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I. Introduction

The Bangzladesh Rural Advancement Cormittee (BRAC) is a
reglstered non-governmentel rural development organisztion
founded anc managed by Bangladeshis, Begun as a rellef énd
renebilitation effort in the aftermath of the Bangladesh War
of Liberation in February 1972, BRAC today is an established,
comprehensive,multi-faceted developmant institution,

BRAC mobilises the disadvantaged men and women {those who
gell their manual labour) into Co-operative Ernupa who then

plinginitiate and control collective activit

es that lead to

self reliance, These include: human development (health,
ritrition,education, etc) and economic (agriculture, piccl-
culture, animal husbandry, poultry, cottage irauztri=s, Lc.,
BRAC supports these activities by providing training, e¢xten-
sion, credit and logistical assistance, It has demonstrated
that, given proper surport, the landless can plan, manage,
and implement their own development activities, '

A, Background of NFFE from inception in Cct._ 1984 to March 1904,

Effective development is dependent on human development and
hpyman development in its turn, is dependent on education,

In Bangladesh today, more thken half of the primary age-
group children are left unattended by the formal ecducatlion
system and it is highly unlikely that this cituntion will
change for many years to come. The out of school population
is spread all over the couniry, and it is difficult to rcech

them through the formal system alonz, 8s most of them ares
involved in some kind of income generating or income saving
activities, Moreover, the system is very formal, rigid

anJd inflexible, Its content is alien t2 the needs of the
community and financialy beyond the capability of the country,

Taking this situation inte account, BDRAC took the initiative
of developing a MNon-formal Primsiy Education (NFPE), Project
for the pural children who have never been enrolled in formel
Primary Schools or &re drop-outs.

IdentiTied aims and objertives.

BRAC initiated the project with the aim -f developing a
model of NFPE for the rural out of school children of
Sangladesh, which could be duplicated throughout the country.
The omain objectives of this project are to:

a. Develop an innovative curriculum of three years duration
for the children of 8-10 years age group.

b Design, test and evaluate materials to meet identified
needs and interest of rursl children.
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c, Formulate teaching teohniques aimed to ereate
: cadre of teachers in the gemmunity. BARS PreLesafpnal,

d, Experiment with different modalities of commmity participation
with 1 view to developing 2 community organisation model
support of NFPE programms for future adoption on a naticnal
scale.

e, D.vise appropriate curricuiur and rethodology for prae=&chool
children and assess the perfnrrance of these children in
form:l prirary schools end in the NFFE centres who have

- conpleted r-e=-tchooling earlier,

from Qct. 1 to March 1986,

The activities of NFPE programme started from October 1584,
The first six months were spent in curricular planning, .
-materials development enc initiatins field level activities
for starting the schools, I'FFE selected two BRAC and one none
“RAC areas as laboratory areas for the oroject.

=

Flanning and development of curricuiunrl was the core activity

of this phase of the project, Special emphasis was given to
development of language, numeracy and social studies materials,
Thz identified objective here was to nroduce in the students
th> required growth in gkjy11, abstract concepts and social .
development expected from primary schooling.

NFFE selected 22 teachers to run the 22 schools, The teachers
were recruited from the cormunity., Their acedemic qualifications
ran-ed from 10 to 12 years of schocling and preference was glven

to female candidates,

A& NFFP- realizes that teachers are the action brigade of the
proiect they need proper motivation, orientation and training
tefore launching the prograrme,

The first training session for teachers was held in two phases,
In the first phase & six day training workshop was held,

This session was ettended by 24 participants, In this workshop
thke teaclier. received information on primary education, non-
formal education, pedagogy, use of teaching aids and ci.ild
peychelogy. The aim here was to develop basic educational
cocncepts.

The second workshop was held in April 1985 where emphasis was
laic on the participents improvemerit of classroom teaching
ckills, as well as organising co=-curricular asctivities,

in the later part of the year two refresher courses were held
with emphasis on the participants own experiences and
classroom management problem solving.



£t the time of student registration KFPE decided not to enrolli
more than 30 children per class, (in each-school) to keep the

1r yrning situation within the control of the teacker. 211
children came from the disadvantaged sections cof the communitic-,
Twenty two schools with tin sheds or thatched roois were

rented, cack schoeol to sccomodate 30 to 35 children.

