













































































In the movie we see the Arab’s obsession towards American women, which is similar to
Westerners’ idea that the Africans crave for white women. This is how the Westerners
represent their version of reality to the world which contributes to their agenda of

‘colonization of the minds’.

So we can see how decolonization of the mind is becoming harder day by day. If
someone tries to decolonize his/her mind from one version of colonization, it
automatically falls into another colonizing scheme of mind because of the practice going
on throughout the world. Should we give up and accept mind colonization as unbeatable?
Or is there something to do against it where we do not have to remove our autonomy. The
answer | suggest is “yes”. The colonized can use socio-political will and power in order
to be successful and equal to the whites. Once the colonizers lose their special authority
over the world that will be resulted in absolute decolonization, i.e., a total rejection of the
colonizer’s mental framework. After successfully completing the de-colonization of the
mind, one can re-frame his/her mind with a new mental framework where there will be

no fear of rejection and which is ready for all the achievements of the life.



Chapter 3: The Silenced Majority

In the previous chapter, we have seen how colonization includes not only the
emasculation of the colonized nation but also its dreadful impact on the colonized
people’s mind and fate. We have also seen how the colonizers have methodically and
deceitfully taken possession over foreign land, as well as their people and their mind. In
this chapter we will take an in-depth look at the selected texts-- Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness, Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea and Ghosh’s The
Shadow Lines-- to show how the colonial encounter restructured and subjugated the

colonized countries in terms of race, gender and ethnicity.

Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness is a very important work of the Western canon
dealing with colonial exploitation and oppression of the Africans. It was published in the
year 1902 when the process of invasion and annexation of African territory was at its
zenith which was done by European powers during the New Imperialism period.”’Most
of Conrad’s works are based on his own experiences. Heart of Darkness can also be
called his autobiographical work. This novella is basically based on his experience of a
visit to the Congo. Ever since his boyhood Conrad was fascinated by Africa and this
emotion is reflected in his protagonist Marlow’s wish to visit Africa. By the time Conrad
reached Congo, colonial exploitation had already begun in the name of spreading

Christianity and civilization. Whatever the author observed during his visit was not

25http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_of_Darkness



pleasant at all; he was shocked by what he saw. The life the natives were leading under
Belgian rule, the mentality and brutality of the white traders and the manner in which

they treated the native Africans upset Conrad a lot.

Though Conrad witnessed the injustice, greed, cruelty and the cunning of the whites and
also showed his objection towards such misrule; to some extent he became a part of the
white imperialist community when he wrote about Africa as a Dark Continent and
presented the Africans as savages. In this novella, we find Conrad as a pessimist who
looks at the dark side of life only. He rarely speaks about the joys of life. Not only the
title of the book but also the story itself is dark and poignant. His imperialistic voice
comes out while describing Africa and the people living within. It should be noticed that
the author who described Africa in such a way, and the white rulers who are ruling that
continent, are not aware of the nature of their description and actions. The white traders
believe they are helping the Africans by colonizing them and the author believes he is
helping the Africans by letting the world know about their actual condition. Both the
parties are unaware about the fact that their minds have been colonized by others; whose

agents they have become by doing such deeds that the emperor wants them to do.

Africa is the second largest and second most populous continent of the world. Instead of
being the second most populous country, the European imperial power took hold over
Africa by doing major territorial scramble and occupied most of the continent by creating

many colonial territories. In Heart of Darkness we get to see the Africa where colonial



been the policy of the colonizers to enter a country with the mission of spreading
Christianity. Later by conversion, trade and commerce they grew so powerful that it

became difficult for people of the conquered country to drive them out.

The main theme of the novel is the clash between the civilization of the white people and
the way of life of the black natives of Africa. Marlow was sympathetic towards the native
Africans but at the same time he continuously portrays them as savages. When Marlow
first encounters the natives, he hears a loud cry. The cry gives rise to a feeling of terror in
Marlow instead of evoking the emotion of sympathy. Marlow sees a line of natives, tied
with iron chain and collar. They were criminals who had failed to obey the law of the
whites. All of them were at a very bad condition as if they were dying. According to
Marlow, this human column of black natives looked like a line of black ants! Though the
scene seemed pathetic to Marlow but the description he puts is very unpleasant. In the
description of the row of black natives as black ants we do not find any sympathy, but a

lot of prejudice for sure.

