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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

I have always been curious about learning the craft of writing. It was something that I 

considered one of the oldest and most consistent things in life humans can do. When I started 

studying in the English and Humanities department of BRAC University, I found the 

opportunity to learn about writing not only from an academic perspective but being a major in 

Media and Cultural Studies, I could also explore different styles and orientations of analytical 

writing from a professional and journalistic perspective. 

 

When I was a child, my father was serious about me learning English. It was a popular 

belief back then that knowing the English language can take you to places. I used to have fun 

reading English books, mostly non-fiction ones. In school, I performed better in English 

subjects than in other subjects. So, it was always a corner of confidence and comfort for me. 

After my father passed away, I had no one to make the right decisions for my life. At that time, 

as I knew I was good at English, I wanted to major in English at the university. However as a 

degree in English is not considered profitable, my family wanted me to study Law. In the end, 

it did not work out for me and I shifted from Law to English in 2022. 

 

At first, I was confused about what major to choose. I had friends who already 

graduated from the English department, so I talked with them. Most of them advised me to 

study linguistics. I personally liked literature as I found it interesting. Yet, in the end, I chose 

Media and Cultural Studies as my major. There is an obvious reason for my choice. I was 

already working as a freelance writer. When I saw the subjects offered under the Media and 
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Cultural Studies major, I was clear about what I was going to select. Courses like Copywriting, 

Editing, and English for Print Media were going to hone my writing skills and extend the types 

of services I was offering in freelancing marketplaces. Especially copywriting, which is one of 

the in-demand skills in today’s world, lured me in the most as it is a tough skill to learn. 

Majoring in Media and Cultural Studies helped me learn more than just copywriting. I learned 

how to write for news, and magazines, how to edit articles and news reports, and also different 

philosophies and theories of globalization and cultural studies. 

 

I never had any serious interest in the news. Growing up, the only parts of the news that 

were of interest to me were the sports section and the entertainment section. I remember my 

father used to keep The Daily Observer as our daily English newspaper. Later, he started 

keeping The Independent and New Age. That was when I first got familiar with the New Age 

newspaper. Now newspapers like The Daily Star and The Dhaka Tribune are the most popular 

newspapers in Bangladesh. Even then, the childhood memories of my father keeping New Age 

as our daily newspaper created a soft spot for the newspaper inside me. Out of that, I decided 

to do my internship in New Age. 

 

Our Spring 2023 semester started in February. However, by the time our classes started, 

many of my fellow ENG466 students were halfway through their internship journey. But, as I 

was skeptical about whether I should start my internship before the start of the semester, I 

waited for my classes to start. Ultimately, I joined the office of my internship on 12th February 

 

New Age brings out both physical and online newspapers. My job was to write reports 

on the news collected by the reporters at the news desk. During my internship, I got a first-

hand experience of the things that I learned in my courses in Media and Cultural Studies. The 
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Deputy Editor of New Age as well as my supervisor and colleagues were experienced in writing 

effective news. They helped me correct my mistakes and showed me different techniques I 

could use to write better news reports. 
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Chapter 2 

A Brief History of New Age 

New Age is one of the leading English newspapers in Bangladesh. It is one of the most 

outspoken newspapers in Bangladesh, which is also portrayed through its tagline “Outspoken 

Daily.” The newspaper is known for its unbiased and neutral news reporting. A.Z.M. 

Enayetullah Khan founded New Age in 2003. The current editor of the newspaper is Nurul 

Kabir, a journalist, writer, columnist, and former left-wing activist. His courageous leadership 

allowed New Age to produce unbiased news for a long time. 

 

Figure 1: New Age Logo 

 

The logo of New Age is a red background with the words “New” and “Age” written in 

black and white consecutively. The colors red, black, and white represent the boldness of the 

newspaper. As New Age is not scared to publish the truth in their news, their fearlessness is 

also represented in their colors. While the red color is a symbol of bravery and boldness, the 

black and white are symbols of false and truth, right and wrong, and crime and justice.  

 

New Age offers both online and offline newspapers. The offline newspaper consists of 

12 pages and covers sections like national, international, editorial, op-ed, business, sports, and 
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entertainment. There are two types of online versions, one is the regular website version and 

the other one is the e-paper version. In the website version, readers can read news in web article 

forms, similar to how they read other articles on Google. In the e-paper version, readers read 

cut-out pieces from the newspaper. It gives the readers the traditional feeling of reading a 

newspaper. 