NFP=Z supplizd-each school with bocks, blackboard, slates,
‘pencils et.. and a small steel cezbinet for the teacher to store
supplies. Magewere cunsidered minimum supplies to run the school
effectively. T e

Initially all "thé schools have heen worxing under the supervision
pf the central level prolzsct personnel and thelr respective
pregram organisers (F.0.) placed in the field, assigned to each
arer, The E.0D.s supervise each school directly, at least once
a'w=ﬁk, 16re freguently dep&nding on time availablity.

i B Y S

foe Appendi: Inr.HFFE'REpnft October 'R/ +o ¥arch '86 )

Justification of expensionr -f NFPE in. January 19895.

Tn 1ihe original NFFE preposal the plen* was to open a total of
L5 schools. In 1986 however BFPE declded to increase the number

of schools to a total of 60, The reasons for undertaking this
expansion were:

a. The success of the first year wag higher than expected,
- Y. The parents strong pressure to open new schools,
C. The new schunls were viaktle within the HFFE budget

d., The expansion gave [NFFE an opportunity to evaluate the
curriculum when applied as a large scale model,

This expansion then me=znt the opening of fifty eight new

schools including S re-frimaries. Frevious to the opening of
these new schools the following activities had to be completed:

a, Hecruitment of 5 new P.0.s T

b, Selection of new sites.

c. wenting and renu}atinn of 58 new school houses,
d ec.ultment of new teachers for 1986,

e, Training of teachers.



II.

L

£. "rauiding legilatis support for $0_saheslia.
g. Enrollment of students for 1386 ;

h, Openirs of rew schools.,

i. Henovatior of school houses rented in 1985

The pre-Schiols

In Bantled:sh lack of school rezdiness i= one of the factors

idvntifi:d as cause for drop-ovts =i the primary level, With
this fa t in mind BRAC declided to develnp a preschool

curric. lum based on the concepts of school readiness and
open two xperimevtal preschools,

he _mm .iate objective of this experimental effort was two

Fo.a}

a, To asses thre performance of ~hlldren who have completed the
pre-schoci programme once trey enter formal public schools.

b. Fur those who do not go te formal schools, enrcll them in

the NFFE programme and compare their performance in readings
and achievement to those in orginal NFFE enrollment,

NFEE Schools repert from March 'B6 to Nov, 'B6 e

This report covers a period of nine months (March'86 to Nov,'8%°
of BRAC's Non-Formal Primary Education (NFFE). It is intended
to complete the previous report which is included in the appencix,

This batch of 1985 (class 1) has been promoted to class II in
April 1536. T™he pupils performances were cveluated through an
onsoing process throughout the year. There was no retention of
students since NFPE believea in the emotional and social value
of individualized attention.

A very small number of children, 2 or 3 in a class, have been

identified t-y the teachers as !:"*lmﬂ re uired achievement level,
been decided thut thay romoted gn? Eiven
ﬂp&t a attentiun. The newly enrnlle pupi of 1986 (class I)

have ~omrieted the preparatory course (of eight weeks duration)
in it y 1985, which is a part of the first years course,

' .2 has completed development and production of mateials for
class I & II. The materials for class III are in the process

~{ preparaticn.

It should te mentioned thzt the curriculum end the instructionzal
m: terials so far developed for the programme have succeded in



creating enthusiasm in the ciﬁﬁunitf, parti;ularlylﬁnnng'tha
childrea and their parents, e : b r W

It has bscoms very obvicus that for the student population to
raecly dovelon reading ability comprehension amd enjoyment it
ir zgser izl to supply regular supplementary reading metericlin,
Thls etrengthens reeding skills and encourages rozijins 2ubit,.
Teaching staff in full Bagreement with the cziztepce ol fnic
need,

Towerds that purpos=z in Ausust 1988, BRAC has upened 20 reddip-

ceritras attached to"the HFFE schools., Pupils of class II navs

already acquired the basic reeding skills to read simple books,

Egﬁi reading centres is stocked with 30 simple story znd rhyme
OKS, .

