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Role of Education on child Labor

Introduction

Bangladesh is a country of wide spread
illiteracy and econoniic
underdevelopment. About 40% of the
rural households lie under poverty line
(Rahman, 1993) and nearly one forth of

the school aged children are out of |

school (Nath, 1994). According 10 ILO
convention 1973, completion of 14th
vear is the minimum requirement to
enter in the labor market although the
existing labor laws in Bangladesh permits
10 hire children as labor depending on
_ the nature of work (Rahman 1981). The

government and NGOs have been
making efforts to raise enrollment and
literacy rates among children. But

available information suggests that  the
proportion of children active in labor
force has been increasing. According to
the Labor Force Survev 1990-91. about
3.8 million (18:2%) children aged 3-14
vears, were In the labor force which
constituted nearty 11.3% of the total
labor force of the countrv (BBS. 1995).

Education plays a major role in the
development of socicty. Child labor,
though legallv prohibited in Bangladesh,
may be determined by cducational
achievements  of  the
members. This report examines the role
of education on child labor in two rural
areas in Bangladesh.

houschold -

Methodology

BRAC has been operating an intensive
monitoring system, known as Faich, m
\three rural unions within its project area
m Manikganj district (central area) since
1986. The systemi was introduced to
document changes induced by a
development project which includes
health, income generation. education and
women's program.  The Tuatch was
expanded in 1987 toythree more rural
unions in Jovpurhat district (northern
area) where no such development
intervention was underway. The system
has conducted a survey on child labor
for the first time in Januarv 1995. All
children aged 6-14 years of every fifth
houscholds were the cligible respondent
of that survey. A child aged 10-14 years
participated in any tvpe of work at least
three hours at the reference day
(previous day of interview) was
considered as \-hﬂ(l labor in this report.
Information of 3,809 childien was used
for this report.

Findings .

According to our defnition. 39.7%
children of age 10-14 years p.um.lp.ucd
in labor force in two rural areas of
Bangladesh  during  the  sunvey.  The
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proportion of child labor was 39.7% in
central and 39.8% in northern arca
(Figure 1). More bovs then gils in

Figure 1. Distribstion of
child labor by sex and area
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contral arca (41.1% vs. 38.1%) and

more girls than bovs in northern area
(43.6% vs. 36.3%) were at work.
Gender difference was shown significant
(p<0.01) only in the northern arca.

The enrollment rate among study
children was 83.4%. According to their
activity status, 54.2% childron wwere only

Figure 2. Proportion of
children by activity status
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studmt 29.2% were both student and
labor, 10.5% were onlv Jabor and the
rest were doing nothing (Iigure 2).

The pattern of child labor according to
three educational status of household
members (child him/herself, mother and
tather) are presented in Figure 3. Labor
force participation among children was
found negatrvely associated with their

Figure 3. Distribution of child
labor by education

il
-mmr

M1

i |

=
Mother

Father

Child

E None

00 6+ years

M 1.5 years

years of schooling (p<:0.001). About half
of the illiteratc children were i iabor
force. The rate was 38.3% for children
having 1-5 vears of schoohng and 29.4%
for those having more than five years of
schooling. Sinular pattcrn of relation
was observed between child labor and
the vears of schooling of both mother
and father. The labor force participation
among  children  reduced  with  the
increase of their years of schooling.

Table 1 shows that chidren of the
farmers were more bikely to be e the
labor force than the children whose
father were not engaged with agniculture
(p~0.01). Chuld labm .tppc“uc‘d to have
significant negative association with the
years of schooling themsehves and thetr
parents rcgardl'cxs of the occupation of
father.
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|f.|b|e 1. Proporlion of children p.nrucip.md.
lin labor force hy father’s occupution 'md'
education
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Land size of the household has also
found negatively associated with child

iTabie 2. Proportion of children part‘icipated}

!in labor force by household’s land size and
leducation

% Land size (in decimal)
{Education 0 1-100 200+ |
| |
Ichig ‘
{None 323 43.9 4.9

i1-5 years *> 10.6 40.8 27.8

[6+ vears 237 20K 260

]
i Mother's
{None ** 6.1 438 332 |
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fo+ yoars Moy Mo 18.3
Father’s

None ** 473 457 RIE

1-5 years i85 RO 30.0

O Vews 271 20.0 220 |
All*= KRN J0R RN !

I
I

" ps 001 *p 008

labor (fable 2). Children of the
houscholds with land were less likely to
be participated in labor force compared
to the children of landless households
(p~0.01;. When diffcrentiated by
household land size, the inverse
association between education and child
labor persisted for all three categories of
land. The relationships were statistically

significant.

Table 3 <showe that labor force
participation among children varied by
labor sale status of the household.
Children of the labor households (adult
persons sale labor at least 100 days 2
vear) were more likely to participate in
the labor force than the children of non-
labor  households  (p<0.01). The
difference was found  statistically
significant where the child and the
mother had less than 6 vears of
schooling. Significant difference was
also cbserved among those children
whose father had no education or G-
vears of schooling.

T
{

|Table 3. Proportion of children parﬁcnpared:
lin fabor force by labor sale status of.
household and education

Labor sale status

|
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|
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i i
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|Child |

[None * 510 449 i

1.5 years == 45.0 35.2 |

[0 yeurs 393 28.6 I

| |

;\lorhe: s |
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|

i |

Iather's l
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! Al 471 356
|i=

i

"’“‘. P 0.0
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Probabilitics of children to be in the
Jabor force at different  education
categories are shown in Figure 4. The
chart clearly shows negative relationship
between child labor and education. If the
children and his’/her parents have more
than primarv level of education then
his/her probability to be a labor would be
about (.16, which would doubled when
education of each reduced 10 -3 years
of schooling. Otherwise when each of
them are illiterate then the chance of
being labor rose t0 0.45. Comparing bars
Bto D and F to H it can be said that
child education is the most responsible
educational factor to reduce child labor
followed by father’s and mother’s
education respectively.

Figure 4. Estimated
probabilities of child's being
participated in labor force

| Note: Calegonies are on yeurs of schooling

! A= Child 0, Mother 0, Father 0,

% B= Child 0, Mother o+, Father 0;

i C=Child 0, Mother 0, Cathers 8+
D= Child ¢, Mother 9, Futher o,
E==Chid -5, Mother 1-5, Father 1-5;
F=Child 0, Mother o+, Father 6+,
G= Child 0. Mother 6!, TFather 0:
H= Chud o, Mother 0, Father 0+,
I= Child o+, Motherot, Father o+, N

‘Summary and Conclusion

About 40% of the children aged 10-14
years were currently participated in labor
force. Though there wa$™ no areal
variation, significant proportion of girls
were In the labor force in northemn area.
Increase of education of the children and
parents have been found responsible in
reducing child labor. Of these three
tvpes of educational factors. child
schooling was the most respensible
factor to discourage child labor followed
by father’s and mother’s education. So
to eradicate child labor  school
enrollment amoeng children should be

ensured.
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Table 4 (continued)

36

Item No. Difficulty Disc. Index Bise. Corr. Sclected
82. 4] .03 .02
83. 41 38 42
g4. 57 82 .68
85. 47 .00 .56 Yes
86. 43 D3 29 Yes
87. 41 .54 53 Yes
88. 22 .04 -.05
89. 38 35 40
90. 41 .40 .46 Yes
91. 21 -.17 -.31
92. 24 e 1 .56
93. 33 .49 DD Yes
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