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1. Introduction

The society we live in abides us with rules constructed amidst a mist of power relations. As
part of the common gentry we seldom get a chance or even bother to take a look into the reasons
behind following the socially constructed rules. Media plays an essential and, to an extent, a
mandatory role in keeping one, even if least interested, updated with his/her surroundings and
concerns. It has become a part of our daily lives in such a way that we, intentionally or
unintentionally, rely upon the news that it provides us with. As a requirement to complete my
Bachelors of Arts in English from the Department of English and Humanities of BRAC
University, | chose Media and Cultural Studies as my concentration because it would provide me
with a chance and route to trace to the roots of “news” that claims to feed our queries and
curiosities. Mainstream media enjoys an advantage of appreciation based upon our dependency
on it for updated news and information but, on the contrary, is also criticised for exploiting this
advantage. My internship at Dhaka Tribune was also an opportunity for me to balance my
curiosity and skepticism concerning the world of media by looking into the authenticity and
fairness of the news that we are regularly being bombarded with.

I decided to intern at Dhaka Tribune because of its transparency in practice. The policy of
Dhaka Tribune advocates zero tolerance for sexual or any other form of harassment by anyone at
all levels. The employees share a healthy working environment where fruitful team work is
conducted in a cooperative and respectful atmosphere. The editorial policy of Dhaka Tribune is
characterized as a liberal one, and is implemented at the workplace with a positive outlook
towards new and creative ideas.

| interned at the Showtime desk of Dhaka Tribune. The Showtime page was initially

published as the Entertainment page before the newspaper changed its layout from broadsheet to
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compact on 1* March 2015. The Showtime desk, a part of the Features Department, deals with
news and reviews about events, world cinema, music, movies, theatres, radio, and lives and
works of celebrities. | chose to intern at the Showtime desk because what the diverse elements of
the page talk about suited my interest. These elements include movies, events, lifestyles and
works of national and international celebrities, and a deeper look into where reality is blurred by

media representation.
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2. A brief history of Dhaka Tribune

Dhaka'l'ribune

Dhaka Tribune is a Bangladeshi English-language compact newspaper which was launched

as a broadsheet on 19™ April, 2013. K. Anis Ahmed is the publisher of the newspaper, while
Zafar Sobhan serves as the editor. Dhaka Tribune practices fair and objective journalism under
the motto “The news you want. No more, no less.” The newspaper represents the voice of the
progressive population of Bangladesh, and pledges to its readers to seek the truth, deliver the
facts and offer relevant context and analysis where it is appropriate. The organization strives to
address the readers’ concerns with a non-judgemental and objective tone. It serves to the readers’
benefit of making educated choices by providing authentic news
including all relevant opinions, and ensuring that no significant
strand of thought is neglected. Dhaka Tribune’s current slogan is “I

am made in Bangladesh” which was initially “Glad to be a

Bangladeshi.”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K._Anis_Ahmed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zafar_Sobhan
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3. Interning at the Showtime desk of Dhaka Tribune

My internship experience at the Showtime desk of Dhaka Tribune has been a beautiful
journey of exploration and learning. It was a challenging task for me to maintain focus during the
internship period, and simultaneously attain good grades in the two other courses that | had taken
during the same semester. The thorough support and guidance from my supervisor Ms. Sabrina
Fatma Ahmad (Editor of the Features department), and my immediate supervisor Mr. Hasan
Mansur Chatak, at the Showtime desk kept me motivated through every hurdle and

disappointment.

My internship experience at the Showtime desk not only propelled me to explore and utilize
my highest potential, but it also required me to do a lot of research. In the three months allotted
for my internship | also had to expand my knowledge that was not always enough to respond
with urgency to the diverse elements that the Showtime page dealt with. This was also taken into
account at the Showtime desk, and whenever crucial topics came up in which | did not have
adequate knowledge, my entire team guided me towards where my potential could serve to the

immediate benefit of the Showtime page.
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4. News stories

Interning at the Showtime page initially seemed to be apt for my personal interest of
exploring the various cultures and colours shown in media. | am also enthusiastic about writing
poems in both English and Hindi languages. During my internship, | was required to write news
stories that demanded stating rigid facts within a specific word allocation. It was challenging to
write articles summarizing details to fit a rigid structure. My knack of creative writing and
playing with words caused a hindrance in writing the lead paragraphs. The word-limit of these
articles varied depending on the prominence of the topics and positioning of the articles
compared to other articles on the same page that did not have equal amount of prominence and
therefore space. The word-limits were similar to the ones that | was given in the Eng440: English
for Print Media course at BRAC University. Within a range of words that varied mostly below
500 words, | was required to incorporate the necessary details while also maintaining consistency
and flow of transition within and between paragraphs. This also required me to maintain
precision with words and authenticity while stating hard facts. These are skills that | had learnt in

the Eng404: Copywriting and Eng440: English for Print Media courses at BRAC University.