"

in preparatinn for and expansion of the npumber of reading
centres to BO to service its new sSchools, NFPE has purchased
znd stocked the necessary books that are to te supplied to

these new reading centres as the papilar books go cut of
print and it takes time f{or subsequent edltions to com= into
the market,

Presently children who atterded 198% preschool sesaion have
been promoted to first year NFFE Schools and their progrees
is being carefully monitorad,

The five new-pre-schools mentioned ahnve are fun:t1uning guided
by a new & months short term intensified cufrlﬁulum Hhich 15
intended to give better utilization of.time,:

In firal znalysis the objeciivs is to try to identif?'the
cptimum length of pre school prografme for different age and
social proupg in Bangladesh,

Co:ervations” about the NFPE programme from March te fav, 1583

Fresently the 80 schools that form ths *F”” primary prograicie
are running smnnthl}'.

“Thoush w? understand that it 5 too eerly to evaluate the tutal

programme at this stage, however in the past two years some
findings have come to light which we would like to discuss here,

In research ccndu;tfd on the operation cof fermal primary schools
In Bangladesh conclusions .peint to several causes for problems
in the educational system : parents do not give importance on
riority to the education of their children, children conse-
quently are not interested in learning, teachers zre desinte-

rested and 1lrregular in their ﬁhlLHdEﬂEE. schools are too

formal, uninterestinz snd stress memorizetion.

NFFE classes have been funcrioning for the last 18 months aml
Ior that pericd some feedback c¢en already be reported that is
not in confonance with the existinz research findings.
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R) The intargss of dissdvintased tﬂ!ﬁi" ‘f.“" fducatien of

bﬂfnre, NFTZ pas expanded its prﬂgramma dh& to the strong
urgine p!’ ﬁ% parfnts. - ~ :,ﬁiuﬁp.

o W,
Participattan of the community in thae shape of parentjs meetings,
has enabled NcFE to run the programme e!feuti?;ly. Initially
"NFFE forme? village level commitis=c (VLC) in each village, In
some 3reas this commitise-is workirg actively to support tha. 7
programme in other villazes it remaln=d inactive, In many - wa)
villages, members of VLC turned out t2 be cilecnt partners without
any contribution, However it is inter:isting to note that in the
‘areas where V.C have become jnsb~ive, the parents have taken up
the assign=d. rLspnnsiﬁil*t1L&~ﬁuch as ‘to check rzgualr attendance
QF pﬂpil4." ¥in~ clasy timiﬁgﬁ, motiveting parents etc.

hu F,J.5 ~ow hold monthly meetipg with the parents and submit
‘Wt ar reports to the Fileld Supervisor. Usuaslly “2-70 % of the
-paranta (espefially the mothers) regualrly sti-ne thesé meeting,
Pavents ars appraised throush +Frs:—wﬂtfinﬁ of their childrens
parformancen, If any problom a“lE{E thg P.0.s5 try to,.solve it
. througk discussion., This iz enc of the gssential ftatures which
«2 feel has made the programme suﬂﬁEsaful.
The high attendance of ‘the guardiﬂns in th& parents mectings also
¢learly-indicates their keen interest in the, education of :
their wards,

(b) BRAC, through NFFE, hes not only menaged to bring the rural
disadvantaged children to schools Bit alsy -pt thelr :
performance level high by liz i'&ﬂ-n:': e wocber of childreyp in
each-eX:: ﬁ'(}ﬂ_per ﬂlE ¥. NFEE staff o mhi L5 feel that if
the tecchirs feill” to pay indivigual-attention, thE qualit?
of Eduratian is_ hsund tﬁ Fo dnwn. v o a o " -

It i-s e.lsu nu*..-ad,.th«t the parents of the pupils are not only .

mostly illiterate, but carry 2 heavy work losd, 30 they cannot

help their children with their homec work. Besides pointing out:
that this is snocther valid reasen for limiting the number eof
children per class, It is worth mertioning that cautious steps

ere being talwm as to the natur: of home asdigaments, these are

chusen Cure: u11y so thet thL pupilﬁ can hanﬂle them independently.

{c)'Th? EvL?dEL ;{rfnrmﬂnca of the children is more than e
5*£sf=c*ury the children show keen interest in thei“ tudic-.

1t tue formal scctor of education 60 percenti. ¢ the crildren
enrolled.in class I dropout before completing one yvears course.

BIRAC's NFPE classes started im iiarch 1985. Out of 680 children
enrolled in 22 schools only 3 dropped out in the first year, Thus
+he percvntuge of dropout =tands at 0.8, There is no drepout

in the 50 schools opened in 1985 Guring its first eight manths
from (1st April 1986 to 30th Nov, 19323

The average rate of attendance of pupils is more than 90% in 211
5chools, This number in th& formal primary schools ranges from
60-70 percent.

