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%Sear:hing for employment: A*phaliminary Ibaselinﬁ)
report on the female haat_tﬁaﬂarﬁ in Jamalpur
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ﬂUﬁlikﬁ many of the developing societies in Africe and Bootbh-0n

Aslay, the tradears $al bacaars and hastes iﬁ'E&ﬁQ{éﬂﬁﬁhlafﬁ I AR TTIR R
J+maiwﬁ.-_ﬁ1thmugh it_mayﬂﬁmf De argq&d-that wmméﬁmatﬂ tataily alisort
'frmm thg'traﬂing ﬁtcgpatiuﬁﬂ,”thﬁir.invmlvemﬁnéf;uih in terms m+-fhuiwl.
lﬂmumbmrﬁ and capital out-lay, i at & véfy rumiméwt&ryQHEHWWh LA THRR
Cfrom extremely Low iﬂmmmm houseliolds have yentﬁéﬁd intﬂltﬁadiﬁq-~

particularly since the faming of 1974, their fares include haoofol of

vegaetables grown in thelr homestead or hand-crafted items such as

small containers made of cang or bacboo splinter.  The sight or omon
and yvaung girls selling their ftares at bazaars and haats ilg ficd Lheget

ot Lk
conmon nor easily vigible, their numbere. may bhe increasing. Thio (8

primarily due to the worsening economic EituatiQH at the poces; L
woman are having Lo increasingly vantuwae oul Q%;thﬁir Fiounes Ui
aupplement their husband’s income.
Trading by Women

el
*
g

As bhe scope for activities with which the women can imveiye
t—t*zx-:-:ittuéf;fe.l VS for ir'lf:mnez-; P not wh 1.1:}11‘. taed ~ trading at Bazasrs -0d haalbs
cloyers Fi-l-'*jmvidia ane such opportanity.  Aboul two vears ago the ol.ors ol
Hﬁﬁﬂ”ﬁ Jamal pu NGMEﬁ’ﬁ Praﬁrammw (o Bty mnﬁmuragaﬂ Gme  memtiers ol
Vil ] age [:]I"'t:.}]-.'-.':lr’iifﬁé?-.i'l'; soneg (Ve to Urade alb a 1{:1#:&11 Il':n'a:.: aait.  Thiz s thw

Fathalia bazaar, held ecch morning.  Fidtzen women becams Lovalval g

Ctrading the outcome of wailch was negoetive. Although no BRAL T, e

e

Cthe dorooof credit, was involved in thig venture the women e o

encolragad by bLhe atatdt. Tts Failleies ia abtributad to lack of

L8

C@NPErTLENCe. ]Tl"hss.fI spaecitis reason belng the sitting arrangenants



fallowed by the wamen; Lhey did not soin the resgective encic et 9

x -

differaont coamuditias, #nd dacided Lo trade th&:r.! taras 1o one !
™his aeunl that they exiluded thosuwelves frrom Lhe daln barasar o - . B
comnodity. Buyers visited the anclosurg for raspective comaodt. b.. .
(@.g. vegetable or rice or fish! bypasaing or nobt noticing th eeowen,
wntil I'.hlil'. reached the perfticular part of tha Lazaar hare L eoeco
traders had congregated.

The staff wers alsc inexperiancod as to SHE SRt SELEUE
suparvision which resulted in 1mgropor guidanco. 85 the uoms . ur s
unable ta increase their turnover Lhe sacheme was abortad aftes o Jo.
days. The staff had not thought about integrating the women within
the structura ar layout of the bazaas. These experiancas har- TN
put to gocd use later wian agaitn soam of the VO meahers espres—ad sl

interest in Lrading at haats. -

BRAC iovelvaseot with Hodhurbazaar haat
Sone meabers from tlhie VO in the village of Kumargaras, bteay 2oty

ail Daweshwar - all threz on the autskirts aof Jasalpur Muniicyy. 1l
(Pourashaval, expressed an i;\terﬂrﬁi in trading at haata wailn 2oz 0!
ensistance from DRAC. FPresently a total of 53 las of 1S5 Febra..r JIR)
women are involvad in tha haat trading scheme, mast having pr =140
experishce. Thay have besn invoalved to aome extent 1n pgetlhy e 100 1L
-thl’.'l ar salos af hasa prtﬂu:?d commot Lies frea their ~gspecr.
homesleads. Iha commpdiLies 10 which rthey are trading ware p.o toms o0y
sessan2l vsegetebles and vice, With some Sthar itams such as kova a, i

fartilizer, dricd fish, Jte.

Credit

Al ithough discussion rogardineg g edil fraa BRAC lTur bradir. ensged

tairly some time ayo, no Cradit jies yot been forwarded by BRA Foom
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!rqulrl ware granted funds from an alternative nnur:u; the rice ekl
fund is being utilised for these initial credit qf Shiller amants
trationele: to utilise the funi). To December lm. 28 womey fia.=
,rlclivnd loans from this {fund managed by BRAC :t.ff and a coa.:1tas
consisting of VO members, enactad for the purpniq?' The amou:i

ganctioned ta individuals varics from 600 taka ta 100 taka, d-te st

by the comumndity truded asnd the ability of the btrader to ména;:
-

respective voluse. Traders or loancDs receilving comparativels i.a g

wwounts did so in iqitnllnentﬁ.ﬁavlnn desonsbreled their abil. Lty Lo

manage Lhelr trading vesntures. | i

OfF Lthe five recelving loans of 400 taka and above, Fouwr =re
whgaged in paddy/rice trading; the other was forzed to diseim,. o8 s
fluur btrading u}th.; crodil aof 7LO taka, tallowing objectiont ro sed
by her deughtec's in—lawg. The rour are part ot the cingle |- gs:
traded coumondity — paddy procescsed 1nla rice. [The woaen proc. o “he
paddy from haats in the ovening, procous It thewselves or at 7 poa oy
rice wmill and sell the rice at haats. Although rice is the i 1 )
tradaed item of thesa i1, mome sell swall quantity of home-gr o, ,
viegulablis. (his is done alofw with rice, and the troders #ey ! oy T
longer should they soll out ~ice prior to vegetables. o~

Veystables is the recond lirgest traded coasodity in terw= .i thi |
tusher of trador invelviwent, nene woeen. Loans taken by ‘e o nias
aret two of 150 taka ana Ququn uf ICO taka each. Thu:r'ﬁuppi¢qﬂ~qqé.

procured pricarily from surplus houscholds and saallar vil e R\:+

-

bazsars; some supplement these auurunﬁ;uith hnna-qrnunzv-qatnh;aa
lexact nusbers not vet knownl. na of the nine viuntnhll broder s o Llsu

trudﬂﬂ in other itews such as.dried {ish, wWho in thn nnrn;nur o

'mqutﬁhlnn.dnnr—tuvdnur in the town af Jamslpur. iﬂnﬁ other wiat (o



‘began rl:lth vagstuble is now in Lhe process of mowvi ng ta drisd &Las mﬁ
fish~eqqy trades. OFf these ning women only one .h.tr.l o TAR e R
wiperiwnce of trading at heats ur {ros her respective hdowste . ar
other had no haat/bazaal expericince but were engaged in sellie . -
different iteas {(inclwiing vagetabl~<z) {from their hm&shmﬂ:. It,.. #
who had haat experience o' hasmestaad aoelling, 1:'.: wag not rogu! e 4

in smaller s«cale than at the presenlL (this is m:t known with

accuracy? .