 

The office of New Age is located at Bir Uttam CR Dutta Road, Hatirpool, Dhaka. It is 

a safe work environment where both males and females work neutrally to provide authentic 

news. 
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Chapter 3 

Daily activities at New Age 

I joined the office of New Age on February 12, 2023. I was hired after an interview with 

Farid Ahmed, the Deputy Editor of the newspaper. He was also my supervisor. He appointed 

me to the news writing team under Mustafizur Rahman, the Chief Reporter, who assigned work 

for me, reviewed my work, pointed out my mistakes, and guided me throughout my internship 

journey. 

 

As a part of the news writing group, my job was to translate and write news reports and 

press releases. From the first day of my internship, I was instructed to read the newspaper of 

the previous day before starting to write any news. This was an attempt for me to get used to 

the writing style of New Age. Before joining New Age as an intern, I was familiar with 

journalism and news writing only within the boundary of what I was taught in our courses at 

BRAC University. So, it was exciting for me to know that every newspaper had a writing style. 

I read as many newspapers as possible to not only know how to write news reports and press 

releases but also learn new English words. New Age follows a writing style similar to BBC 

News and The Daily Star. This involves writing in a structured manner, avoiding informal 

language as much as possible, and focusing on key information. Also, these newspapers prefer 

British word spelling. So, I was also advised by my co-workers to follow those two newspapers. 

 

My first task was writing news reports on various national topics. These topics included 

accidents, local crimes, and incidents. Also, the news from the staff correspondents came in 

Bangla that needed to be translated into English. So, translation was another task that I needed 

to do during my internship. Furthermore, I wrote press releases provided by different 
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companies and organizations for their events and promotions. These press releases came full 

of excessive information that needed to be paraphrased without leaving any names or details 

out. So, carefully writing them was an important task for me. Moreover, doing all these tasks 

without any error was crucial as the news would be read by millions of people nationally and 

internationally. 

 

Apart from these, a common task during my time as an intern was to act as an editor 

for my own writings. This was an attempt to make me find out my own mistakes. It was also 

one kind of revision for me to see if I remember the previous mistakes I made and if I have 

repeated those mistakes. During the first two weeks, I would personally email the Deputy 

Editor my writings. Later, they went through the Chief Reporter followed by the Deputy Editor 

before it got published. 
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Chapter 4 

News Reports 

My primary task as a part of the news writing team was to write news reports. I was 

given some news information and assigned to write a 250-word news report. Along with the 

news report, I also wrote the title of the news. When writing these news reports, I needed to 

keep some factors in mind. These factors were: 

 

4.1 Organization of Details 

The first step of writing news reports was to organize them according to the importance 

of the details. It followed a pattern similar to the inverted pyramid structure. In this structure, 

the most important news goes first followed by other news. The least important news goes last 

in this structure. Most of the news stories that were handed over to me were of small incidents 

and petty crimes that went to the third page of the newspaper. As these stories are shorter than 

the news on the first page or last page, extra care was needed to make sure that the most 

important information went first. A common approach to organizing the details when writing 

news reports is to address the 5Ws and an H questions. In New Age, the questions “What”, 

“Where”, and “When” would be addressed first. After that, the question “Who” would be 

addressed followed by “Why” and “How”. For example, the editing on the draft of the Satkhira 

news (Figure 2) shows the reorganization of details in the inverted pyramid style. In that draft, 

the details of an incident similar to the news were written before the details of the person 

committing the crime. The details of the arrested is a piece of important information as it 

answers the question of “Who”, so it needs to come before less important details. Also, in New 

Age, the time of an incident is usually avoided in the case of petty crimes. This makes the news 

look smoother.  
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Figure 2: One Caught in Satkhira with 18 Gold Bars 
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Figure 3: One Caught in Satkhira with 18 Gold Bars (Edited) 

 

 

4.2 Brevity and Precision 

The next aspect to keep in mind when writing news reports was the length of the news 

and how it was written. The news has to be short, concise, and to the point. It should be written 

in such a way that the readers find it easy to read and understand. For example, instead of using 

the words “said to”, the word “told” should be used as it is shorter and easier to understand 