“They were not enemies, they were not criminals, they were nothing earthly now,
nothing but black shadows of disease and starvation...”**
Only bad, ominous things are mentioned about the native Africans; everything evil is

compared to them. From the two black women Marlow encounters in front of the head

quarter, to Mr. Kurtz’s unnamed mistress, all the descriptions give an even stronger
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impression that he is in the midst of evil and darkness. Moreover, the country is stated as
a dark continent throughout the book. As if, there is nothing good about Africa and the

native Africans.

From the very beginning of the novel we note Conrad’s pessimistic portrayal of Africa;
even when he has not visited Africa. Throughout his journey, Marlow gets the feeling
that there is something unreal about what he is seeing in his voyage. The sights what he
observes and also the living condition of the Africans, throw his sense of reality into

confusion.

“The idleness of a passenger, my isolation amongst all these men with who I had no
point of contact, the oily and languid sea, the uniform somberness of the coast,
seemed to keep me away from the truth of things, within the toil of a mournful and

" 27
senseless delusion.”

Marlow’s prejudice comes out shamelessly in the above lines; where he states that even
the shadow of black people is black. So the suffering the native black people were going
through did not actually matter, it is only their color which matters. The culture, the
possibility in them is lost somewhere in the description by a white author; the color

becomes the identity of the Africans. The author successfully figures out the white man’s




central position of power in the novel but while describing the black people, only his
racist voice come across. It should be noted that, Conrad himself was among the
colonized as he was a Polish born English author. His father was a Polish nationalist.
Though later he moved to England but his root was that of a colonized nation. It is
unexpected to see his description of the marginalized which is a harsh one, when he was
one of them. So from his description of the native Africans we can assume that he has
adopted the colonizer’s epistemic principle of ‘invidious comparison’ by figuring the
African natives savages. As it has been mentioned in the previous chapter that the
colonized distinguish themselves as inferior to the colonizer because of the colonial
experience they had experienced and later try to identify themselves with the empire. But
as they are different from the colonizer in cultural, traditional, and religious backgrounds,
they can never successfully relate themselves with the colonizer either. In this novella we
have seen, though Marlow was one of the members of the group of white colonizers, still
he could not relate himself with what was going on in Congo in the name of civilization.
He could not adopt the brutal behavior of the Whites because he could not associate
himself with the job which had made him one of them, at the same time could not
consider the natives as civilized humans. So here the author himself is the biggest
example of colonization of the mind. He suffers in limbo because of his subjectivity is
constituted by the shifting of power and gets lost in the dividing line drawn by the

colonizer.



Conrad’s description of Africa contains many elements of Orientalism, which is defined
by Edward Said as “a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on the
Orient’s special place in the European western...The Orient has helped to define Europe
(or the West) as its contrasting image, idea, personality and experience.””® Orientalism is
based on the idea that Europe is superior as they hold a higher position in almost every
field. Thus, as Europe is civilized and rational, the East is essentially the binary opposite;

that is barbaric and irrational.

In the whole novel we do not get to see any African coming out of these situations nor do
we note any hint of rebellion in them. Because of the cultural and political hegemony the
Africans were compelled to accept this way of life. Colonization of mind made them
powerless to resist against such situations. As if the Africans had taken their living
conditions for granted. Because of colonization they were living under such misrule but
because of the colonization of the mind they could not even come out of this situation;
even though they were larger in number than the white rulers. None of them raised their
voice against the white traders because their minds had collapsed due to the process of
colonizing; they had accepted the fact that they were fated to be subjugated.
Colonization of the mind is achieved when the colonized adopts the colonizer’s principle
and lives his life as such. When the colonized think of themselves as inferior and the
colonizers as superior and live under their subjugation, then that situation gives birth to
the colonization of the mind. It is the white man’s burden that the native Africans were

carrying.