Iwo sxasales of constraiots
Ot these two sxasples of canstraint one :!:!mt-rnl the haa'

management cosmittee merbars and the ather ona aombar aof the 'YW o

Kumarpara village. Although raither has had any signiflicantl”

damaging effect to date, these are notoworthy nevertheless: [he *4-"ut
sur faced prior to the woaeen begen—ite coomencedtheir trading, when the
BRAC staff approached the management comeittee regarding their .

attitude towards wooen participating in trading at Modhubazasr haat. ’

L

O amall group within the coamittee comprising of three somor
citizene out of eight ss abers present, raised soade chjections. g TR
accusad the BRAC staff Lhat by sending the women to haat they .-
being “"wmunaftoks", It, they clalsed, was lqi_in;t. religlous rualaas e
woman to be out of purdih. They however fell silent asa come yowmanger
smmbers and SRAC ustaff uygestad that the dissenters take
respunsibility to pruviaoe 1uod and Clothing while the women ronuz e

indoors and in purdah,

Pessible sonsiraiots
This i1ssue appears rasolved al Lhee present stage but way
resurrect iLaalf becauses of lEz twiduisantal nature. As Fhiae noale .r@

wioen) Li'adersa increase slong wilh the:r capiltal invalveasot - .-
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*‘“ﬂlh; the women ara Baund to bouome more vigible: 1Ihis mav c#sas
#Huestions from not only the religiocus type but ilﬂ_i ather traderc: ho
would face cadpetition Ffrom the wodaan. Rﬁmtﬂ'lf to Ehis inos el
cosgetition may well be oxprassed in socio-religious teras. 1he
possible nature and extent of the hostility Mdﬁg WOREN. tri.._t:: w Taeboigh

to be explored in order to minisise its effects.

1
J

The reaction of noan—trading VO oumbars to l-nﬁ*paiinu BUPY et --.~-i\
traders is anather potential Source of Constraint that should g g0 -
ampted. One incident of a VO mesber cbiecting to ﬁ;-.ﬂurmntul
treatment accordod to traders for credit -::nni:tdnrat__tms has &Ler#ad;
taksn plage in Kusarpara village. As in this village Ehe VO asediems
wera inforesed -th;‘t tj;hnnﬁh_nil 10y t_p participate 1n::_. trading Hﬂ.rh’i-
receive 1oens sose minbers Fall, but one accused e traders sor N5
nalt receiving any cradit. The relatives of the ill:l':uinr' haras,. ¢ moth
threats of physical violenco and continessnt, onoe Era#er ~ Romitia,
who was the leader of the traders. Fortunately for Roaills, otbor
mesberu not willing o b engaged in trading disagresg wikh tie
attitude and eethods of (his wman. The accusor has been throon ot
ot Lhe VU at a special asseting whea e Lhe gemburs concloaded th.t thes
wiswan wat Lovolved wibth Lhe VO solely for the purpose of recel . thad
minetary benefils.

Nany femaly VO wealiors are yot not willing to engege in wotudimic 1

=

activitios gutside the home. This may create rasentmant Should they le

=

bae discriminated against for noet participating io trading 3r othay

-~

uii:-t-tuitiﬁﬁ outside the home. The actiaon by-the Kumarpara W uag 1ol
and decisive bub in other V0, the wgnbers may not be Iike #ind.n!, nd

take a dlfforent view of the situation.

By 15 Fabruary 1987 thare are 43 women invalved in the hLaon

S B

i



tridinq sChens. The partlcipants are though poor there nrn'
charactiristic differences batueen thaw., Tha 1ellaming few Lag-s va
prasent them in terms of Saae wulh :I'..nr"u:f._ari'i{lun, in' aggra: .- = bl
The women are presénted Intividually in the Appendicaes. The ;“g
ia the gresent status of the participonts in 'l:llﬂ"'ml ot owabore

Participruts (st 15 Eehruyscy 19872

Intal suebers AL
Enuwer at ol U
Nus, of loaness &7
Dr op~out since Lec. 1995 1
Unavailanle {Yor @nuns sLion -
Planned expansion by

Juné 1987 (total) 124

It is to be nn‘l:in:i that Lhe four not avarlabile ror onamor o i%i

all in the lpanae categories. These participants (loanees) love
r&cmm#luans through JW tor Elm purpose of trading a4t haal

The non~loanecs can be described as haiug;- iy “trial®™ he{w e t_:-‘:éﬂ
ary provided with any cradit. EBowe are new tg samity and other s 1o
trading; the latter should demunstrate some %‘é"ﬂhilitf Lo urde tay o
tirading. The former are being "brubkdép-in® iﬁﬁ: ¢amity and (s g":p.#:i:
tiooperativel character.
Table-1: Age distribution

Age group (yre) Number z
s - - T e ;I-!L-l e s g e e ﬂ‘E:T'T -t
Less than 20 2 5
20 - 29 = =24
30 - 39 13 34
/4O - 4% 3 8
20 ~ 39 7 19
&0 and above 2 =
Nat known = 3
Tatal 38 tol

-

i1} The majorikty of the participants (43%) belong to age Irinps *:f

" lens than 0. Twenty scven parcent are in LR A0 — 59 Gou group il

&
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18 vonasiderably old in the contaxt of rural 'Méllﬁﬁ.ﬁh. Of the mine
wWhis wree LN the abave 50 groups, sceven &ra non=loamae and Deve ool
samity very recently, and six are widoms.

Teble-2: Marital Status

Status MNumb o o
Single (unmarried) 2 5
Married {(living with L7 A5
huasband}

Wi dawed 12 32
Divorced/abondoned 7 8
Tatal 3@ 100

2} Twelve participants are widowed, and a further seven arc «rtber
divareced of abandaned ‘husband not maintsining 'wife and childran:.
Fifty percent aof the tr.uders head their awn fasilist. -The fuebor . 1
wouen whuse husbands are the head of their respective Faailic: al t” |
14‘.3‘:._-1 14 large snough Lo dispel any notion that wiowihn whoo b oad Lhooer
Gwiy Famlliea would be the cnes to venture out of their hamcs :n sea ch
of esployment. Ecoaomiis is dictating their decision to patricipele
in haal trading, compeling with wea fwr a sharg of the jncads o oo
trom rural msrketing. -

Table~3: Bistribution cf the Participants by the nusber of
childran and size of houssholds

e = - oy - . ™ s o o - e —

Bize *  Humbar gf childran ' Tatal
H/h 1 = & 5 -4 3~ & 7 plus Othert (%4

1-2 3 1 - 1 i 3 <!
3-4 7 7 3 1 = 18 (33
5-& 1 s z = 2 g (21
7 plus - - - - - 2
Total %) 13439) 13(34) 70191 2(8) 548 3B(100

T S e o o e o

- - i - c e —" e - et s o e o

¥ Other rhclude tuuunﬁa*riad Al Lne ﬂivnﬁ:aﬂfuith na



e The size o ¢ househuld (family) and the number ot childr:s. <% v
particul ar mt%m in the "upto four* chldren or numbesr .. !
manbiaor groups. Twenty «ix of the participants have upto fiar rhnd.r‘_-'_
"and belong to upto fou mcaber hwusehiclds. Elaven af thesa 26 |
participants are either widowed or divorcesd/abhandonsad. Simitoel u'a
of the nine in the five - pius children groups are aged 40 and e ¥
thase wix are joinad by three others Ln the ﬂﬂ*;ﬂuﬂ AJE Griad]iiie T-nhlél
< further reflocts & domination of *nuclear® households — -

Jemagraphic characteristic of poac families.

a3 In bteras af literary naone of cthe woanen has had aay foras
edurat:an, neither informwal., ERoligiowus cducation which in faot -
reading frabic in stages upto the Koran 1lse stated By soven. oo

however , hata retained the skill.

% Thase hushands who are prosantly living with the 17 tse Lol .':-};
participants, arc laboiv ors except one who I8 4 ssall bBroder. T hl%
thuvse husbands are able to read and wite 8 letter, thus ret. (nieg

basic lituracy.