(Figure 4). One technique that can help leave excess words out of the news report is to read the 

news from the point of view of a reader after finishing writing. If the news seems smoothly 

readable during the writing process, then it means the news would be simple and smooth for 

the reader as well. For example, in a news report called “3 Lakhs Fined for Illegal Excavation 
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of Soil and Sand in Ramgarh, Khagrachari”, the Upazilla Assistant Commissioner said a lot of 

words but most of those could be avoided in the news report to maintain precision. That’s why 

they were highlighted and recommended to be omitted (Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4: 3 Lakhs Fined for Illegal Excavation of Soil and Sand in Ramgarh, Khagrachari 
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A part of writing news reports was to write the headline or title of the news. The titles 

or the headlines needed to be short and concise too. The general rule that needed to be followed 

was to keep the length of the titles within 10 words. Also, using the main keyword of the news 

in the title was another thing to keep in mind as that can grab the attention of the readers. 

However, in the beginning, I had problems writing short titles. For example, the title “3 Lakhs 

Fined for Illegal Excavation of Soil and Sand in Ramgarh, Khagrachari” is too long and would 

not be able to catch the mind of the readers, which is why this title was edited later to just “3 

Lakhs Fined for Illegal Excavation in Khagrachari” (Figure 4). The mistakes were also a 

doorway for me to learn new things about New Age as a newspaper. For example, I learned that 

New Age does not use the article “the” before its name. 

 

4.3 Word Choice 

 An important aspect of news writing is to make sure the vocabulary that is used 

is acceptable and on point. For example, in one instance, I wrote a news titled “Hijra Stabbed 

to Death in Gazipur City.” This headline was edited and changed to “Transgender Stabbed 

Dead in Gazipur City” (Figure 5). In addition, more changes were made in this news report. 

For example, I used the words “rescued the corpses” which was edited and changed to 

“recovered the dead bodies” as “rescued” is used in the case of living things and corpses might 

mean dead for a long time. So, vocabulary should be kept in check to choose the perfect word 

for the perfect situation. 
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Figure 5: Transgender Stabbed Dead in Gazipur City 
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4.4 Grafting Quotations 

Another aspect of writing news reports is writing quotes by others. As most of the news 

reports contained news of local crimes, accidents, and illegal activities, the information came 

with quotes from either hospital employees, police or other important personnel. When writing 

news reports, the name and the title of the person quoting should be used the first time using 

his quotes. The next time any of his quotes is mentioned, either the short version of his title or 

his last name should be used. For example, in one news titled “Schoolgirl Murdered in Sylhet”, 

when using the quote of the Officer-in-Charge, at first, his full name and title were used (Figure 

6). Afterward, only his shortened title “OC” was used. Similarly, extra caution needs to be paid 

to differentiate between the quote of a police officer and the police in general. 

 

Figure 6: Schoolgirl Murdered in Sylhet 

 

To conclude, writing news reports was the biggest and most demanding task of my 

internship. I made a lot of mistakes at first and my writings would get edited a lot. But with 

time, the number of mistakes kept getting smaller. In the end, each mistake being edited helped 

me learn something new and made me confident as a news writer. 
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Chapter 5 

Translation 

A big part of my job was to translate the news from Bangla to English. As part of the 

news writing team of an English newspaper that covers news from all over Bangladesh, it is 

important to know how to translate from Bangla to English. New Age has its correspondents 

all over the country from where they receive news. Most of these correspondents are unable to 

write news information in proper English. Moreover, they do not have the time to write the 

information in English as they need to send the information quickly to the New Age office. So, 

I found out the importance of translating for an English newspaper. 

 

I faced many hurdles in translating the information received from New Age 

correspondents. I had permission to use the internet and Google Translate if necessary but they 

provided strange English translations. Some of the challenges I faced when translating involved 

choosing the right approach and translating names. 