Munawar 10

5. Translations

The majority of children in Bangladesh who belong from the lower middle-class families to
those from a higher social class are more likely to be bilinguals. This can also be observed
through the prevalence of code-switching which also suggests the decreasing necessity of
translations in the bilingual Bangladesh. During my internship period at the Dhaka Tribune, a
Bangladeshi English-language newspaper, | realized the significance of precise and meaningful
translation, and of studies that revolve around it. Translation as a product in media has something
more to it in most cases. Besides translating articles and press releases at the Showtime desk, 1
was also required to paraphrase articles and preserve the precise meanings of the source texts.
Direct quotes had to be cautiously translated from Bengali sources to ensure equivalence of
meaning while gathering information for news-stories written in English. While translating
articles about advertisements, | also used transliterations since the names of the products had to
be kept unchanged. For example, while translating a press release about the ad-shoot for ‘RFL
Murgir Khancha’ from Bengali to English, I had to transliterate the name of the product. Since
the original advertisement was produced for a Bengali target audience, | used the transliteration
‘RFL Murgir Khancha’ in the translated copy, instead of translating the product name to ‘RFL
Hencoop.” But, translation for other news-stories required only free translation. Free translation
follows the sense-for sense strategy and aims at capturing the sense of the source text and
conveying it into the target text. According to Hervey, Higgins and Haywood, in their book
Thinking Spanish Translation: A Course in Translation Method, Spanish to English, in free
translation, “there is only a global correspondence between the textual units of the ST and those
of the TT” (12). This experience was different since the alterations in translating copies for

advertisements depended on the intended target audience, and the language in which the original
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advertisement was produced. | could relate this variation in translation, which was due to the
focus on the original intended target audience of the advertisement, to the Eng404: Copywriting
course that | took at BRAC University. Similar to the word-for-word translation that I had learnt
in the Eng465: Translation Studies course, | used direct translation while translating the list of
winners of the National Film Award 2014 from Bengali to English. Following is the source text
and the translated list of winners which was published within the article titled ‘National Film

Award 2014 announced.’
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National Film Award 2014: Full list of winners

Lifetime Achievement
Award: Tointly Syed
Hasanm Imam and Rani
Sarkar

Best Film; Brihonnoia,
Director Murad Parvez
Best Short-film: Gariwaia,
Director Ashraf Shighir
Best Director:; Zahidur
Rahim Anjan, Meghmallar
Best Actor: Ferdous
Ahmed, Ek cup cha

Best Actress: Iointly
Moushumi (Tarkata) and
Bidya Sinha Mim (JTonakir
Alo)

Best Actorina
Supporting Role: Ejazul
Islam, Tarkata

Best Actress ina
Supporting Role:
Chitrolekha Guho,
Ekattorer Ma Joroni

Best Actor in a Negative
Role (Villain): Tariq Anam
Khan, Desha: The Leader
Best Actor in a Comic
Role: Misha Sawdagar,
Olpo Oipo Premer Golpo
Best Child Artist:

Abir Hosgain Ankon,
Boishommo

Special Award as Best
Child Artist: Marjan
Hossgain Zara, Meghmallar
Best Music Director: Dr,
Saim Rana, Nekabborer
Mohaproyan

« Rest Male Playback
Singer: Mahluz Anam
James (Potakata
Khamchate), Desha: The
Leader

« Best Female Playback
Singer: Jointly Euna Laila
(Priya Tumi Shukhi Hou)
and Momtaz (Nekabborer
Muohaproyvam)

« Rest Lyrics: Masud
Pothik, Nekabborer
Mohaproyan

« Besl Music Composer:
Belal Khan, Nekabborer
Mohaproyan

« Best Story: Murad Farvez,
Brihonnola

= Best Screenplay: Saikat
Masir, Desha: The Leader

« Hest Dialogue; Murad
Parvez, Brihonnola

» Best Editing: Towhid
Hosgain Chowedhury,
Desha: The Leader

« Best Art Direction: Maruf
Samurai, Tarkala

« Rest Cinematography:
Mohammad Hossain Jemi,
Hoishommo

« Besl Sound Recording:
Ratan Paul, Meghmallar

« Best Costume Design:
Kanak Chanpa Chakma,
Jorakir Alo

« Rest Make-up: Abdwm
Rahman, Nekabborer
Mohaproyan
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https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160226215613-

ff7716f27345493e9ff6b3f89199b1df/3?e=6924309/33738588

6. Press Releases

A press release is often underestimated merely as a tool of persuasion used by advertisers.
According to Blake and Bly in their book The Elements of Copywriting: The Essential Guide to

Creating Copy that Gets the Results You Want:

A press release is picked up by the media because it contains news of interest to a number
of readers, viewers, or listeners - not because it is meant to persuade people to buy
something [...] Most people don’t realize that many news stories appearing in the media
have been generated by press releases. Reporters and editors can’t possibly cover every

story in person. They rely on press releases to generate ideas for articles (115).

The articles that | had written at the Showtime desk also consisted of information
accumulated from press releases which were mostly about movies, songs and events. The
problematic part in preparing articles from press releases is that it requires paraphrasing, and also
demands a tone that is not too mundane. | wrote several articles in English which were borrowed
from press releases in both English and Bengali languages. | was required to be careful in
avoiding clichés from the original press releases, and | also had to avoid repetitions that would
resonate similar articles in other newspapers. It was more difficult for me to write articles from
press releases written in English since they required paraphrasing without translation. It was a

challenge to reconstruct the sentences using synonyms and similar expressions. Below is a press


https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160226215613-ff7716f27345493e9ff6b3f89199b1df/3?e=6924309/33738588
https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160226215613-ff7716f27345493e9ff6b3f89199b1df/3?e=6924309/33738588
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release in Bengali that | had translated, and it is followed by the article in English which was
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Sutopar Thikana to
premiere in Malaysia

Feature Film

her oun
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'Showtime Desk

Sutopar Thikana (Her Own
Address) is all set to be released
in multiple countries across the
globe.

The film that depicts the de-
pendency of a South Asian woman
at various stages of life will be
released in Malaysia on March 3on
the occasion of the International
Women's Day to be observed on
March 8.