Tekle—i:; Ownership of land

- i o —

Holding catagor y Oemed (L) Now -aswned (L)
Homskcad | 27471}) 11¢29)
A-ablo — 58 (100)

&% First of the econghic varlables is landholding as it is the
primary source of power (cconoamic, social and peliticall) in an

agrarias society. Ownersahip oF arebilc land 15 pan-existonl sy "l_.Lﬁi



ri:fh realative, rich nﬂghhnurn, Gven parants an;g' orothers in .me.nf:ﬁ
the divorced and abandonied. The last group nftnn al!lmmd te recian’ nﬂ’
the family homestead (bari) without any legal rights, By Brothers w

_in some cases parents.

Yable-5¢ Nubber of ather SArners

_ | |
Earner Eatngnry Na. (1) :
; —_— - 1

None other than Fartl:i.pmnnt ta (3N f
One other " e (47) !
Twa * " » & &y
Mare than two | o oy
Total - 3¢ (100}

{7) Marital status is once again roflected, 00 "this occasion @9 the
nuaber of other sarners in the respactive parh-iféip_anti' familv
'ihﬂlﬂhﬂldl.. " Drsi nthnr" accounts for the married women living wth
'-"rupu_n:t.iw husbands; sor's aften figwe in case of uther maritsl status
catuguries. Along with husband young or young adult son con fitute
the jlmd earner in the l:atw;f “twa other thin participants; lm':

bw alaso m!_..

Table-4: Reasons for participation in haat trading ]
"-_-_-_El_-n_g—__ _-.‘: ' - .1 - < - i - _"-_:__!__}2:
Ihﬁnn Extm'v . Frequancy’
Lack of auplnrmt qppyrtmil::an o ” 20 {531
Previous tnu:linn ﬁuwia:u | 18 47y
Tatat . S - ﬂﬂﬁi

Flﬂﬂrﬂ in the nlrnnl:hﬁcig Imli:;t- p-r:mt.m

.

%1 Overwhelaingly econonie nncmitv rnsul tﬁ;ﬂt thie women haiiog tﬁ




trading. Those wth provigus brading ceoperience (474), peiw -!.'i.;' ]
inval vesusnt with YSRAC, wWere forced Lo Lecome brader bDecause oi [l
stisunie of unpln:ruﬂﬂt tap,mrlm-;uaﬂ. Fifty three e ..n_nt. nt“.i oot
a% their spechfid 1mie: ste raduun 4o trading St haale. 1P faas
phaled Lhat Liese womest ore frome sy vend ity farlliags oho o Loa
hustiands tncows iz law. Gr are Lhewnel ver head of thelr swe 0 o Y
Bucause Chirae ig ng one able Lo ass:swt Cthow financiallv bl Nase
ducidud tu participate .n haat bradang — quﬂ'l:j._mn.’?“pl “raddps . cleng. o
ang *liberation’ take tscond place to guestions of sheer Sur.inal.

Talile~7: Distribution o+ participants by the m.ﬂmr of haats
attended {(ta s¢ll)

-
L S LN

i
oo

Category ; Frmaqueney
- e e e e S R -
‘One haat S A7 e
Twia hauts * ’ AT agds
Thrae or mora haals L

r e

Fan.ir-:m in thl F-lrlmm 1nﬂh:nt.ﬂ par:n-ntn.qnﬂ.

) A considorable pru.mlm (45%) trade tlmi{ fares al one haobt -
which- umur :mgrmath Ewice a wiek, . Lhe n-ljl:r‘i.tv tdiﬁrm—.ﬁf
atitend twg or morae haats. This is dependent WLT‘ the tise avaslalle
aftor atbtending to family choras as wall au hh@%_i;pfqrt-t'ﬂmtn‘ = T TR uﬂ
thie houdsehald incoae. HMoust of tha woman attand marniieg bazas:s-u ﬁlm_.jl:;a
thay Le able tof availability of tiew and the ;_!ﬁtmh'ni T S SHTE N

cuandi tion determine thiv. ﬁ G

Tabla-8: Distribution of participants by their. ihlr#ﬂ their
rmti# hnumu in-':m

i

-Eha.rn :atagm'r | Frwmm;v "'
Tatal *I'-m.ti? LerC o - i e g 14::1‘ -
dreater than husboasd 5 (g} —
Mult of family 1ncome 1 tw)

Less tien huosbiang = {23}
Insigaifivant & tlol

Tatal | 28 (1000
'Ftutfw i.n thh Fidrﬂ'ﬂthﬂ‘: e BN CLly porvwntages

v
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19) Not all of the participantes a; 2 angayed in trading in =a . 9 e
maniivr ;3 fund constraints their voluawe of trade. A alnority 0 39

Rpercent 1is yet (o make a wmack on their housoho!ld tncome. The oangl

head/parent families (45%) excepted, only 146 percent of the

participants :untrlhuta eilther yreater than or equal to thes-

e — :IFWHJ&EMI

respective husband”® ELEuuarda thirr rospetlive iviusehcld sbeia.

Table-9: E:plndinq the participants’® jincome

= g = S G e . R TE SRR L ER Ve ey il

E:pnndar Catagory No. (%)

f-rtlc:pintn n;-:;nilr ne-;1 o ﬂ_é; IEL;---F
Husbands on family naeds 3 &)
Income not yet of iaportiance & (14)
Taotal i N JE-lluﬂ:

- o p— [ —— — -

11) Enabling rural poo wosen Lo sarn an i1ncome is of lessus

inportance should one not be ihlaf:nur:iue control over onu’s Lnoes.
To thi. end Table 9 sheds Light on Lhe participents’ control o
their own incowme. Although they e:xpend their incomo un housahabd
needs and not on *‘fancy l{teas' — sign of thair econcaic tepc. oo b
wenb, a large mwjority ;?&EJ ot the participantys axert coalro. ouver
their income. Including one who receives her husband’ s owW. LSO,
Ehis phenonenon may be a pecdliarity af the region in which the
participants IUItlln; Literatura on women's esployment uft?n J@rcribu

a dituatjion whence the Fushands controlling their Wives” inZ.oad,

Tahluw=-10; Eul.rciu nf suaply lvﬂlld hr the participants

S e W e T TN L S

Euurci Eﬁtﬂﬂhr} Nustier (%)
Haatn excepting the selling anes S (13
Haats inciuding the selling ones 12 32)
Village groducers 2 W
Mon~uelling hadts and village praducHrs 8 (13
S5¢l ling -heats and villags -peroducar s Q@ t249)
Othor«<sa) S5 "t13)
Ictal 38 1100}

P — g — - i, G g P T ol T o, it - - = =~ =

i) Progucar -sellor, one failwe and tiw 2@ jearners.

ki



12} Table 10 doaes not srovido a vory clear picture aof the o ! il ol
the participants; this s ag ftor the sggrogate nature of the ... - 5o LH
presentaticon. Howaver, the fsct that they have engaged thessol. .- (0
an octupation oulside of thelr howes (and villages!, for rea...n
beyond th2ir contral, the women ar« sobile to an extent. 0Of the
Participants those in tha categories of “haats sxcepting the =zell.ng
anese” and of "nen~selling haals and villaga producars™ nuaberd... &
(246%), are acre sobile than the rest. Leact mobile &re thouwe whe
pracure their supplies “rom "village nrnﬂu:lri" = numabering (4o {’;'ﬂ
percent). Bulk of the tradere - at 21 {(34%), abtain their su;pli--
From different haats including the selling ones and village ot cornl

as will as the tormer.

