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[re] Thinking the public space for

SOCIALIZATION
considering SOCIAL DISTANCE  //
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Definition:

i. take air into the lungs and then expel it, especially as a regular 
ii. means relief from any hazardous situation
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Abstract

In this project, the first task was to choose an informal or formal public place where 
I had to rethink the place as a social gathering zone considering the social distancing. 
Dharmashagor par which can be called the main attraction of Cumilla city has been 
choosen here to rethink. This site has a great potential to work on social distancing. 
The main idea was to mitigate all the issues by applying minimal strategic design 

ideas in order to a better experience. 
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The site is surrounded by some important places which 
influences  in socialization. The typology of the site helps to 
communicate and interraction among the users.

Dharmashgor Par, Cumilla

Primary Access
Secondary Access
Tertiary Access
Proposed Site

Dharmashagor Paar
Cumilla

Nawab Faizunnesa 
School
Educational Institution

Ranir Kuthi
Tourist spot , Invites to the 
lake

Q.R. Tower
Major Commercial Hub

Revival Bapist Church
Religious complex infront of 
the lake

S I T E  A N A L Y S I S

A C T I V I T Y  &  E V E N T S

L A N D U S E  P A T T E R N

U N D E R S T A N D I N G

C O N N E C T I V I T Y

INTERRACTION BETWEEN VENDORS & PEOPLE
ACTIVE PARK EDGE
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

UNCONTROLABLE GATHERING
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From 3 pm vendor start to come

The socialization process 
remains high between 4pm 
to 7pm

People arrive for jogging

The following observation data confirm that the community actively participates in 
society and the information society, usually from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm on a regular 

basis.



12’-0”
WIDE ROAD

10”
B. WALL

8’-0”
SHOPS & VENDORS

4’-0”
WALKWAY

2’-6”
TECTILE PAVING

4’-0”
WALKWAY

4’-0”
ELEVATED WALKWAY

10”
EDGE AS SEATING LAKE

ayi, gvgv! BZv K‡ivbv 
Avg‡Mv AB‡ev bv..ev`vg 

Lvb?

Avdv, †ejyb jBqv hvb?

Avgvi nvuUvi RvqMvUv 
KB?
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D E S I G N  S T R A T E G I E S

RE-ORGANIZING
VENDOR SERVICE

- INTRODUCING SAFE GRID 
OF MIN. 1M

S A F E  G R I D C O L O R  &  S I G N A G E D I V I D I N G  W A L K W A Y  B Y  S H R U B

- ACOMMODATING
CYCLE PARKING
- SIGNAGE & COLOR CODE- ELEVATED SPACE TO 

ESNSURE SAFE GRID

- HEDGES & SHRUBBY 
EDGES

- GREEN BUCKET TO MAINTAIN 
DISTANCING

01 RE-ORGANIZING 
THE WALKWAY02 REGULATING ACCESS 

& GATHERING03

3’-6’

5 6

AFTER TALKING WITH SOME PEOPLE SOME ISSUES & PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN 
FOUND. SOME PEOPLE ARE RESPONSIBLE AND SOME PEOPLE LIKE 
VENDORS-THEY DON’T CARE THAT MUCH OF HEALTH ISSUES AND SOCIAL 
DISTANCING. THERE IS A 2’ -6” WALKWAY FOR BLIND PEOPLE BUT THEY 
CAN’T WALK ON THAT DESIGNATED WALKWAY BECAUSE OF THE THE 
UNCONTROLABLE GATHERING. 
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EXISTING SCENARIO PROPOSED SCENARIO
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TOWN
HALL

The City Hall is the most significant form of 
common, open, and public building in the world. 

1. Town hall, civic centre, guildhall, or (more rarely) a municipal building, is the chief 
administrative building of a city, town, or other municipality.

 
2. It houses the city or town council, its associated departments, and their employees.

 
3. Town hall functions as the base of the mayor of a city, town, borough, county or shire. 

Other terms in non-English languages are Mairie (France) and Rathaus (Germany).

