District
Project Officers, and Paralegals from eight districts
across Bangladesh.

L LT

PLAGSHIP S i1t

SEXUAL & REFRODUCTIV
HEALTH & RIGHTS (SRHA) AND LAW

AN ALY 3008 | B000 gm - 500 pm
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Also, there were sessions on struggles and challenges of
Hijra community where a transgender and activist,
Shova Saker shared her experience with the
participants. Other sessions included, Diversity and
Sexuality, Domestic Violence and Masculinity,
Understanding Bangladesh Legal Framework to SRHR,
Laws and Procedure on Rape, Sexual Harassment and
Child Sexual Abuse and Issues of Choice and Consent
Within the Context of Sexual Assault.
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SHARING EVIDENCE: NATIONWIDE STUDY
OF SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
AND RIGHTS (SRHR) OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES (PWDS) IN BANGLADESH

Stakeholder Workshop, April 2019
Two separate workshops were organised to identify

priority areas for sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
research, SRH intervention and policy advocacy for

Journalist Orientation Workshop, October 2019

The School arranged a workshop for selected
journalists from the leading Bangla and English
newspaper and print media houses of the country,
including Prothom Alo, New Age, Shomokal, Bhorer
Kagoj, Naya Diganta, and Dhaka Tribune. The sessions
were geared towards sensitising journalists and
emphasising on the importance of Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) of PWDs in the
country.

First Advisory Committee Meeting, October 2019

An advisory committee meeting was conducted as the
advisory panel consisted of renowned development,
health, and policy experts from Non-Communicable
Diseases Control under Directorate General of Health
Services; Disability Detection Survey Programme,

BIENNIAL REPORT 2019 & 2020 | ADVOCACY

persons with disabilities in Bangladesh. The first
brainstorming workshop took place on 23 April, 2019
engaging government officials, academics from
Department of Women and Gender Studies, University
of Dhaka (DU), and BRAC Institute of Educational
Development (BRAC IED). On 25 April, 2019 the
second brainstorming workshop engaged participants
from different Non-Government Organisations (NGOs)
and Disabled Peoples’ Organisations (DPOs).

practicing inn
public heaith

«WHD Bulletin, 2
" =

=yt
3

Department of Social Services; Advocacy for Social
Change, Technology, Partnership Strengthening Unit of
BRAC; Directorate General of Family Planning; Sussex
Community NHS Foundation Trust, UK; DFID
Bangladesh and from College of Public Health and
Health Informatics, Qassim University.

During the meeting, the BRAC JPGSPH research team
presented the preliminary research findings of the
quantitative survey, intervention mapping and policy
landscape with the committee for paving the future
steps for the project and to impact the policy dialogues
with the Government. The project has been funded by
the Embassy of the Royal Kingdom of Netherlands and
with partnership with the Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), Government of the Peoples

Republic of Bangladesh.
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DISSEMINATIONS WORKSHOPS ON
IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH: HEALTH
SYSTEM STRENGTHENING IN UNICEF
SUPPORTED AREAS UNDER COX’S BAZAR,
BANGLADESH

BRAC JPGPSH organised two dissemination workshops
with key stakeholders in national and district level for
the uptake of actionable strategies and options to
improve MNCH programme implementation for the
Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMNSs). The
district level dissemination workshop took place in
Cox’s Bazar on 29 October 2019. The main objective of
the workshop was to disseminate the findings of the
implementation research with donors, key

Jam EUFMTATHON RISEARCH PEICRITIES FOR MATERMAL, NPWBORD

ALTH ROGRANG [N COXCS BAZAR. BANGLADESH

B
=

policy-makers and programme implementers working
for the FDMNSs.

On November 2019, another dissemination and
advocacy seminar was held at the School with national
level policy makers and participants from multiple
organisations. The workshops resulted in the
dissemination of results from Phase-2 of the
Implementation Research (IR) initiative on MNCH
programmes for (FDMN) in Cox’s Bazar and agreement
on future course of action based on the
recommendations received from the findings.

The project was funded by UNICEF New York and
partnered with UNICEF Bangladesh.
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NOVEMBER 2019

ACTIVE STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT:
SECOND INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
ON COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS

The second International Symposium on Community
Health Workers (CHWSs) was held from from 22,
November to 24, November, 2019 in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. The symposium was organised by icddr,b in
collaboration with BRAC JPGSPH, Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS), Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Bangladesh; and Save the Children,
Bangladesh. Other partners of the symposium were
USAID, European Union, UKAID, Management Sciences
for Health (MSH), UNICEF, BRAC, UNFPA, WHO, and
Vital Strategies.

The symposium facilitated better strategic pathways for
developing community-based programmes to prevent
and control non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in the
context of universal health coverage (UHC) and
sustainable development goals (SDGs).

Dr Ahmed Mushtaque Raza Chowdhury, Adviser and
Founding Dean of BRAC JPGSPH, and the former Vice
Chair of BRAC, delivered one of the keynote speeches.
Professor Syed Masud Ahmed, Director of
CoE-HS&UHC, BRAC JPGSPH chaired two parallel
sessions at the symposium. Dr Nahitun Naher, Senior
Research Fellow, BRAC JPGSPH made an oral

presentation, titled, "Learning from Community Health
Workers (CHWs) Driven Programmes in Different
Contexts in Bangladesh: A Scoping Review". The sesion
was chaired by Dr Kaosar Afsana, Professor, BRAC
JPGSPH and moderated by Shahed Hossain, Professor,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Dr Afsana also moderated a panel discussion on
‘BRAC’s Community Health Workers and Impact on
Public Health’ at the symposium. Dr Selina Amin,
Project Director Diploma in Midwifery Project (DMP);
and Head, Midwifery Education Programme; and Dr
Sharmina Rahman, Strategic Advisor, DMP; participated
in a panel discussion, titled ‘Midwives as a part of
Health Workforce’, which was moderated by Dr Afsana.
Dr Amin gave a presentation on "Midwife as
Community Health Worker" and Dr Rahman gave a
presentation on ‘Midwife Led Care Centres, Importance
for Skills Building’ at the panel discussion. DMP also
showcased its overall project activities at the CHW
Symposium 2019.

On Day Two, a parallel session titled "CHWSs and
Universal Health Care" was co-chaired by Professor
Zahidul Quayyum, Director of Research and
Co-Director of CUEH, BRAC JPGSPH and Dr Md.
Khalequzzaman Associate Professor, Department of
Public Health and Informatics, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University Hospital (BSMMU),
Bangladesh.

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
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DECEMBER 2019

SHARING FINDINGS FROM EARLY CHILD issues of child marriage and Sexual and Reproductive
MARRIAGE Health and Rights (SRHR) both in Bangladesh and the
region. Additionally, a book titled “Lives of Adolescent
Girls in Urban Slums” based on the research findings
was launched at the event.

The Centre of Excellence GSRHR, BRAC JPGSPH
organised a knowledge dissemination event on
December 1, 2019 for the Prevention of Early Child

Marriage in Urban Slums of Bangladesh project funded A mobile app in Bangla for android devices featuring

by International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)

Canada. The study aimed to understand the factors that information for young people funded by the Dutch

shape early marriage among adolescent girls in urban Research Council (NWO-WOTRO) (Netherlands) was
slums and to review programmes and policies in relation launched in the presence of Special Guest Jeroen

to early marriage in Bangladesh. Steeghs, Deputy Head of Mission and Head of
Economic Affairs and Development Cooperation,

The research findings from the three-year-long project )
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

were shared with multiple stakeholders working on

Relationships and Sexuality
in Urban Adolescents’ Lives

December 1, 2019
Six Seasons Hotel, Dhaka, Bangladesh

._ ' W l '“ Findings

\aﬂ

3& IDRC | CRDI
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ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT AND SHARING Four poster competitions with a selected group of

EVIDENCE: PROMOTING RIGHTS students from public universities and a national film
THROUGH INCLUSION AND competition with both public and private universities
EMPOWERMENT (PRITIE) was organised. The selected group of students also

received training and awareness around the laws and
BRAC JPGSPH and Bangladesh Legal Aid And Services issues of SRHR which equipped them to engage in

Trust (BLAST) organised 12 discussion sessions on these advocacy initiatives and create a peer learning
issues related to SRHR and Law with students of six platform. The film competition videos were later shared
public and private universities across Bangladesh. The on social media platforms and used by BRAC JPGSPH
sessions provided simple trainings on SRHR topics, and BLAST as resource materials and displayed during
hosted film screenings on various issues around sexual various events.

and reproductive rights, sexual harassment, etc. These

active engagements aimed to create a pool of young The project was funded by Swedish Associate for
people with knowledge, awareness and understanding Sexuality Education (RFSU).

of SRHR, consent and choice.

CCESSIBIUN 0wz |y

> PHYSIAL |

AFFORDABILITY
THFORMATION

BIENNIAL REPORT 2019 & 2020 | ADVOCACY 233



234

PUBLICATIONS 2019

In 2019 researchers, academics, students and staff of the School have actively written articles focusing on
socio-economic perspectives of the pandemic for publication in newspapers and blogs. A total of 36 Blogs and
News articles have been published on different public health issues in 2019.