Table~11: Exparience of drastic ispoverishament during the
participants” life-time ,

- - o — e =

Experience category Freguancy

- S S ——

rastic i1mpoverishment 18 137)
No drastic 1mpoverishment 28 (4X)

Figuwres in the parenthe.es Indicale percentages.

12} The participating omen who Can rencabar a tise when the .
LCanumLC conditions war» better than at the present muaber 1n (207710,
Thi= reasining &3 percaen' have not experienced any drastic
impoverisheent Jduring Lieir 1ifo bLiaw, clalaing that their fcrf'._'-i..:v'--m
were canfortablae. Moct havae bnown ialy economic hardshiip erolws
thelr parental hbuvews o at huckends or since becoming

widow/divarced/abondongi.

12



Table-12: Distribution aof participants by the length of their
samity mesbherzhip and samity savings

. — P T—. e - el ] . A - — — - g =

Samity Length ov camily masbership
savings e i T 3
Crk%) Upto one 1 - 3 4 - 12 12 - 24 2% plus

month months months woiiths months
Nane & 4 1 0 0 1i 1)
Upto 10 1 7 1 0 ¢ 24
1t - 23 H 2 Z 1 QO 0.t Lend
24 - &4 (¥ 0 b4 > i e B
a4l - 59 1 (4] 2 1 (W] o %)
Sa Plun 0 1 (} ] Q - I O
Tatal 9 (24) 18 (I8) o (186} = (13) 3 8y 373.10G)

- s s e e e —_ —— e —

¢ One missing fros whca langth of avabarship wmas not found.

Figures in the parentl.eses 1ndicate percentage, n = 17,
14 In terms of Doth Z-xiLly uwnlwm-ﬁnﬁ and samity savings whuzh 1o
induced, not spootanesus) the cuncentretion of participantay v nea g
thé Jaower end of the sculos., Fw arample, distributions of tl e
participants are concentrated at Lhe zera to 10 taka savings roijs
(S4%) and al the upto tlree months "length’ cateyories (620, "l
cancwibration rapidly diminishes at haigher categorlies; e.y. ..ly =ignt
Pet et have bueen sasben s for (wo yoars aor langar, and L‘huh.u; o s
savitigs of ditaka or awre numbaor only five (132). The pictwoeo 1.
cheanged, albait somewhal, 1f Lhe participants with loans (far tr.of r.gid
ar e ﬂlﬁtlnﬁulﬁhﬂti- Out of 21 loanew pgarticipants, only ano :x in Liae
Catogury of *N~Plus-ac.th” for wesbwership, and throe are tow.t to

have cuntribuled 40 taliv or eoro to their sasmity savings funds,

13



Tabla-13: Distribution of participants by the amount of and

- nusber of months in debt _ :
Dubt por month | Nunbar oF months per yr-:r Total
Qroup ETR* in debt.

i TwWo Thrml
399 . 8 | 1~ 13
{013 - TP 1 2 o x
EO0 plus | 2 G 0 e
Total & 1 1 17

-g— e e —

o, of participants in Jabt but auount nat kaown = 3
Mol in debt (o consumcbion pe-algd o 15

13 Given their economic contdtion, Lorrowring {0 tonmumptic. purya oy
regulariy - 1L dey L assumed — iw LS be one of the participa.u-*
charactaristics. The sumier o non-debtors at 18 (472 is souaeeatiio
misleading. This 1% sa for tho.o wocsen are ot b 2 posstic: to
hocrow - going hungry Jduwing the economically depressed month- oy
Outobiy and Novesber is not now. Foim Lhouse who are regularl s in defit
= durimg particilar months each yeor, the amount does not appear e kel
because these are the acnths when expendlture are stringently
curtatlod. Sheer survisal 16 Lthe Etratiqf during the swducn of Lo

enployment around October and Novesbor.

14) Those without dﬂt does not indicate a better situation rm&pm'eil-g
wilh the debitors. For “he nonh-deblors thedir cnli;iitiﬂn i85 20 vatae a!q;;__
Lo wske it nearly impossible tor thes to hﬂrrﬂﬂr: Some siaply qo
nungry, au-n bayg, gome struggling with the uu:rql.-l laans that thasr
husbands had accusulate,’. Five of thise women l'?ﬂﬁ fallen Lentrpd “‘“@

reapayment of agricultural loans t'.aum ¥ram the ﬂr::ht Bank in 1954,

lenders in terms of the cost of the loans. Fourteen ot the 23 mjﬁ%ﬁ"'

ﬁlv intgrest at the rate of 20 parcent por lnnnth. The siy whr r;w,.r

Rp L L
R -

interest avail the loans from close relatives which are cepayible
; . '

14



within two-to-four week .. “he mosl common monlh when Lhe DO era
debt is Kartlk (mid-Oct.ber to Mid-Hoveaber), with other woni! - -.c'

as Chaitra tmid-March to ald=-April) following bul at 3 distan. r,

18 Tha lurl::l._:ﬁf these loans can be divided into two groups: Lins
and non-kins. fﬁl lattar, non-kina dumlnlt-lnﬁ the distributirn Al 15
out of L0 dihtnri_,:- Thoze in their respective villagoa = uwusll g
surplus and utddi?ﬁ farsars, who lend for an incoma are the non-Fins,

Kins may be :luig#_rtllt‘. v or distant; three participants having to

e
pay interest and %Twn not,

:%_
4
Talile=14: Debt n&mtlnﬂ in 1984-85 :n-pnrlci with pre-1984
' - —— _ - ——
1984 ) : 1994-0% debt status
debt ' ﬁi SN v = — i
atatun Na daebt Mz 1in Better than Horsa than
. ~ pra "84 pro- '84 pre - "84
Debtor 2z 5 & : 7
~Non-debtor Iﬂr’__} 0 8 . 0
Total 12 5 14 7
e i i — - e - —

19} Table—=14 suffors the weaknese of not indicating the extial os
quantitalive :hu'he in Lhe debt situation over the periods of pre-"05,

1984-83 am:! I?Bﬁ':_'i:-_g" It lln_plf distributez the partizipants by Lhei:

debl situation lritw compared with the pro—"84 period. Tha Lzra
*dobt =i I‘:u.ni‘;i.uu'w"fIi in the contexl of Table=14, 1s a gualitative
refaraence indicating, #ur exzample, cne’s debt scituation to have
improyed shauld one reduce one's debt or worsen should it Increass.
The increase and decresce are not guantified, nor their axtent

acertained.

20) Table-13 shows thal 20 of the participants are debtors in 1924,
and Table—iA Ihﬁ%ﬁel €ur ther $ix to have besn debtors in 1584-8%5..

15



That is. six participants improved thair debt sitvastiom belac . l‘w”‘“;
and 1984. Prior to this 18 (37%) rzported to have improved 1.0 ""“*
5. buat) on hetmﬂ;i nrnr—'ﬁ-’; e anst 1EA-08%. Faoboen el w30 ”
this ismprovemant fall bevond Ehe scope nf a Bassitne "uae, 0o "ﬁ

not depieted in the tab e paor in thie Lext, M thiose not sripr s @ T g

wrsening debt sityrtion {4 ir Taole-14Y, 1B are non-dablors o
Terming these to be ecooronlcally botter-off will be premetoy e v
they are simply too poor ta boreos.

