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Chapter - 1 

Introduction 

During my childhood, I saw the elders of my family just after waking up in the morning, 

rushing to the door to collect the newspaper. Their zeal towards reading newspapers like a 

regular routine used to amaze me and make me wonder about what the newspaper actually 

contained. With age and education, I realised the value of those pages. Newspapers keep us 

informed and updated by letting us know the notable phenomena happening both at home and 

abroad. In my opinion, newspapers are a knowledge hub and a reflection of our current world. 

 

I grew up reading the prominent newspapers of Bangladesh, “Prothom Alo” and “The 

Daily Star” because my father wanted to instil the habit of reading newspapers within me. That 

is why every morning I had to read at least one or two articles from the newspaper, whichever 

seemed interesting to me and stay updated. During those days, Prothom Alo used to have a 

page where they published literary pieces for children and as we had no other source of 

entertainment, I eagerly waited for the newspaper every morning. Those vibrant images of our 

daily lives, incidents occurring around the world and the political cartoons  always fascinated 

me.  

 

When I joined the ENH Department of BRACU, I pursued the stream Media and 

Cultural Studies  as my interests mostly aligned with the changing world of  media. With time, 

the newspaper industry changed a lot as now people's attention span has decreased so media 

houses focus on producing concise and less wordy news that will easily grab readers  
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attention. The New Nation newspaper has its online version as well ; however, most of my tasks 

were printed version based.  
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Chapter -2 

A Brief  History of The New Nation  

 

The New Nation is the oldest English independent daily newspaper of Bangladesh, 

established right after the liberation war, in 1979 by Barrister Mainul Hosein.  Back in the 90's, 

it was the only independent news daily in Bangladesh and almost for the last 45 years it has 

maintained its legacy by relentlessly serving this country , upholding truth and disseminating 

news to the mass population. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 : Logo of The New Nation 

 

During its initial stage it was published weekly, however, after three years of serving 

as a weekly, it transitioned to a daily newspaper in 1981, perceiving its growing  demand and 

popularity. Among the three most prominent newspapers of the post-liberation period, The New 

Nation was the only English daily that was being operated by the private sector  
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independently . The other two newspapers were managed and patronised by the government. 

Hence, it offered immense possibilities for offering fresh perspectives.   

 

Barrister Mainul Hosein, the founder and editor of The New Nation was tremendously 

inspired by his father Tofazzal Hossain Manik Miah. Tofazzal Hossain Manik Miah is a 

popular historical figure and a renowned journalist who played a significant role in building an 

independent nation . He contributed selflessly even in the post-liberation period of Bangladesh.  

He was the editor-in-chief of the Bengali newspaper Daily Ittefaq where Barrister Mainul 

Hosein worked as assistant editor under his father's guidance. Later, after the demise of Manik 

Mia, Barrister Mainul Hosein and his brother took over the Daily Ittefaq newspaper and Mainul 

Hosein became editor .Apart from the Daily Ittefaq, he built his own newspaper media house 

“The New Nation”.  Both of these newspapers are owned and published by the Ittefaq Group 

of Publications Limited. The current chairperson of The New Nation is Saju Hossain and Md. 

Mokarram Hossain has been designated for the editor's position. 

 

The New Nation has both a hardcopy and e-paper version of it. Along with the English version, 

The New Nation news portal has its Bengali version as well. A recent report says every month 

The New Nation circulates over seventeen  thousand hard copies of it all over the country. A 

Facebook page for both  English and Bengali versions is available to ensure its social media 

presence and availability. Like other daily newspapers, The New Nation contains twelve pages 

in each hardcopy and each page is allocated to cover a distinct category of news articles. The 

paper is divided into national, city, international, business, entertainment, sports and editorial 

sections. On special occasions for instance publication  
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anniversary or on any national occasion The New Nation circulates  special supplements for its 

readers.  
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Daily activities at The New Nation 

 

I joined The New Nation for my internship on 30th June 2025, as an editorial intern. 

During the internship period I had to attend office five days in a week covering five to six hours 

per day. I joined as an editorial intern therefore,my task was to edit news contents before getting 

published. I worked on several segments of The New Nation newspaper, such as, national , 

international and city pages. Nonetheless, the majority of my tasks were centred on the city 

page of The New Nation. 