In the beginning of the story Marlow was examined by the company’s doctor who told
him that whoever goes to the Dark Continent becomes mad after going there. This
statement suggests that Africa is a dark continent which drives normal people crazy;
especially the whites who are not strong enough to cope with the madness offered by the
dark country. Mr. Kurtz is an example of such an interpretation. According to Marlow,
Mr. Kurtz is the character that sums up the whole essence of the barbarism and the
savagery of the natives. Instead of civilizing the natives, Mr. Kurtz becomes a barbarian.
He began to identify himself with the savages by participating in their customs and
ceremonies. Kurtz was one of the most proficient white man from whom the Belgians
were expecting huge business of ivory. But the close company of the savages made him

one of them.

Marlow thinks the talent of Mr. Kurtz has turned into primitive instinct in the company of
the savages. By living into the heart of darkness, Mr. Kurtz has become a dark, sinister
person. If we consider Kurtz as an African because of his diversion, we can interpret his
situation differently. As Kurtz became one of the native Africans, he could not
distinguish himself from the Africans. So the colonization of the mind which is
embedded in the native Africans might be shifted to Mr. Kurtz as well. May be that is

why he can not come out of that horrific situation just like the native Africans.

In this novel no voice is given to any native African. Marlow and other white rulers have

given a one sided depiction of the whole situation. But there must be an other side of the



coin which only could be revealed by the natives. We never get to hear of their sufferings

and their opinions in their own voice; it is someone else who tells their stories.

After 56 years of the publication of this novel, in 1958 a Nigerian novelist Chinua
Achebe came up with his famous novel Things Fall Apart as a response to Conrad’s
Heart of Darkness and questions the morality of Conrad’s novel. According to Achebe,
Conrad is a great story teller but the way he described Africa and her people is very much
objectionable and should be questioned. His novels are read in serious academics, giving
the students a false impression about Africa.” So as a response to the Conrad novel,
Achebe wrote Things Fall Apart which talks about the clash between African Ibo culture
and European colonialism. The novel depicts how an alien culture leveled the traditional
Ibo culture and in the end how a traditional society which had its own precious norms and
values falls apart. Though the message of this novel is different from Conrad’s novel, but
still there is one thing common between these two novels. In both the novels we can see
how colonization of mind occurs and how through domination the white rulers

psychologically cultivate colonial slaves.

Things Fall Apart is certainly not the first African novel but it was probably the first
work in which the author represents the African experience in a narrative which is
different from other colonial novel. Achebe’s goal in this novel is to let the people know

that the African did not hear of culture for the first time from the Europeans. They have



always had their own identity, culture, norms which is precious to them and no one has

the right to demoralize that.

Things Fall Apart focuses on Nigeria’s early experience with colonialism. This novel
tells a story of African Igbo village of late 1800’s and one of its great men, Okonkwo,
who has achieved much in his life. He was a man of action, who never feared war. He is a
champion wrestler, wealthy farmer, husband of three wives, a title holder among his
people. The conflict of the novel lies in Okonkwo, where we see through a series of
incidents, how an alien and more powerful culture erased his traditional values and

caused the traditional society to fall apart.

Okonkwo’s eldest son Nwoye caused him anxiety because Nwoye is not as Okonkwo
expected his son to be. Okonkwo wanted Nwoye to be a prosperous farmer and a man of

action just like him. Okonkwo says:

“I will not have a son who cannot hold up his head in the gathering of the clan. 1

would sooner, strangle him with my own hands.”*°

Though Okonkwo’s treatment towards his son was harsh but he wanted him to be a
successful man in his life which every affectionate father wants his son to be. He wanted
his son to grow up as a tough and prosperous man who might administrate his father’s

household and position in the society. It was only due to this reason Okonkwo used to
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scold and beat his son. He also encouraged him by telling masculine stories. After the
death of his loving friend Ikemefuna and some horrific customs like burying the twins,
his soul turned against his religion and customs. Later on when the missionaries came to
their village they influenced Nwoye a lot. They talked about new God, who is the only
creator of the world. The Gods they used to believe in are false and deceitful who require
sacrifice by killing innocent children. Nwoye was captivated by what the white
missionaries told him. “He felt a relief within as the hymn poured into his parched
soul...Nwoye’s callow mind was greatly puzzled™', as he was attracted to the new
religion, new identity. This is when his mind becomes a victim of colonization by wiping
out the beliefs that he had held till then. The white men came to colonize them in the
disguise of missionaries and attracted them towards a new identity which created
hegemony. People like Nwoye are not as they used to be, they turned into New Men who
have to shed their previous lives. They became hybrid human beings who are always in

search of their actual identity.