Table-15: Number of pﬂ'ti:iplntl by monthly uup.ndits,ﬂ'll, houschold
gize and number of other earners

i —— E— —_—— — e - —

Estimated ha;st: m-m*rt*hlf Eﬂrpem:lj ure (Laka)

H/b size Other sar - ‘o e —— e [g34 7
tho.}  ner tNo.) Under JC0 ;‘.’n."ﬂ‘.‘! 200 1000 100
e {0 una 1Yy Al 1199 | Bt Al
o 7 S 3 t ~ - - _,
1 - 2 = - - - - - C
E 3 — L — -y - - T
T i 1 1 - - - %
$ -4 1 f ¥ - 1 3 4 - o
2 éﬁ = - as - - 2 P
o - 1 - - 1 -
5~ b 1 - - - - 3 - 3
4 * = = - = - Ly
; . ﬂ. = . i — -_ - .D..-‘
¥ plus i - - - - - - 0
2 = - - - 1 1 r.4
. e - _ YL “
| Total - 'ﬁ = A a 3 ? = o
21) Poverty ﬂ* u p#ti:ipiﬂts it further. hiﬁhliﬂhtﬂd by thear

monthly nmnehniﬂ expenditure. (he atperlditwn amount arcups tin Tabig
15) should not be viewed 45 atusdlute but as indicative. Only the mils
~items are n:::m.lrg!:nd in sstimating -thni-r expenditure. These | s !I;t:
food and '::l:l‘thtﬂ_}__ﬂj fooe Includes kibtchen itéﬁﬁ guch as cookinng o
{edible) oil, f&#l, salt, avap, as well ag rice (Lthe major mnan'-’i"ﬁar%
ttoa), tﬂﬂﬂtnhl.i; and F:sh twhich i35 not regularly taken, covtears doil

.ﬁi.

14



‘wradlTiOnAllY feld eancaption of rural tifae). gntnlnn Hpmﬂtm
@““
ﬁﬁ

i
are estimated for unn yiar, and fobd items *Fﬂlﬂ?.hl last wesk: Mh
then are converted to arrive at monthly #igures,

22 Turning to Table—i%, eight of the parti:inmtﬁ arsg niﬂf:mﬁ Eit s
reasons such as inability to estimate nnp-nditqra or Qross
innnnsistun:f in the pnrticipantn aceounts, Hﬂcaunt: of EﬂpendituHE

' By tha 30 which are tumﬂ ated ara expecten to tgntttn nrrnr; tut agr
tu the extent ta render the findings- nnaningza:ﬂ.

23) 1n expenditure catagories of .BW_ taka or more, a nuaerically

| important portion of the participants ara above the sean monthl .
expanditure of 876 taka (a=30) - at 17(57%). Thirteen (437) ac2 in
categories less than B0y Laka, whivh provides i""rarr.her wido
expenditure distributior. As expenditure (demand) is a “uncbion of
income this distribution is indicative of the nature and compocitijon
af the participant househalds. Thasc in the higher expendityre rlasza
Qgroups majority is in Yargar household size ﬂa;'::m tof 5 or mw e
meabers), and tho freguuocy of o second or third (excepting b
partilicpants) earnuer is Jowminaeting. In the lower axipenditure clansea
14 ie Lhie reverse; fewer numbars of other ewrners and housoho'd
canposition is lower. The presence of athor esarper is InUicarive of
the nature of the families: thane participants who head their i
households wre 'di'w;:gdmidmdr sbanduned. Tha priwary othor garpar
is the husband with young sans - those not yet loft hose,” sccount ing
for the tews or more clacs. g

24} The =sean monthly expenditure oi the pﬂrti:éiauﬁ is 875 tahy with
a standard deviation of 373.7. Tha lowest is 2&; and hignest it 14745 .

ﬁhn former was divorced 15 yaari agw at thu aqﬁ%T 25, her oniy

W

of thres (daughtmi:

daughter is married. The latter is aged 3%; @ J: -

L7



o _ P i
~olher serners, ocwnarsehip of durable and in:unifﬁnnnrating assots -
‘_-l' =
5 L
- which may not be excluded even if income data is accurate ancl

‘reliable, constitule satequards for th:'ihdvt-ihﬂﬁnﬂe and consequent

CfFindings will rivt be iapaired.

i wmarried) with husbang and o L5 voor ald son ars gther gar s = .-

23) Tahle~3d previously shed light 26 the number of particig.nts &6,
dre the hosd of their respective families. The main bread wioers q@

their respective famidive thase 17 woman are unshle Lo eetime & trorg

tncome tor Lhe uncertainbly and the fluctuating nature of thelr trodsg

The women who are nut the heads are in e¢qual darkn@ss as ragards the
jucome of their husbandu or othsr gucabers of thair reipwctlv&
housahalds. Prouing way hava rﬁﬂultedlin datq{hut Lhere aey i itn
suricus questiuns regarding ite accuracy and relisbility. abtence nﬁ

data on income from prisary occupaticn 15 no dﬁﬁht a soricus

sethodological weaknesas. Mowever, given the ﬂif:unﬁtanﬂni &hd mat-ared

of the study this waakncss can not be tatally eliminated. The

dnclusson of verlablas vach as espendd ture, cawvings, debt, nvebier b

1

L1

‘mothodalogical flew. 1t is expected that the robustness of tiw

—_—

‘24! Change in econoeic status,it is assumed, Eaﬁ bR gauged Ly &
cliange lg savings, debt lamount and purposa), sxpendituwre and
ownerchip of “asscts such ia léndflhnmnitand ani arablea), imploasnts
{plough, oxen, dhoki eti) and income $frum such.-Sources as Lrues tﬁ41§£
gt fruats). Uwnership of implewentzs ﬁhd durih}e aegsels as wi-ll!l oo
aanets yielding i1ncome, include plough, dhnkl.r;hnﬂkifkhnt, Fradla
recelvers, spade, rickshaw, frutt treas, :lampagf nanbao, wri., F~
ttal of 14 42%) uf bthe participants Gt tanEMHntu and Jui siile
assets: saven own chowki/khat, sSix own spades, and dheki is Swned by

10 gf the participants. Mot owning any of these, %8 percant of Lhi

1H



participants can not atford a spade wiich i3 the main 1mplemont of @7

AL

day labourer, o dheki shich 16 requirad to uusL paddy (stil! &
hosebasad but {est disappearing, scoupation of wamen).

&
27 1In the group of ncr owilng anr 1m1mt, durables or hwu%__*

q:n:ritinq assots, are la partil:'lpants who ;i-.rq§ 19846 owned na tr zas Hﬂ. L
§
alone any iacomd therefrom.

. Table-14: Participants by income earned from

Income class (TK.,1986) mﬂ- of Partictpmn
q . L6 (6. |
1 = jﬂ: E 1 I:SJ* 4
-_E_‘.I'. - 200 - b1 HI&
201 - 400 3 8y
|01 Flg:n o x X IHI
Totat .~ . 38 hog;

F!.nuru 1n pqrmthnm 1nﬁil:ttn pnr:-nmn:l; :
28) ﬂlthmh th#gnm that the Wbl:tpﬂl\ﬁﬂ are enjaying 'Em;!l H!%
af #ruits do nnl: i-.ppnar conclusive at the agmregate laval , £t
individual earrungs - particularly those in 401 plus incame classs, are’
of mignificance. Table 1& dogs not indicate ;éha number or varistloe
it btrees - Wwhich -#n N appendis, ﬂ}.ilch are necensary indicatsrs for
future @arning. Thase not earping any in:M--in 1986 arm coepoisa of
those whose houestead t-eas have not yisldad any incose, too smsl)l
plots to nupwt horticulture and non~ouners., Future nar_ni__ng: ct those |
With own homestead and sapling or growh trmj.. 38 likely to inoreazoe i
with tlawe, pravided theze are not rlled “'f, :nur“. the !atter