 

 Farruk Khosru, the executive editor of The New Nation, was my internship supervisor, 

to whom I reported the daily tasks regularly. To have enough flexibility in the workplace and 

better communication scope during my internship period, my supervisor introduced me to a 

few senior co-workers who guided me throughout the internship journey. Joint Editor Shahriar 

Islam Shovon, Sub-editor Tanvir Ahammed and Inas Mahmuda were  constantly present to 

guide and teach whenever any kind of assistance was needed. In the first few days of internship, 

Joint Editor Shahriar Islam Shovon advised to monitor international news portals such as BBC, 

Al Jazeera, The Guardian, Arab News, Reuters and filter down the news contents that fall 

perfectly within the proximity criteria among five news value factors. Those countries that are 

intricately  

 

 

connected with Bangladesh in terms of geopolitics and have a huge impact on the Bangladeshi 

economy are the ones that will get priority in the newspaper.  
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Hence, implementing the theory of the five news value factors I selected news articles 

and regularly presented the list to senior co-workers. For national news, given instructions were 

to follow two online news portals — BSS (Bangladesh Shangbad Shangstha) and UNB ( United 

Nations of Bangladesh) and select news based on their significance respectively. After the news 

collection procedure, editing and news formatting following the newspaper format of The New 

Nation was done.  

 

In the process I was familiarised with various segments of a newspaper layout attributes 

such as masthead, lead, sub-heading, byline, lead news etc. As  newspapers contain at least ten 

to twelve pages, there are separate pages for the national, international, city, business, sports 

and entertainment sections. Therefore, while  sorting news it is necessary to identify which 

news content falls under which category. My job was to identify all these categories while 

selecting news articles from online news portals. Throughout my internship period, I wrote two 

feature articles, one book review, and two news translations by myself. I edited a good number 

of national and international news articles , worked with press releases and crafted countless 

photograph captions and headlines for news articles.  
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Chapter - 4  

My Internship Experience at The New Nation  

 

Getting the internship opportunity at The New Nation was an incredible and 

overwhelming incident of my life. I feel honoured to be a part of the oldest national daily 

English  newspaper of Bangladesh.  As it was my first experience in the professional sphere of 

news media, this organisation trained me how news media houses regularly collect news, edit 

and publish it. While as a common citizen of this country we often consider a newspaper just 

a piece of paper filled with loads of information, after joining a news publishing organisation I 

identified a drastic shift in my perspectives. Now, I understand the values, emotion and moral 

obligations behind publishing all the news articles and stories.  The effort journalists and editors 

ceaselessly put to collect information for each article is completely unimaginable. Keeping 

their existence in risk, these journalists and editors regularly serve news to people so that a 

citizen remains informed and conscious about their fundamental rights and phenomena taking 

place around .  

 

By working closely in a news publishing organisation, I received the opportunity to 

gather first hand experience in this sector of media and journalism.  In this whole internship 

journey every co-worker was enough kind and helpful. Especially my supervisor Farrukh 

Khosru sir  and co-workers played the role of a support system till the end.  My supervisor used 

to take the work updates at the end of the day and guide me for the further activities as well as 

topic selection for further assignments. Whenever he was available, he taught me the basics of 

journalism and editing rules and I carefully noted down every single detail he    
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mentioned. Due to this approach, instead of building a boss and junior employee(intern) 

relationship, the relationship built here was more likely a mentor and student relationship  in 

this whole journey.  

 

I was assigned to work with several senior co-workers of mine who were mostly 

responsible for handling the City desk.  In absence of the supervisor, Sub- editor of the city 

page, Inas Bin Mahmuda guided me with works. She instructed how new article sub-editings 

are done and crafting concise and polished captions.  After submitting work, she immediately 

checked the submitted tasks and provided feedback for further corrections. The majority of the 

time captions written by interns were checked by her. She was truly supportive the whole tenure 

and appreciated interns if interns performed well. After sorting and editing news for the city 

page, our submitted works got checked several times and she ensured that our writing standard 

matched the regular standard.   

 

Tanvir Ahammad, sub-editor of the national page guided me in absence of the sub-

editor of the city page. He also provided sample photographs to practice caption writing and 

suggested to monitor the other English daily newspapers' photo captions composing patterns.  

This suggestion and sample caption writing later helped me to grasp the sentence structure and 

wording pattern of caption writing. He demonstrated the method of using facts from different 

news articles by collecting them from different news portals and then creating a latest version 

of The New Nation through this combination. However, even though information is kept from 

different news portals, in the byline it is compulsory to mention “agency” as this article is a 

combination of information from different news agencies.   
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Other senior co-workers  were equally helpful whenever I asked for any kind of 

assistance from them. Getting first hand experience in a news agency is far more unique and 

incomparable than merely studying theories in the classroom from academic books. The 

theories we discussed in our classrooms, witnessing them getting applied in a real life 

professional environment is something invaluable and cherished should be in memory for 

forever.   
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Chapter -5 

Working as an Intern in the City Page  

Newspapers have separate segments covering diverse topics like the national page, city 

page, international, business, sports, entertainment, editorial and opinion segment. After the 

National page, the City desk is the one that bears utmost significance. The first two pages are 

required for covering national news topics titled as national pages. After that, the City page 

comes, which is on the third page.  

