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Chapter 1.Introduction 
 

 

In this modern era we are experiencing an information revolution where different news from all 

over the world reaches us within few seconds. Internet has made the information gathering 

process a lot easier than before. However, we cannot deny the importance of news agencies as 

they are the one who gather authentic news and present them like a package within the shortest 

period of time. As a result, the readers don’t need to search individually for any news or more 

easily we can say that latest news is always ready for the people. Moreover, newspapers and 

online news platforms are playing a vital role in terms of presenting news in a proficient manner 

for many years. In fact, may readers still prefer hard copies of newspaper so that they can read 

the news in a flexible way. Many newspapers are fulfilling their demands and also providing the 

online news so that the readers can find the news from any parts of the world. At the same time, 

the e-papers are getting popularity among the young generations who are experiencing the 

booming screen culture. 

All the facts that I mentioned above are related to journalism. Journalism aims to provide people 

with the information they need to help them stay updated. In fact, the activity of journalism has 

become an inseparable part of our life and we often do not consider the vital role it plays in every 

sphere of our life. The profession is considered interesting yet challenging as it possesses the 

immense power to influence or trigger the citizens. It can also expose the corruption of certain 

sectors and contribute to social welfare. 

In their article, Schauseil, Zúñiga and Jackson (2013) said, “Independent journalists working in 

competitive and plural media markets have a strong incentive to uncover and expose stories of 

private and public sector corruption, which hinders the misuse of public resources because media 
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reports increase the probability of being caught and punished for corrupt behaviour. Thus, the 

media helps to keep the political system transparent and accountable.” 

For me it has always been fascinating that newspapers provide the news including important 

details with relevant pictures. In fact, pictures have another level of value for me as they depict 

so much about the context through captions. As I worked, I would be overwhelmed thinking over 

the fact that a journalist often takes tremendous risk of his life to gather information. Moreover, I 

often became surprised thinking the fact that how fast any type of international news gets 

published in newspaper. I didn’t know the fact that many private sector news agencies make 

agreements with other agencies in order to provide the latest news. 

Fortunately, I found many courses in my department that covered several aspects of media and 

journalism. The courses I completed included editing and copywriting, cultural studies, 

globalization, translation studies and many other aspects of media studies. I got the answers of 

my queries through the courses that I completed in my undergraduate level. I also prepared a 

report about the ongoing book fair at Bangla Academy. There I took interviews of people and 

collected photographs of different book stalls. The people I talked with shared their experience 

and views as to “Ekushey Boi Mela”. They also reflected on the importance of book fair to  

preserve our culture. The experience I gathered by interviewing people helped me learn about 

different perceptions. I realized that practical overview is as important as the theoretical 

approach to understand concepts and my knowledge would be incomplete without experience. 

As a result, I looked forward to work with a news agency so that I can understand the 

environment of journalism sector. 
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I joined Dhaka Tribune as a Sub-Editor in the Central Desk department where I had to translate 

and edit copies. The copies that I worked with were either from news agencies or from local 

reporters. Sometimes I uploaded the news and did some additional works. The internship was 

done online and the difficulties that I faced along this way were addressed virtually. I am grateful 

that I have acquired some skills that I can use in my professional life. The learning process was 

enjoyable as the seniors cooperated to find a better outcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2: A brief history of Dhaka Tribune 
 

 

 

The Dhaka Tribune is a daily English newspaper that was first published in April 19, 2013 by 

Kazi Anis Ahmed. The newspaper covers different types of news including political events, 

business, lifestyle etc. Their motto is “The news you want. No more, no less" which indicates 

that the newspaper aims at providing the news without any delay or exaggeration. The 

newspaper started to get attention after their marketing campaigns Glad to be a 

Bangladeshi and I am made in Bangladesh. 



 

7 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

They also claim to carefully handle controversial topics in order to maintain their non- 

judgmental manner. The newspaper also intends to accomplish their goal with the help of their 

expert editorial team who are devoted to deliver impartial news in time. Moreover, they invite 

the young people and new comers to join them so that they can use their creativity and contribute 

to achieve the vision. 

The newspaper has always focused on readers’ interest by bringing up concerning issues like 

abuse, Rohinga issues, political problems etc. They also got public attention by covering the 

news of Rana plaza disaster. They are also good at  creating feature stories where the life 

struggles of general people get priority. They usually collect their news from many agencies like 

UNB, AFP, etc. Besides they have a set of skilled reporters who provide them with news from 

many districts. The local Bangla reports are usually submitted to tribune desk from where the 

editors translate them into English and upload the news on the official website. Their newspaper 

is divided into several sections which include lifestyle, food, sports, fashion and many other 

aspects of life. 
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Chapter 3: Terminologies of Newspaper 
 

 

There are some basic terms in newspaper that the agencies follow to indicate certain aspects. I 

came across the following terms when I joined DT. 