SECHieE a lump sum fhotae),

e . |
291 Participants with credit from HRAL approved source are lisbod
below with serial numbe- and naso 'tﬂﬂﬂ"mﬂﬂ&;iﬂﬂ to Appendices), ioan
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amount reported by BRAC stafé and the participants, total saconi

repaid by individuals eu of 19 Fabruar, 1997 and rends ks,

Table—17: The loan situation -
Nam2 with Loan amount (Tk) Wy - Rumar ks
81 . No. - -— sk (Th)
HRF&E Part: Elpﬂﬂtﬂ
- -H— —_— e _—— I R e e
1. Jahura 150 150 =  lworking tugethos
Z. Roshena 150 1850 Sl n
4. Hogara 100 LOG (1)
. Laily 100 1850 (2} 120
4. Rehana 100 100 i1} i
7. Sanekha 1¢0 100 - Farlure. Na trede — ecn ™
lending at 19 po /e
I0.Roailla &0 530 2) 34D
120 Hatbanu = e s
13.Rashana 550 S30 (2 70
13.Lipt 400 40v () 23 _
la.Josia 2&0 250 Ju Also T.700 worth garasits
_ ua PAYE
L. M. ihatun 260 260 18
17.Sahi ton 280 260 70
20. Tarabany 260 - —
21, Josna 2460 200 (3) s T.59 gpent for scalow ang
waights.
2. Julekha 230 /420 (2) 30 Two Lrade:,
23.Kagia 200 200 =0
24.N. Jahan 200 - - ¢ Working Lagethor
2% Homema 200 - - * Requested /(or paddy 1..
ab.AC L >80 20¢ (4) f1y Bag of flouwr 1.U00
betwean two. Sold sharc
for Tk. 380.
Z7.Jahura FAYE Garmants.
Motes: (1) Utilising T1.930 each frosm a pravious venturs., for haal
"I:rad:.ng.
J!ﬂ!' aid varicos tuitial sum within, waeks, usel as

Jldﬂil thoir abtlity at trading, thaea recaivid
pﬁiﬂnﬂt loan.

(X) The discrepancy in loan aﬂmt hu‘nut been adeguaialy
expl ained.

'4) Hes unable to sell {flour (praovided in kind) valued by
AT stafe) & T.400 for the price had fallen; abls to
211 tor T. 380 which has bean canvertud 1nto presynt
loan.

»



30) |  ‘Five traders (51. NoS.5,10,13,14.22) were ! rﬂ!

prnuiﬂﬂ with small ammints of credit on tha condition thit they

denonstrate their lh'Llity at trading. Having desunstrated thess
‘accumen for traging by m::q“fully p.-mt;:_i-pitl,ﬂ in t.r.ﬂdinq“ “rd
repaying (without interest) the initial creait within shortect
posiible time period — between two to four weeks, furthor cricit fua
“Hm extended. They do not follow a very ir-inl.ﬂ; rﬂmrmt aChadul e Lut
regularity is nnphuﬂiﬂ! (less than thes r.h R iﬁlﬂ":ﬁﬂ Pt ol
vnt has been fined = daveline 15 Febr ETY 1'?5?, for any of bt

I

participants.
:léijl

311 Hosera and mm_ (81, ﬂpa. £ R a. respectively) althouss |

l"‘ll:thtld 1m tuk:.m ﬁ:r ‘hluﬂ: trqdinq.. they iﬂq dtlLi.:im; m z;kﬂ
that sach received sarlyer for m:mtlmr scheme. They are listad to
mvl received 100 taka cach for haat traging W. it i not clear

mﬁmw ar nat ‘tha repa is be cdncurrent or the naat Todn: b *ﬁﬂ

-

e adjusted ui.t.h thl earlier ami traatad as m.

R

32 uuuu ‘and ‘Acia (Si. Nos. 3 m 26 rupnq]:.jvmw face mors
wl-.fm- prnhlm l'.ﬂ:ltm repaid. m hﬂ-F of thn prim:im m af 200 s
m the w’:”i_.'f“ftf;_ .
Mving a tgt"-ll l:lf 380 taka f:r sale of !'-l'-'llll aF:tuI.u." nﬁiﬁh shauld hwq

.._..

hl‘-ut:hnd 400" tm tﬂ Htimﬂd hrﬁ‘ m: This -Haur was part of # hayg .
‘tworth B00 taka) given Lo two samity monbers on condi ttm t‘.hﬂ: 2

for a mt: rearing m:.hm mm it wds slolen.

m:mful sale of the ‘lour wauld anatile ﬂun_ﬂ,t.n rmiw mmdit LR

i =

......

_.-____. e TE
H Tgw i
o = s i



S%) Jahura and Roshena (1 =nd 2 respeclivly — one time DEGg s | l;rtﬁﬁ
traders, and Noorjhan a.d Mospoa (21 and 25 rospectivel v) wa bt o
tvams of two. The fareer have poaled taslr resources l];anEJ Las
wi.gage themsalves in paddy/rice L) aldihg and SRasOial vessesodit oo,
NucrJjalian and Mamanae are <icter wu;lrnud the -ﬁl_:_t!_;llﬁ af mabking sate of

&
bamboo splinters from the in-laws of Mowmena, the @lder of tw:.

Iraded Goods and Lommgdities

Table—-18: Participants in the paddy/rice trade

— -

Loan Faddy/rice trading as

Caotogory Pricnary i Eacundarv,;
Loance 12 4
Non-Loanee 4 1

- - o - arws

35} A total of 22 participants are engaded tn paddy!rl:& Lra-dhiog.
Procured paddy is processed and the rice is sold at haats. Five o
thesa 22 are nﬁﬁaqnd;ln ather trades such as kerasene, garments ete,
thus their categorisaticn under tha hzading “Secondary™ in Table 12,
The largest single traded (tes rice accounts for 17 particijonts hlaﬁf
"primary” trade it is,

Tahle-19: A Sample of participants by procuremsat and selling
prices of paddy and rice respectively

— o wm — . Fema ma e - - . -

N At Frocureadant Lat« aulling price of fradinyg o -

l.No. prica, paddy(Tk.) ri1ce pDer 1,20 scers plus
4. Hosera Wies" i-& Feb'87 12.00 1t
1Z. Matbanu =95 ’—-13 Yabtgv 11.20/711.50 2,275
& o' ODct—-Nuv' 86 13.50 ¥
243D Nov~=Dec ' Bés .75 18.4
lo.Rashuna -t 14-20 Feb*g7v 11,50 7.6
1. dJosia 2460 LA-20 Feb'a? 11.90/12.00 -2.4/43.9
17.0%00L w -ty 7=-13 Fab'i32? 11,00 - B
278 End Jun'4? 13.00 16. 2
= .Julekha -4 7=13 Fuali* 87 - -
ab.Acia 290 7-13 Feb 87 12.00 10. 5

—_——— - - = = _ —_——— - = =

22



3é) ‘m:u-ﬂ is mgunu-ud as "an indicaliocnh of ﬁ-\im and pru‘il:.. ’ln&%
fluctuations as rnpnrtﬂd hr the participants, 1n prnturanant EXa T4
selling prices between weeks und within waeks are gquitetell.ng. Thiw
indicates the unstable nature of commodity prh?ﬁiIll Lhus wecer * aind
regarding return/profit. Although the daLa_in!&ahIn-l? b& rici
camplote for thare 1w ne data on other lntermedisery coEls s’ aa el
1o processing o nppnrdunitv coat o Lhe labour oxpendasd o
pruocessing and trading. Thess Jdat.s srg not avaiiable nor u;; "SR
pussible to compute or estimate Lthum fam the ﬂéﬁrﬁitr af the Lazi:,
particularly when viewsd it within the baseline nalure of Ehe: ropw L.
Frices fluctuate rather widiel, as shown in Table—19.  During bthe weo¥
af 7 to L3 February 1987, thera are tuﬁ.ﬂiifﬂrlﬁt prices — G345 taka
Hhd 2850 taka pur maund of padidy. The filuctuastion in galling prioes
are aluo wide at 11.90 taka to 12.00 through 11.20 and 11.50 (ar ' %

sirar OFf rice,

37) The resulting return is also fluctuatingy Matbanu's 2.9 tuike
swplus in the same wees ie Amula’s Z.& taka deficit., During the weck

of 14-20 Februery Rashena and Jasia procured their suppliazs oL & 4C
£
taka por maund difference, and sold them at ﬂﬁa? taka per 1.20%9 oeer

difforence. Josia on one parti:ular day toaok ‘the s2lling price at
? il R mannd
11.50 taka)uith the result of 2.4 taka tradi ._ muj\ ‘Becauco of

-'-E:=':"c -

38} For the small quantities that these uunﬂﬂ%prn:uru_at Sy k3 thﬂg?
dn not enjoy the benefit derived frow large scale purchase. & central

procurement cystem for the paddy/rice Lraders ggv rﬂﬂHLiwﬁﬂﬁh prr

.l.'-'\."c"’

i'

cwaund ta indiy{dualiparhlcipanti. Other ﬁﬂiﬂgﬁ?‘ i Fniiihlh, W e
,taken to roduce costs.