A MONUMEN T, A STAGE, A PALACE FOR THE PEOPLE

[resource:  merriam webster dict ionary]

Town Hall
noun: townhall

/ta n h :l/cΩ

Evolution

ANCIENT ROME

EARLY

SANTA MARIA TRASTEVERE IGHTHAM MOTE BUENOS AIRES OLD CITY HALL

SHREWSBURY MARKET SQUARE BRUSSELS TOWN HALL

MIDDLE AGE
MEDIEVAL ERA
RISE OF LOCAL GOVT.

MODERN ERAEARLY
MODERN PERIOD

TH
1500

201000 CENTURY
AD

AD

15TH TH

TH

B A S I L I C A S :

- ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
- MEETING PLACE
- TRADE

M A R K E T  T O W N S  +  H A L L S :

- PRECURSOR OF MODERN TOWNHALL
-PUBLIC+CIVIC PURPOSE SPACE
- TRADE AT STREET LEVEL

G R E A T  H A L L :

- ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
- MANOR OF FEUDAL ROAD

T O W N  H A L L :

- ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 
RATHER THAN LORDS
-LARGE FORTFIED BUILDING 
HOUSING
- LARGE MEETING HALLS +
ADMIN CHAMBERS
- ANCIENT CLOCK TOWERS FOR 
LOCALS
- MUNIMENT STORE

M O D E R N  T O W N  H A L L :

- PUBLIC LIBRARIES
- RECEPTION, BANQUET, PUBLIC 

GATHERING
- ENTERTAINMENT, RECITALS

- TRADE

-VOTING
-VACCINATION

-EXAMINATIONS
- CIVIC FUNCTIONS + ADMINISTRATIVE 

OFFICE

476
BC

AD

500
1000

AD

AD
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The Identity of a Place
Process of developing 

A C T I V I T Y
A C T I V I T Y P H Y S I C A L

S E T T I N G

M E A N I N G

F O R M

I M A G E

P L A C EP L A C E
S E N S E  O F

LEGIBILITY
CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS

PERCEIVED FUNCTIONS, ATTRACTIONS
QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENTS

PEDESTRIAN FLOW
BEHAVIOUR

NOISE & SMELL
BUILT FORM
PERMEABILITY
LANDSCAPE

SCALE
PERMEABILITY
LANDMARKS
PUBLIC REALM
INTENSITY

DIVERSITY
LOCAL TRADITIONS

VITALITY

SYMBOLISM & MEMORY
SENSORY EXPERIENCE & ASSOCIATIONS

KNOWLEDGEABILITY
PSYCHOLOGICAL ACCESS

COSMOPOLITAN/ SOPHISTICATION

[Ziyaee, Maryam, 2018, Assessment of urban identity through a matrix of cultural landscapes]

In order to understand place identi ty 
we look deeper in to how it  is 
signif icantly di f ferent from a space.  
A space is something abstract ,  
without any substantial  meaning.  
While place refers to how people are 
aware of/attracted to a certain piece 
of  space.  A place can be seen as 
space that has a deeper meaning 
concerning heritage,  character and a 
shared sense of  identi ty.  This 
emerges from the intersect ion of  
discourse and act ions,  from the 
synergies of  density,  mix and access.
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REVIVING THE AREA OF

GROUP 01

MOHAMMADPUR TOWNHALL
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IDENTIFIED ISSUES DESIGN STRATEGIES
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EDGE IDENTIFICATION

STREET PATTERN ANALYSIS
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3M
6M

12M
24M



SINGLE RESIDENTIAL MODULE PRODUCTION ZONE JOINT RESIDENTIAL MODULE LIVING ZONE

RESEDENCE WITH PRODUCTION ZONE SHARED PRODUCTION ZONE SHOP FRONT ART SHOWCASING ZONE
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MOHAMMADPUR TOWNHALL
AS A SOCIO-ECONOMIC HUB
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