L
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Attendance in NFPE schools
Freliminary Records upto November 1986

ey e — ——
‘amefgf Lﬂv&rage enrollment . Average attendance uptc 30ih Nov. 1355
‘ea &@ l_ r=— _1_ - _.' __________ i . e e e R
{Semooy benaots L1705 | Sehoos {1966's [Saroats
Sl = L Now | % Ba. %
mriﬂpﬂf‘ 3‘].’55 30,00 29-{}? 9!4423 29-!{2 %4&5
Manixgon3 31,012 30.00 27.142 69.26 27.83 92.76
Balirtek - 30,00 - - - 28.44 94.70
Tarpara - 30.0G SR - 27.78 92.60
. izhns - 30.00 - - 27,69 52,30
Lot” s - 30,00 - - 27.06  90.20
gl e i —w-—-ﬂw————--ﬂ-: e il Mg
Te 51 10.97 30.00 27 .91 90.13 28.15 93.83

calculating the averages both the primary and pre-primary scheools
! = been conslcered.

Dreop-outs in NEPE
Preliminary Records to November,1986 -

QT T T O T T M S
v .p . Area} 1985's | 1986's ! Total | O0's 1 BB's 4oL o
cbeemmeamea.SChools 1 Schools 1 . ISchools: Schools t 2770 -
..1rzapur 216 ) 300 h1é L - L
Dhamrai 159 120 a0y 7 o 7
Manikgonj 2680 300 580 5 = 5
Balirtek - 300 300 - - -
Garpara - 210 210 - - v
Krishnapur - 210 210 - - -
Betila . 300 300 = - -

- e Ll o F B il OO I - o e W W W - g Uy - o - W e A W -
Total 650 14ho 2120 16(2,35%) 16(0,68%)

Tot=" eprollment includes all the students enrolled in pimary as wcll
2~ -ngimery schools.



(d) In BRAC's schools equal emphasis is laid on co-curriculsr
- and recreational activities. The children participate in

—~ a wariety of such activitles with enthusiaam - as it makes

the school programme mors interescing. '
] :

(e) Teachers of the NFFE programme are very regular and punc-
tunl, They prepare their lessons to make it more effective
and interesting for the children, Thus attendance is regular
and teacher/students interaction takes place to.& higher

degree, 2

of &

e v e sy g

- el g " N i A e -

1, Ministiry of Eﬂu;atiun,tEﬂunatiﬂn.ih Bangladesh, Dhaka, 1983,
PE.2. '

. .
(B) Profile of NFFE pupils and teachers
_—— ' —.L i . ; ]
* Ra:la A:hater is 9 years old. She is the daughter of Md, Rahizuddin’
r:sident of the village of Dukull under Maniksonj district, thore
are 5 memters in Razia's family: father, mother, herself and two
sisterg, she is the youngest. Foth hap .isters are married,

The father is often sick and the enly Jjobs he is able to do are
simple activities like s=1ling milk or cutting grass in other
peaple's fields. During harvesting season her mother usually
works in other's home and earns s small amount, Both the pargats
‘are BRAC group members, ' :

Razie esttended a governmment primary school before joining NFPRE.
She shifted school for two feason; a practical reason : the
NFFE school is nearer her home, and a financial reason: books,
slates,pencils etc, are supplied free at the NFPE school, her
parents do not have to spend that money, '

rd i

Her mother encourages her to do hnme;assignmentﬂl-sﬁa studies
both in the early murnfng and the eveming. - =

Razia regularly helps her mother in household chores like
Cleaning pots and pans,:cooking, cleaning home ete..

Razia says:

= This is a good school, I .enjov sy studies here, some time
- back I used to be absent from school for a day or two. But
now I have become very regualr. I don't want to continue my
sadles after 1 finish the courses here, . '
; ; ' I AL
Sacfali Rani Ghosh is eight years old and & studen® of Movarrem
NFFE centre. Her family name, Ghosh indicates that her parenls
belong to the hindu communitv and that theéy trade in dairy
products. She is a lovely young girl who smiles easily and
seem® to have meny friends in school, When we talked to her ske
d :monstrated great interest in the NFFE curriculum and
~astivities, | . ;



vaim:ulr shae had ﬁeén pé=itted 'to g formal pri’mrﬁ school
-but she left that school-and we could not escertain why.
Presentliy, however, being asked about her future ambition

she expraases Ehe intenti-:rn to continue int-::r Higher atudies.