Before the countrywide release,
the movie will be screened twice
on March 2 at a theatre in Golden
Screen Cinemas located in Kuala
Lumpur’s Mid Valley.

Sutopar Thikana, the first
feature film to have received
government grant in Bangladesh,
was submitted to the censor beard
after the producer and the Malay-
sian distributor officially signed
the contract on February 19.

Upon receiving official cen-
sorship from the censor board of
Malaysia, the feature ilm will be
released in four multiplex halls of

the famous Golden Screen Cine-
mas in Malaysia: the Mid Valley,
Pavilion, 1 Utama in Petaling Jaya
and Gurney Plaza in Penang,

After the commercial release,
Sutopar Thikana will be shown in
two television channels of Malay-
sia and Brunei.

Sutopar Thikana, directed by
independent film-maker Pro-
shoon Rahman, who assisted late
Tareque Masud on a few projects,
15 a screen adaptation of the bock
titled, Ishhorer Ichhe Nei Roley,
written by the director himself.

The government-grant winning
project was released in a few the
atres in Dhaka on May 8, last year,
on the cccasion of Mother's Day.

After the premiere, the film was
shown in 12 districts and seven
universities.

Sutopar Thikana was also
screened simultaneously in 64
districts in the country during the
Bangladesh Film Festival organ-
ised by Shilpakala Academy in
December last year. »
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https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160301191706-

b4adeae3258c4c8chfa3b420203b106e/3?e=6924309/33830263

7. Event Reports

Event reporting was an opportunity and also a dare for me to transcend my comfort zone of
interning at the Showtime desk. | wrote two reports on events, one of which I had visited for
coverage from Dhaka Tribune. Similar to any formal event coverage, | was required to do
research beforehand and take notes of all necessary details. | was spared the task of on-spot
photography because the pictures for both the events were available for coverage. The
experience was similar to my event reporting experience in the Eng440: English for Print Media

course.

My first attempt at event reporting was moderately good. My entire team motivated me to
do better and | was also given elaborate instructions about on-spot reporting by Ms. Promiti
Prova Chowdhury, a journalist at the Showtime desk. She instructed me to give up all
presumptions and expectations about the event before it began, and to keep all my senses open
towards every detail including the ambience and audience. During my second event reporting
experience, | followed these instructions thoroughly. It not only made my report much more
efficient and lively, but also added a new, better and enjoyable dimension to my event reporting
experience. While writing the report | realized that the instructions also gave me the liberty and
hence courage to play with words as long as the facts remained unchanged. My event report had
sufficient content and details and was better than the previous one. Since my team members at

the Showtime desk insisted that | write a report on the event (Valentine’s Celebration with James


https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160301191706-b4adeae3258c4c8cbfa3b420203b106e/3?e=6924309/33830263
https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160301191706-b4adeae3258c4c8cbfa3b420203b106e/3?e=6924309/33830263
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& Sanam) that | attended with my personal expense, they supported me with guidelines, and the

results also contributed positively to the unity of our team. Both criticism and appreciation were

welcomed by the team as a whole. Here are my event reports with their links cited.

SNV Young Filmmakers awarded

lRashna Munawar

The SNV Young Filmmakers Short Film
Screening was held on Saturday, January
9, 2016 at the auditorium of Independent
University Bangladesh (IUB). The
screening and award ceremony of 10
selected short films by young filmmakers
in the development sector, along with a
short documentary on their journey in
the competition “Young Filmmakers in
Development” sector, were hosted by
Netherlands Development Organization.

With the curtains lifting at 3:35pm,
enthusiasm of the energetic audience was
heard till the programme concluded at
6:40pm with musical performances and
the stage drama called Two Sides of a Coin.
Zarin Zeba Khan - the communication
advisor at SNV and adjunct faculty at the
Business School of Independent University
of Bangladesh, expressed gratitude to
Enliven for technical support and Ekattor
TV, Dhaka Tribune, ABC Radio (89.2 FM)
and other media partners for their media
coverage.

Creative Eyes, a team from Green
University of Bangladesh was the winning
team that enthralled the judges with their
short film My Garments My family, which
was based on sexual and reproductive
health rights. The team received the award
and a prize money of Tk50,000 handed over

by Mujibur Rahman Khan.

High Hopes, a team from Independent
University Bangladesh, received the first
runner-up award from Zarin Zeba Khan for
their short film Priyo-opriyo.

Color Membrane, a team from
Government Shaheed Suhrawardy College
received the second runner-up award for
their short film TRAP.

The programme was an initiative taken
by SNV to empower young minds through
their contribution of fresh, innovative
and creative ideas into filmmaking in the
development sector. Students were given
the opportunity to attend a four-day expert
training session on SNV’s thematic area.
They were also provided with technical
guidance from Enliven to develop their
ideas behind their documentary film
productions.

