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Helping Primary School Teachers Teach English
Cfl-BRACU comes forward

Mahdin Mahboobh

THE Center for Languages at BRAC University [CfI-BRACU) has
recently launched a pragram to help primary schoal teachers at the 88
BRAC schools, spread all acrozs the country, to better teach English S5
to their students, Still in the phase of being a2 pilot project, the
departrnent now planz to go full scale, covering teachers from all
the primary schools of BRAC, spread all across Bangladesh,

BRAC, the largest NGO of the warld in terms of the nurmber of
employees has established a network of 35,000 =choals all across
the country, These one-room schoals usually have one fernale
teacher who has passed the 55C (Secondary Schoal Certificate)
exarninations and teachez 30-40 children, Through extensive
research conducted in these schools, it was found that most of
theze teachers lack the baszic communication skillz and Englizh
language zkillz that are necessary in 2 zchool teachear

To resolve this problem, CH-BRACU has launched thiz unique programme to enable the teachers to teach
Englizh better to students, Several faculty members from the department trained the schoal teachers in different
aspedts of Englizh language induding speaking, reading, writing, gramrnas vocabulary, and pronunciation.
Thraugh a 12 week training started in January this year divided into 4 phases, the teachers were equipped with
all the necessary skillz to teach Englizh better to their students, Emphasiz was given on language, speaking
qrarmmat methodologies [CLT Method), content based learning, drama perforrnances and others,

In the drama perforrnances, participants (trainees) were asked to write
scripts about different socio-economic scenarios and much to the
armazernent of the trainerz, all these dramaz were of superior quality, The
patticipants were alzo provided diaries to write their perzonal journals, with
the topics to write about being of increasing difficulty over the weeks,

The seven teachers of the departrnent who coordinated this training prograr tried to ensure that the primary
school teachers who attended the program had the following necessary skills after the prograrmme ended:

-- be able to speak Englizh well
-- be able to teach English well and explain subject matters in a clear and concize manner
-- be able to teach through different methods and be flexible about the ways of teaching,

Most of the trainee: showed marked improvernent after the training and becarne more confident in delivering
their lezzonz, The departrient hopes to soon go to the next stage of thiz training programme and train
teachers from all the 35,000 zchoolz of BRAC countrywide,