When Okonkwo heard that Nowye had become a Christian, he could not accept that
easily and hit him with heavy sticks. Nwoye walked out and never returned to his house.

He went to Umuofia with a new name “Isaac”. Though adopting Christianity gave a new
turn to Nwoye’s life but his family life fell apart. His father’s dream was shattered after
this incident. Okonkwo could not hold Nwoye after all those beating as Nwoye’s mind

was totally captured by the missionaries. Nwoye and other youths of Ibo society were
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entrapped in the net of a new religion, new norms, though they could not understand
properly the logic preached by the missionaries. In spite of that he wished to give up his
religion and the identity of his ancestors. This is how a family and its hopes are shattered

through the colonization of the mind.

After seven years of exile when Okonkwo returned to his village, he saw that the
missionaries” movement was at its climax. Previously, Ibo people were happy until
external forces stepped into their village. The village, its rituals, customs and religions are
no longer there as before. Okonkwo saw a wind of change which caused him pain. He
could not adopt the changes brought by the white men. He wanted to change the new
wave single handedly as no one was there to help him. Even his own son turned against

him.

“The white man is very clever. He came quietly and peaceably with his
religion...Now he won our brothers, and our clan can no longer act like one. He has

put knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen apart.” =

It became impossible for Okonkwo to fight against the white men when his clan members
had turned against each other. The primitive people were unable to face the challenges
posed to them when they are divided among themselves. At the end Okonkwo had to

commit suicide because he failed to save his culture from ruin. He failed to change
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himself according to the changed circumstances. He was the one whose mind was not
colonized but his distinctiveness from the white ruling society punished him with the

penalty of his life and a flourishing society fell apart.

Despite being two contrasting novels, there is something common between Heart of
Darkness and Things Fall Apart. In both the novels women are not significant to the plot.
In Things Fall Apart we get to see some female characters but of less importance.
Moreover, no voice is given to the women characters of Heart of Darkness. During the
period of colonization women were also the sufferers, but what sufferings they had gone
through and what happened to them later is not mentioned in these two novels. On her

essay ‘Can the subaltern Speak?’, Spivak mentions-

“As object of colonialist historiography and as subject of insurgency, the ideological
construction of gender keeps the male dominant. If, in the context of colonial
production, the subalterns has no history and cannot speak, the subaltern as female is

even more deeply in shadow.”

This point of Spivak has raised some question like- can the voice of the subalterns be
recovered to know what has happened with them during colonization and how the after
effect has hampered them? It seems like their voice is lost forever in the colonial

discourses. This can be another strategy of the colonizers to mute a part of past forever.

%Can the subaltern Speak? Colonial Discourse and Post Colonial Theory, ed. William and Chrisman Pp.
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There is a phrase called ‘double colonization’ which is used by author Kirsten Holst
Peterson and Anna Rutherford which refers to the way women have experienced the
oppression of colonialism and patriarf:,hy.34 In their edited book 4 Double Colonisation:
Colonial and Post-Colonial Women’s Writing (Dangaroo, 1986); they mention how
colonialism celebrates male achievements while women are represented as joining
together with patriarchal values. This is how women are doubly colonized, by colonial
realities and representations as subjugated, and by patriarchal suppression too. In the
novel we get to see how the women characters are suppressed and beaten. Anything bad
or weak is considered as feminine. Okonkwo himself was very much ignorant about
women but when he was banished from his own village; his mother’s land gave him
shelter. In Heart of Darkness and Things Fall Apart, women are not given any
respectable position in society or in life. They are portrayed as a product of men’s desire

and child bearer and no voice is given to them.