Icaded Sogds: Gargeols
Hamg: Josia (of Goherpara village:

Petticota: Five pieces, @ Tk.20 and & Tk.15 per siece-
Sold 2 pca @ Tk.22 and 2 pos @ TE.1S
Trading swolus Tk, & (sluck — nil)

Freck 3 26 pcs @ Tk. 20, @ Tk.lS and @ Tk.D pur plece
Sold 12 pecs @ Thk.ls, and 10 pcs @ Tk.&
Trading surplus: Tk.22 (srtock - Tk. 80).

Punjabi ¢ 29 pcs @ Tk, 12

Sold 235 pes @ TkaolZ
T?iﬂinﬂ swrplus: NilY (stack -~ nilf}

Namee Jahura (of Enlmrpa.-*.. willage?

Mami § . 14 pcs @ Th. 1S, ﬂ:.lﬂ, T.5, Tk.4 pur Plece.
Sold 3 pcs & Tk.10, 2 pcs @ Tk, 2 pcs @ Thk.D
Trading surplus: Tk.8 (stock - 7 g:i. different
sizes)

Punjabi =z 10 pcs @ T.20, T.15 and 7.8 per plece
Trading :mr.:luﬂw (stock - B8 pcs, different =ize)

Dlouse 3 < pis @ T2 i
Sold nane, surplus nilf izstock — 2 pcev.

‘Qasgcvation: :

The two participantis trading garments manuf actured at A4 iﬂrf.
domonstration to traineca and by trainees as p;;'mr.t:lr:il lessona}, nri
not satisfied with the f.l-ll.it? aof the joods Wt thay are swjf.iled
They are supplied these on pay as you 2arn :F;“El basis, lnlrl.ht:‘f hﬂ
had difficulty in sellirg the 1teas at cost Fll":"-'l{'-i:' (fixea by AAT
staff). Hﬂtﬂ'iii. design and stitching arao r.:ti low quality, thus nqﬁ
fetching the mpril:ll to break evan. The above chart sieply ldmﬁﬂi;iﬂﬁ
the cost prices and the selling prices, all aj:hmr canta such ...
transpaort and cpportunity (ost of Tha particigantsa’ lalour have ol
boen accounted for. Hewre, the ters trading surplas is esplas il £

nut prafit. It should e notad by thase concernced «wilh thas 0w

and pricing of thae goode, that the consumars who wish to purch.ss e

-4



= e

tand not l.umd) iiill"mt!i pay m:rl: +ind the :uw qn.ﬂlttv ni'-' Htﬁriat

appesl ing.

Jasla is also Ltrading rice ang may for t;l:'h_n tsme being Lo abl. J_ﬁ_g

carry on with tha garments trade. Jahura however 13 not eng geid Lo

'.!.:“:c H,

any othar tratde and she is likely to face difjﬁfinultf §f she :2 nac :
%

akle to ﬁeil the goods; givem to her for thﬂ se. Both the woasn

are vociferous with thair discontent at the Q}ahtv and :ﬂﬁt Pricoes nf

the garments :uppunﬂt: them by the AAF, Jﬂﬂﬁur-

Q¥ the ﬁlrttq:ﬁpanti_ in the hawt trading Schaee oine have beon
1nvn1vteﬁ in trips to Dhaka (some slzo to Pabna in the north and |
Chittagong in tho south) o procurs various goods and commooities, tﬂf
trade at di#ferent hni:_i.and bazaars in amlfuﬂ' tfiitrii:t aresl.

C These traders aroe late cosers ta BROC inwire? ssmities T tuw, nave
been menbers for %vm two years; one for I:hrﬁ monthe md !:hn mt
(%ix) are lass thm thr ee wmanths (thair riﬁpﬂﬁtiﬁ serial eoaabecs -
corrgsponding to the individual data in the micn, aray 6wl
%3 lv; 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 4T). doining uta'“'thny'raamn that thoie
invnlvamt in Dhaka trips and present prnﬁp:ct of availing credit
inr trading purpose are tha main determining fu:uarﬁ.

Economic hardship that befell a large partion of the country in
the wake of the Har aof (ndepandence o 1971 and the return of 0
willion wer tine refugees 1s probably the primacy 'J'i_.ti:nr farcing Li
nine woeen ~ the Dhaka trippers, ta venture aut of ThHeir homes,
village and the loacality in saarch of Hv&lilﬁ@d. Execpt bis ols
dJosia and 19 Sahitan? tne rest are. fm_:.i_-_l'l 1nnLM in trading or Wwirions

items in Dhaka, Jamalpur and ogther parts of t!;n country.
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Those still iﬁvulunu in tpter-dictrict tfading have not et
recaived any :rlﬂi.t. froa usual Bﬂﬂ: ar any uthﬂr npprwau lifnirl..iﬂ.g
Bichotomising the Mkﬁ trippers l(above) wunder the Lwo heads of
:umﬂitiu am:l goods it should be noted that these are broad

'l;lt&nnri-“ lﬂl- 'Eﬁlﬂllﬁ- itams dn at times overlap. With eredil troa
BRAC approved suurﬂnﬁ'ﬁnaia and Sahiton have :naﬁan to be Dhala
~tr|.ppﬂri and the rest Hiih ta follow El.ﬂt.f I:rudlt friom BRAC, 1n Lhﬁ

&:‘

nplmnn, is to provide tetiter socurity in thu?ﬁ"n of betbtor terac ﬂ
:ﬂnditlm; presently being dependent on the hq;ih tarmu of hesing tu
pay une-half of the profit us cust of capital; and very short
repayment schedule tusunlly 3 wewksd. Those ;lith softer tirte: arwe

depmndant an the whins of the soney lender wha j“,f'"-l" demand repnvecnt Bk

aven shorter tiee perioa.