Responded by 177 applicants from 35
universities, only nine winning teams were
selected for the final round. The winners
were selected by a panel of judges including
photographer Mujibur Rahman Khan,
cinematographer Asif Abedin, and actor and
director Shahed Ali. Themes included faecal
sludge it, inclusive b
and sexual and reproductive health rights.
To create more opportunities, an opening
for season two was declared on spot in the
introductory documentary by Enliven on
the journey of the Young Filmmakers. «

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160110211350-

130ac29adef84a0bb8eb571f57011313/31?e=0



http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160110211350-130ac29adef84a0bb8eb571f57011313/31?e=0
http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160110211350-130ac29adef84a0bb8eb571f57011313/31?e=0
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James and Sanam rock Dhaka

IRashna Munawar

The stage, set with red hearts in
starlit background, looked perfect
for Valentine’s Celebration with
James and Sanam on February 11 at
the Noboratri Hall of International
Convention City, Bashundhara,

The musical event began at
8:15pm with a performance by
children of the IQRA School
rendering the national anthem
and Tagore’s song Amra shobai
raja,

The applause for the young
performers was followed by
another performance by the

Photos: A) STUDIO PHOTOGRAPHY

legendary singer, James of Nogor
Baul. James perfermed a series

of popular numbers including
Kobita, Lace fita lace, Thakanaka
Jhakanaka and Chal chale apne
ghar. Audiences in parts of the hall
had their hands waving in sync
with Tarae tarae rotive debo. The
enthusiastic audience sang the
chorus for the song Pagla hawa,
which concluded with a comment
“Lootpaat kore dile guru” from the
audience,

Bheegi bheegi si hai, the last
song of the night by James at the
concert, concluded with a standing
gvation from the audience,

The concert continued with
a perfermance by the young and
sensational band Sanam, The
fabulous four, Sanam Puri, Samar
Puri, Venky S and Keshav, performed
a senies of songs including Yeh raate
veh mausam, Teri deewani, Main
tanu sarmjhawa ki, Lag ja gale, Mere
mehboob gayamat hogi and Roop tera
mastana, The audience sang along
with Sanam in many other songs but
were most audible duning Jee le zara.

Surprisingly, Sanam also sang in
Bangla for the audience of Dhaka,
The excitement alsc heightened
when Sanam Puri replied “I love
you too” to the audience that
maostly consisted of girls. Near
the end of the concert, Dipita, a
student of Advanced Levels, said
that she came to see Sanam and
expressed her heart’s content on
attending the event.

Adding to the eventful
night, band Sanam showed
their new music video Pehla
nasha, which was preparad to
premiere on February 12, The
concert concluded with Sanam’s
performance of the song Pal pal dil
ke paas,

The concert was organized
by Entourage Entertainment in
association with The Agency
Solution as a charity event to raise
funds for the IQRA Scheol that
educates children from Korail
slum. «

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160214194215-

5a9c0b05c5c4da98e7d93b15d14f382/312e=0



http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160214194215-f5a9c0b05c5c4da98e7d93b15d14f382/31?e=0
http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160214194215-f5a9c0b05c5c4da98e7d93b15d14f382/31?e=0
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8. Features

The three months allotted for my internship had been full of explorations and
experimentations. Through the process of trying out several things, it is only during the end of
my internship period that | realized my potential in writing features. Writing a feature also
required data gathered by researching. Due to limitation in time and with other urgent news-
stories at hand, I only got a few chances to write features. While writing features, even though 1
had the liberty to use puns and a bit of sarcasm too, | also had to be careful not to go overboard.
Ensuring meaningful content was necessary and | had to carefully avoid the use of flowery
words just for the sake of writing or filling spaces. These precautions reminded me of what |
learnt in the Eng440: English for Print Media and Eng404: Copywriting courses that | had taken.
The word-limit of these features was less than what | was given in my undergraduate courses
because of the limited space in print. | also had to keep track of the multiple sources while
gathering data to ensure authenticity. It was also for cross-checking purposes. Here are two

features which I had written along with the sources cited.
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5 Bollywood feminist flicks

Ishowtiml Dask

Gender hiasness and misogyny
is rife everywhere, Challenging
cenventional ideas, Ballywood
films have depicted women
out of their traditional
stereotypes, which eventually
gathered appreciation for the
actor, Female-centric ilms in
Bollywood have gained some
focus on certain characters as
well, such as:

English Vinglish (2012)

Gauri Shinde’s English Virglish
stars Bollywood icon Sridevi,
who plays a housewife named
Shashi Godbale. The film depicts
her journey of self-discavery
from a coy housewife to
confident speaker in English. She
secretly takes language classes
in New York City after being
mocked for her inability to speak
English.
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Queen (2014)

Cueen stars Kangana Ranaut as
a young woman named Rani.
Her hushand calls off their

wedding in the film, complaining
that Rani's conservatism is
unattractive to him. The Alm
depicts a simple coming-of-age

story of a maive and intrevert giel.

Hearthroken, but campelled to
get aver it, Rani goes on her solo
journey to Paris and Amsterdam.
Along the way, she meets many
interesting peaple wha teach her
a lot about hersell. When she
returns to India, she brims in
sincerity and self-love,

Astitva (2000)

Written and directed hy Mahesh
Manjrekar, the film stars Tabu
ina struggle for her identity as

a woman. Feminist in its tone
and tenor, the Alm argued thata
woman is not just a dutiful wife
and a dedicated mother, Her
waorkd should not be, and is nat,
centered around a man.

Kahaani (2012)

Kahaam depicts the Vidya
Bagchi's (played by Vadya Balan)
persistence o track down

her missing hushand. Even

through in her final timester
of pregnancy, she travels to
Kolkata with the determination
ta find her hushand, Everyone
she encounters tells her that
her hushand probably left her
because he didnt want to ralse
the haby with her.

She slowly figures cut that her
hushand’s death was part of 2
higger incident invalving the
federal government and a rogue
agent-turned-terrorist. Vidya
continues to look for answers
despite being, threatened.