 

During the majority of this period, internship assignments were centred on City Page 

and working with the senior co-workers of the City page . Routined tasks were to collect and 

edit news for the City page.The senior co-workers were always there to assist and supervise 

work and edit articles. The City page in The New Nation newspaper generally covers the 

notable events and phenomena taking place around the city .  

 

Political, social, cultural and student campus related events get covered here regularly. 

In this page, there are separate portions for distinct types of news contents. Types of articles it 

covers — three lead articles, conspectus, and snippets. For the first few days, the only task was 

to monitor how news arrangement and editing is done. After that, new assignments included 

collecting news articles for the City page from news portals such as BSS (Bangladesh Shangbad 

Shangsha) and UNB (United Nations Bangladesh) and this news selection was completely 

focused on Dhaka city. 
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Figure 11 : The City page 
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Two news articles from both the City and the National page to demonstrate how these news 

articles differ from each other . Even by reading the headlines for once , one will be able to 

identify the categorical difference here. 

 

 

Figure 12 : Article from the National page  

 

The Figure 12 covers news regarding the Authoritarian regimes control over Bangladesh 

Atomic Energy Commission and immediate actions to rescue the organisation from its grip. 

This news bears huge significance and measuring its urgency it has been placed in the National 

page.  
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Figure 13 : Article from the City page  

 

Whereas the article of Figure 13 covers a statement from the Information secretary of 

Bangladesh. Compared to the first article it carries less value but not so less that it has to be 

covered in the last page so it will be covered in the City page .  
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The City page covers three lead articles; their hierarchy is decided according to their 

importance. The first lead news article is the one that is covered with utmost importance. This 

is the longest article running across  3-4 columns in the City page. First lead news headlines 

are composed using the largest font size in the city page. Usually it is placed at the top middle 

position of the paper with a visual illustration.  

 

 

Figure 14 : First lead from the City page 

 

An editorial intern's task is to collect lead news articles from BSS and UNB maintaining 

the criteria of the city page, then editing and combining information from both news portals to 

make the article both informative and interesting. However, before combining the information, 

rechecking  all the facts and eliminating insignificant information from the bottom of the main 

article is another fundamental responsibility of editing.  After organising  
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all the information and making corrections, for instance changing word spelling from American 

to the British format and transforming sentences from passive to active structure,  highlighting 

important facts and numerical data from the article is also being done in this segment. Important 

points are highlighted with bullet points and sometimes  placed in the middle as the story. For 

instance, in Figure 14, a text box is used for the peak highlights of the article. These highlights 

provide readers a quick overview of the entire articleataglance. The lead article in the figure 

runs across 2 huge columns. As lead articles require space more than other articles in the City 

page, it is referred to as the lead story. 
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Figure 15: Second lead from the City page 

In contrast, the second lead articles run across 2 columns and these articles heading font 

size a bit shorter than the lead one  and article of Figure 15 states that clearly. While editing, 

the story length is reduced from the bottom. The editing such as changing the introduction, 

using full forms of organisation at first and then later mentioning only the abbreviation of 

them– all these corrections are made while editing. As the editing is done in the City section , 
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in the byline “City Desk” is used everywhere.  Headlines are often changed.  

 

Figure 16: Third lead from the City page 

 

Again, the third lead articles are shorter than the other two lead articles.  Figure 16 is 

the third lead from the City page that runs across 1-2 columns and is placed in the bottom of 

the city page. This one's headlines font size remains equal to the second lead. Not necessarily 

it will always contain a visual. Editing of this article is being done just like the other two lead 

articles. Often one quote from the article gets highlighted separately so that it can easily hook 

readers attention.  
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Moreover,there are two other unique sections in the City page. These are called 

conspectus and snippet sections. Conspectus articles are located at the left side of the City page. 

The conspectus section mostly covers  the summary of a larger news articles where only 

accuracy and brevity of news gets the utmost priority for a sub- editor.  

 

Figure 17: Conspectus from the City page 

 

The article used in Figure 17 is an example of the City page Conspectus. A single column 

solely dedicated to this section. In this one column The New Nation covers 3-4 articles.  These 

articles can be of various topics as weather update, campus news, press release news coverage 

and so on. Sometimes, press releases are also placed in this segment of the city page. 
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Figure 18: Snippet from the City page 

 

In the City page, the snippet section is a special section where only unique columns get 

placed. Figure 18, is a snippet from the City and these articles are shorter than lead ones 

however longer than the conspectus article. Often the snippet is separated from the other 

articles of the City page with a square box shape. 