' BLOGS

e ‘“lcchedana”: New Innovations in Entertainment
Education in Bangladesh
Author(s): Monidipa Saha
Published: 16 January, 2019 in BRAC JPGSPH Blog

® Virtual Love and Friendship: In the Case of Bangladesh

Author(s): Sairana Ahsan
Published: 6 March, 2019 in BRAC JPGSPH Blog

' MAINSTREAM MEDIA PUBLICATIONS

JANUARY 2019

Learning to Trust “Doctor Apas” and the
Midwifery Approach at the Community Level
Author(s): Ishrat Jahan

Published: 14 February, 2019 in

BRAC JPGSPH Blog

e EU awards Erasmus grant to three universities
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 26 January, 2019 in The Daily Star

® BRACJPGSPH, ICCCAD-IUB and AUW jointly
awarded US$1 million EU grant for capacity
building in higher education
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 25 January, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

FEBRUARY 2019

30 1Y TeAld (A NS (St 41 176 Foiviz
v 4f6S$1I

(3 organisations including BRAC JPGSPH
received 1 million dollar grant)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 25 January, 2019 in Jugantor

o TFIMA e GBI @Y NFHIGAT
('Psychodrama’ to prevent unsafe sexual behaviour in
young people)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 19 February, 2019 in Palabadal

o IfBA vu TIst TF AT @I IS Tola
(33% of slum youth engage in unprotected sex)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 26 February, 2019 in Samakal

o BoAG!-3 THFITAS STl (AT T IS Al

(Only awareness can keep young people away from vulgarity)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Broadcast: 25 February, 2020 in Ekushey TV Online

Psychodrama can change youths’ sexual
behaviour: Study

Authors(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 25 February, 2019 in The Financial
Express

Psychodrama could be used to bring positive
changes

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 26 February, 2019 in New Age
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MARCH 2019

® Psychodrama Stressed for Protecting Youths
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 1 March, 2019 in The Daily Sun

® Meet Nutrition Demand of Adolescents
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 9 April, 2019 in The Daily Star

BRAC University Introduces ‘Psycho Drama’
for the Youth

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 1 March, 2019 in Dhaka Tribune

APRIL 2019

o fFriAma Tohol F, Fo! @
(Less height, more obesity in young adolescent
girls)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 9 April, 2019 in The Daily Star

® Dissemination Seminar on Health Care for

FDMNs - Access, Behaviour and the Challenges

Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 18 April, 2019 in Dhaka Tribune

Qv Mot @5t AT o519 @R

(78 percent of Rohingya women give birth at home)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 20 April, 2019 in Prothom Alo

MAY 2019

® Talk Show on Midwifery Ajker Bangladesh
Independent Television
Broadcast: 13 May, 2019 by Independent TV

o HIYd NIABIS 77T 932 faseuis
(Maternal mental health and midwife)
Author(s): Rubina Jahan
Published: 5 May, 2019 in Bdnews24

JUNE 2019

Talk Show on Midwifery Day at Deepto TV
BRAC University
Broadcast: 21 May, 2019 in Deepto TV

The Invisible lliness of Life: Women'’s health
Narratives in a Dhaka Informal Settlement
Authors(s): Dr Sabina Faiz Rashid and Mikhail I.
Islam

Published: 29 May, 2019 in London School of
Economics Website

® Ashfique Rizwan appeared for a Live Interview at 'Shubho Shokal Bangladesh’

Published: 11 June, 2019 in News 24

AUGUST 2019

o 935N I 3 (3 RFA: (iifdre e Fifaad afcsol 7 Aid firtidt

(Aedes Mosquito and Dengue Control: Experiences from Polio Eradication can guide us)

Authors(s): Bushra Zarin Islam
Published: 4 August, 2019 in Bdnews24
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SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

NOVEMBER 2019

DECEMBER 2019

o 5T T | ooy sieansd

(Urban Health | Victory Dialogue)
Broadcast: 25 September, 2019 in Bijoy TV

@A™ SIS AEL ST g S

(Anthropologists need more opportunities to work)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 30 October, 2019 in Ittefaq

®  JIXAIMTH STt - fIevg s1eetst aa
(Research in Bangladesh - Victory Dialogue 77)
Author(s): Bijoy TV
Broadcast: 30 October, 2019 in Bijoy TV

® (T34 ©lizdn 3 bId WP JIHIFTA

( Zahin Ahmed and four decades of rural
development)

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 6 November, 2019 in Bdnews24

* g SAGH ATHIg Grgst
(Our achievements, Our concerns)
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 8 November, 2019 in Prothom Alo

JS, Sltam ©i2 @ Sify

( BRAC, Abed Bhai and 1)

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 31 December, 2019 in Bonik Barta

Professor Mushtaque Chowdhury made Adviser
to FAO

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 14 December, 2019 in Dhaka Tribune

Promoting a Broader Understanding of SRHR
Author(s): Maisha Islam Monamee
Published: 27 December, in The Daily Star

No Easy Solutions for Urban Informal Settlements:
Bangladesh Stakeholder Workshop

Author(s): Wafa Alam, Tasnuva Wahed and Bachera Aktar

Published: 18 December, 2019 in ARISE Website

®  Tim Si2: SIFAfed 67 FAAFA

(Abed Bhai: Some recent conversations)
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 23 December, 2019 in Prothom Alo

® IfBre Iz vi%

(Child marriage rate 82% in slums)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 9 December, 2019 in Prothom Alo

® Harassment in Informal Settlements in Dhaka

Author(s): Wafa Alam, Shafinaz Sobhan and
Bachera Aktar
Published: 3 December, 2019 in ARISE Website
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ADVOCACY TO INFLUENCE PROGRAMMES AND POLICIES 2020

The School actively initiated events to acknowledge the
public health emergency, COVID-19. The public health

emergency related to the virus has led active
aggregating and sharing of useful resource materials

locally and globally to a wider audience, including BRAC

university, health organisations, key stakeholders,

partners, and networks which include seminars, online
dissemination events, policy dialogues, internal blogs,
articles published in newspapers, social media
campaigns, sharing daily COVID-19 updates, etc. from
February 2020.

EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS: COVID-19 RELATED

FEBRUARY 2020

SOCIAL MEDIATO SPREAD AWARENESS
ON COVID-19

Early March 2020 onwards, BRAC JPGSPH has been
using its social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, Instagram and Medium to spread awareness
by disseminating information on the awareness of

5 Key Messages to kick out coronavirus:
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COVID-19. The information is being shared both in
Bengali and English and covers a range of topics
including, Common Symptoms, Modes of Transmission,
Prevention, Protection, and Preparedness, Quarantine
Protocols, and Hotline numbers.

How to wash hands Properly?:
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Ways to Prevent the Coronavirus: Avoid the 3 C’s:

Important notice for preventing COVID-19 outbreaks.

Ways to Prevent

Coronavirus Infection Avoid the “Three Cs”!

1. l}lﬂse Sllﬂ[:ﬂs with poor ventilation.
2. (:I‘IIIIIIIEII I!]HBBS with many people nearby.
3. Close-contact Settings Such a3 ciose-range

Symptoms of Coronavirus (COVID-19) i e ul=|

Feves, Masdaehs, Dry cough, Patigas, Diificalty in Braarsing . Eﬁﬂlf ﬁ- .,
e" "'9 i# sj?%if A 4

Ono of the key measures against COVID-19 is fo prevent occurmence of cluslors.
Keep hese "Three T from overiappng in daily e

The risk of occurrence of
clusters is particularly high

when the “Three Cs" overlapl!

JULY 2020

BRAC JPGSPH JOINS GENDER & COVID-19  The global team includes researchers from the US,

Bangladesh, Brazil, Democratic Republic of Congo,

BRAC JPGSPH and a global team joined in a Canada, Kenya, Nigeria, UK, Hong Kong and Australia
groundbreaking project titled Gender & COVID-19, who helped widen their analysis of gendered risks and
conducting real time gender analysis to identify and impacts of the pandemic on health, social and
document the gendered dynamics of COVID-19 and economic welfare.

gaps in preparedness and response. This was made

possible through a $1.6 million USD grant from the Bill ~ Further information on:

and Melinda Gates Foundation. https:/www.genderandCOVID-19.org/

R

GENDER &
COVID-19
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EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS: NON-COVID

JANUARY 2020

SHARING EVIDENCE: RIGHT HERE RIGHT
NOW (RHRN)

In 2019 under the project Right Here Right Now
(RHRN) the School developed two separate videos
through evidence-based research by following a real
story-line in collaboration with the targeted community
and stakeholders.

The first video titled “Experts’ Opinion on
Comprehensive Sexual Education (CSE)” in the
government’s school curriculum. ‘Untold Story’, is the
second animation video which presented two different
stories of two transgender children.