Euture Bessarch
The prasent base<line reseaircn findings = it ie snvisaged, u,ilf

fora the basis for future regRakl on- thiv issus. Further rasesrch 54

nacussary nﬂ@wﬂﬂlr to gauge tha cffect of the scheme on thi :wdﬁwvjﬂﬁﬁ
participants but alin ar other samity members unﬂ en rural g,.Taﬂ:ﬂtti 9.
This research may btake place in 12 to 18 mtw tim; fr Ehe aw
intervening periad resesrch may Le caried r-u!: tn order to oo ﬂ‘m_t*.

the economic efficiency of the schoewse. this: i;,ntﬂrnad:.atn rEnE T naiy

Focus on the imilﬂhing' £

2



a} The effect of increased amount of craﬂnt thenafits of
ecanoay of scalds

b Possibility of supplueacontary credit at Ltiwes af high
seasunal trading;

€} Possibility 9 creation of 3 central procurasant s-wloa
to purchase Jerger gQuantiti=s during high supply «&asene
{e0.g. paddy curing posl— harvest period when price: are
low);

d) Possibility of setting-up permanent shops (Gwnod aaa
operated by tihree to four participants) at hsal sites
to trade goods Lo lessen dﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂigﬂ commodi ties the
prices of which are vary unstable;

@) Pousible time—frame within which a participant ie ahle
ta repay the ERAC lcan having actcumulatod capital
suffec.ent to gperate her trading lngupandﬂﬁtlv;

These :aﬂ be part of research dasigned tn%isuass the effacl of
the schese, conducted at & later tiame. The fqllnw:nﬁ, inter slia, may
e researched after a suitable time—pericd (10 months, for e-aaple:

i? perception of the participants regarding trading by
wamen and other income gunorating activities by wowsng

i1} percaption of other (male) traders and buyers;

itit the effect ano/or relatianchip of nl:tmr scheman
undertaken by respactive V.0. seabers;

iv) Dbase-line infor-sation on haats at which the
particigants btrade to provide inforaation of the
setting withia which they trade, and to atudy the
demonstration effect;

vi indentificatiun of alterpative sourcees of supply and
demand to reduce costs and/or increase revenuo;

vi) effect aof tharr paftlciﬂatinn on local warketting:
musber and vo.ume of i1teoms btraded, prices of traded
goods and comaodities etcs

vii) economic and waocial affects of their participation, on
sndividuals as well as the aggragate (o.qg. =avings,
debt, aunthly expaadibure nith consumption pattern,
ansets, sharg of family iocome, the participants’ role
in declision miking =t hawe, Lncidence of exploitat..n
by husbands, wbc.ls

vili} the participants rale and 1hvolvemsent in samity
acktivities {(e.9, callective ecunomic shceme, social
action, etc.i:



ix} particular prublems faced by the women erising froa
their trading activities | :

Conclusion

ARs the women begun trading activitias in any arganised swa i
with institulional credit (NGO sector) over th;"pﬂ-iuﬂ o T T R P
Decamber 198&, it is racher swrly to conduct regsesrch o &sc.d vais
*affects’ or *impact'. The presint endeavour simply attemat. =
gather data which can be utilised later, as banchwarks. Pali.y
iuplir.ati ons have not been attoimplod but as 'uﬁiprm:t' SCuky  Gen
ingicated under sub-titles of ~future rescarch’.

Huwever, should the obijective of BRAC in general ann th: e X
schime in particular, be ganeration of Eﬂplﬂfﬁ}t and income s
lam;ninq__l-Fha benaficiaries on to sustained ilﬂ-r&l-_iﬁncﬂ, tivzs
ful lowing recommendations may L@ considered.

e first and most chvious is that the size of loans to
individuals should be ilwressed, depending an ifndividuil Bar | Gt 1T
thus iar and their ability to efficiently MAMAGEe 1NCreased oo ume oF
brade.

It should also be runside od whether or nﬁt Lhe pasticssmibe or 2
shil®z tu gperale a central procin cmsnt eystem by which they sco o ab ¢ #‘ﬁ:
Luy during high supply fﬁaﬁms at bulk rates, 1in credit. o i -
considersd in tandem, the possitility of setting-up parmanent ohose
WHACTY ey ﬁ:ﬁ_—- the villuge levol purchese and d:iitﬂhuhnn FEiDie, ol
well as operate as reta’l outlete run by participants. Beceo o 47 e
Tow loevel of capital incolwvement (evon aftor the itncreaze suj oo P
abGval) if way be pruden: to eaphasise goods rathar bthan cooesod: Sl Fore
for the retatl trage; instability fn the price lavel o Lhe 1-'!2.1.!?{;“.
render if i"&' too risky.

The participants wxy also ouplors bthe possibiitty of topoane G0EE

sueircee of supply and demand 5s the cant bioan. It aught ro b

Za



‘should strictly be volunzafy. vVoluntiarily the masbers may cﬁm-itvi.ﬁl
part of the n;li;'ltilt to wh.ch the Mtcl-mt'i-ﬁi’ﬁﬁnl thasr actiser:es,

Erpmw:ﬁ tﬂ" ii“%e,m f;ra:hg ..md peer £ chpant tnml VERBOT Cra s ?_
ﬂ'muld e c-ﬂ*uﬂﬂ*‘.[r nim &Ly O th&t the ﬂimuniﬁ af BIol s ko
npl erode the -ﬁli'l.'!l nﬂn@-wﬂ priar b Hﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂi‘-m.

V &:ﬂ#aws and rmmﬂatima becoss meaningls o -

i

‘Woes disburseeent mF tm R m cradit, should the quet &t .
“toe guods and services is not of a ia-i.{mhrd“ acfeptable to tﬁq
Eemisamy 3. (The case ot 'ﬁﬁrn&ﬂtu supslisd by the Fonadating T
peint in guestian). FE s sot necirisory that the servicas -ﬂ'!'.'.mﬁl-.:l L -

aiﬂd at the lowwsl i‘ﬁﬁmlﬂ el ] }ifk'ﬂ the Fﬂrtl’ﬂ:ﬁﬁi‘tﬁ EhsGg i,

prapEnGLty ta i'.n:'im% Lhe m’ddl’i&“” iﬁﬁ*mﬂ:q*um:!‘ plrEnaces Lo ot
s
cﬁpﬁtrnlnﬁd hf”iuhﬁintmm f.miﬁtam:a La*eatmt af the Yot s, T

...........
......
.......

t.lnng tha Luasy higl:my twm:tinu .hm!pw Lo .Hith vamidm.n a;m;t
: ]
Phisbia dn Ethe mh ﬁ@ Eowsth mt., @t mﬁnndfr n:ir:im-t Ehere Wy ouf tE

o idewand for mw qual Ly garacgts: ¢ & note of s;ﬁ.rﬂnn s v

.-ﬂ,,. Lt
F.?

Bucdiese Bl

k “for Lud aawahts in Ehe lowar imﬂ? ﬂi’ﬁf'}f_,??i#‘“%

5 prm E knnu.l.wnn m«F ﬁn&iﬁum mfa:i‘im, mﬂ parte tis
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management of the scheme, by thi'Firtiﬁiﬂintlfhégpiitiﬂriﬁi wf  an
exogenous intervention. f

Dur ing .dﬂti callaction intorviagws it trapnspirsad (not progocly
investigated) that the participants’ .nvulvmﬂ?;n decizian  xk Ly
regarding schemes taken -ip by V.. goabers, i3 lﬁqliq:hl&. Ty
reliance on BRAC staf+ {(lheoir "Apas ) is totals thﬂ-pirtlﬁlﬁu{ti TR
not aware of the goal ot the scheme, neither are they aware o0 e
rete of interost to be paad althounh they have bsgun rERaYMN. t al
difterent amounts.

The difterence in ssounts disbursed to individual partic rpanta
may lead ta discontent,(which has nol beon reported by wany bt
fleatingly hinted at.y IMe skilisc with which the prograsme s!afd Je s
vk B34 ﬁuzq dls:nnten;.ls tested and whigctive buﬁ;a noLe BFf Coub it

will not be ﬁw-'-r'i:l;!;i-ng.
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2)

33

4)

32

TF O¥9 eve ¢

Mo formal or snvormal schooling: 1= Dams iy -bic,
Unmarieds; 1= Married+living with Husl sy
Widuwad; |

Divorced or abarmkioned.

Not cilear; 1= Joaned with othe's; Zaﬂmmlunmmt!_fj
Loans.

No chiection to haat trading by participact.’:

Some sbjection but rotb pard att=ntion to.
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