 

Therefore, this chapter thoroughly discusses the City page of The New Nation 

newspaper and the different segments of it. Different categories of news articles get covered 

here. All these sections, their placement and editing process are demonstrated elaborately to 

create a vivid picture of the City page and the activities pursued here.  
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Chapter - 6  

Feature writing 

 

My major responsibility as an editorial assistant at The New Nation  was writing feature 

articles. Feature article is a distinct type of news article that contains profound research and 

descriptive details.  Feature articles are soft news that do not showcase crime reports or serious 

ongoing events.  It mostly focuses on human interest, entertainment and analysis based writings 

that are not bound to the timeliness factor.  

 

“Feature stories are human-interest stories that focus on particular people, places and  

events.” Feature articles are a special type of content. The topic of feature articles can be 

anything such as human interest, lifestyle, celebrity profile, how to , social issues, ongoing 

trends, historical events, food, health, fashion and many more. All these topics like 

entertainment, food, lifestyle do not fall under the category of hard news so that these articles 

can be covered at any time of the year. . Unlike other news articles, feature articles can not be 

completed within 150-200 words only. The general word limit of feature writing is 1200-1500 

and in some cases it can be bigger than this. For instance, magazines and special editions of 

newspapers sometimes publish 2000-3000 word feature articles.   

 

Although hard news follows the inverted pyramid structure where in the first paragraph 

of the articles need to cover 5W and 1H in the introduction. On the contrary, feature articles do 

not follow this traditional or conventional news structure. Rather, first paragraphs of feature 

articles contain compelling anecdotes, thought provoking questions and  
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vivid descriptive scenarios which easily grab readers attention to read the article . As these 

articles are noticeably longer than traditional news articles, these articles require days of 

investigation so that the author can provide readers a comprehensive overview and analysis of 

that topic.  

Unlike hard news, features never leave its readers merely providing a shallow idea on 

the topic; rather, it dives deeper and immerses the readers into the realm of information. Though 

it is a non-fiction writing yet in feature content authors are bound to use descriptive vivid words 

and adjectives using a personal tone so that readers can easily connect the writing with their 

daily life.  

Feature articles contain more imagery and literary devices than any other articles in a 

newspaper. Depending on the content type, it also includes experts and professionals 

comments, interviews, quotes ,thoughts of  common peoples in it . 

 

During the internship period I wrote feature articles and experienced how feature 

articles are tailored and how to blend authors personal experience and touch into them. The 

first feature article was on a human interest genre, based on the struggles of Dhaka’s delivery 

riders. Feature stories are soft news that can not be reported swiftly and demand extra time to 

complete background research, interviews and observation. Thus, to write that feature article 

one week's time was given to research on Foodpanda delivery men and others.  

 

As journalists use three tools to gather information for stories : observation, interview 

and background research, interviewing a Foodpanda rider  for the article was a significant part 

of the data collection.  It is mandatory to gather this information from someone who has first-

hand experience in this sector so , I acted accordingly and researched about the delivery    
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It is mandatory to gather this information from someone who has first-hand experience in this 

sector so , I acted accordingly and researched about the delivery riders and the agencies that  

Hire them.  

 

Figure 19: Feature on daily battles of Dhaka’s delivery riders  

 

To write a professional feature a thorough research of other articles regarding these riders is a 

must need. The questions were based on background details such as the delivery organisation 

they are affiliated with , their working hours in different delivery agencies, the facilities they 

get , their per day wages , day offs and daily struggle.  Hence, these are the segments that were 

highlighted most in the article.Following the code of conduct of journalism the whole interview 

was taken . 
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Another feature item was published on August 5 , 2025 on the one year anniversary of 

the July Uprising. As this day has become a significant part in the history of Bangladesh, like 

other newspapers, The New Nation was interested and considered the notion of publishing a 

special edition commemorating the special day.  

 

Therefore, another assignment was to cover a feature article by perceiving the July 

Uprising from a different angle. That article would get published on the special occasion of 

August 5 . After researching and brainstorming for a number of days about the diverse angles 

of the July Uprising this angle got the approval. A number of credible sources were provided 

so that the feature retains authentic information and valuable visuals. Amongst the crowd of 

generalised topics, due to the special occasion, the special supplement had to get covered with 

some discrete types of  contents  and this topic was a perfect suit for that. Accordingly , instead 

of an essay structure, this one was written as a descriptive feature item attaching the visuals of 

the key moments capturing mothers of July Uprising.  