Fashion (2008)

In Fashion, Priyanka Chopra stars
as Meghna Mathur, an ambitious
model. She goes te Mumbai
against her parents’ consent

ta chase her dream. Struggling
through several rejections, she
finally catches her hreak after
making some good friends and
exhihiting confidence during a
mecting with an executive at a
major modeling agency.
However, her health and
relationships slowly begin to
deteriorate after her involvement
with drugs and alcohol, In

arder ta get her career hack

on track, she has to overcome
her addictions and phases of
depression. »

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160307201019-

79d532787ac94852b646f9ceb74b6ed5/297e=0
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Continuing the Bollywood legacy

' Showtime Desk

Being born to a Bollywood star
comes with alot of privileges
and also, expectations from

fans and family. Some of these
star-bomn children have followed
the footsteps of their parents to
the showbiz industry. With the
support and encouragement

of their superstar parents, the
starlings are all set to hold onto
their legacy in Bollywood. Five of
our picks are:

Karan Deol

Sunny Deol’s son, Karan Deol (aka
Rocky), has assisted Sangeeth
Sivan in directing Yamla Pagla
Deewana 2. Besides his interest

in football, the grandson of
Dharmendra, has joined Rahul
Rawail’s acting school and is
training to enter the silver screen

soon. No official statement has
been made about the news of
Karan's debut since it was delayed
keeping the release of Ghayal Once
Again in mind,

Jhanvi Kapoor

Sridevi and Boney Kapoor’s
daughter Thanvi Kapoor, 18,

has already been spotted by the
media with her mother at various
Bollywood events. While ramours
of Jhanvi making her debut ina
film still await confirmation, the
teen is currently taking acting
training from The Lee Strasberg
Theatre and Film Institute in Los
Angeles.

Junaid Khan

Junaid Khan is Aamir Khan's
eldest son with his first wife Reena
Dutta, Quite a perfectionist like his
father, Junaid made his Bollywood

debut as an assistant director in
Rajkumar Hirani’s PK. Currently
studying at the Los Angeles film
school, Junaid takes keen interest
in his work.

Athiya Shetty

o L

Athiya Shetty, Sunil Shetty’s
daughter, made her Bollywood
debut through Subhash Ghai’s
Hero. The 23-year-old was
studying filmmaking and liberal
arts in New York Film Academy
(NYFA). Athiya Shetty, who is the
brand ambassador of Maybelline

New York, will take the Amazon
India Fashion Week A-W"16 ramp
for the Maybelline New York
presents Namrata Joshipura show.,

Harshvardhan Kapoor

Anil Kapoor’s youngest son
Harshvardhan Kapoor will make
his Bollywood debut in acting

in Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra’s
film Mirzya. He has also worked
as an assistant director in Anurag
Kashyap's Bombay Velvet.
Following the foolsteps of his
father, Harshvardhan will play the
lead role in the sequel of Mr India,
produced under the banner of his
uncle Boney Kapoor.

The fresh faces were never
completely invisible under the
Bollywood limelight. Hopefully
these little stars will shine bright
and live up to the expectations of
their fans and respective families.

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160326222123-

5779d4b7ef524902925ch15be2f532ca/317e=0
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9. Miscellaneous Works

One must overcome the fear of making mistakes in order to be a good learner. Interning at
the Showtime desk allowed me the flexibility to try out various tasks, but also required more
persistence at times of failure. Since three months were too less to afford moments of frustration,
| took every task as part of my learning experience where mistakes were bound to happen. My
positive outlook towards learning and the encouragement that I received from the members of

the Showtime desk prevented me from giving in to failures.

9.1 Obituary

The works that | enjoyed or did out of interest led to better outcomes than the ones | did
only with required sincerity. On one hand, excessive writing was restricted by space allocations
and format of the Showtime page, on the other hand, the diverse elements that the page talked
about allowed fluidity in writing styles. | had written an article about the late artist Khalid
Mahmood Mithu which was published four days after his death. Similar to what | had learnt in
the Eng440: English for Print Media course, the article consisted of most of the necessary details
of a typical obituary, but its heavy aesthetic value made it seem more like a tribute. It was in fact
a feature obituary. The content under the article titled ‘Khalid Mahmood Mithu: Life of an
intuitive artist’ mainly focused on the achievements of the deceased as an artist and very less
space was dedicated to information about the incident of his death. The lack of timeliness and
lamenting tone of the article also suggested its worthiness as an aesthetic article rather than only

an informative one. Below is the article with its link cited.



Khalid Mahmood Mithu:
Life of an intuitive artist

U showtime Desk

Khalid Mahmood Mithu was a mul-

tifaceted artist. Born o Janusary 1,
1960 i Dhaka, Klalid completed
his Master of Fine Arts (MFA} fiom
the Institute af Fine Arts in Dhaka
Unmversity,

Ekalic Mabhmood Mathu won
the National Film Award in 2010
i the best director category for
his debut film Gabine Shobdle. His
second feature film fonakr Ale
(oW OF The FirafTy) was sebecr-
wd as BRamgladeshs ennry in the
Foveign Lamguage Film category of
R7th Oscars, The file also warmed

Did you know?

+ Mathu is the nephew of senowned Bamghadeshi filmmaker Alam-
xir Kahir, who slso tragically died 27 years ago by accidestally
drownieg in the famuna River.

. Pmndsildhwd Mit b grew up around his unche where he

foumd a ph condition for lexrning to dinect films. Almgir

Kabiir's editing pamel was right beside Mithu's reading table. Can-

sequently, be got some help with experimental direction from

Kabir's equipments.

As his debut production, he crected Shopne Shobuy Pakar i

2902, 3 musical program assisted by the SAARC cubural exchange

peogram,
As his maiden TV play, he directed Dhusor Ay in 1993 He lares
warked on men tham 60-70 pligs before shifting s arentaon o
The big screen,

Khalic the Best Director award
at the Brasor lmternational Film
Festval (BRIFF).