Shefali Rani 15 “the youngest daughter of Chanmonan Ghush.
She i8 the fourth in 2 femily of two daughters and four sons
Shefali's father and eldest brother process and sell sweet
reats. AS they have no- shen of thoir own they sell their
preducts door to door. The sccont =on is5 an apprentice in a
Jewelry shop end the elier daughter is already .married,

The family hes no landed properly which spells tue poverty ir
Bangladesh, With the meagre income Shefall's father ana Lrot U
make, the family, somehow, manages to survive, Thiz cruci:]
state of affairs makes Shafall's rchiacl etrerdance rather
irregular s'nce like traditiundl girls of s Bangladesh family,
sha iz expected to perfars a lot 57 jobs - Cooking, Washirng
Cish:zs, looking aftier her younger brother end gensral
hedntenance of the homestead. Consequently, though she does
want to continue her education; she may have prnbleas 1n
~he future,

Jinnat Ali°is an eight year old bBoy attending class one of
Courki school at Manikgonj. His fshily consists of father,

- ther, two sisters and himself, His elder sigter is presaniir
enrolied in the BRAC school as well, The other sister i3
still too young to go to school, The father, Md. Liequat 41l
is involved in a small business of selling Edible oil. He
also owns one pakhi (33 decimal) of land which provides him

with crops sufficuent for 2 months. The entire fomily is
dependent on Md. Liaqust's limited and meagre income, -Both

the parents are members of the village orgenisetion of BRiC,
Jinnat Ali has, transferred to BRAC's “school from a formal
primary scijool, located along & dangerovus highway. The main
purpose of his transfer was to protect him from posuihle
accidents.

When we talked to Jimmat A1l he was quite poorly dresaed in
a torn jurment; btut he looked very clear and alert. He has
darg brown hair-end his large soculful eyes shine when he
tecls us-how interested he is in his new school, particulariy
he enjoys the fact that now he i3 alloved ¢ven encourags. o
draw and skétch and he can par‘tal* ok ‘-"pﬂrtﬂ and games,

His father shows keen int;rtﬁ.t 1n is son's’ training and
cxpresses the hope that he will 'be able %0 zo on to higher
jucation. The.father often comes and chedks on the progress
cf Jinnat's schnaling. .

Though Jinnat's school is open 8ix dasys a week and he is
expected to be a good student, after school hours he mist
gather dry wood
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to be used as fuel cut grass for the cattle and help his faw
ther in his trade, :

Andul Awal, 11, son of village Havsgram, not fafF away fro-o
Menikgon) town, 1s a pupil of 2nd of NFPE schosl. He is the
youngest son of & large family comprising {ather, mother,five
brothers and twe sisters, Vie fzther is a porter,the eldest
brother 18 8 rickshew puller, the tecond trother is a day la-
bourar and th2 3rd one works in a nearly village 28s & shepherd
on yearly contract. Cne of his sisters is married and the other

v‘one lives with her maternal grand mother,.

Awal's family has a land holdings of 1.20 decimals which pro=
vides them with 3 months subsisience, Before enrollment at the
NWFFE centre he had been admitted io ¢ formal primary school
but following an unpleasant incident he dropped out.

With the cpening »f KFFE centre in Novagrem his mother arra-
necd for his edmisslion, Besides attending WFFE classes he
nerlorns some househnld work like drying paddy, pathering
;rz88 to feed the cactle, carrying food to his father at
Manikgonj town etc, after completion »7 MNFIE #sourze he desl-
res to continue his studies.

Tiis may Just be pessible sipce in & large famlly the older
“rothers try to help the younter sibling. Bangladesh has a
vury closely knit family group which supports all its member.

rajida Khatun, 23 years oId has a secondary school educztion,
She works as a teacher in Hoyakandi NFPE centre under Manik-

gonj upezila,¥ajida had to leave her husband's house with her
“wo sons following separestion from him, As is the custom, she
went back to her father's household, when her father A, Kadeor
died her trother accepted ker within his family, though her

. Joining increased the family member from O7 to 10. She is the
only sister anong 6 brothers and perhsps out of affection she
wes not denied shelter. .