 

5.1 Approaches to Translation 

 When translating Bangla information into English, the approaches to translating need 

to be kept in mind.  These include different concepts of translating as well as different words 

in the source language and the target language. 
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Figure 7: Auto Rickshaw Driver Killed by Bus in Gazaria (Source Language) 

 

Generally, two common techniques can be followed when translating. These are literal 

or word-for-word translation and sense-for-sense translation. When paraphrasing, it is not 

possible to always use literal translation to translate the Bangla words word-for-word into 

English. For most of the translation, sense-for-sense translation needs to be used. In some cases, 

literal translation had to be used. Also, for words that do not have an alternative English word, 
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sense-for-sense translation had to be used. Sense-for-sense translation also results in the loss 

or gain of word forms or expressions. For example, in one news report, for the word “দমুেড় 

মচুেড়” (Figure 7), I used the word “crush” (Figure 8) for its translation as it has no equivalent 

English word. Even though the translated word suits the word in the source language, it does 

not clearly express the expression of the word “দমুেড় মচুেড়”. So, it resulted in a loss of 

expression. This news report had some literal translations as well. For example, the word 

“ব"াটাির চািলত  অেটািরকশা” (Figure 7) was translated into “battery-run auto rickshaw” 

(Figure 8). 

 

 

Figure 8: Auto Rickshaw Driver Killed by Bus in Gazaria 

 



18 
 

 

Moreover, as the news reports needed to be short and precise, paraphrasing Bangla 

words into English was an even tougher task. Most of the information seemed important and 

not worthy of leaving out. Translating them word-for-word would result in crossing the word 

limit. So, sense-for-sense translation was the only option to keep the meaning intact and the 

facts unchanged. For example, instead of using “Auto Rickshaw Driver Died after being Hit 

by a Bus in Gazaria” (Figure 7), I used “Auto Rickshaw Driver Killed by Bus in Gazaria” 

(Figure 8) as it does not change fact and keeps the meaning intact. 

 

5.2 Translating Names and Dialect Words 

When translating news from Bangla to English, it is mandatory to get the names of the 

places, people, and buildings correct. One way to do this is to find the correct spelling of the 

names online. If the person is a petty criminal, common sense needs to be used to write the 

spelling of his name. But in the case of respected people, the correct spelling of their names 

can be searched online. For example, in a news report named “3 Lakhs Fined for Illegal 

Excavation in Khagrachari,” the name of the Upazila Additional Secretary (Land) is “মানস চ+ 

দাস”. As he is not a renowned person, I could write his name as “Manosh Chandra Das” (Figure 

4). However, in the case of the names of villages, unions, upazilas, districts, and divisions as 

well as government and private buildings, names must be properly spelled when translating 

from Bangla to English. 

 

In some instances, there may be some Bangla dialect words the meaning of which can 

be hard to understand. For example, in an article, I found the word “,টঁটা” which is a word used 

in Munshiganj. This word indicates a sharp weapon that is used for catching fish. It was tough 
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to choose its equivalent English word as it could mean both a harpoon and a spear. Seeking 

help from others helped, for example, one of my co-workers helped me with this translation 

later telling me that the equivalent English word of “/টঁটা” is “Harpoon” and the word “Spear” 

is used as an equivalent English word of “ব1ম”. 

 

In general, translation played a big part in my work as an intern at New Age. Before 

joining as an intern, I never thought translating would ever be a part of my job. But it proved 

to be a key part of the day-to-day task of a news reporter. Through translation, I learned many 

new words in both source language and target language that have enriched my vocabulary. 
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Chapter 6 

Press Releases 

Apart from writing news reports and translating information, I also had to write press 

releases. Press releases are official statements that come from different institutions. These 

reports generally contain information regarding different programs or events held by an 

organization. Press releases are also a way for a company to advertise themselves through 

newspapers. These companies regard press releases as an important way to reach people. This 

is why it is important to make sure press releases are written in such a way that can grab the 

attention of the people. Writing press releases is similar to writing news reports. The challenges 

faced during writing press releases were thus also similar. Some aspects that I needed to follow 

when writing press releases were: 

 

6.1 Structuring Press Releases 

One of the main duties when writing a press release was to bring the press release under 

the correct structure. Most of the press releases were unorganized and scattered. Bringing them 

under a proper structure was important to make them effective. One common way of structuring 

press releases was to use the inverted pyramid structure. Similar to news reports, writing all 

the important information first was necessary to hook the readers. With all the important 

information at the beginning of the press release, readers can learn about the companies and 

events beforehand and it saves their time from reading the full news if the news is of no interest 

to them. For example, in a press release titled “Prof Abdur Rashid joins Islamic Arabic 

University as VC” I wrote the important information about the job he currently has and the 

position he is getting in the first paragraph (Figure 9). 
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Figure 9: Press Release 

 

 

6.2 Keeping Length and Facts in Check 

Press releases generally come from companies containing excess information. On top 

of that, they were very lengthy and contained names, designations and quotations of various 

important people. When writing a press release, the names of important people should not be 

left out. So, it was important to make sure the press releases were readable and had all the 

important names, designations and quotations intact as well as the facts of the information 

unchanged.  