Khalid achieved a good rep-
utation and wou 23 prestigious
awards for best in Rlm directing,
scriptwriting, painting, photogm-
phry ané anematography. He won
the Arah Bangladesh Bank Awad
11 2007 in the 16th National Ast Ex-
iy " Vool

by
Shilpakala Acadesy,
Khhd Mabimood Mathy = the
foundes csvirmsan of Arjo Cholo-
chitio Foundation

Awards for films

2010: Best Durector for Gakine
Shobdo, Bangladesh Natiomal Fulm
Award

2004: Best Script writer Awaic,
Fizzup and Reporters Associatioa
2005: Best Script Writer for Diama,
Rater Atithy, TRAB Awasd

2003: Best Director for Ruper
Palanko, Television Reparters
Associaton of Bangladesh

2007): Best Documentary Film
Directar for Life in Loght and Dark,
Bangladesh Documentary Film
Festival

2001 Bes! Duector Awaed in Dra-
3 for Dhushor Albury, Baogladesh
Reparters Awand

2001 Best Director Award for Dra-
i for Smehy Sattn, TRAB Award

Nated artist and national
award-winnimg dwector Khalid
Mahmood Mithu died in the
afternoon of March 7 aftes a tree
fell an him while he was on his
way bame from his office. He is
survived by wife Kanak Chanpa
Chakma, who ix also 3 noted
artist, and their two chsldren,
son Ao Shrestho and drughter
Sharopa Purmais. The grief foe the
leowss af director Khalid Mahmeood
Mithu shall supersade his suocess
I his shart liferime, «

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160310204444-

6bbe13e01d004e0e91d94a484d022084/31?e=0
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Mithu's journey
asa painter

A gtaduate of Institute af
Fine Arts, Universey of Dha-
ke, Khakd Mahmood Mithu's
artstic career demonstiates
A remarkable versatility in
expeession and creative
inspieation. As 3 pure ab-
stract paimter, Mithu's warks
feature pure forms ané
compositions, His colours
are subdued and the forms
are mot well defined.

Pamting has akways been
anatual extension of his
soul, an importamt element
canstructiog hes sparit, His
perintiongs and prints demon-
strates his deep relatiomship
with at as an indispensable
tool in finding meaning
betvind the human conditian,

Besides lns 11 solo paint-
iz and photography exhi-
bitioms beld in B
15A and Japan, Khalid had
partsapated i maore than
Funcreds of graup exhibe-
tions around the woeld.

Mapor achievements that
K the jourmey of Khalid
Mabmood Mithu indude:

2010 Peace Cup Award,
Beijing Cluna

2008: Clymme Medal,
Betjing Olympec Fime Arts,
Chisy

200k Natioms| Award for
Video [nstallation, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Acadeny.

20015 Exoellent Award,
Art Muai Infermatiomal At
Expo, Metropolitan Art Mu-
swum, Tokya, faparn.

1957: All meclia Best and
Tudlges choior Award, Flor-
da, [15A


http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160310204444-6bbe13e01d004e0e91d94a484d022084/31?e=0
http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160310204444-6bbe13e01d004e0e91d94a484d022084/31?e=0

9.2

During my internship period, | was not assigned
only tasks which | could relate to the courses | took at
BRAC University. A part of this learning experience
also required me to get acquainted with and adapt to
the existing trends of the Showtime page. One such
trend of the Showtime page was a frequently published
section titled, “What To Watch’ which I was taught to
prepare. ‘What To Watch’ is a list which consists of the
names of a few movies/shows expected to be aired on
the day the newspaper comes out. The names of the
movies/shows were listed along with some information
which included general overviews and images of the

movies/shows, the channel where they would be aired

What To Watch

Fast and Furious 6

Movies Now G:55pm

Hobbs has Dominic and Brian
reassemble their crew to take
dawn a team of mercenaries:
Dominic unexpectedly gets
convoluted also facing his
presumed deceased girlfriend,
Letty.

Cast: Vin Diesel, Paul Walker,
Dnvwayne Johnson, Jordana
Brewster, Michelle Rodriguez,
Tyrese Gihsan

Up
Zee Studio 7:35pm
seventy-eight wear ald Carl
Fredricksen travels ta Paradise
Falls in his home equipped
with balleans, inadwvertently
taking a young stawaway.
Cast: Edward Asner (Carl
Fredricksen), Christopher
Flumimer {Charles Muntz),
Jordan Nagai (Russell). Bob
Peterson (Dug [ Alpha), Delroy
Lindo (Beta), Jerome Ranft
(Gamma)

Terminator Salvation

HEO 9:30pm

In 2018, a mysterious new
WEAPN in the war against
the machines, half-human
and half-machine, comes to
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WHAT TO WATCH

Iohn Connar on the eve of a
resistance attack on Skynet.
But whase side is he an, and
can he be trusted?

Cast: Christian Bale, Sam
Waorthington, Anton Yelchin,
Maon Blocdgead, Bryce Dallas
Haward

The Descent: Part 2

Warner Bros 11:17pm
Refusing to believe her

story about cave-dwelling
mansters, the sale survivar of
a spelunking exploration gone
horribly wrong is foroed to
follow the autharities back into
the caves where something
awaits.

Cast: Shauna Macdonald,
Natalie Mendoza, Donglas
Hodge, Axelle Carolyn, Gavan
O'Herlihy

Death Race

Star Movies 5:15pm

Ex-can Jensen Ames s farced by
the warden of a notorious priscn
T compete in aur pest-industrial
waorld's most popular sport: a
car race in which inmates must
brutalize and kill one ancther an
the road to victory.