 Headline: The main title of the article 

 

 Byline: A journalist's name at the start of a story. 

 

 Caption: Text printed below a picture used to describe it. 

 

 Feature: Features are slightly different from the news for its descriptive narratives. It 

usually focuses on human interests. 

 Hard news: In contrast to features, hard news generally focuses on the recent events or 

local and international news. 

 Follow-up: An update on a previous story. 

 

 Standfirst: An introductory paragraph of an article that summarizes the article. 

 

 Subheads: Separate sections within one long text. 

 

 Reporter: Someone who writes and finds news stories. 

 

 Press Release: A story was given to the news media for publication. 

 

 News Value: It shows the length of the importance of a story. 

 

 Angle: The focus of a story. 

 

 Assignment: A job assigned to a journalist by an editor. 

 

 Cutline: Any material under a picture that explains the picture. 

 

 Editor: Someone who finalize material for print. 

 

 Lead: First paragraph of a news story. 

 

 News Agency: Company that sells stories to newspapers or magazines. 

 

 Flag: The printed title of a newspaper on page one. 
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 Teaser: Catchy sentence that attracts the reader. 

 

 Dateline: A line at the beginning of a story. 

 

 

 

 
DT style guide 

 

 

DT style guide is a series of instructions that provides the facts an editor should remember while 

editing. In fact, it includes almost every aspect of news editing in order to ensure a quality 

content. I am going to briefly discuss some of the facts that I found in the style guide. 

The style guide instructs to create an attractive headline that will grab the reader’s attention. The 

editor needs to remember few things such as limiting the headline into 70 characters, using 

action verbs, avoiding exaggeration etc. The length of the story should be limited to 600 

characters and if the story exceeds the limit it should be divided into subsections to avoid 

confusion. The opening of the news should contain the most important information or the lead of 

the story. 

After the headline there will be a standfirst aimed at providing news to the busy readers so that 

they can have a glance at the main issue before reading the actual news. The news should be 

written in active voice and the current issues should be addressed in present form. In terms of 

spellings and designations, DT follows British style of writing. The editor also needs to be 

careful about the grammar, punctuation and the name of the local areas. Contractions are not 

used in newspapers. The longer sentences should be broken by commas and In headlines, 

quotations should be single. Abbreviation of crore/million/billion should only be in headlines 

and never within the body of the text. For instance, Tk2cr or $2mn or $2bn. 
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The photos should be relevant and must come with a caption so that people can understand the 

context. The photos should be taken from authentic sources where the credit should be given to 

the specific person or agency. A well composed photo taken from an interesting angle is 

considered good enough for publish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter 4: Writing Experience 

 

 

Working at DT has given me the opportunity to learn a set of news editing skill and understand 

the value of news. A sub editor needs to be careful regarding the neutral approach of a story. 

Most of the news that I edited was hard news that were about recent incidents or political and 

international activities. Sometimes I translated Bangla local news into English and edited the 

news following the DT style guide. Then I uploaded my revised copy on DT backend manager. 

So, my activities as a sub-editor was limited to the following areas- 

 Editing news 

 

 Translating local news 

 

 Uploading on DT backend manager 

 

In the next few sections I am going to explain how I completed my works in the mentioned 

areas. 

Editing news: 
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At first I was introduced with a set of guidelines that DT follows in terms of editing news. I was 

advised to have a clear idea about the guidelines and my mentors helped me understand the rules. 

At first I was expected to edit the simple news that was short and easy to understand. All the 

works were given online due to the ongoing pandemic situation. The stories that I did at first 

were the same stories related to pandemic, which I updated. So, I had to do minor changes in 

data and format to create the new update. Below is the image of one of my first editing works for 

DT. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Dhaka Tribune desk generally deals with the news of our country which includes politics, 

business, education etc. I worked there as a sub editor and I was assigned with the responsibility 

to reorganize a copy using the Dhaka Tribune writing style. 

At first I edited twenty news articles following the guidelines that were given to me. It was pretty 

easy at the same time tricky enough because I had to stick to the rules that I was supposed to 
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follow. I had to be cautious about the spelling, creating sub heads, sourcing and few other things. 