 

As this feature was a distinct category of feature which consists of a bunch of pictures 

that are the peak highlighted moments of the July protesters.  In these photographs mothers 

stood by their children with unwavering determination in their journey of ousting fascist leader 

Sheikh Hasina. While in such historical events only factual information, political aspects and 

casualties gets focused, highlighting the neglected aspects of it using a unique perspective falls 

under the responsibility of a journalist.  From a broader political event a feature article can turn 

it into a human interest content by focusing on grassroot level stories. Focusing on humane 

aspects of an event and individuals experience makes it a perfect feature article.  Mothers whose 

contribution often get neglected in nation building because of their  
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limited presence in outer spheres, during this uprising,  they are the ones who fought with 

valour keeping shoulder on shoulder. This feature was a descriptive feature where a few 

selective pictures along with the context has been elaborated. . Firsthand experiences from 

witnesses add more credibility in the story.  Following that, in this article, I incorporated my 

own experiences of the July movement period where my mother joined the procession in 

Narayanganj on July 18, how she safeguarded my sister and chanted slogans amidst the crowd 

against fascist regime. 

 . 

Figure 20 : Feature on mothers in July uprising    

 

After the submission of the article, a few specific changes were needed. The first 

paragraph of a feature article should be compelling enough and filled with vivid descriptive 

imageries and narrated in a story-like manner. The introductory paragraph carries huge 

importance and acts as a deciding factor readers will continue their reading further or not in 

feature writing.  Being more specific and inserting more factual information makes the article 

credible to readers, hence, further changes were made according to those aspects .  
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Thus, this chapter focuses on feature writing theories and the practical implications 

faced while working as an editorial intern. Feature articles are non-fiction indeed nonetheless  

mostly written using the attributions of a literary piece.  Among the rigorous articles and 

systematic structure of a newspaper, features are crafted in a manner that creates a vivid picture 

in readers mind.   
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Chapter - 7 

Editing  

An editorial intern's responsibility is to craft precise cutlines for newspaper 

photographs,  punchy headlines for articles  and managing press releases. While writing 

cutlines, one must adhere to some of its fundamental aspects. These types of contents always 

uphold the standard of a newspaper and shape public conception regarding a paper standard . 

Any chance of making a mistake can cost the newspaper its long earned reputation. The 

methods and rules one must follow while writing cutlines. 

 

During crafting captions, one needs to be careful about the tense and must stick to one 

tense. If the tense shifts in the following line then it will not be acceptable. Sentences should 

always be written in active form carefully maintaining the syntax . The widely accepted style 

in newspaper caption writing is — it should be written in present tense to emphasise on the fact 

that the event is currently taking place somewhere. Secondly, who, what, where, when, why, 

how (5W and 1H ) must be mentioned beneath every photo caption .  

 

Besides, redundant words and adjectives must be eliminated while writing a cutline. 

Instead of writing generalized comments or texts in a photo, only specific and pertinent 

information has to be focused and highlighted . Names of organizations , events and 

personalities need to be placed meticulously . Facts need to be crosschecked before getting 

published. As caption writing is formal writing, the wording most often seems different than 

the general way of demonstrating an incident.  Here are some examples - 
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Figure 21:  Caption writing   

 

In  caption writing, word selection and precise writing is a fundamental part of it.  

Therefore, while composing the picture caption of Figure 21,  instead of using verb phrases 

like  “pays a visit”, the professional manner is to use “pays a courtesy call” or “calls on” in the 

sentence. Another rule is before the name of government officials, their designated position 

and other details have to be mentioned accurately considering the sensitivity of their 

designation. For example - In figure 21, before  Jahangir Alam Chowdhury's name his 

designation has been mentioned.   
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Figure 22:  Caption writing   

 

In Figure 22,  the verb phrase “administers the oath” is used in the sentence because 

any other word selection would be inappropriate in newspaper format.   

 

As newspaper word selection is significantly different from regular English phrases and 

words. Here are some examples of those where professional words have been used. For 

instance, instead of using  “small talks” between diplomats,  editors will use “exchange 

pleasantries" in cutlines. Rather than using arrests or catches, the word “apprehends” is more 

encouraged and acceptable in newspaper format. “Asks for” is a casual and simplistic form of 

word choice in terms of newspaper format, hence using  “appeals for or seeks” is better wording 

to publish in a professional sphere. Instead of phrasing “hosted an event” in political spheres it 

is appreciated to use “chaired an event or meeting or ceremony” . Having a press meeting is 

called “briefing the press” . In a scenario, where government officials inspecting a situation 
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like disaster will be composed by using “takes stock of” phrase. Representatives are called  

“delegates”, opening ceremonies are called “inauguration ceremony” and formal updates are 

called “apprise”. An official discussion between two parties is called bilateral talks.  