Jean Rhys’ post colonial novel Wide Sargasso Sea also acquaints us with women’s
double colonization which was published in 1966, almost six years after Things Fall
Apart was published. This is a story of a girl named Antoinette who tells the Caribbean

experience with colonization along with the story of her life, starting from her childhood
to her marriage to an unnamed Englishman. As the novel and their relationship
progresses, Antoinette, who is renamed Bertha by her White husband, degenerates into

madness. There are three parts of the novel, first of which takes place in Coulibri, where
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she spent her childhood. She is a white Creole who was the daughter of ex-slave owner
and brought up in the Caribbean. Throughout Antoinette's childhood, she had
experienced unfriendliness between their white aristocracy and the servants they employ.
As she was neither white nor black; she felt isolated from the society she lived in and
could not relate to anyone around her. This is the problem suffered by mix blooded
people; living in limbo. They feel like an outsider even in the country they are born and
brought up. Their ethnic identity makes them distinguishable from other people. Jean
Rhys was also born in the Caribbean Island and had a significant relationship with
Caribbean and Britain. So she has also suffered this complicated sense of belonging with
both the places. Same as Antoinette, as a descendent of white slave owning class, her
relationship with the Caribbean was not pleasant and as a Caribbean white woman she
could not consider herself as a British. For the same reason Antoinette has spent her
childhood days in isolation. She was not even happy with her family as her mother spent
little time with her and also had mental illness. Her only companion Tia also turns against
her suddenly. The relationship between white and black communities becomes tense
when the power of the plantation owing class declined. Antoinette was the victim of that

tension.

Antoinette's husband, an unnamed Englishman, narrates the second part of the novel. He
mentions he married Antoinette for the money her father offered. When they arrive at
Antoinette's inherited estate, the man feels increasingly uncomfortable around the
servants and his young wife who seemed strange to him. To him that place is the ‘other’

which is a satanic and apocalyptic location.



“I hated the mountains and the hills, the rivers and the rain. I hated the sunsets of
whatever colour, I hated its beauty and its magic and the secret I would never know.
[ hated its indifference and the cruelty which was part of its loveliness. Above all I
hated her.”**
This is one element which we can particularly focus on to show how colonization affects
one’s mind. In the quotation above the husband ignores the cultural specificity. He
refuses to learn Antoinette’s view. In this clash of perspective we can trace a contrast of
power, which is simultaneously colonial and patriarchal.®® Antoinette felt her husband
hates her and asks Christophine for a magic love tonic. She tries hard to save her
marriage and relationship with her husband. But he later sleeps with the servant girl
named Amelie which Antoinette is aware of. This incident makes her mad. Drunk and
wild, she begs with the man to stop calling her "Bertha,"” a name he has given her without
explanation. By giving this name he claims the authority over her representation. This is
where we can see double colonization of woman who is at first subjugated by the venom
of colonization and later on suppressed by patriarchal society. Names are central to our
sense of identity. By constantly changing her name Antoinette’s identity is thrown into
crisis. Antoinette’s husband chooses to believe an outsider that “there is madness in that
family”.?” In this chapter his masculine voice defines Antoinette by reconstructing her

character and imposes judgment on her behavior.

**Rhys, Jane. Wide Sargasso Sea. P.-172
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The last part of the novel is described by Antoinette from England where she is locked in
a room in her husband’s house. Antoinette has no sense of time or place; she does not

even believe she is in England.

“There is no looking glass here and I don't know what I am like now. I remember
watching myself brush my hair and how my eyes looked back at me. The girl I saw
was myself yet not quite myself... Now they have taken everything away. What am

I doing in this place and who am 7%

The above lines describe Antoinette’s condition in England where she is locked in a room
alone; where there is no mirror which can show her how she looks like. It should be
noticed that in the novel we get to see the mention of mirror so many times. Antoinette’s
mother had the habit of looking at her reflections in the mirror which Antoinette later on
adopted. As if they were looking for their actual identity in the mirror but fail. Later on

the mirror is taken away from Antoinette, which was the only way left to her to search
herself. Because of the torment she has gone through she can not remember who she is.
The curse of colonization of the mind can not be explained more vibrantly than this one
which makes the victim forget her own identity and throw her into a madness from which

she never recovers.