22 
 

 

Figure 10: Press Release 

 

As an example, one of the press releases I wrote was “Sixth Sustainable Development Press 

Conference Begins at UIU” which involved the names of many respectable and important 
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international personnel (Figure 10). Their designations were also lengthy but as those were 

important, I could not leave them out of the news. So, in that instance, I sacrificed length to 

make sure the important information was not left out. 

 

6.3 Short and Precise Headlines 

An important part of writing a press release and any news story or article is to make 

sure the headline is precise and on point. At the same time, the headlines need to be short. 

When writing press releases for New Age, it was important to make sure the title or the headline 

represented the press release correctly and attracted readers. For writing headlines, the 10-word 

rule was followed. However, as most of the press releases contained names of events, they had 

to also be included in the headline. So, both precision and important keywords need to be kept 

in mind when writing headlines. For example, for one press release, I wrote the headline “UIU 

holds 6th ICSD”, which was edited and changed to “Sixth Sustainable Development Conference 

held at UIU” (Figure 10). This shows that even though a shorter title may look good, the 

ultimate goal of writing a headline should be to grab attention with precise keywords. In the 

given example, “Sustainable Development Conference” is a better keyword to hook the readers 

than the much shorter “ICSD”. So, precision is also a key part of writing good headlines. 

 

In a nutshell, writing press releases was a great experience for me. It helped me to learn 

new things about writing as I learned how to write something different than news stories. Also, 

writing headlines for press releases helped me realize that both brevity and precision are 

important in writing effective headlines for news. 
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Chapter 7 

My Internship Experience 

Since joining the English department back in 2021, I have been excited about doing an 

internship. I have worked in offices before, but working in a newspaper agency was very new 

to me. On top of that, working for one of the best newspapers in Bangladesh created more 

excitement for me. 

 

Before starting the office, I was too confident that I knew how news writing works in a 

newspaper office. It did not take me long to understand that a newspaper office runs differently 

than what I imagined. I thought in a newspaper office, there is competition between different 

writers to see who writes the best news piece. But at New Age, I realized that writing a single 

piece of news, even if it is only a 250-word news report, involves the contribution of multiple 

people. When I was given news information sent by staff correspondents, I wrote the first draft 

and then was advised to show it to my fellow news writers who are much more experienced 

than me. They would read my draft, show me my mistakes and then correct them. After their 

correction, I would send the draft for final editing. So, news writing is a collective process that 

I learned from my internship experience. 

 

The Chief Reporter of New Age Mustafizur Rahman used to check my writings for the 

final time before they were sent to my supervisor. He played a big role in me learning new 

things from my internship journey. My supervisor Deputy Editor Farid Ahmed was very 

friendly and cooperative throughout my journey as an intern. He was very patient with my 

learning. He was also very considerate as whenever I had any problems i.e., family problems 
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or sickness, my supervisor understood my situation and offered me help any time, even 

allowing a few days off if needed. 

 

From my co-workers in the internship, I got to learn about working in unity, caution, 

and time-management skills. As already said, the New Age office consists of people of different 

age groups, all of whom coexist in a very friendly manner in the office. I had the privilege of 

working with some of the most experienced and talented journalists in Bangladesh who are 

much older than me. Their affection and love towards interns made it easy for me to move on 

amid all the hurdles. My coworkers, who, unlike the seniors, are from private universities like 

me, taught me to balance between university and office life. 
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Chapter 8 

From Theory to Practice 

The primary purpose of doing an internship was to get a first-hand experience of the 

things that we learned in our time as students of Media and Cultural Studies. It was a practical 

journey to relate to our gained knowledge. During my time as an intern, I constantly 

remembered what I was taught. The courses from which theories I could relate to during my 

internship experience are ENG331: Cultural Studies, ENG333: Globalization and the Media, 

ENG401: Editing, ENG404: Copywriting, and ENG440: English for Print Media. 