Funded by Rutgers and partnered with BRAC

Education Programme; Reproductive Health Services
Training and Education Program (RHSTEP); Bandhu

Scan the QR Code for more information

MARCH 2020

SHARING EVIDENCE: VIDEO
DOCUMENTARY ON KALIGANJ BIRTH
AND DEATH REGISTRATION
IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH

A video documentary on Kaliganj birth and death
registrations implementation research was screened at
the validation workshop, on March 2020 based on the
study report of Kaliganj model assessment on birth
registration organised by the Cabinet Division of the
Government of Bangladesh. The documentary was
made on the Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
(CRVS) project in Kaliganj, Gazipur in 2019 by
CoE-SISU, BRAC JPGSPH. The objective of the video
was to show the implementation process of the birth
and death registration in Kaliganj which is known as the
Kaliganj Model. Interviews of relevant stakeholders
were taken to better understand the process from the
birth of a child to the receiving of the birth certificate.

The project was funded by UNICEF Bangladesh.
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Social Welfare Society (Bandhu); Naripokkho;
Socio-Economic Rural Advancement Committee
(SERAC)-Bangladesh; Family Planning Association of
Bangladesh (FPAB); Oboyob; Bangladesh Legal Aid And
Services Trust (Blast); United for Body Rights (UBR)
Alliance; Bangladesh Mahila Parishad; Dance4Life;
Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for
Women (ARROW) and Humanist Institute for
Development Cooperation (Hivos).
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APRIL 2020

MEDICAL TREATMENT LOAN & MEDICAL
TREATMENT LOAN PLUS (MTL & MTL+)

A video documentary was created on the Medical
Treatment Loan and Medical Treatment Loan Plus (MTL
& MTL+) programme that is available through BRAC.
The documentary was part of the research project
titled, “Assessing BRAC's Innovative Health Loans in
Protecting the Poor against Health and Asset
Vulnerability in Bangladesh”.

The objective of the video was to show how the MTL
programme functions and how BRAC has incorporated
the research findings by BRAC JPGSPH into their
programme MTL+.

_Sha meran Abed

SEPTEMBER 2020

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES: FELLOWSHIP
GRANTS OFFERED BY BRAC JPGSPH

CGSRHR at BRAC JPGSPH, and BLAST jointly provided
13 fellowship grant opportunities for junior and
mid-level individuals and organisations from Bangladesh
to develop advocacy material around preventing Gender
Based Violence (GBV), funded by Creating Resources
for Empowerment in Action (CREA). The initiative was
targeted to empower early and mid-career researchers,
development professionals, legal practitioners, artists
and human rights activists focusing on gender and
SRHR rights issues.

Different advocacy materials such as documentaries,
fiction drama, comic strips, photo narratives, blogs,
digital puppet shows, short stories have been
developed by the fellows on issues, such as rape
culture, realities of transgender and intersex
communities, medial representation of gender-based
violence etc.
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OCTOBER 2020

POLICY DIALOGUE WORKSHOPS:
NATIONWIDE STUDY OF SEXUAL AND
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS
(SRHR) OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
(PWDS) IN BANGLADESH

Inclusive Health Services for PWDs in Bangladesh,
October 2020

On October 27, BRAC JPGSPH organised a Policy
Dialogue Workshop on Inclusive Health Services for
Persons with Disabilities in Bangladesh under the
“Nationwide Study of Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) in
Bangladesh”, funded by the Embassy of the Royal
Kingdom of Netherlands.

Professor Dr Mohammod Golam Rabbani, Chairperson,
Neuro-Developmental Protibondhi Shurakkha Trustee
Board, Ministry of Social Welfare, Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh attended the policy

Scan the
QR Code
for more
information

NOVEMBER 2020

POLICY DIALOGUE WORKSHOP:
“PROMOTING SEXUAL AND
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS OF
MALE YOUTHS (15-24 YEARS) IN
BANGLADESH: CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES”

BRAC JPGSPH organised the online Policy Dialogue
Workshop titled “Promoting Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights of Male Youths (15-24 years) in
Bangladesh: Challenges and Opportunities” to share
and discuss their research findings from the study,
“Male Youths and their Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Rights (SRHR) in Bangladesh: A Mixed-Methods
Nationwide Study”. This research was funded by the
Embassy of The Royal Kingdom of the Netherlands.

The discussion ended with a conclusion that addressing
male SRHR needs to be included in the national policy
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dialogue as Chief Guest. Paula Schindeler, Deputy
Head of Mission/Head of Development Cooperation,
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in
Bangladesh attended the event as a Special Guest.

Promoting SRHR of PWDs in Bangladesh in the Context
of SDGs and UNCRPD

On 23 November, the School organised a Policy
Dialogue Workshop on “Promoting SRHR of persons
with disabilities in Bangladesh in the context of SDGs
and UNCRPD".

Zuena Aziz, Senior Secretary and Principal Coordinator,
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Affairs, Prime
Minister’s Office, Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh was the Chief Guest at the event.

Dr Veronika Flegar, First Secretary Human Rights,
Humanitarian Affairs and Gender, Embassy of the
Kingdom of Netherlands in Bangladesh was the Special
Guest at the event.

Scan the
QR Code
for more
information

with utmost importance and immediate action which
will be mediated not only by the government officials
and NGO workers but also with the active participation
of the community people.

Scan the QR Code
for more information
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS

In addition, the School was dedicated to spreading public health awareness, including gender, sexual and
reproductive health and mental health issues. To target a much wider population, BRAC JPGSPH constantly ran

social media campaigns on different platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Linked In, Instagram etc.

WOMEN'’S DAY 2020

On International Women's Day the School executed two
social media campaigns from 29 February, 2020 till 10

March, 2020.

e The first campaign focused on debunking some widely
believed misconceptions regarding women, gender
roles and sexuality. Based on the findings of multiple
studies on SRHR conducted by CGSRHR, BRAC

JPGSPH.

e The second campaign celebrated diversity. The School
gathered quotes from MPH Students and staff of
BRAC JPGSPH from different nations on their versions

of a gender equal world.

Scan the QR Code
for more information

e |n addition to a 10 Day campaign, the School also

prepared a video.

Scan the QR Code
for more information

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM

In solidarity with the global 16
Days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence which
is used as an organising
strategy by individuals and
organisations around the world
to call for the prevention and
elimination of violence against
women and girls, CGSRHR,
BRAC JPGSPH launched a
social media campaign to
celebrate this noble cause with
a view to spread awareness,
capacity building and advocacy
for change.
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PUBLICATIONS 2020

As part of the research, each year, many peer-reviewed articles, co-authored by our researchers, were published in
reputed international and national journals. In 2020, a total of 80 peer-reviewed articles and international book
chapters co-authored by staff at the School, including papers on COVID-19, were published in international

journals.

' COVID-19 RELATED BLOGS

MARCH 2020

® Pandora’s box- what will remain?
Author(s): Dr Farzana A. Misha
Published: 26 March, 2020

® The early German response to SARS-CoV-2:
Perspectives from a guinea-pig patient
Author(s): Astrid Berner-Rodoreda
Published: 27 March, 2020

® Self-isolation and Realizations
Author(s): Nahela Nowshin
Published: 29 March, 2020

® |s History Repeating Itself!
Author(s): Kuhel Faizul Islam
Published: 30 March, 2020

APRIL 2020

PRI SRANT FSNIATT F6b! FF6 LA SASITHI
AIqta?

(To what extent are Bangladeshis prepared health wise to
combat the coronavirus infection)

Author(s): Dr Fouzia Khanam and Abdul Jabbar Topu
Published: 30 March, 2020

@I (SIAFGA: Sifews! (AT ‘(M STTFEBE 2
319 sig

(Quarantine at home: The story of leveraging personal
experiences in becoming a professional healthcare worker)
Author(s): Saima Akhtar

Published: 31 March, 2020

PIFIFIO12A TS A 3 TAFIIEA AR
(Life in Quarantine: Observe light and dark)
Author(s): Mohammed Imran Hossain
Published: 31 March, 2020

® Social Distance is a Privilege: Let’s Be
Empathetic and Supportive
Author(s): Dr Mrittika Barua
Published: 4 April 2020

® Pandemic in the face of parental obstinacy
Author(s): Farzana Manzoor
Published: 8 April, 2020

®  Winning the corona war and more
Author(s): The Health Watch Group
Published: 12 April, 2020
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Quarantine vs. coronavirus: A Story of
Survival

Author(s): Malika Tamim

Published: 15 April, 2020

Every Cloud has a Silver lining
Author(s): Abdul Jabbar Topu
Published: 19 April, 2020

New Normal
Author(s): Taslima Akhtar
Published: 22 April, 2020
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MAY 2020

® Maternity care amid COVID-19 outbreak: Story of ® COVID-19 and the missing data conundrum

midwives in a remote Union Health Centre Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury and
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury, Dr Selina Dr Farzana A. Misha
Amin, Bilkis Ara and ATM Nayeem Published: 9 May, 2020