I could relate many topics of the Print Media course with the writing style as I proceeded with 

my work. We were encouraged to practice writing a good headline which is an integral part of 

the news. Moreover, we were advised to deal carefully with sensitive issues to avoid conflict of 

interests. In addition, we were supposed to give a standfirst so that the busy reader can have a 

glance and understand the gist of the story. 

I also edited news from international news sources such as Agence FrancePresse (AFP), Reuters, 

CNN etc. Theses news agencies gather national and international news and distribute them to 

newspapers and broadcasters. All I had to do was to make some minor changes following the 

tribune style guide so that the news fulfills the standard. Only minor changes were needed as the 

news from international sources was already well developed. I had to put a stand first below the 

headline. I was also instructed to come up with better headlines. For any story we had to put two 

headlines. A shorter form of the original headline was produced for online version. 

I edited many articles about the international news one of which was about the Taliban power 

surge in Afghanistan. Another one of the articles that I edited was about the Florida surfside 

building collapse where I had to make minor changes to keep it in accordance with the 

guidelines. I tried to keep the length of the story within 600 words and created shoulders and 

subheads to break up the monotony of block texts. I had to efficiently organize the content for 

each section when I created subheads. Moreover, I had to be careful about the transition of 

paragraphs to ensure a smooth read for the readers. 

In addition, I edited the news of an Israeli company that tried to develop oral vaccine. I had to 

divide the news into two subsections as the length was more than the standard length. I followed 
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the guidelines that were given on the first day of my internship and had to be cautious about 

omitting the unnecessary part that might distract the reader. I tried to view the news from a 

reader’s perspective after finishing the edit and that helped me to fulfill the readers’ expectations. 

Moreover, I tried to give an easy headline so that the readers do not face any complexity in terms 

of understanding the content of the news. 

The first nine local articles that I edited were as to Covid-19 which included the death and 

recovery rates of people from different districts. I had to be careful with the numbers and the 

names of the institutions. One of the news articles was about the Delta variant and its impact 

among children. It also included the impact of the highly contagious variant in unvaccinated 

individuals. 

Before editing any news, I read the news all the way through to understand what the news was 

all about. After that I was supposed to find the lead of the story which holds the most important 

information of the news. Finding the lead is considered to be one of the main parts editing as the 

readers become completely clueless without a clear lead. Moreover, an editor can rewrite few 

lines to deliver the story in a cohesive manner. I was instructed to be careful about the grammar 

and spelling mistakes too. 

Another news article was about a local political leader who hoarded TCB goods that were 

allocated for the low income people. I had to be careful in terms of editing political news as 

usage of irrelevant words can change the meaning as well as perspectives. 

I started learning adding captions to pictures after learning the basic editing skills. Sometimes I 

was asked to take pictures from the website of news agencies. Besides, I had to put my own 

caption to an image sent by the local reporters. Mentioning source was one of the main aspects of 
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adding a caption. In fact, a picture without the credit of the source is considered to be stolen one. 

Below is the image of a proper caption. 

 

 

 
 

 

Translating local news: 

 

I was given translation works after I developed the skills of editing. Most of the news I translated 

was local news which covered featured stories and local incidents. I was advised to omit the 

unnecessary parts and avoid word to word translation process. Rather my mentor told me to get 

the sense of the story and translate accordingly. In this process the only difficulty that I faced 

was to come up with relevant words. Choosing a perfect word that goes with the news seemed 

difficult at first. In fact, giving transcripts of the original work seemed pretty challenging. 

During the second two weeks of my work at Tribune Desk, I translated many news articles. My 

supervisor helped me fixing problems and showed how to translate news from Bangla to English 

in an efficient manner because in news editing time is a valuable asset. Even important news can 

lose its worth if not delivered in proper time. So I started to translate copies considering the 
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given time frame and followed the techniques taught by my supervisor. Moreover, I tried to 

come up with a good headline and standfirst to make the news attractive to the readers. 

Among the news articles that I translated, there was an article about a mentally disabled man 

who was chained for ten years and his family members were helpless. I was advised to turn the 

story into a feature story so that the part of the personal struggle of the man gets highlighted. 

Another one was about the misery of the students of a village where the whole area became 

inundated with flood water. I personally liked to cover these types of stories where life of the 

common people living far from the urban facilities gets attention and gives us a reason to 

broaden our perspectives. 