They have. no arable land, Her eldest brother is a carpenters
The second brother is a worker: ir ducoration shop. Scon after
her arrivael in her father's house ahe beégan coaching students
but her payments were very irrczulasr. She sitarted looking for
a regul=r job and approached BRAC l=anisgond project, where a jJob
waE arranged for her with *he fyesna Abed Foundation as book
kecper for a short period. At that time She was invited to
atter:d ¢ trainin: at Savar to become on NFFE teacher. After
successTul completion of ftrainin: she jJoined Noyakandi NFPW -
cenire. Sne admits that training has enriched her knowledge ta
%= sreat extent. She feels better at the NFFTE -zn+rz than at
home because she can see how educatisr hns cranged her little
.leamers dramatically. She m=‘wt2ins wooth relations with all
"the zuardians. She is prouc -¢ say that her students become.

a4 oL
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~encerned at her absence thnugh that seldom happens. She alse
Joves her students very much.. _

Regarding "er parscnal 1life ske iz not irvterested a% all To mel
parried for z second time. Ratheér, she is eager to give her sons
at I=ast pripary ecucation. Beside the Job of NFFE school she
carns moncy by coaching children and her monthly income is

ie 750. So she attends to her 7-uily expenditure to the best of
her 3hility.

Ve gquote here some of her Int-rvi.woo's questions and her answers:

- Wnat do you think atwcut the future of these learners 7

~ Trg. are sall pvor, they will not bz able to continue their
stilies beyond NFFE course. put I feel that these threm TEHRTS
st hooling will be of great help in their faexlly 1i<c. Those
who are beiter off will do better in l1.:e if they z¢ for
nigher studies after completicor 2. Tir¥E course. v

~ What lo you think ‘ef the school 2
- 2 school house should be imprfoved, If this course 1is

~xtended beygni three years ihe “Jnlilﬁ will do hetter
Iin life.

- hat do you think about your relations with the guardians 7

Cut-ide organized meetings I meet them oftem. They are eazer <&
*row about their children. I have warm reistions with then,

What are ycur relatioens with yosur pupils.

~ ¥We are very close and leving, more than with my relatioms, If
I remain sbsent, accidently, they come in a body to sSee me agnd
bring fruits and vegetables,

Majida is 8 clear case of 2 womsn who has suffered from the
cultural mores of Bangladesh society and wno has been greatly
helped by the opportunity to work and by the status that the
Jub with NFFE has give her in the community. The fate ¢of a women
single parsnt in Bangladesh is a dire one she has now 2 hope

for h.r future with her sons,

°*.c has really found her metier, she is a born tescher ; drmsuic
caring and warm with the children who resperd to her with no
reservations,

¥We chall irntroduce you now to ancther of our teechers in the
NF'T. programme, She is one of many but her 1ife style and pers-
onéiity could be considered equivalent to quite & few of our
8tL{f members,
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Mrs, Sufia Khatun is merried to Mr. Sukuruddin and they live in
Hurainga, a village under the District of Manikgonj. She was
varried in 1976, How she is 25 years old and the mother of two
healthy, handsome little boys., She completed secondary

education., By Bangladeshi standards she is comparatively well
off; her husbhand owns 80 decimal arable lard, he has a university
degree and recsives a salary of Tk, 1,600 2 month for his job as
teacher in & fermal primary scheoel. Sufia now earns Tk,600 per
month. Before joining NFFE she used to spend her entire time
doing houscshold work.

She tells us that she heard of FPE from SRAC workers before the
programme was Started and spplizd for a position, She ias one of

the original 22 reachers s<lciteds During training Sufia was
guiet and tinmid. Thm trﬂiners were not very sure pnow well she
would perform iater on,

h? nzs been with the programme now for 18 months. She says that
tiu: programme is very good for the children out we whao have

_ Hntched her work and develop also notice that the programme has
been a greut growing experience for her, She is now 2 confident
school tuather a ve ced and orzanlised classroom mernager and

neat, uarn in uence on the_students, She herself
stated that shE IEEIS that her school experience will help her to

improve her gwn performance as a mother,

The following are direct quotes from her conversation Hith our
interviewer:

"' T have been working for the NFPE schools for the last 18
montl:s I have come to love my students, T could not think of
being parted from them. They come from my own district and I am

proud to see how they learn and how they grow. I have great hopes
for their future.'!