Published: 8 May, 2020

® Making best of COVID-19: Pushing online learning ~® #BGIGA, q8J0l, fHifderot 3 FadT:

in higher education in Bangladesh A @dfiso

Author:(s) Dr Mohammed Shahidullah and (Lockdown, reality, incoherenc and the needful:
Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury Bangladesh’s Perspective)

Published: 8 May, 2020 Author(s): Abdul Jabbar Topu

Published: 13 May, 2020

JUNE 2020

® “We are trapped”- The unwritten stories of diversified occupations
Authors(s): A.S.M Nadim
Published: 7 June, 2020

JULY 2020

® Protect me with PPE gears and | will protect the innocent lives
Author(s): Dr Zarin Tasnim
Published: 26 July, 2020

' COVID-19 RELATED MAINSTREAM MEDIA PUBLICATIONS

FEBRUARY 2020
® Coronavirus: People need to free themselves of ® BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health
fear and take necessary measures hosts seminar on Coronavirus outbreak
Author(s): Saudia Afrin Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 19 February, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune Published: 20 February, 2020 in Kaler Kantho
MARCH 2020
® Pandora’s box- what will remain? * (@IY @FITE0A: Slifesot (A ‘(SHIwmlg’
Author(s): Dr Farzana A. Misha SISl 2 3319 sig
Published: 25 March, 2020 in Kaler Kantho (Quarantine at home: The story of leveraging
personal experiences in becoming a professional
healthcare worker)

Author(s): Saima Akhtar
Published: 30 March, 2020 in Bdnews24.com
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APRIL 2020

® Homebound: The first eight days
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 1 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

o  FWIAISRAC fATTT FIF TeHT 2
(Coronavirus has no high hopes for itself)
Author(s): AKM Mazharul Islam
Published: 2 April, 2020 in Shampratik Deshkal

e Lessons from the Past: What the Ebola
outbreak -- and other experiences -- teach us
about containment
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 3 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

e Financial Mobility in an Immobile World:
Strengthening the Footprint of Mobile Servic-
es in Bangladesh
Author(s): Dr Farzana A. Misha
Published: 5 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

® Lives of others
Author(s): Anushka Zafar, Samira Ahmed Raha
and Sajib Rana
Published: 6 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

e Social distance is a privilege
Author(s): Dr Mrittika Barua
Published: 9 April, 2020 in Prothom Alo English

e Winning the corona war and more
Author(s): The Health Watch Group
Published: 10 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

o TIP3 YUAIS, JHedl 213l
(Endless sunlight, Air Filled Lungs)
Author(s): A.K.M Mazharul Islam
Published: 11 April, 2020 in E-Prothom Alo

e The dilemma between hunger and a pandemic
Author(s): Dr Sabina Faiz Rashid
Published: 17 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

BIENNIAL REPORT 2019 & 2020 | ADVOCACY

Survey: 47% RMG workers now without any
income amid COVID-19

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 18 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

COVID-19 taking toll on people’s general
mental health, six studies show
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 18 April, 2020 in the Daily Star

Coronavirus: Transgenders hit hard as
lockdown bites

Author(s): Kohinoor Khyum Tithila
Published: 18 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

Frontline healthcare workers question quality
of PPE provided

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 18 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

Health workers sceptical about the quality of
PPEs: survey

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 18 April, 2020 in bdnews24.com

BRAC Rapid Survey: 47% garment workers yet
to be paid

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 19 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

Pins and needles at the time of a pandemic
Authors(s): Dr Atonu Rabbani,

Dr Farzana A. Misha and Amina Amin
Published: 20 April, 2020 in The Daily Star

RMG workers in disarray as factories cut jobs,
fail to pay wages

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 20 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

What dragged N95 face masks into controversy?
Author(s): Mehedi Al Amin
Published: 23 April, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune
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MAY 2020

JUNE 2020
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COVID-19 Alumni Stories:

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury

Published: 2 May, 2020 in the Website of London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health
surveys on social stigma
Published: 2 May, 2020 in Kaler Kantho

FEAISRAN fiaw MHifes e sg-asam
fAagad Tl

(Fear of social harassment surrounding the
coronavirus needs to be addressed)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 2 May, 2020 in Bdnews24.com

They won't even touch the money we touched
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 3 May, 2020 in The Business
Standard

'They bully us when we queue up for relief': The
transgender community during the pandemic
Author(s): Sadia Rahman

Published: 5 May, 2020 in The Business Standard

What the pandemic means for RMG
Author(s): Shahidur Rahman
Published: 5 May, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

Making best of COVID-19: Pushing online
learning in higher education in Bangladesh
Author(s): Dr Mohammed Shahidullah and
Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury

Published: 13 May, 2020 in bdnews24.com

Time to push online learning in higher education
Author(s): Dr Mohammed Shahidullah and

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury

Published: 14 May, 2020 in The Daily Star

COVID-19 and the missing data conundrum
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury and

Dr Farzana A. Misha

Published: 19 May, 2020 in The Daily Star

There are coronavirus solutions for
resource-poor countries, too
Author(s): Fawzia Rashed

Published: 28 May, 2020 in Aljazeera

Rural water safety and community
participation to fight COVID-19
Author(s): Nepal C. Dey

Published: 31 May, 2020 in The Financial
Express

Maternity care amid COVID-19 outbreak: Story of
midwives in a remote Union Health Centre
Published: 3 June, 2020 in Kaler Kantho

IEAT FSITANT vgBIa Al TS wXisfeet
(Whole society’s participation needed to deal
with Corona)

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 7 June, 2020 in Prothom Alo

Are we planning ahead for coronavirus frontliners’
PTSD?

Author(s): Hossain Mohammed Omar Khayum
Published: 11 June, 2020 in The Business Standard

e Budget for health care

Author(s): A.M Zakir Hussain
Published: 14 June, 2020 in New Age

e More money, thanks. But what’s next?

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 14 June, 2020 in The Daily Star

o JIGIG BIFI (AT1H, 9UA Ft TR

(More money, But what’s next?)
Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 16 June, 2020 in Bonik Barta
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JULY 2020

38 SISt FFORMIASBIA 9LEAL FHHfS13 siafa: Tfast
(24% health workers still don’t have PPE: Survey)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 20 June, 2020 in Prothom Alo

FET AN I SEIAT [IZIAAT SFg A1FfA: shagelt
(Corona management not prioritised in the allocation
of health sector: Research)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 20 June, 2020 in Prothom Alo

24% health workers still don’t have PPE: Research
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 20 June, 2020 in The Business Standard

LEICIS TS AFBHT @tef srasifag
FRTOIAMIABIAITE : siagelt

(Frontline health workers did not receive
proper training even after 2 months: Research)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 20 June, 2020 in Bonik Barta

SR 932 AMNIhd I1BJIo!

(Isolation and our realities)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 21 June, 2020 in Banglanews24.com

°  FWFIYG U I Gofe

(Deficit in the Corona War)
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 21 June, 2020 in Prothom Alo

® Dilemma of an epidemiologist

Author(s): A.M Zakir Hussain
Published: 22 June, 2020 in New Age

® Doctors and health workers die from lack of

quality protective equipment
Author(s): Sumon Corraya
Published: 23 June, 2020 in AsiaNews.it

®  What would be most effective against

COVID-19?
Author(s): Shamim Ahmed and Rajat Das Gupta
Published: 25 June, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

Unsung heroes for urban informal
settlement dwellers during COVID-19
pandemic

Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 4 July, 2020 in Kaler Kantho

COVID-19 response: Inclusion as the first mantra
Published: 5 July, 2020 in the Business Standard

COVID-19 response: Inclusion as the first mantra
Authors(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury and

Dr Fawzia Rasheed

Published: 5 July, 2020 in The Business Standard

The Pandemic: A Bangladeshi perspective
Author(s): Dr Nazmunnessa Mahtab
Published: 7 July, 2020 in The Daily Star

The Pandemic: A Bangladeshi Perspective
Authors(s): Dr Nazmunnessa Mahtab
Published: 7 July, 2020 in The Daily Star
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World Population Day 2020: Stalled progress,
COVID-19 and the road to SDG

Author(s): Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Published: 11 July, 2020 in The Daily Star

Online centre launched to expand COVID-19
and gender studies

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 26 July, in The Business Standard

Dhaka Slums: Where Covid is curiously quiet
Authors(s): Shaheen Mollah and Zyma Islam
Published: 26 July, in The Daily Star

Our puzzling daily death toll
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 26 July, 2020 in The Business Standard
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AUGUST 2020

® COVID-19 and gender study expanded to low and ® Youth Associate: A light of hope for Dholpur
middle-income countries and launches a new slum residents during the COVID-19 pandemic
online data and evidence hub Authors(s): Imran Hossain Mithu
Author(s): Staff Correspondent Published: 27 August, 2020 on the ARISE
Published: 1 August, 2020 in News Hour Media Consortium