Cast: Jason Statham, Joan
Allen, T¥rese Gibson, lan
McShane, Natalie Martinez »

and the timing of their telecast. My team members at the Showtime desk taught me how to

prepare the list by gathering information from particular sites. | also had to be careful while

stating the timings collected from international sites since they had to be converted to

Bangladeshi local time. The size and shape of the section ‘What To Watch’ was adjusted

depending on the space allocations and placement of other articles on the Showtime page. The

section served as a back-up to fill in space, and was dropped out at times whenever enough

content was ready at hand. Attached is a sample of ‘“What To Watch’ from the source:

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160317220006-

d51dc4b1347042dfb816b9f7ed693bf1/317e=0
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9.3 Experimentation

Birthdays This Week

The diverse contents that the Showtime page talks about created
possibilities for experimentation. Besides utilizing my educational skill
to accomplish necessary and recommended tasks, | could also utilize my
personal interests in zodiac/star signs to create new trends for the
Showtime page. My team members initially encouraged me to create a
catalogue in which | had to enlist birthdays of television celebrities
under three categories: Dhallywood, Hollywood and Bollywood.
Besides developing the catalogue, | used the birthdays to create a section
titled ‘Birthdays This Week.” It was irregularly published on Sundays,
and consisted of celebrity birthdays ranging to the date corresponding to
the upcoming Saturday. For example, the section ‘Birthdays This Week’

published on 20" March, Sunday, lists birthdays from 20™ March to 26™

March, Saturday.

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160319193935-

81b17eb313eb43e39811eh5675ebdecc/31?7e=0
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
March 20 - March 26

March 20:
David Thewlis
(Actor)

March 21;
Rani Mukerji
(Actress)

March 23;
Bipasha Hayat
(Actress)
[P
¥ N
March 24:
* Emraan
~ Hashmi (Actor)

March 25;
Asif Akbar
(Singer)


http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160319193935-81b17eb313eb43e39811eb5675ebdecc/31?e=0
http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160319193935-81b17eb313eb43e39811eb5675ebdecc/31?e=0

Munawar 27

Starred Stars

It was a time-consuming task to gather and sort out data for the celebrity birthdays
catalogue. | had to cross-check the dates by matching them with data suggested by alternate
sources, and | also had to save all the sources so that they can be proofread. The section
‘Birthdays This Week’ was not regularised since the accumulated data was insufficient to satisfy
our intention of always including celebrities from every category: Dhallywood, Hollywood and
Bollywood. While preparing the list of birthdays for the upcoming week, I noticed that birthdays
in every category were not well-scattered, and hence it would not contribute to fill in for the
corresponding range of dates for every week ahead. To compensate our previous plan of using
birthdays from every category, my team members and | decided to talk more about the birthdays
with other relevant contents. Here, my interest in zodiac/star signs served to increase the content
and diversity of the Showtime page. | researched online in order to gather information about
certain star signs, and also to enlist common personality traits of people who share the same star
sign. The accumulated data consisted of the type of element for each star sign, namely, the water,
air, fire and earth sign. It also included the common personality traits such as weaknesses and
strengths of people under the star sign, and stated their common outlook toward career, money,
friends and family. A basic significance of the star signs lies in the range of dates that they cover.
The 12 star signs, each lasting for almost a month, cover a range of dates across every two
consecutive months. The problem with inconsistent celebrity birthdays had been solved since
birthdays ranging within 30 days could be chosen from every category to be used in support with
a certain star sign. | selected a few prominent celebrity birthdays, from all three categories,
which were comparatively more significant within the catalogue. | then compiled the selected

celebrity birthdays with all the gathered data about the star sign and about the people who share



the star sign, to create the section ‘Starred
Stars’ which was published on Sundays
alternate to ‘Birthdays This Week.” For
example, the section ‘Starred Stars’,
published on 13 March, 2016, includes basic
information about the star sign Pisces that
ranges from 19 February to 20 March.
Besides mentioning the personality traits,
weaknesses, strengths, and outlook toward
career, money, friends and family, that is
common for all Pisceans, the section also
enlists the celebrity birthdays under the

subtitle ‘Famous Pisceans.’
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Starred stars

IShowﬂma Desk

Element: Walter

Date range: February 19 - March 20
Strengths: Compassionate, intuitive
Weaknesses: Overly trusting, sad

Personality: Pizces are very friendly,
and often find themselves in the company
of very different people. They tend to be
selfless, and willing to lend a helping hand
without expectations of return.

Friends and family: Pisces are the
greatest friends to ever exist. They are
loyal, devoted, and compassionate.
Whenever problems arise among family or
friends, they will do their bast to resolve
them.

Career and money: Intuitive and often
dreamy, they feel best in a position where
their creative skills can be unleashed,
even better il it's for charity. Occupations
which would fit them include the roles of
attorney, architect, veterinarian, musician,
social worker and game designer.