 

The first idea that was relevant during my internship was the concept of the Panopticon. 

Panopticon is a theory by English philosopher and social theorist Jeremy Bentham during the 

18th century and it was taught in our ENG331: Cultural Studies course. It is an architectural 

plan of a new type of prison where there is a tower in the center and surrounding it are cells 

filled with people. The tower has an overseer who can see everyone in the cells - what they are 

doing and where they are looking at. This creates a fear among the people in the cells that the 

overseer is always watching over them. So, they stay clear of doing anything illegal. Even if 

there is no overseer, the people in the cell constantly live in fear that there must be someone on 

top of the tower looking at them. This idea of Bentham was borrowed by Michel Foucault, a 

French philosopher, theorist, and literary critic, who took the idea of the panopticon a step 

forward. His representation of the panopticon was for the idea of mass surveillance in the 

modern world where people could be kept in check without putting them in prison. “The inmate 

must never know whether he is being looked at at any one moment; but he must be sure that he 

may always be so” (Foucault 201). For example, in a building full of surveillance cameras, a 

person would hesitate to do something illegal or shameful. Our office was a friendly office 
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with plenty of flexibility. But it was also an open space where everyone could see one another. 

The Editor, Deputy Editor, Chief Reporter and others were constantly walking behind me. They 

could see what I was doing sitting at the desk. Similarly, everyone else was also being watched 

by our superiors in the office. On top of that, there were surveillance cameras all around the 

office space that were monitoring our activities. So, we were under constant feeling of being 

watched all the time. That automatically made us abide by the rules and do our best to perform. 

 

Another idea that was very relevant to my work as an intern was the Mediascape from 

the five scapes of globalization presented by Indian-American cultural theorist, social 

anthropologist, and professor Arjun Appadurai in his Global Cultural Flow theory. Being one 

of the earliest and leading theorists of globalization, Appadurai believes that the binary theory 

of globalization where it is believed that globalization depends only on global north vs. global 

south, east vs. west, etc. is too simplistic. Instead, he proposes Global Cultural Flow, a theory 

where it is believed that globalization depends on the intercrossing of five global scapes: 

Ethnoscape, Technoscape, Mediascape, Financescape, and Ideoscape. Ethnoscape points to 

how different types of people move from one place to another. Technoscape refers to 

technologies that move from one place to another at high speed. No longer do technologies 

depend on market mechanisms but on money flows, availability of skilled labor and political 

possibility. Financescape refers to the rapid movement of money between different nations and 

countries. Ideoscape refers to the spreading of different ideas, mainly political ideas like 

capitalism, communism, socialism, etc. throughout the world. Mediascape means how the lives 

of people are impacted and shaped by what is shown in the news and media content such as 

television and films. “What is most important about these mediascapes is that they provide 

(especially in their television, film and cassette forms) large and complex repertoires of images, 

narratives and ‘ethnoscapes’ to viewers throughout the world, in which the world of 
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commodities and the world of ‘news’ and politics are profoundly mixed. What this means is 

that many audiences throughout the world experience the media themselves as a complicated 

and interconnected repertoire of print, celluloid, electronic screens and billboards. The lines 

between the ‘realistic’ and the fictional landscapes they see are blurred, so that the further away 

these audiences are from the direct experiences of metropolitan life, the more likely they are to 

construct ‘imagined worlds’ which are chimerical, aesthetic, even fantastic objects, particularly 

if assessed by the criteria of some other perspective, some other ‘imagined world’” (Appadurai, 

1990). While interning at New Age, my job was to write about local incidents. The news of 

these incidents shaped the thinking of many people. As the readers of New Age consist of 

readers who understand English, most of these readers grow up in cities and their views of life 

outside the city are controlled only by what was told to them by the newspapers. 