 

Figure 23:  Caption writing   

 

Source of the picture and using picture credit is essential while publishing it as a news 

content. If the scene has been captured by a photographer journalist of the newspaper then the 

name of the journalist or the organisation name must be mentioned. For example -In Figure 23, 

at the end of the cutline photo credit is given to the journalist. If the photo has been collected 

from internet then authors are bound to write “Source - Agency ” and in cases of borrowing 
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picture from any international press media , the press name has to be mentioned such as,  

“Source - AFP ”  

 

Crafting cutlines for newspaper photographs is one of the significant tasks of 

newspapers. Newspapers cover a variety of photographs of different programs and events 

taking place spontaneously everyday and that piece of photograph becomes a news article on 

the following day.  It is interesting to see how just a piece of a picture becomes news content 

after adding some textual information beneath it. That piece of visual easily transforms into 

significant news content and demonstrates a different story and perspective within a few words 

.  

 

Similar to caption writing, press releases are also written in a concise form by trimming 

off excess information. Press releases are official statements issued by an organisation to get 

media coverage and to make a public announcement regarding their event or information. The 

core objective of press releases is to reach common people to make them aware of their ongoing 

events and disseminate information about their latest service, milestone, product or occasion 

using media coverage.  

 

Press releases follow inverted pyramid style where information is covered according to 

their significance. It will contain a headline, the addressed persona and their designation .The 

writing will follow a direct manner where the first paragraph will clearly demonstrate the 

fundamental agenda for issuing this press release. Moreover, the later segments will cover the 

least significant parts like description of the event, guests  and other details of it. 
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Here is a  press release transformed into a news article for the print media of  The New Nation 

newspaper.  

 

 

Figure 24:  Press release  

 

In Figure 24, the main information is covered in the first line of the article. The press 

release is converted here as a news format maintaining preciseness. Generally, press releases 

contain plenty of information that is unnecessary to mention in news articles because the motto 

is to reach and disseminate the information to common people.  Hence, while converting press 

releases into news articles, the general news format gets followed. Referring 5W’s and 1H, the 

introductory paragraph has to be written and then the rest of the article is similar to the 

conventional news. Removing unnecessary information as well as from the press release the 

news format has to be concise and brief discussion of the topic.  
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Similar to caption writing, headlines represent the news articles in a concise manner by 

using powerful words . It may seem like crafting a news article headline is very simple, 

however there are several significant factors that one needs to maintain while writing it. 

Although they are short in length and contain only a few words, these headlines hold most of 

the power of a newspaper and a newspaper's reputation gets decided with the headlines they 

showcase to the public regularly.   

 

An ideal headline should be written within 6-8 words. Headlines need to be written in 

present tense so that people understand these phenomena are taking place right now in the 

country. The sentences should be in active form as passive forms are not acceptable as 

headlines . Within these few words, the author needs to present the gist of the news article. As 

printed newspapers have limited space, it is important to utilise every single shred of it properly 

hence, unnecessary words and articles get omitted.    

 

Auxiliary verbs get removed and instead of using conjunctions like “and”, use of 

comma(,) is appreciated.  Even though, in the eyes of the public, it may seem that these are 

trivial factors, in reality maintaining this strategy in the newspaper saves a significant  amount 

of space. This method is called telegraphic style where words get trimmed off that are not 

necessary for  understanding.  There is another segment of headline that is written below the 

headline, this one is called,  sub-heading.  Sub-heading can contain more details and words that 

a headline cannot cover.  Sub-heading underscore headlines by adding more information 

regarding the article. Punch words ,action verbs and phrases are used to demonstrate the 

urgency of the news that solely simple words are unable to convey. Here are some examples 

of it - 
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Figure 25: Headline  

 

In Figure 25, it is visible that in the headline, there is no auxiliary verb and abbreviated 

form of Supreme Court is used. The sentence is written  in present tense and contains merely 

six words. Hence, it fulfills all the criteria of being an ideal news headline. 
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Figure 26: Headline  

 

In Figure 26, a unique phrase “Round-the-clock” has been used to make the headline 

impactful and eye-catchy instead of any conventional phrase. Brevity of headline is maintained 

with utmost priority and unnecessary words and auxiliary verbs are omitted as well.  
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Figure 27: Headline  

 

Special phrases are used in headlines to grab  readers attention, abbreviations are used 

in headlines to save up space. For instance, instead of writing the whole word “national”, The 

New Nation format uses “Nat’l”. Instead of using the whole name and title for Chief Advisor 

Professor Muhammad Yunus , they usually use CA or only Yunus . 