® Experts: Marginalized people must get equitable ® COVID-19: A gender-based analysis
access to stimulus incentives Authors(s): Dr Ateeb Ahmad Parray
Author(s): Staff Correspondent Published: 28 August, 2020 in The Great Kashmir

Published: 7 August, 2020 in the Dhaka Tribune

® The more things change
Author(s): Tanvir Alim
Published: 9 August, 2020 in New Age Youth

NOVEMBER 2020

® BRAC University sets an example of successful online education for midwifery students
Authors(s): Dr Selina Amin and Dr Sharmina Rahman
Published: 28 November, 2020 in The Financial Express

D Non-covip-19 BLOGS

MARCH 2020

®  “Now women run the show”: Equality or lllusion?
Author(s): Ateeb Ahmed Parray
Published: 7 March, 2020 in ARISE Blog

APRIL 2020

® ATale of a Woman with Autism Spectrum Disorder ® Experiences of conducting research in an informal
Authors(s): Fatema Akter Bonny and Amina Amin settlement
Published: 2 April, 2020 in BRAC JPGSPH Blog Author(s): Samiha Ali
Published: 2 April, 2020 in ARISE Blog

DECEMBER 2020
o Remote GIS mapping in Dholpur: Co-production with co-researchers

Author(s): Abdul Awal and Imran Hossain Mithu
Published: 14 December, 2020 in ARISE Blog
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' NON-COVID-19 MAINSTREAM MEDIA PUBLICATIONS

JULY 2020

® Sabina Faiz Rashid: Research on community resilience

OCTOBER 2020

NOVEMBER 2020

DECEMBER 2020

Author(s): Andréia Azevedo Soares

Published: July, 2020 in Bulletin of the World Health Organization (WHO)

TUA FHCHE A OLA SJTRIeT IS DIA?
AT fFTIT 8 SFIWd TSIt

(Who should take care of households if women go
to work? Opinions from teenagers and youth in
Bangladesh)

Authors(s): Abdul Jabbar Topu

Published: 5 October, 2020 in Dhaka Tribune

63% men agree beating their wives is justified if
denied sex: Study

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 29 October, 2020 in The Daily Star

® 62% males believe women ‘deserve to be
beaten at times’
Author(s): Staff Correspondent
Published: 30 October, 2020 in The Daily Star

How to Build A World for Persons with Disability
Authors(s): Selima Sara Kabir and

Adeepto Intisar Ahmed

Published: 12 November, 2020 in The Daily Star

gfsadhit AAmg for-bpAtet FIfE fFRtery el
(Three-quarters of women with disabilities are victims
of psychological abuse)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 23 November, 2020 in Prothom Alo

Workshop on promoting SRHR of persons with
disabilities held

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 23 November, 2020 in Samakal

“Leave no one behind” Bangladesh gives equal
rights and dignity to each and every citizen'
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 24 November, 2020 in News Flash

ATt fSIFITA @IH T1ET 8 ATAA AYBIA
(BRAC University Workshop on Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights of Persons with
Disabilities in Bangladesh)

Author(s): Siddiqur Rahman

Published: 24 November, 2020 in News Flash

SDGs cannot be achieved without bringing
disable persons

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 25 November, 2020 in The Daily
Observer

SFIMF [@H 3 ST T SIfgSId fag Swfaaig
(Webinar on the sexual and reproductive health
and rights of young adolescents)

Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 1 December, 2020 in Desh Rupantor
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Thrust on sex edn for boys in school textbook
Author(s): Staff Correspondent

Published: 2 December, 2020 in The Daily
Observer
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WEBINARS 2020

Since April 2020, BRAC JPGSPH has been hosting a and staff from the School are being invited to webinars
series of webinars every week to address the public hosted by national and international organisations. The
health emergency related to the virus, through sharing School has hosted and participated in more than 37

of useful resource materials locally and globally to a webinars between April 2020 and December 2020.
wider audience, including BRAC University, health Representatives from the School has also participated
organisations, key stakeholders, partners, and several webinars between the time of COVID-19
networks. Faculty pandemic.

*Scan the QR Codes to access the webinars.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S VOICES DURING COVID-19: HOW THE PANDEMIC
AFFECTED ADOLESCENTS IN URBAN SLUMS AND LOW-INCOME

Topic: The effect of the pandemic on young adolescents in urban slums and low income
settlements.

Date: 15 December, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Imran Matin
Executive Director, BRAC
Moderator: j Institute of Governance and
. Development (BIGD), BRAC
> University
| 4
i

S M Latif
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs and Project Director,
Accelerating Protection for Children (APO) Project.

Panelist:

Workneh Yadete

GAGE Ethiopia Qualitative
Research Lead and Research
Uptake and Impact Coordinator.

_ Dr Jennifer Seager
| Assistant Professor, George
Washington University.

Dr Sabina F Rashid

Dean and Professor, BRAC
James P Grant School of Public
Health, BRAG University

Closing
Remarks:

a4

Farhana Alam

Assistant Director, Center
of Excellence for Gender,
Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights
(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH

Maheen Sultan

Senior Fellow of Practice and
Head, Gender and Social
Transformation Clus-ter, BIGD.

Presenter:

Rasheda K Chowdhury

. Former Advisor to the Caretaker
Chair: A

Government and Honorary
g Executive Director, CAMPE

e

250 BIENNIAL REPORT 2019 & 2020 | ADVOCACY



HEALTH, FITNESS, AND NUTRITION DURING COVID-19

Topic: The importance of physical well-being to maintain mental health and proper nutrition
intake to reduce the risks of non-communicable diseases.

Date : 3 December, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor Malay Kanti Mridha
Director, Centre of Excellence for Non-Communicable Diseases
and Nutrition (CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH.

Panelist:

Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj

Former State Minister of Home Affairs, Social Activist and
Founder of Inspire Fitness, Host and Creator of Hotline
Commando.

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS DURING COVID-19

Topic: The role of community health workers in creating awareness, adapting and providing
services to their communities in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 11 October, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr AKM Rezaul Haque

Senior Director,

Health and Training,
Gonoshasthaya Kendra (GK). \

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH,
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch (BHW).

Panelist:

Dr Morseda Chowdhury
Associate Director at
Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme,
BRAC Bangladesh.

Dr Fawzia Rasheed
Senior Adviser to the
Director of Health of the
Aga Khan Development
Network.
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Welcome:

Speaker:

COLOURISM IN SOUTH ASIA

Topic: Discrimination that individuals face within their own racial group for having dark
skin/complexion in the context of South Asia.

Date : 24 September, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid
Dean and Director, Centre of Excellence for Gender, Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH

Nandita Das
Actor, Director and Social Activist, India.

Panelist:

WEBINAR ON MASCULINITY AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

Topic: How the concept of masculinity differs in various cultures and its link and importance in
the context of gender-based violence.

Date : 17 September, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Imtiaz Pavel Neel
Gender and Diversity
Justice, Analyst and
Filmmaker.

\.'\ Dr Farzana A. Misha
Assistant Professor,
BRAC JPGSPH

Anand Pawar
Executive Director,
SAMYAK, Pune, India.

Panelist:

252

WEBINAR ON MEDIA AND GENDER
Topic: The positive and negative impact of media on how people perceive gender.
Date : 10 September, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor Shohini Ghosh
Officiating Director, Anwar
Jamal Kidwai Mass

'~ Communication Research
Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi, India.

Sushmita Preetha
Deputy Editor, Editorial and
Op-ed, The Daily Star.

Sara Zaker

Media personnel and Social
Activist, Vice-Chairperson,
Asiatic3sixty.
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countries amidst the COVID-19 pandemic
Date : 25 August, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Andrea Gilkison

Associate Head,
Postgraduate Midwifery,
Senior Lecturer, Midwifery,
Auckland University of
Technology.

Panelist:

Lastri Mei Winarni
Lecturer in Midwifery
Programme, Yatsi Nursing
and Midwifery College,
Karawaci, Tangerang,
Banten, Indonesia.

CONTINUATION OF MIDWIFERY EDUCATION DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Topic: Adapting and ensuring the continuation of Midwifery education across various

Sheena Halder

Instructor, Dhaka Academic
Site, Developing Midwives
Project, BRAC JPGSPH.

COVID-19 AND YOUTH INITIATIVES

COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 12 August, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Md. Sadequl Arefeen
Co-founder, The Earth
Society.

Panelist:

Sarah Kamal

2020 National President,
' Junior Chamber
International (JCI)
Bangladesh.

Topic: A look at the initiatives undertaken by youth centric organisations in response to the

Sharnila Nuzhat Kabir
' Youth Advocate.

Tawhida Shiropa
Founder and CEO, Moner
Bondhu.

IMPACT IN BANGLADESH

COVID-19: KNOWLEDGE, PRACTICES, HEALTH AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC

Topic: A discussion on the findings and results, of the study “COVID-19 in Bangladesh:
Knowledge, Practices and Impact”, as a part of the multi-country research, funded by National
Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Global Health Research Unit for diabetes and

Cardiovascular Disease in South Asians.