Antoinette dreamt about taking exploring the house's downstairs quarters. In her dream,

she lights candles and sets the house on fire. One night she wakes up from this dream and
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feels she must take action on it. The novel ends with Antoinette holding a candle and
walking in a dark passage. The ending invites us to think how colonial and patriarchal
impulses are intertwined where the voice of the subalterns are silenced and how the effect
of colonization immobilize human mind that it can never go back to normalcy. “Method
of psychological manipulation” which is the technique of the colonizers of creating
authority over the mind of the minorities has caused Antoinette to fall into such condition.
She was disconnected from the place where she was born. Her husband shifted her to
England to practice his control over her. As the previous chapter describes, the process
which can be called “deculturalization’ consists of steps like feeling ashamed of oneself,
admiring the Whites and being rewarded by the Whites. Antoinette could not adapt to the
changes brought about by colonization. So in spite of being rewarded she had to pay for
her disloyalty. It is a prime example of mind colonization which, later on became the

reason of their downfall.

Amitav Ghosh’s novel The Shadow lines is set against the backdrop of historical events
like Second World War, Partition of India and Communal riots of 1963-64 in Dhaka and
Calcutta.” Though we do not get to see any direct link of the novel with colonization but
the narrator’s father’s cousin, named Tridib is the character which helps us to understand
the impact of colonization of mind to an extent. Tridib’s Second World War experience
in London and his violent death twenty five years later in Dhaka is very essential to
understand the tension brought by colonization which is still there after so many years of

decolonization. This book was published in 1988, almost 86 years after Heart of
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Darkness had been published. It is a very important text which makes us realize that even
though years have passed; still we suffer the in-between-ness which colonization has
given birth to. This novel sums up recurrent post colonial issues, such as the search for
identity, the need for independence and the difficult relationship with colonial culture and
the use of personal memory to understand the past. These psychological imbalances
cannot be solved even after independence. Moreover, because of imperialism,
independence remains a distant concept for the colonized people and not a real
experience. With their minds colonized, the once colonized find themselves lost in the
postcolonial society that fails to offer a sense of national unity and identity. Amitav
Ghose’s The Shadow Lines shows such constant shifts between the past and present
resulting in internal chaos, social and psychological disturbances which is the legacy of

colonization.

The novel which talks about the partition of India and Communal riots of 1963-64 in
Dhaka and Calcutta is written in English. It could have been written in other language,
Language of the inhabitants of these two countries. But because of the supremacy of
English language which has been accepted by the author has compelled him to use the
language of the oppressor. This is another version of colonization; as the colonizers are
gone from the country but they have left behind their rules and regulation, language,
social periphery in the colonized nations. That is why the once-colonized nations practice

the language of the colonizer as well as maintain the social margins set by them.



The narrator considers Tridib as his idol. His voyage of self discovery is very much
influenced by Tridib, as well as by Ila. Both of them had been to England and gave the
young narrator “worlds to travel in and eyes to see them with.” Their western ways of
living creates an exotic appeal for them in the narrator’s mind. The narrator’s fascinations
about the Empire remind us the story of The Mimic Man; a novel written by V.S. Naipaul
which describes a newly independent country in the Caribbean and its people. The
colonial experience has made them feel inferior to the colonizer. Colonial education,
culture, discipline, success, and achievements are so huge that the natives consider their
own culture, customs and traditions, religion, and race to be inferior to the colonizer and
try to identify themselves with the empire. As a result they suffer from dislocation,
placelessness and loss of identity. They become mimic men who imitate the colonizer's
life styles, values, and views. Tridib was a man who liked and followed the Western
lifestyle which influenced the narrator a lot. Tridib also fell in love with an English Lady
named May Price. The dislocation and loss of identity can also be compared with the
narrator’s Tha 'mma’s experience. She was in East Pakistan before partition and when she
visits Dhaka she could not relate herself with the Dhaka of her childhood. There is a
character named Jethamoshai who decided not to move anywhere during the partition of
India and communal riots. He says-