 

 

Hence, this chapter highlights on the City page related editing assignments. Details of caption 

writing, headlines editing and press release assignments have been described meticulously 

throughout the chapter along with relevant examples. Caption writing for photographs and 

headlines crafting are among those tasks in newspapers where with only few professional 

words one can create a long-lasting impact over the readers hence, these segments should be 

carried with adeptness.   
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Chapter- 8 

 

Theories Application In My Internship Experience 

 

During the undergraduate tenure as a student of media and cultural stream, we did 

several core courses on media and culture.  These courses taught us the methods and theories 

that we will encounter in the practical world. As for me I wanted to apply all this theoretical  

knowledge of mine in real life and gather hands-on experience in this sector.  

During my internship there were several instances where I found direct and indirect 

reflection of theories taught in media courses. Their  practical implications enhanced my 

excitement and curiosity about the sector of media and communications. This chapter will  

elaborate on how I bridged the gap between theory and practice during my internship. 

 

Figure 29 : Translated article from Naya Diganta 
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Firstly, the theories taught during the Translation Method(ENG465) course, I connected 

them while translating an article from Naya Diganta news portal. As the article of Figure 29 is 

a translated version of a Bengali article collected from Naya Diganta news portal,  while 

translating this article, sense for sense translating method has been used. Sense for sense is a 

translation  method where the main theme of a text gets prioritized rather than the literal 

translation of a language(Hatim and Munday 11). In the Editing course, we have been taught 

about using inverted pyramid structure for news articles. In this method, information is 

arranged in a manner where they are organised according to their importance. Hence, the least 

important parts are placed at the end of an article.  I applied this method while translating a 

news article from a Bengali news news portal. In online news portals do not have space 

obstructions, details can be added as many as the author wants and article length does not get 

counted. However, in print media houses, editors need to maintain space limitations ,therefore, 

a sub-editor’s duty is to cover the whole article. So, I reduced the length by curtailing redundant 

information from the last paragraph of it.  
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  Figure 30: Translated article from Naya Diganta 
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The second theory I found relatable is the five news value factors taught in the Editing for Print 

Media course (ENG440). This theory guided me to figure out the newsworthiness of an article. 

News factors are fundamental traits of a story that determine whether they are publishable or 

not. The more news value factors an article contains, the more its worth rises 

( Boukes et al. 99). While sorting news from international and national news portals keeping 

these five news value factors in mind is a must need.  In terms of selecting international news, 

I considered the “proximity” and “significance” of these two aspects of news (Figure 8) . 

Countries that are geo-politically connected with Bangladesh and the first world countries 

whose decisions directly affect Bangladesh got paramount importance in the international page.  

 

 

Figure 31: International article selection  

 

In Figure 31, two articles are represented. Myanmar and the USA, these two countries  

. are geo-politically connected with Bangladesh .Moreover, any decision related to these two 
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countries can have a direct impact over Bangladesh. Hence, such articles get paramount 

importance in the international page.  

 

If any prominent national figure, for instance the chief advisor, delivers a speech 

addressing the country, this news article will fall under the category of “prominence” . 

 

Figure 32: National article selection   

In Figure 32 , the Chief Advisor of Bangladesh meets with the United Nations Coordinator and 

gets support from the UN regarding the upcoming national election. Both of them are nationally 

and internationally prominent figures and had a discussion regarding serious national events . 

Thus, this will surely have an impact on Bangladesh . Hence, this news falls under the category 

of prominence and consequence. 
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Figure 33 : National article selection  

 

 

Timeliness is another fundamental factor of newsworthiness . Because if news is not 

disseminated within a specific timeline it loses its significance and so it needs to be delivered 

on time, otherwise it loses its newsworthiness. For example, if the news of the DUCSU election 

result was printed later on print media than the exact time  , it will lose its relevance among 

people and the public will be no more interested in that incident.  
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The third theory is the theory of panopticon from the Cultural Studies course (ENG331) 

that I found relevant with the internship experience. Theory of panopticon developed by Jeremy 

Bentham and later extended by Michel Foucault. In this theory Bentham discussed the 

architecture of a prison. This prison is  built in a circular shape and each of the cells of that 

prison is perfectly visible from the guard tower. However, inmates of that prison will never be 

able to detect the movement or presence of the guard. Hence, prisoners stay disciplined because 

they are  always being watched by someone. An invisible invigilator is always present among 

them and this is how the guard tower is an effective method to keep them in order. The motive 

here is not to punish anyone but to psychologically pressurise people, inflicting a notion inside 

them that each of their actions are getting noticed so they should act carefully( Ruth ). Modern 

day life is full of these panopticons because to maintain law and order in society, new people 

use it everywhere and most importantly places like offices and government organisations. It 

has become a necessary evil of modern life that can not be avoided no matter how much it 

intrudes public privacy. As The New Nation's paper is fully covered with CC TV, suddenly it 

reminded me of this panopticon theory though, these were kept here for security purposes. If 

any irregularity or unusual activity happens here, it will be captured by the CCTV. 
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The last theory I related to my internship tasks is Louis Althusser's ideology. In 

“Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses” he explained how capitalist society keeps ruling 

over the working class not only by taking repressive measures but also using ideological 

influences over them constantly. 