Date : 14 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor John Chambers

Director, NIHR Global Health
Research Unit for Diabetes and
Cardiovascular Disease in South
Asians; Professor of Cardiovascular
Epidemiology, Imperial College
London, UK; Consultant
Cardiologist, London North West
Hospitals NHS Trust, UK.

Panelist: ﬂ‘ ;
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Mehedi Hasan

Senior Lecturer and
Coordinator, Centre for
Non-Communicable
Diseases and Nutrition
(CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH
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Abu Abdullah Mohammad
Hanif

Senior Research Fellow,
Centre for
Non-Communicable
Diseases and Nutrition
(CNCDN) BRAC JPGSPH

Professor Malay Kanti
Mridha

Director, Centre of
Excellence for
Non-Communicable
Diseases and Nutrition
(CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH

Panelist

IMPACT OF COVID-19 SHUTDOWN ON THE HIJRA COMMUNITY

Topic: A discussion on the findings from the rapid research titled, “Impact of COVID-19

shutdown on the hijra community and how they are coping with the challenges:

A rapid research on people living on the fringes”.

Date : 9 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

3
o

Md Helal Uddin Ahmed
Deputy Director (Social
Safety Net), Department of
Social Services, Ministry of
Social Welfare, Goverment
of Bangladesh.

Tasfiyah Jalil
Senior Coordinator, BRAC
JPGSPH.

Md. Mostafizue Rahman
Assistant Coordinator,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Anindya Hajra

Director, Pratyay Gender
Trust Transfeminist,
Transgender Rights and
Social Justice Activist,
Kolkata, India.

Ivan Ahamed Katha
President, Shacheton Hijra
Odhikar Shangha, Human
Rights Activist.

Panelist:

254

WASTE MANAGEMENT DURING COVID-19

Date : 1 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

v

(

4

Dr Abdullah Al-Muyeed
Head of Policy and
Advocacy, WaterAid
Bangladesh.

Fahim Uddin Shuvo
Founder & CEO,
GARBAGEMAN.

Topic: Finding ways to cope with the increase in medical waste and ensure the protection of
waste management workers during COVID-19.

Md. Shoriful Alam Mondal
PhD Researcher
(Waste-to-Energy), Tokyo
University, Tokyo; Former
National Team Leader, JICA
Expert Team.
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Panelist:

FOOD CONSUMPTION AMONG LOW INCOME POPULATION IN
BANGLADESH DURING COVID-19: IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Topic: A look at the savings of low-income people during COVID-19 and how it affects their
dietary choices.

Date : 23 June, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor Malay Kanti Mridha
Director, Centre of Excellence
for Non-Communicable
Diseases and Nutrition
(CNCDN), BRAC JPGSPH

Sadruddin Imran

Chairman and Lead
Consultant, Innovision
Consulting Private Limited.

Md. Rubaiyath Sarwar

Managing Director and Lead Abu Ahmed S.hantnm
Consultant, Innovision Associate Scientist,
’ BRAC JPGSPH.

Consulting Private Limited.

IMMUNIZATION BACKLOG DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC:
A HOUSEHOLD-BASED ASSESSMENT

Topic: A discussion on the impact of vaccine deliveries that has been adversely impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 16 June, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Tajul Islam A Bari

Dr Jucy Merina Adhikari Associate Professor and

Panelist: Immunization Specialist, Former Programme

UNICEF Bangladesh. Manager, EPI, DGHS;
Consultant, icddr,b.

Dr Atonu Rabbani Professor Samir Kumar Saha
Associate Professor, Executive Director, Child
Department of Economics, Health Research Foundation
University of Dhaka. (CHRF); Head of the
Associate Scientist, BRAC Department of Microbiology,
JPGSPH. B Dhaka Shishu Hospital.
Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury

Chair: Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch.

DISABILITY AND COVID-19

Panelist:

Topic: The webinar discusses about the limited access and increased risk that persons with
disabilities face, due to COVID-19.

Date : 10 June, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Tanvir Hasan

Associate Professor and Co-Director
of the Centre of Excellence for Urban
Equity and Health (CUEH), Recently
appointed Research Co-Director,
BRAC JPGSPH.

Fatema Akter Bonny
Deputy Research
Coordinator,

BRAC JPGSPH.
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Dr Rajib Hasan

Disability and Rehabilitation
Specialist, Deputy Director
(Planning), Jatiyo
Protibondhi Unnayan
Foundation, [Eng: National

K M Amran Hossain
Lecturer and Researcher,
Physiotherapy Department,
BHPI, Centre for the
Rehabilitation of the

Disability Dev. Foundation], Paralysed (CRP).

Ministry of Social Welfare.

Nazma Ara Begum Poppy
Project Officer, Handicap
International.

Panelist:

Special Guest:

SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES OF PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES AND
MEDICAL CARE IN COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND THE FUTURE

Topic: Sharing findings to collectively develop strategies across borders to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, in the context of different cultures and countries.

Date : 1 June, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Natasha Howard
Associate Professor, NUS
Saw Swee Hock School of
Public Health, India.

Dr Kaosar Afsana
Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.

Hsu Li Yang

Co-Director of Global
Health; Associate Professor,
NUS Saw Swee Hock School
of Public Health.

Jeremy Lim

Co-Director of Global
Health; Associate Professor,
NUS Saw Swee Hock School
of Public Health.

Professor Teo Yik Ying
Dean, NUS Saw Swee Hock
School of Public Health.

Panelist:
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GENDER, VIOLENCE AND WOMEN'S EXPERIENCES DURING COVID-19

Topic: A discussion on the findings and initiatives taken to address the increased cases of
violence against women during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 20 May, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Shaheen Anam
Executive Director,
Manusher Jonno
Foundation.

Shahana Siddiqui
Adjunct Faculty, BRAC
JPGSPH.
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Panelist:

Chair:

COVID-19 IMPACT ON URBAN INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS:
VULNERABILITIES, CHALLENGES AND RESPONSES FROM FOUR COUNTRIES

Topic: A discussion on the challenges, insights and key findings from four different countries on
how urban informal settlements have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 14 May, 2020 | Published in Facebook

Abu Conteh

Urban Health Research
Officer, Sierra Leone
Urban Research Centre
(SLURC), Freetown, Sierra
Leone.

Dr Lilian Otiso
Executive Director, LVCT
Health Nairobi, Kenya.

Samuel Saidu

Research Assistant,
COMAMHS, University of
Sierra Leone, Freetown,
Sierra Leone.

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman
Chairperson, BRAC;
Executive Chairman,
Power and Participation
Research Centre (PPRC);
ARISE Bangladesh
Advisory Board Member.

Smruti Srinivas Jukur
Urban Planner and
Architect, SPARC, India.

Varun Sai

Research Assistant, The
George Institute for Global
Health India (TGI), New
Delhi, India.

Panelist:

SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF A PANDEMIC: STIGMA, GENDER AND COVID-19

Topic: The webinar discusses on the rise in fear, discrimination and stigma and its

impact on marginalised populations.

Date : 7 May, 2020 | Published in Facebook

Nahela Nowshin
Research Associate, BRAC
JPGSPH, BRAC University.

3. Shahana Siddiqui
Adjunct Faculty, BRAC
JPGSPH.
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Din M. Sumon Rahman
University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB).

Dr Shahaduz Zaman

Senior Lecturer, Brighton
and Sussex Medical School
(BSMS), UK.
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EMOTIONAL AND MENTAL WELLBEING DURING COVID-19:
LEARNING FROM DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES

Topic: A look at a number of factors that contribute to mental instability during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 5 May, 2020 | Published in Facebook

Dr Helal Uddin Ahmed
e e Muhammad Shadab
Panelist: ! olescent and Family Chowdhury

Psychiatry in National
Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH).

Student, Independent
University, Bangladesh.

Sadeka Halim PhD

Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of
Dhaka; Professor of
Sociology, Former
Information Commissioner,
Bangladesh.

Dr Atonu Rabbani
Associate Professor,
Department of Economics,
University of Dhaka;
Associate Scientist,

BRAC JPGSPH.

COVID-19: WHAT WE KNOW AND WHAT WE DON'T KNOW AND
WHY THIS MATTERS

Topic: The importance of preparedness, how efficiently health systems can prepare and the
need for innovations to combat the global pandemic.

Date : 30 April, 2020 | Published in Facebook

Dr Michael Friedman

Panelist: Former Country Director, Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), USA.
Dr Kaosar Afsana

Moderator: f

Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.
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Webinars attended by BRAC JPGSPH representatives:

PRODUCING A SAFE AND EFFECTIVE VACCINE: ALIGN PUBLIC HEALTH
NEEDS WITH ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

Topic: A discussion on the challenges and leverages to develop safe and effective vaccine
from the need to produce.