“I don’t believe in India-Shindia. It’s all very well, you're going away now, but

suppose when you get there they decide to draw another line somewhere? What will

you do then? Where will you move to? No on will have you anywhere. As for me, I

was born here, and I'll die here.”*?
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Jethamoshai questions the ideology of nationalism in the given lines. One is more secure
and mentally at peace in his/her homeland. Jethamoshai’s sense of belongingness is
attached with this place. Later on Jethamoshai and Tridib were killed by a mob. May
Price and other characters were being haunted by the horror of that situation for so many
years. The riot which was raised to bring freedom becomes a mirage for all the people
who have witnessed its rough treatment. This novel seeks to redefine nationalism and
questions the shadow line that creates boundaries between countries that were once a part
of the same sub-continent. Europe has left from the place after decolonization but still the
once colonized countries are engaged in riots and subsequent partitions. The seed of
destruction that the colonizers once sowed still remains in the colonized people who still
fight for freedom as these psychological problems cannot be solved after independence is
achieved. Independence itself becomes a word but not a real experience. This sub-
continent was once colonized by the British but the regional and ethnical colonization is a
recurrent phase among these people. How can they gain independence regionally right
after coming out of a massive damage of colonization? People want to draw lines
between borders but there are countless borders which divide people from others and
from themselves. Though there is no point of doing so. All boundaries are artificial. The
narrator's grandmother wonders how people know where the border between Pakistan

and India lies, if there is no way to mark it:

"I mean, where's the difference, then?", she asks her son, "And if there's no
difference, both sides will be the same; it will be just like it used to be before, when

we used to catch a train in Dhaka and get off in Calcutta the next day without



anybody stopping us. What was it all for then - Partition and the killing and

everything - if there isn't something in between?"*'

Here Tha’mma is wondering if there is no line that literally divides two countries, what is
the point of partition then. Why all the chaos and killing for? This constant shift between
the past and the present is the reason behind internal chaos, social and psychological
disturbances which any post colonial man suffers. Because of these riots countries like
India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh still suffer from social and racial unrest and economic

problems.
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Conclusion

In the previous chapters we have seen how the scenario driven by colonization, in three
different continents and in four diverse time frames, did not change in 86 years. It is
difficult to eradicate the horrific experience of the past. It is even more difficult to scrub
out the whole set of beliefs, desires, fears, and mental habits that became a part of the
minds of the colonized, for a long time because of the continuous contact with the
colonizer. A difficult task is not something impossible to achieve. What I am calling for
is a paradigm shift from the dominant thinking which has resulted from imperialism and
colonization. A society can achieve political independence after the colonial period, but
still can remain a cultural colony in which any country is still enslaved by dominant
imperialistic forces. This happens when there is no change of thought in the
psychological level, even after independence. This paradigm shift requires every
colonized to be concerned about his own identity, culture and religion and at the same
time elimination of all the ideas from the psyche which colonization has brought. If
anyone refuses to surrender, he can not be enslaved. Steve Biko, the anti-apartheid
struggler has declared, “The greatest weapon in the hand of the oppressor is the mind of
the oppressed.” In a battle, if anyone becomes psychologically weak, that will be the
reason behind his physical defeat; because physical effect can not win over psychological
defeat. The marginalized should challenge the dominant ideology which will enable them

to reject the slavery of imperialism. It should be made explicit that rejecting imperialism

“http://www.crescenticit.com/columns/1-reflctions--zafar-bangash/2666-colonization-of-the-muslim-
mind.html



does not mean rejecting western ideas, innovation and culture; because-

*“...the history of all cultures is the history of cultural borrowings. Cultures are not
impermeable, just as western science borrowed from Arabs, they borrowed from
India and Greece. Culture is never just a matter of ownership, with borrowing and
lending with absolute debtors and creditors, but rather of appropriation, common
experiences and interdependencies of all kinds among different cultures. This is a
universal norm. Who has yet determined how much the domination of others

contributed to the enormous wealth of the English and French state?”®’

So for the colonized to move forward they can adopt western ideas, pursue studies in the
West, learn their language and so on; but they must reject imperialistic notions of them
being inferior. The paradigm shift needs a mental de-colonization, to come out of the

mental trauma of colonial experience, perceptions and stereotypical images.

* Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism. Pp 261-262
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