 

In our ENG440: English for Print Media course, we were taught the five news value 

factors, which are timeliness, prominence, proximity, consequence and oddity. As I did my 

internship in a newspaper agency, I could relate to these news value factors. These are really 

important in the field of journalism. For instance, in New Age and in any newspaper or news 

media agency, the news needs to be published within a set frame of time. Publishing something 

that occurred days ago not only means the news is of no interest to the public but also means 

wasting time, which is an important thing for a news agency. Also, if a piece of news is about 

any prominent figure, it gets highlighted more than general news. For example, during my time 

in internship, Mohammed Shahabuddin was selected as the next President of Bangladesh. This 

news is for one of the most prominent government posts in Bangladesh, so it was a news of 

utmost prominence. 
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One thing I could relate to easily during my time as an intern is that the proximity of 

news plays a major role. As I worked with local news mostly, my work included news from 

both inside and outside of Dhaka. In our office, news which is based in Dhaka used to get more 

priority than news from other districts. The reason behind this is most of the English newspaper 

readers are based in Dhaka. News out of their proximity does not concern them much. 

 

Moreover, I constantly remembered the documentary “Getting the Story: The Basics of 

Professional Journalism”, which was shown in the ENG440: English for Print Media and 

ENG401: Editing courses. The documentary shows how a reporter reports an incident, how a 

writer writes a news story and how an editor edits a news to finally publish it. It also taught us 

about wearing several hats as an editor – one as a reader, one as a professional critic, one as a 

lawyer and one as a grammar policeman (Sarkar, 2015). When writing news, I edited my 

writing before showing it to my fellow co-workers and editor. So, I put myself in the shoes of 

an editor to see if my writing had any mistakes. I got to relate what was shown in the 

documentary with my practical experience, which made it easy to get into a journalistic mind. 

 

Newspaper is a source of information that can play a huge role in determining the lives 

of the people. During my internship, I could relate it to the theory of Marshall McLuhan’s 

Medium is the Message. The medium is the message because it is the medium that shapes and 

controls the scale and form of human association and action (McLuhan, 1964). As a newspaper 

is a print medium and it is very popular among people, the message sent via it plays a crucial 

role in determining the beliefs of the people. News can increase the rage of the people and at 

the same time, cool down any heat that was already available. Especially in a country like 

Bangladesh where politics play a major role in the daily lives of people, news can act as a 
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driving force. Newspaper as a medium thus can play a crucial role in delivering the right 

message. 

 

To conclude, the things I learned in the Copywriting, English for Print Media, Editing, 

and Globalization and Media courses helped me to understand the news writing process better. 

However, interning at New Age helped me get the firsthand experience of writing news reports. 

It made it easier for me to understand the theories and put them into practice, which resulted in 

an exciting experience for me. 

 

  



31 
 

Chapter 9 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I am very thankful to BRAC University and the Department of English 

and Humanities for giving me a chance to get practical knowledge through this internship. 

Having such experiences early on before the start of a career is crucial, especially in the field 

of journalism, where having the knowledge and the ability to apply them correctly is very 

important. In addition, it was an opportunity for me to gather practical knowledge in a field 

about which I did not know before. 

 

I am thankful to New Age for allowing me to do my internship in their prestigious office. 

My on-field supervisor Deputy Editor Farid Ahmed along with Chief Reporter Mustafizur 

Rahman gave me immense support and guidance to learn new things and expand the field of 

writing during the internship journey. Being under their umbrella, I got to understand not only 

the value of professionalism but also that you can be humble at the same time. As a result, I 

came out of this internship as a more confident and professional person. 

 

I am very grateful to my supervisor, Tabassum Zaman, for being patient with me 

throughout my internship. Her teachings on media, culture and globalization helped me 

understand how media plays a big role in our daily life. Throughout my journey, I always kept 

in mind the ways by which media can affect the lives of people in this interconnected world. I 

want to send my thankfulness to my other faculty members who played a major part in putting 

the building blocks of journalism and a writer in general in me. 
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I am glad that I chose Media and Cultural Studies as my major. It allowed me to hone 

my writing skills and learn new techniques. Growing up, I did not imagine working in a 

newspaper agency. But after getting experience in one, I can say that I am looking forward to 

getting more of such experience. 
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Appendix 

 

 

Picture 1: News Report 

 



35 
 

 

Picture 2: News Report 
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Picture 3: News Report 
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Picture 4: News Report 
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Picture 5: Press Release 
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Picture 6: Press Release 

 