Date : 23 November, 2020 | Published in Facebook

Dr Jane Barratt

Secretary Genereal,
International Federation of
Aging (IFA)

Dr Michael Moore AM
Former President, World
Federation of Public
Health Associations
(WFPHA).

Panelist:

Professor lan Frazer

Nobel prize and inventor of
the vaccine against human
papillomavirus (HPV).

Professor Walter Ricciardi
President, World Federation
of Public Health
Associations (WFPHA).

Professor Malabika Sarker
Associate Dean and Director of the
Centre of Excellence for Science of
Implementation and Scale-Up
(CoE-SISU), Former Director of
Research, BRAC JPGSPH.

IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH: A CATALYST FOR BRIDGING
THE KNOWLEDGE GAP BETWEEN DISCOVERY TO DELIVERY

Date : 19 November, 2020

Professor Malabika Sarker
Associate Dean and Director of the
Centre of Excellence for Science of
Implementation and Scale-Up
(CoE-SISU), Former Director of
Research, BRAC JPGSPH.

Panelist:

ROLE OF INFORMAL HEALTH PROVIDERS IN COVID-19

Topic: Informal health providers such as pharmacies and village doctors have historically
dominated the provision of primary healthcare in Bangladesh, and has had an even more
pronounced role during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, significant regulatory and policy

gaps prevent their capacity building, mainstreaming and formal sector linkages. Renowned experts
and public officials through discussion, attempt to get to the bottom of the issue, and suggest ways
forward for Bangladesh on how to deal with this sector productively.

Date : 13 August, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Professor Jishnu Das
Professor at GWU,;
Former-Senior Economist
in the Development
Research Group at the
World Bank.

Dr A. E. Md. Muhiuddin Osmani
MBBS, FCPS (Medicine), Joint
Chief (Health Wing), Planning
Commission, Ministry of
Planning.

Panelist:
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Professor Malabika Sarker
Associate Dean and
Director of the Centre of
Excellence for Science of
Implementation and
Scale-Up (CoE-SISU),
Former Director of
Research, BRAC JPGSPH.

P'- > Dr Abu Mohammad Zakir Hussain
il t Primary Health Care and Disease Control
Session Chair: & '-:'*--. . (PH&DC), Institute of Epidemiology
T ~ Disease Control And Research (IEDCR);
J Former Regional Advisor South-East Asia

Regional Office (SEARO), WHO.

Dr Aftab Uddin
Public Health Expert and
Medical Educationalist.

MIB WEBINAR ON “IMPACTS OF CORONAVIRUS ON NON-MEMBER
RMG FACTORIES IN BANGLADESH”

Topic: To know the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on the non-member
ready-made garments factories of Bangladesh, the MiB project discusses the findings of a
study titled "Impact of Coronavirus on Non-Member RMG Factories in Bangladesh".

Date : 12 August, 2020 | Published on Youtube

JAe(;)efa Jab gar c Md. Kamrul Hasan
¢ éoca’;ed upr)]reg'me Uz Deputy Inspector General,
Panelist: E ang I:' is ’ IcrIeLCtorI Department Of Inspection
A,Léman _'g tLa;L egz for Factories and
! .SerV|ces ( S)an Establishment (DIFE).
Social Compliance, BRAC.
Dr Khondakar Golam
Moazzem Mossamat Parvin
Research Director, Centre RMG worker
for Policy Dialogue (CPD).
Ul . Tania Taslima
General Secretary, Textile . .
Managing Director,
Garments Workers .
. 2Ts Creation.
Federation.
Sharif Zahif
Managing Director, Ananta Group,
Director Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).
Keynote Presenters:
Professor Dr Rahim B. Dr Atonu Rabbani
Talukdar .
. Associate Professor,
Adviser, Centre for .
Chair: Department of Economics,

Entrepreneurship (CED),
Team Leader, Mapped in
Bangladesh (MiB), CED-
Brac University.

University of Dhaka;
Associate Scientist,
BRAC JPGSPH.
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Panelist:

ROHINGYA CRISIS: A PERSPECTIVE FROM BANGLADESH

Topic: As a developing nation and with the added dimension of managing the Rohingya

refugee community, Bangladesh faces its own unique set of challenges. The panel of experts
discuss about the challenges, successes of improving the lives of refugees and what future

steps must be taken to support the community further.

Date : 10 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Md. Shamsud Douza

Additional Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commissioner (Deputy
Secretary), Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commissioner Office,
Cox’s Bazar.

Dr Kaosar Afsana
" Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.

AKM Mazharul Islam
Professor of Anthropology,
Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology
(SUST); Executive Director,
Institute of Applied
Anthropology.

Md Rashadul Islam

Senior Assistant Secretary and
Camp in Charge in Forcibly
Displaced Myanmar Camps
(FDMN) 11, 12 and 18, Cox’s
Bazar.

Panelist:

SOUTH ASIA: THE PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Topic: Assessment of the public health policies and infrastructural facilities to mitigate
further spread and another spike of COVID-19 with experts from Bangladesh, India and Pakistan.

Date : 2 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Mishal S Khan
Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury Associate Professor, Health
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH; Policy, London School of
Convener, Bangladesh Hygiene and Tropical
Health Watch. Medicine.
K Srinath Reddy Dr Faisal Sultan
. . CEO, Shaukat Khanum
! President Public Health . .
Foundation of India Memorial Cancer Hospital
‘ u 1a- and Research Centre, Lahore.

Panelist:

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES IN TIMES OF COVID-19

Topic: A discussion on communication strategies around COVID-19 response that together
illustrate the intrinsic, ethical, instrumental values with their active communities.

Date : 16 June, 2020 | Published on Youtube

£
o

Ruth Rutalek Oksana Koshalko
Medical University of Ministry of Health (MoH),
Vienna. Ukraine.

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid

Dean and Director, Centre of
Excellence for Gender, Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights
(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH.
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Chair:

Phaik Yeong
Mahidol University, Thailand.

Panelist:

WHY AND HOW SOCIO-ANTHROPOLOGY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

IN THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

Topic: The spread of COVID-19 depends on the the lifestyles and behaviour of people.
This webinar attempts to help policymakers, COVID-19 responders and the public health
community understand what socio anthropology can contribute to COVID-19 and how
it can be made an integral part of the response.

Date : 15 June, 2020 | Uploaded on Microsoft Stream

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid

Dean and Director, Centre of Excellence for Gender,
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (CGSRHR),
BRAC JPGSPH.

Panelist:

COVID-19 AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Topic: How social science knowledge and practice can be used to tackle the COVID-19
crises and beyond.

Date : 5 June 2020 | Published on Facebook

AKM Mazharul Islam

Professor of Anthropology,
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology (SUST);
Executive Director, Institute of
Applied Anthropology.

Dr Nestro Castro

Professor of Anthropology
and Former Vice Chancellor
for Community Affairs,
University of Philippines.

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid
Dean and Director, Centre of
Excellence for Gender, Sexual
and Reproductive Health and
Rights (CGSRHR),

BRAC JPGSPH.

Dr Darunee Phukao
Department of Society and
Health, Mahidol University,
Thailand.

Panelist:
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POST- ‘GENERAL HOLIDAY’ HEALTH RISKS

Topic: The webinar brought together experts to discuss how the gradual easing of lockdown
restrictions after three months will impact the COVID-19 situation of the country and how people
will adapt to the changes and possible issues that may arise

Date : 1 June, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch.

Dr Rowshan Ara Begum

Member, National Technical
Advisory Committee (NTAC)

on COVID-19 Professor, ‘
Gynecology and Obstetrics
Department, Holy Family

Red Crescent Medical

College & Hospital.
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Dr Abu Jamil Faisel

Public Health Expert
Advisor, Assigned to Sylhet
Division, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), GoB Adjunct

Dr Firdausi Qadri

Senior Scientist, Head
Mucosal Immunology and
Vaccinology Unit, Infectious
Diseases Division, icddr,b;
Chairman, IDESHI.

Faculty at State University
of Bangladesh (SUB),
Bangladesh University of
Health Sciences (BUHS) and
University of Dhaka.

Dr Debapriya

Bhattacharya
Introductory Citizen’s Platform for
Remarks: SDGs, Bangladesh and

Distinguished Fellow,
Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD).

EFFECTIVENESS OF ONE HEALTH PLATFORMS FOR PANDEMIC
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE: LESSONS LEARNED

Topic: The findings from the integrated efforts of multiple disciplines to achieve optimal
health for humans, animals and the environment.

Date : 29 May, 2020 | Published on Youtube

Professor Dirk Pfeiffer Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury

Chair of One Health; former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Panelist: Professor of the Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH;

Department of Infectious ‘ Convener, Bangladesh

Diseases and Public Health, Health Watch.
Director (OHRP), Centre for

Applied One Health

Research and Policy Advice

at the City University of

Hong Kong.

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON TERTIARY EDUCATION: NATIONS’ RESPONSES

Topic: Educators from Bangladesh, USA and Canada speak on their nation’s response to
the virus's impact on tertiary education.