I also translated the copies that gave a daily update of Covid-19. In fact, translating the news of 

Covid-19 was a daily activity that I did as the infection rate started to increase in many districts. 

To do that I had to be careful with the numbers and the names of the doctors and institutions so 

that no one gets wrong information. After completing every copy I was supposed to give it to my 

supervisor so that he can figure out the areas I needed to improve. 

Sometimes we subconsciously wrote Bangla in English which was not a proper way of 

translating a news article. We were supposed to get the meaning of the news and transform it into 

a copy that clearly goes with the Bangla article. We were encouraged not to unconsciously do 

word to word translation which distorts the meaning of the actual text. Moreover, we were 

advised to use the correct spellings of the names of the reporter and always mention the source. 

The mentors advised us to come up with a relevant headline after completing the translation of 

the body paragraph so that we can have an overall idea about the content. In addition, writing 
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headline at last is conducive for the editor so that he/she can understand the important part of the 

news and create a suitable headline. 

During the last two weeks of my internship I translated six news articles. This time I did not face 

any difficulty in terms of translating news or managing time. I had to keep myself updated with 

the current news and sometimes I had to update the daily Covid stories of many districts by 

changing the infection rates and other numerical values. I had to always mention the sources I 

was getting news from. 

In this time I also translated news about ferry traffic under the Padma Bridge. Here, I had to look 

up for the few local area names as I was confused about the correct spellings. Another news 

article that I translated was about UN survey that indicates progress in streamlining trade amid 

Covid-19. I had to search online to gather information about the article because I did not have 

enough idea about trade. Information form internet helped me a lot during my internship as I was 

not well acquainted with many terms and names so I searched for them and came up with the 

correct information. We were warned not to add any information abruptly without crosschecking. 

 

 

 
Uploading Process: 

 

Uploading process on the DT backend manager was comparatively easy for me. I uploaded 

different sections of the revised copy in the specific areas of the backend manager. This process 

was simple because I had to only copy and paste the news into the boxes. Sometimes I put an 

external link of similar news on the body paragraph to provide the readers with more of their 

interests. I often had to crop the pictures that I added to the website. For the featured picture, the 
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size ratio was 1024 pixel width and 575 pixel height. If I failed to find any relevant pictures, I 

used generic pictures relevant to the news. 

 

 

 
 

 
News editing and uploading within a given time seemed pretty time consuming at first. I 

improved my time management skills and tried to upload the articles on time. I also came up 

with ideas regarding how to search for the relevant pictures on the backend website. If the 

picture didn’t fit into their format, I had to cut and edit it before uploading on the website as the  

website could not accept pictures without a certain size. 

I uploaded the news that I edited on the website and collected pictures from news sources to add. 

Notably, we were only permitted to use stock images from BigStock since DT has purchased 

subscription to their database. 

As an intern my job was editing, translating and uploading. The internship was completed online 

and I was not given several different tasks because some learning needs physical presence which 
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was completely impossible amid the Covid restrictions. However, I have gained experience and 

got the support from the mentors through social media. 
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Related theories to my work 
 

 

In my undergraduate studies, I have come across several theories related to media and cultural 

studies. When I started working in DT, I could connect some of them with my work type. 

I could the concept of media framing with the editing process. I had to go through the reports 

collected from the local reporters and ensure that there is no use of words that might trigger 

certain audience. Journalists are required to maintain objectivity and fairness so that the news 

remain devoid of any personal feelings or triggering words. Reporters are supposed to collect 

data from both sides of the argument so that audience do not feel any bias towards any groups. 

Moreover, a journalist needs to use the third person point of view and gender neutral phrases to 

ensure a quality content. In short, print media needs to avoid words that might provoke sexism, 

racism, extremism etc. to survive in the competitive world of diversity. These facts are 

considered as the basics of journalism as it influences people or shape their concept towards 

certain events. 

“The framing and presentation of events and news in the mass media can thus systematically 

affect how recipients of the news come to understand these events,” according to Price, 

Tewksbury and, Powers. (1995, 4). 