I have been sufprised at the regularity of my student's attendance, -
They have to do some type of work at home. They have to take their
father's cattle to the field for grazing,gather fuel for cooking
etc, In the harvesting season they have to help in the fields.
That is the reason why during harvest two or three pupils may fail
to attend regularly,

Almost ail my students have progressed without any difficulty.
Out of 30 only 2 are lagging behind. I am very aware of this
and give them special care znd attention,

USrent8 and guardians appreciate highly the existapce of NFPE
centres. Because the peformance of this scheool is much better
than formal primary schools. That is w'y they are pressing for
more HIF: centres,
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"Tneir interest is also very clear in their attendence to the
nenthly meetings, 75 of guardians (mostly motherms, since fatrn
hizve regular work demdmds) regularlr come to these mectings wao
t?ﬁggrgceiva feedback on the perforasncs of their children and

¥ .'.-'.. ¥

M 1 have always been welcome =r a teacher and have receivad no
‘opposition whatseoever from the community",

1V, Conclusions . ‘

The gereral aims and objectivas initially identified far-LfF”
have Yeen amply attained iwm curriccium development, childresn
educztion, teacher traquhr. zchcol management and cammunity

invnlvement

In curriculvm nlanning H"PE naintains a constant and vital

process of revision wnhich tests the effectiveness of conuont
end methods. In materials development NFFE has continued .o
produce the texthooks and tEE“ha“ﬂ, EHHLEIE fur class Laree

promotion in 1987,

The records of school attendance and rétentﬁgn'cuniiuuﬁ':u-
break national statistics.

The NFFE exp&nsinﬁ will requires a sizahle lncrease in th&
number of trainers, P.0.5 and teachers,

The programme has become a vital part of village Tife anc
its impact has demenstrated that, contrary to prevaient
assertions, parents and guardians cortinue to be leenly.

, Interested in the education o! their youmg, -~ 7 .-

Proposed expansion s thus clearly justified.
Y. Revised proposal
A. Extension of Non-Formsl priuary Education Programme.(1987-3C

- {+AS we have said above in 157 BT Initiated the Non-Form:l

Primary Education {(MFI?) witr the aim of develcping & -
primary education model for jur 1l gut of school children,

which can be replicat wed throaghout Bangledesh.

- The main“objectives of thiz programme were to (a) develop
an Inrovative Curriculum , (b) test & Evsluate Hateorizis
to meet identified needs of rurzl child, (c) formulate
appropriate teachers technicuszs for the cormunity teachers,
{d) exveriment with differeni m:'rd:-.j,.ltiﬂ-ﬁ'- ﬂrf comunity

participation.
In 1985 NFFE opened 20 primary and 3 pre-primﬂry aentres..
NFFE made big strides in this progrsmme, The lzarning

achievements of gll zro of ehildren was fourd 192 be
- highly aatisfantnry.g L 2
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In 1986 NFPE increased the number of schocols to 80 since
substantial saving was effected in such expenditure heads as
construction, uniform etc. and no additional furding was
required for the increased nunmbers,

NFFE is now planning to open 100 wore new schools in the Manikgonj
Upazila. In totel Manikgonj will then run 153 Non-formal primary
schools by 15887 of which S0 will be funded from other sources.

BRAC Icefs that the expanded preogramse will provide opportunities
for NFFE to evaluate effectiveness of its curriculum when considered
as large scale model and also tc see the impact of Non-formal
primary education at Upazila level,

The specific ebjectives of this extended programme are to see:

a, If NFFE will be able to cover significant number of primary
age group children who remain out of school for various
reasons,

b. If it is possible to retain the primary age group children
for 3 years in school and provide primery education which
will be functional in nature,

€., If it will be possible to increase girls enrolment signficantly,

d. Whether NFPE is cost effective compared to national per unit
cosSt.

e, Whether one teacher school will bs effective in the long run,
B.Preschoeol programme (1977-78).

It has been decided thet a new curriculym based on our preschoel
experience will be develcped snd tested in 1987 and 1988, Due
to inadequate preparaztion at home, most children coming from
deprived households drop out in the first or Z2nd year in the
prizary school, Bangladesh currently has a primary school drop
out rate of more than 70%¥, By focusing a preschool programme

towards children of deprived household it is assumsd that primery
school drop out rate could be reduced substantially. During 1987
and 1988 twenty preschool centre will be run and all children
going through preschool educational process will be followed
threughout their primery school carrer to monitor their pergor-
Mmarnce .