 

In this theory, Althusser discussed ISA (Ideological State Apparatuses) and 

RSA(Repressive State Apparatuses) , these are the two mechanisms a state uses to maintain its 

power structure. Repressive State Apparatuses is the repressive way of the state to maintain 

law and order in society for which  police, army, constitution all have been formed so that the 

state can keep citizens under control and detect any irregular activity against the ruling class. 

Again, ISA is the ideological influence that the state constantly uses as a diversion for the 

common people and imposes states favourable ideology among them. By instilling these 

ideologies among citizens, the state creates an invisible control over common people. Different 

types of social institutions work to establish certain ideologies among people. These institutions 

are- educational institutions, religious pilgrims, media organisations and so forth(Althusser 80).  

 

As I worked in a newspaper media house, as a part of work ethics I learned about libel 

suits. Media organisations often face censorship and lawsuits. Even a minor mistake or 

censored political news can cost a lot to any newspaper organisation. Because once a libel suit 

gets applied, the state will immediately take legal  actions against the media house. Hence, 

news media censorship can be called a form of RSA.  

 

News media organisations are the institutions of a state through which the elite class 

generate certain ideologies. Their published news can be considered as a powerful 
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manipulation for society. Newspapers are considered as the mirror of a society and when its 

contents get influenced by the ruling class people and stakeholders, it loses its objectivity.  

 

If one notices carefully, he will find out that the front pages of every newspaper in 

Bangladesh every single day remains covered with political news, political leaders quotes and 

PM or CA's foreign trip news. On the front page, rather than focusing on critical national 

problems such as unemployment, increasing crime rate and deteriorating law enforcement 

management, news related to political parties covers most of the page which is unnecessary 

and diverts people's mind from other alarming issues. For instance, during the tenure of my 

internship I was puzzled by the level of coverage and limelight both online and printed news 

media were giving to the DUCSU election. DUCSU election results were declared on 

September 9. Surprisingly, DUCSU news was covered by all the newspapers and news media 

even when the election preparation was going on . As the moment of the election arrived every 

news media covered it with utmost significance. This election news overshadowed many 

significant national incidents that should be disseminated with more importance. This type of 

events getting such limelight from the media is a diversion for general people that distracts 

them from real problems of society. This is an example of ISA because by highlighting such 

events while neglecting other pressing events creates an idea among people that above all 

events like the DUCSU election should be given utmost importance. That is how state 

organisations influence and mould public ideology and suppress the pressing problems of 

society.  
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 To conclude, this chapter discusses the theories of media and cultural studies broadly, 

interconnecting them with the tasks assigned throughout the internship period. Theories 

encountered among the tasks are being explained using proper examples.  
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Chapter -9 

 Conclusion  

To conclude, I would like to express that this internship experience of mine was 

incredible and provided me with numerous opportunities to learn valuable lessons from a team 

of highly professional and qualified individuals. Being guided and trained by such 

knowledgeable individuals guided me to learn the true ethics and values of journalism properly.  

What true journalism means and how it should be carried out professionally with work ethics 

is something I learned from here.   

I would like to express gratitude from the core of my heart to both the organisations — BRAC 

University and The New Nation for letting me have hands-on experience in the media industry. 

In a way, this internship was my first step towards the career path. While pursuing this 

internship, not only did I receive technical knowledge of editing in a media house but also came 

to know different job opportunities in this sector from my senior co-workers. My future 

prospects become clearer than before. This was the first time I was working in an office 

environment and witnessing the office culture very closely. How to operate in an office 

environment maintaining work ethics was a valuable lesson I got to learn from here. During 

the internship period many adversities came; however, managing them in a professional 

manner was a huge challenge for me. This tenure made me realise that dealing with such 

circumstances is also part of my job.   
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The motto of journalism is to ensure accountability, transparency. In this era of  social media, 

while propaganda and rumours are easy to spread, it is the responsibility of journalists to uphold 

the truth and disseminate it among people. During the internship, my senior co-workers 

emphasised on fact accuracy as a nonnegotiable aspect of this profession. Maintaining public 

integrity and valuing journalism as the fourth estate of a nation requires strong determination 

and commitment. Everyday I learned something new from here and the lessons I received from 

here will always remain evergreen in my heart.  
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