So, if a journalist deviates from his ethics, getting the attention of the audience can be his/her 

prime concern where the media frames events inaccurately with an aim to draw the public 

attention. Undoubtedly, drawing attention is a target of print media, however forging news to 

gain that attention is just the opposite of the media ethics. It can create conflict of interests and 

provoke sensationalism. Sensationalism is the editorial trick that distorts the real news in order to 

get the public attention. 
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This distortion of reality can ultimately create hyperreality where one fails to distinguish reality 

from the simulation of reality. The concept was first introduced by Baudrillard who defined it as 

a model of real without reality. For instance, sometimes the notion we perceive from the 

entertainment world where we tend to connect our emotions with the unreal values. Same goes 

for a fabricated news that not only gain attention but also shapes our concept. The point is why 

do we often fail to differentiate the reality from fabrications? That’s because the exaggeration 

has mingled with our reality and we often fail to recognize the subtle way of distortion. As 

observed by Cherques: 

“Baudrillard argued that the continuous expansion of the sign structure of domination demanded 

the establishment of information networks and a technological system which substantially 

changed contemporary rationality, thought and action. He attributed such change to media 

intoxication, which generated the loss of identity references, which were made servants of a 

technological feudalism which has no other purpose except its own self-perpetuation.” 

(Cherques, 2010). 

All of the above-mentioned factors were carefully considered in DT to preserve their quality 

content. In fact, I think the whole exaggeration thing is more prominent in entertainment sector. 

However, I have noticed many news that is over-exaggerated to get the audience and they were 

easy to identify for me as a regular reader of newspaper. In fact, as a reader I would say that it is 

not really easy to completely fool the audience with fabrications as they possess a certain level of 

knowledge regarding the print media. In addition, they know that the easily accessible social 

platform has made the deception a lot easier. I was instructed to be aware of these things when I 

started working in DT as the image of a newspaper agency depends on that. 
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Before concluding this part, I would like to make a simple figure that shows interrelations 

between the theories that I mentioned. 

 

 

 

Sensationalism 
 

Exaggeration of events 

Hyperreality 

Distortion of reality 

under sensationalism 

Media Framing 

Presentation of events 
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Chapter 6: A personal account 
 

 

The three months of learning experience in DT has taught me more than I expected. The 

opportunity has introduced me with the works of a journalist and made me work in a professional 

environment. The practical knowledge that I gained will help me to face further challenges in my 

professional life. 

During the time period I faced a lot of challenges as previously I did not have much idea about 

the way print media works. I came to realize that there is a lot more to know besides the 

theoretical knowledge. Moreover, I became acquainted with the working process of media sector 

amid the shutdown for the pandemic. The passionate workers taught me punctuality and 

encouraged me to ask more questions as they believed learning phase should be full of curiosity. 

They were kind enough to identify the mistakes and at the same time encouraged me to get the 

best outcome. I believe a good learning environment can make a learning process a lot easier for 

the newcomers and convince them to work without any hesitation. However, the challenge that I 

faced after finishing the internship program was related to technical issues where the DT website 

was removed to develop a new one. We could not view the works that we completed on the 

website and the IT department of Dhaka Tribune failed to help us as they were busy with 

developing their new website. At last I had to work with the word files that were saved in my 

computer. Apart from the shortcomings, I can say the three months of internship ended well due 

to the support from the seniors and I am pleased to have the friendly people as my mentors. 
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Conclusion 
 

 

This report is focused on the work that I complete in Dhaka Tribune during my internship. It 

reflects on the working experience that I gained in the three months. I have learned to recognize 

my limitations and work on them to improve my skills. I have also understood the value of 

efforts and hard work that eventually lead people towards their goal. 

The internship also made me an avid reader as journalists need to be updated with the ongoing 

situation. I have learned that skills in editing depend more on practice and one needs to be 

engaged with learning if he aspires to be a good editor. 

Finally, I would like to conclude by saying that I highly appreciate the support that I got form my 

faculty members and the DT team and I would implement the leanings in future to expand my 

skills. 



 

24 

 

Works Cited 
 

 

1. Schauseil, Wasil, et al. Media and Anti-Corruption. Transparency International, 2019, 

http stable://www.jstor.org/ /resrep20465. 

2. Scheufele, Dietram. (1999). Framing As a Theory of Media Effects. The Journal of 

Communication. 49. 103-122. 10.1111/j.1460-2466.1999.tb02784.x. 

3. Thiry-Cherques, Hermano. (2010). BAUDRILLARD: WORK AND HYPERREALITY. 

RAE Eletrônica (Brasil ) Num.1 Vol.9. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep20465


 

25 

 

Appendix 
 

 

1. 
 
 

 



 

26 

 

2. 
 



 

27 

 

3. 
 

 

 



 

28 

 

4. 
 
 



 

29 

 

5. 
 

 

 

 

 


	Declaration
	Student’s Full Name & Signature:
	Supervisor’s Full Name & Signature:

	Acknowledgement
	Table of Contents