Statistical information sheets containinc the number of schools
opened, teachers selected(male female ratio, academic qualifica-
tions) number of students enrclled ( boy and girl retio) their
average attendance, dr-~n-gut rate during the period of 1985-86
are sttached,
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NFPE=-1985
Appendix-1
Table=1
Teachers in Primary Schools
. e e e e _ SEUL eSS
Neme of Cawp - Schools Cpened | Male fteachers {Femalelteachers|Total Acedemic{Qualitication] Remarks
in 1985 No. ﬁ No, % Teachers 5.5,C & Below
Above 3,3.C.

Manikgan 1 1 16.66 5 83,34 In menikgang

o s i
: | ; _ a amra
Dhamred | 6. 2 40,00 3 EO..GD 5 3 2 : 1 female
i _ _ - % | . teacher are -
Mirzepur” 7 5 TI.42 | 2 28,5817 , ] 6 ) conducting 2
N SRR NS S S — - -scboals—
Totzl ' 30 8 ) uhhy | 10 ! 55,56 1B LT L - SRR
: ! “-—-A"# - . . S - .-...I X
[ Teachers in Pre-primary Schools
B ' & & §r . iz In Manikgan]
Manilien]d 2 P 1””‘00} ! L P teanhag
| - _ 1 ' - conducted two
Mirﬁapun 1_ e 1 100.00{ 1 1 -gre-primﬂry'
% 1 L A | W 2 ¥ % ! chﬁﬂl’# Lr ot R
' RS R +—m - g gy P L — 5 T i i
Total 3 - - 2 100.00] 2 1 1 . ,
PP — v U P ——— I ---||-l-|||-—-l-u4-|-|l|—ll--l|-|---!lI-uﬁ|--l—-—-I----lnl—-l—-ll-lu-Ll
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_sverage Attendance in Primary 3chools

Appendi x=1

Table - L
| -No. of Total . Average : Average o=
Name of "rea  5chools Enrollment --Enroliment sttendance
H&nikg;ﬁ,jf" -7 -220 3.2 27.77 (88,38%)
Dhamrsti 6 18y 30,66 7 27.61 {90,052}
Mirzapur - 4 216 30,85 28.20 (91.41%)
Total . =" 20 620 31,00 27.86 (89.9L¥)

. Aversge Attendance in Pre-primary Schools

Name of Arez lNo. of gtal Average Average

' Schools - Enrollment Enrolirent Attendance
Manikgzanj 2 B0 .- 30 25,66
Badda 3 30 30 2};.50

- — : - e = - o -

Total N " s -90 30 2483
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NEPE - 1985

Appendix -1
Table=-2

Students in Primaggﬁﬁ:hunlu

Name <f Camp lo, of Ho. of Roys o, of girls -
Schools No. % No. % Totrl
o == e i S Pl S R e - il iy i gl e g . - e . T S e i S g . P - - G - - N e i Sl A T i

Manikgan] T 89 14.29 131 59,71 . 220
Dhameai & B7 1,7.29 Q7 52,71 18
Mirzarur 7 117 8L.7 o9 L,5.83 216

- i

Total - 20 233 h?:EE 327 52.74 620

— - e l S e S oy T e ol P T -—

-

Students inPre-primsry Schools

— e Sy R ok I S an el T P 2 - — e T S o e T v ol gl . T ey e S g SO T S ek SO el R O O . S ol e SR a2

¥anikean 2 ° 30 SO 33 50 60
Badda 1 " 15 50 ig 50 30

Total 3 Ls SO LS 50 . 90

-

Drop=out Primery Schools

Appendix - 1
Table - 3

. o A ol — e = o o E By F - e s T W e el S e - e ol W S = - i

Student Zm: zoiREmeE S
&1!"‘011;3 Dprop-out Fercentage of

drop=outs

-l — ek g T N I . P < N . - e el S Wy i i gy A — S o . S o

e T

- e gl o= deTm —

620 3 0. LE%

L e - e e i s L ek ] - g = P = i m--—--—-.—--—-l-!--——..




