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Call to encourage women’s
participation in local govt

oo STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Speakers at a programme on
Wednesday said that the growing
participation of women in local gov-
ernment process can contribute not
only to economic development but
also to building the nation.

They stressed the need for run-
ning the local government more lib-
erally for an effective local govern-
ment.

They made the remarks at the na-
tional conference on Swiss Develop-
ment Cooperation (SDC) Local Gov-
ernance Project ‘Sharique’ at the Le
Meridien Hotel in the city.

State Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Rural Development and Coop-
eratives Moshiur Rahman Ranga,
Ambassador of Switzerland to
Bangladesh Christian Fotsch and In-
dian eminent speaker on grassroots
democracy and also former minister
in India for the ministry of Pan-
chayetraj Mani Shankar Aiyar spoke
at the conference.

Addressing the programme, Ran-
ga said that local government is func-
tioning in five tiers and the incum-
bent government has strengthened
local government following the rules
and regulations.

“There are still several problems
prevailing in our local government
system and it will be okayed fully af-
ter couple of years,” he said.

About the interference of Mem-
ber of Parliament in the local gov-
ernment activities, he said that mem-
bers of parliament and upazila chair-
man are now being helpful and not
interfering in the basic activities of
local government.

He also said that empowerment of
women is taking shape with the
growing number of women’s partici-
pation in the local government.

Renowned speaker Mani Shankar
said that role of women in the sys-
tem of democracy and development
is crucial where local government is
an effective tool for ensuring
women'’s participation in the system.

Citing an example of India, he
said that 15 states of India have 50
percent reserved seats for the women
in the local government system.

When it happens, there is an ex-
plosion of women'’s power and they
will contribute extensively to the bet-
terment of country’s economy, he
said.

Stressing the need for accounta-
bility of local representatives, he
said that accountability of the elect-
ed public representatives strength-
en the local government more in-
tensely.

Swiss ambassador Fotsch said
that the Switzerland government is
committed to working in strengthen-
ing the local government and
Sharique project is part of their com-
mitment.

Secretary of Disaster Manage-
ment and Relief ministry Md. Shah
Kamal, Finance Ministry joint secre-
tary Habibur Rahman presented two
separate keynote papers in the con-
ference.
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