Date : 29 May, 2020 | | Published on Youtube

Izzeddin Hawamda
Educator - Seven Oaks
School Division, Winnipeg
PhD Candidate, Peace and
Conflict Studies, University
of Manitoba.

Professor Dr Sadeka Halim
Dean, faculty of Social
Sciences and Professor of
Sociology, University of
Dhaka (Former Information
Commissioner of
Bangladesh).

Panelist:

AKM Mazharul Islam

Professor of Anthropology,
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology (SUST);
Executive Director, Institute of
Applied Anthropology.

Professor Dr Bob Hopkins
Business Studies, University
of Texas, Arlington and
Philanthropist.
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VULNERABLE POPULATIONS AND COVID-19:
BANGLADESH DURING A GLOBAL PANDEMIC

Topic: A discussion on the state of various vulnerable groups in Bangladesh due to COVID-19.

Date : 27 May, 2020 | Published on Youtube

Mabrur Ahmed
Founder/Director, Restless
Beings, UK.

Panelist:

Naomi Hossain
Senior Professorial Lecturer,
School of International

Ali Riaz

Professor, Political Science
| at lllinois State University;
Nonresident Senior Fellow
of Atlantic Council.

Service, American University.

Rahima Begum
Founder/Co-Director,
Restless Beings, UK.

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid,
Dean and Director, Centre
of Excellence for Gender,
Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights
(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH.

Sanchita Saxena

Director, Subir and Malini
Chowdhury Center for
Bangladesh Studies,
University of California,
Berkeley.

IN BANGLADESH

NUTRITION FOR MOTHER AND CHILDREN DURING COVID-19

Topic: Addressing and adapting to the challenges of a global pandemic to ensure access of

nutrition to mothers and children.
Date : 21 May, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Kaosar Afsana
Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.

Panelist:

Abu Sayeed Khan
Senior Journalist, Daily
Samakal, Bangladesh.

Piyali Mustaphi
Chief, Nutrition Section,
UNICEF Bangladesh.
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Dr AFM Iqgbal Kabir
Consultant, Bangladesh
National Nutrition Council
(BNNC).

Saiqa Siraj
Nutrition International
Bangladesh.
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TARGETING COVID-19 RELIEF PAYMENTS IN BANGLADESH

Topic: Coronavirus is creating new vulnerable groups who have experienced a sudden loss

of income. In response, the government of Bangladesh has committed to support at least

four million vulnerable families through immediate emergency cash transfers. The webinar
discusses about how these payments should be targeted to households that have been affected.

Date : 7 May, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Mushfig Mobarak
Professor of Economics,
Yale University.

Anir Chowdhury
Policy Adviser, A2i.

Panelist:

\

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid

Dean and Director, Centre

of Excellence for Gender, Asif Saleh

Sexual and Reproductive Executive Director, BRAC.
Health and Rights

(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH.

STARTUP TALKS: THE FUTURE OF HEALTHTECH IN BANGLADESH

Topic: Industry leading experts discuss the future of healthcare post-COVID-19, the
potential for emerging opportunities for the industry, and the impact of investment in Al
assisted vaccination process.

Date : 5 May, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Shohorab Ahmed Chowdhury
Managing Director and
Co-Founder, Synesis IT Ltd.

Dr Kaosar Afsana

G Professor, BRAC JPGSPH.

Sajid Rahman

Founder and Chief
Executive Officer, Digital
Healthcare Solutions.

THE RESPONSE TO COVID-19 IN SOUTH ASIA

Topic: An overview of the varied in-region responses to the COVID-19 and their impact
on the health system and social sector.

Date : 17 April, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Richard Cash
I'. Senior Lecturer on Global
%5 Health, Depart f
i , Department o
o Global Health and
Population, Harvard
University T.H. Chan School
of Public Health.

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid
Dean and Director, Centre
of Excellence for Gender,
Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights
(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH.

Panelist: s

Dr Shamika Ravi .

Senior Fellow of the Dr Srinath Reddy
Governance Studies President, Public Health
Programme, Brookings Foundation of India (PHFI).

Institution. <
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BANGLADESH HEALTH WATCH: 2020 WEBINARS

BRAC JPGSPH serves as the Secretariat for Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW), which is a multi-stakeholder
civil society advocacy and monitoring network dedicated to improving the health system in Bangladesh
through a critical review of policies and programmes and recommendation of appropriate actions for change.
Six webinars have also been hosted by BHW where representatives of the School has participated.

“ o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN COVID-19 PANDEMIC: LESSONS

LEARNED FROM BRAC, HUNGER PROJECT AND SAJIDA FOUNDATION

Topic: Shared experiences on the community engagement of development organisations
in the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Date : 31 August, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Morseda Chowdhury
Associate Director at
Health, Nutrition and
Population Programme,
BRAC Bangladesh.

Md. Fazlul Haque

Senior Director,
Development Programme,
SAJIDA Foundation.

Panelist:

Dr Badiul Alam Majumdar
Country Director, The
Hunger Project,
Bangladesh.

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of
BRAC; Advisor, BRAC
JPGSPH; Convener,
Bangladesh Health Watch.

Moderator:

SUCCESS WITH COVID-19: LEARNING FROM KERALA (INDIA),
THAILAND AND VIETNAM

Topic: To improve learnings and to inspire policymakers to implement good practices that were
undertaken in Thailand, Vietnam and Kerala (India), to manage this pandemic more effectively.

Date : 20 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Chawetsan Namwat
Chief, Field Epidemiology
Training Programme

Panelist:

v

K.R. Thankappan
Professor, Central

Abul Kalam Azad
Director General of
Health Services, Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW).

Chair:
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(FETP), Bangkok, Thailand.

University of Kerala, India.

Tran Mai Oanh

Director, Health Strategy
and Policy Institute (HSPI),
Hanoi, Vietnam.

Moderator:

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch.
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APPLICATION OF ANTIBODY TESTING TO MONITOR, TREAT AND
PREVENT SPREAD OF COVID-19 IN BANGLADESH

Topic: This webinar invites health experts from around the country to discuss on the possibilities
and prospects of using the antibody testing to ensure a more effective approach to treating

COVID-19 infection and reducing its spread.

Date : 5 July, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Dr Be-Nazir Ahmed
Infectious Disease
Specialist, Former Director,
Disease Control, Director
General of Health Services
(DGHS), Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare
(MoHFW)

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH;

Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch. (\I},

Panelist:

Dr Khairul Islam
Bangladesh Health Watch.

Mahrukh Mohiuddin
Bangladesh Health Watch.

Sadaf Saaz
Molecular Biologist, CEO,
EskeGen.

‘
=2

Dr Yasmin Ahmed
Adviser,
Bangladesh Health Watch.

Dr Mohammad Shawkat Hassan
Immunologist, Director,
Department of Laboratory
Medicine, BIRDEM Hospital.

Dr Nazrul Islam
Virologist, Former Vice
Chancellor, BSMMU.

Professor Md. Sayedur Rahman
Chairman, Department of
Pharmacology, BSMMU
Chairman of Bangladesh
Pharmacological Society.

COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN BANGLADESH

RAPID ASSESSMENT ON FEAR AND STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH THE

Topic: Sharing the results of a rapid assessment on fear and stigma associated with the

COVID-19 pandemic in Bangladesh.

Date : 2 May, 2020 | Published on Facebook

Panelist: Moderator:

Dr Shahaduz Zaman
Senior Lecturer,
Brighton and Sussex
Medical School
(BSMS), UK.
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Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH,;
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch.
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Date : 5 June, 2020

Panelist:

Moderator:

Md. Asadul Islam

Health Services Division,
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW).

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman
Chairperson, BRAC;
Executive Chairman, Power
and Participation Research
Centre (PPRC).

Robert Yates

Executive Director, Centre
for Universal Health at
Chatham House, UK.

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of
BRAC; Advisor, BRAC
JPGSPH; Convener,
Bangladesh Health Watch.

FUTURE HEALTH SYSTEMS FOR BANGLADESH: THE CASE FOR
UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE (UHC)

Fahmida Khatun
Executive Director, Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

Mohammod Shabhidullah
Former Pro-VC of BSMMU
and Lead of COVID-19
National Technical Advisory
Committee.

BRAC JPGSPH AND BHW: LAUNCH OF 6 RESEARCH STUDIES

Topic: BRAC JPGSPH and BHW unveiled the research findings of six different studies
through a virtual press launch. The studies that looked at the impact of the coronavirus outbreak

on the general and mental health of the population at large, RMG workers, frontline health
workers and marginalised groups - including the transgender community in Bangladesh.

Date : 18 April, 2020

Panelist:
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Dr Yasmin Ahmed
Adviser,
Bangladesh Health Watch.

Professor Sabina Faiz Rashid
Dean and Director, Centre
of Excellence for Gender,
Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights
(CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH.

Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury
former Vice Chair of BRAC;
Advisor, BRAC JPGSPH;
Convener, Bangladesh
Health Watch.
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