Famous Pisceans

February 20: Shajal Noor (Model/Actor)
February 21: Alan Rickman (Actor)
February 23: Emily Blunt {Actress)
March 12: Shreya Ghoshal (Singer)
March 12: ALF Aslam (Singer)

March 14: Aamir Khan (Aclor)

March 15: Alia Bhatt (Actress/Model) =

https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160312200044-

6b421ef0a5c94c708a166d62902353d4/31?e=6924309/34101872



https://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160312200044-6b421ef0a5c94c708a166d62902353d4/31?e=6924309/34101872
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Who do you share your horoscope with

The zodiac/star signs are the foundation bricks for astrological predictions which are

commonly known as horoscopes. Building towards the diversity of the Showtime page, | and my

team decided to publish the section “Who do you share your horoscope with.” This section,

Who do you share your
horoscope with

The impulsive nature of Aries often tends to be a pitfall on their way
to success. This week is just right for you to put your energy into
action. To spare you the worries of ending up getting in trouble,

9

know that your intellectual abilities and focus
will lead your will towards the right way. With
a clear mind which is full of ideas, you will also
come up with proper solutions to any given
situation. This is the beginning of something

new.

Famous Arians:

March 27: Renuka Shahane (Actress)

March 28: Shakib Khan (Actor)

March 28: Akshaye Khanna (Actor)

March 30: Celine Dion (Singer)

April 15: Raghu Ram and Rajiv Laxman

April 16: Akon (Rapper)

published on  Sundays
alternate to ‘Birthdays This
Week’ and ‘Starred Stars,’
consisted of a weekly
horoscope for the certain star
sign functioning for the week
along with birthdays of
celebrities who share the star
sign and hence also the
horoscope. Here is the
section ‘Who do you share
your  horoscope  with,’
published on 27 March,

2016.

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160326222123-

5779d4b7ef524902925cb15be2f532ca/307e=0
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10. Special Achievements

My internship experience at Dhaka Tribune was not only about exploring the world of
media, but it also was a journey of self-exploration. | initially felt trapped due to the restrictions
in writing styles that I had to follow at the Showtime desk. My efforts in utilising my poetic skill
in news-stories and features by creating puns had all gone in vain. Yet ironically, | was given
credit as a poetess for the first time in print media while interning at Dhaka Tribune.
Transcending the horizon of the Showtime page, I had my poem ‘Dead rose’ published on 26
March, 2016 in the ‘Arts & Letters’

careless,
supplement of Dhaka Tribune. | express Dead rose

Spellbound in my arms.
Rashna Munawar At the blossom of love,

immense gratitude to my supervisor Ms. In blooming red it shone,

A rose lay on my table: And fading towards the Fall,
Sabrina Fatma Ahmad for encouraging  crinkled, dry and dead, Was lifeless like a stone.

Hard to believe my eyes A token of immortal despair
me to submit my poetry, and to Mr. WEiCh had once seen it so From the seed of red it

red. grows,

Rifat Munim - Editor of ‘Arts & Letters’ With petals wgt in dewdrops, Till love dies a brutal death
It had enchanting charms, And leaves back a dead rose.

for approving and publishing my poem. And once saw you lay

http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160326114308-f56f641b506c4cc8b53b26aea0374ddd/3?e=0

Besides being attributed for my poetic skill, 1 have also received a testimonial from Dhaka
Tribune which has added meaning to, and signifies, my internship experience at both personal
and educational levels. It best symbolizes what | have learnt and earned during the three-month

internship period. Below is a copy of the original testimonial.


http://issuu.com/dhakatribune/docs/160326114308-f56f641b506c4cc8b53b26aea0374ddd/3?e=0
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DhakaTribune oA e

April 03, 2016

To whom it may concern,

T'his letrer is intended 1o serve as my [ormal recommendation for Rashna Munuwar,

who completed a theee-manth internship, uncer my supervision, at the Featurcs

Section at Dhaka Tribune,

Dhaka Tribune is a Bangladeshi English daily newspaper, launched Aprii- 1972013, — -
znd cescribed as the nation's "fastest growing Knglish daily”. Aimed at 2 dynamic and

young audience, it ctently cnjoyvs a print circulation of about 10,000, and an online

dailv readership rounghly five imes thar number.

At [ealures, our interns are given a crash-course in jowrnzlism, and expected to cover
event. repolt on ongoing issues, and write reviews and feature picces. Those who
demanserate an aptitude for it are given additional sub-editing duties.

Rashna, whn masily worked lar Showtime, our entertainment page, had a desk job
thar involved a lot of editing work and sclecting and compiling a daily viewing list for
our readers. She proved Lo be regular and diligent at her job. Punctual and regular,
her work has been vonsistent and dependable. A quiet person, she gelled well with
the team she was assigned to.

Despite her health concerns, T helieve she has put in the best effort she was able to,
znd it is this work ethic that is to be commended. | wish her all the hest in the (ulure.

Sincerely,

Sabrirfa Fatma Ahmad
Features Tditor
Dhaka Tribune

TR Teme (Level 4 to /1.4/C. Shuk-abad, Panthazath, Dhaka 1207
FOEX ~820 £ 9117205384 Fae +B30 2 9132192 (Nrwe), +360 2 9132043 (2usiness), Advertising: <830 2 9732155
Circulatior:+830 2 9732282, E maikinfowdhakaninune som
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11. Conclusion

My internship experience at Dhaka Tribune was not only about exploring the world of
media, but it was also a journey of self-exploration. It was not easy for me to maintain focus
while interning along with two other courses that | had taken for the same semester. It would not
have been possible without the support and encouragement that | have received both from my

family and from other members at Dhaka Tribune.

During my internship period at the Showtime desk, | have learnt how cooperation and
mutual respect ensures fruitful teamwork in a friendly atmosphere. Practicing its motto “The
news you want. No more, no less,” Dhaka Tribune welcomes new perspectives, and represents
the voice of the progressive population of Bangladesh. My internship experience at Dhaka
Tribune has not only contributed to my interest towards the world of media, but it has also made

me a more insightful person. It has been an honour to be a part of Dhaka Tribune.
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