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IV. RECRUITMENT, PROMOTION
Recruitment
To meet the growing needs snd strengthen RED, £five core researchers

were recruited during 1888:

i} M. Ghulam Sattar with an HS from Cornell University, USA. He
was designated as Manager, RED.

11} Me. Mahmuda Rahman Khan, with a master’'s degree in Economics
from the University of Dhaka.

iii) Mr. Ahmed Ksbir Chowdhury, with 2 naster's degree in
Statistics from the Uniwversity of Chittagong.

dx) My, Sarwar Jahan, with & magter's degree in Public
Administration from the University of Dhaka.

L]

v} Mg, Monira Hasan, wich a master’s degree in Economics from
the University of Dhaka.

At the field Jlevel, 4 msle znd 8 female Fisld PResecarchers were

recruited for the Village Study FProjsct.

Resignation
Three RED staff resigned from their services during the vear. They

are: Dr. Azmat Ara Ahmed, Sr. Ressarch Soclologist; Mr. Naresh Chandrs

Mallick, Staff Economist: and Mr., A.E.M. Atiqur Rahman, Econcmish.

Eromotion

Three researchersg of RED were promoted durilng the vear,

Dr. A.M.R. Chewdhury was promoted and designated sg Head, Research and
Evaluation Division.

On promotion, Mr. Fazliul Rarim was deslignated as Research

Epidemiologist and Mr. Sadegur Rshman Chowdhury as Senior Staff
Statistician,

V. STAFF DEVELOPMENT

5.1 To bulld up research capability and enhance professional
competence, RED encourages ite staff for higher training at home
and abread. During 1839 five members of the staff pursued higher

training in different inetitutions abroad,
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admired and there is s good and praématic balance betwsen rapid and in
depth evaluation studies 2znd between qualitative and aquantitative

research approaches."” The full text of Prof. Vaughsn's paper can be

seen at the end of this report (Lppendix-I1).

V¥II. A NEW STUDY PROJECT

The Research and Evaluation Divieion initiated & new type of
research, namely Village Study Project (VSP), +this year. The V8P
covers 10 willages in twe locations, Jamalpur and Monirampur
{Jeggore), from wheretbcth anantitative and qualitative {nformeation
would bDe collected on & continuous Dbasis. The etudy takes a
maltidisciplinary approach in analyeing rural dynamice with an
anthropological  focus. Through & process of participation
conviviality, vrapport building and interaction, +the VSP will attempt
to answer the “"why", instead of continuing 1itself to 1mere
identification of "what" has happened, and the processes therein. Most
importantly, the VSP has the capacity to continuocusly feed the BRAC
programmes with disgnoetic and wmonitoring impact evaluation on all the
programme etrategies etarting £from econcomic changes toc changes in
awarenese, values, human behaviocur and power structure.

The indicators include information on demograrhic and eocial
differentiation, socio-sconomic dependency, level of education and
conecioueness, human resource, allccation of familial labeur,
occupationel pattern and wage-structure, employment, income, resources
and aseete, land ownership and tenurial pattern, agro-technology and
agrarian structure, transformetion aspecte of traditional agriculture,
gocial, ideoclogical and institutional aspects, rural credit, eocial
eyetem and gocial elite, class formation and social structure. class

and gender, family planning, nutrition and primary health care,



The study has been started initially for a pericd of five years.
Two field teams consieting of trained university graduates have been
gtationed in the field bases. The study is sxpecied toc meet the 1long
felt need of indepth information about the rationale snd impact of

BRAC 8 programme strategiesz.

VIII, QSTUDIES COMPLETED IN 1539
The BRED e&taff produced 37 resesrch report/papere during the vear.

Titles and abetrscts of the rebart& are as follows:

1. Ig Rice-Based Qral Rehydration Therapy More Accepitsble 7 Results

from a Field Trisl in Rursl Bangladesh., (p-38).

Abstract: Glucose-based cral rehydration therapy (0ORT} for diarrhcea
in Dbeling promoted in many countriee of the world. A programme in
Bangladesh has taught this tachnology to more than 12 million mothers
but evalustions found less enccuraging results with respect to its
ussge in Glarrhoesl episocdes. Use of rice in plece of glucose tended
o minimige some problems mothers had with the glucose-bssed formula.
A field +trial <c¢onducted in three saress compared the social
acceptabiliiy of rice-based ORT. Survey results found that mothers
used the glucose-based solutions nuch more than the rice-based
golutione, although ingredients o prepare the latter wefe more
available at household level., However, when their opinions were sought
through indepth studies, mothers unanimously reccmmended the rice-
based solutiones as they thought that thie “"Stopped” the diarrhosa much
quickly. However, they did nobt use it as often bhecause ii was much

more cumbersone, time consuming and difficult to prepars.

2. Indicatore for Monitoring Process in Child Survival. {(p-18).

Abstract: This paper was presented at the "Houth Asian Workshop on



Indicatore for Human Development” eponsored jointly by UNICEF and
Netional Planning Commiseion, HNepal, held at Kathmandu, 4-6 December
1888. The paper reviewed the existing collection of information on
human development in Bangladesh with specisl reference to BRAC. The
paper lieted the variouc indicators evaluated in BRAC and the metheds
nsed for each., The paper alsc nade a strong plea for concentrating
more on 'process indicators” and evaluate "impact indicatore” only

when encouraging results are found in the former.

3. Towarde Peace, Justice ard Ecologicslly Sustainable Development @
Viewe from BRAC in Bangladesh., (p-10}.

Abstract: The paper was precented at the "Fourth Congress on the Fate
and Hope of the Scuth"”, Managus, Nicaragua, 5-9 June 1838. Thie paper
presented BRAC interventions, particularly those dealing with popular
education such as functional education, education for children,
empowerment approach and education on how o treat diarrhoea at home.

In the paper the author remarked thet poverty and environmental
hazarde formed a2 vicious cycle - one exacerbating the other - and we

mist work simultsnecusly for the eradication of both.

4, Controlling A Forgotten Diseage : the Case of Tuberculosis in a
Primary Health Care Setting in Rural Bangladesh. (p-13).
Abstract: Not much 1is known or heard asbout tuberculosis (TB) in
Bangladesh. Following a survey in Manikgonj area which found high
prevalence of TB, a community based control programme was initiated in
BRAC e Manikgonj projec, in collaboration with National TB control
project and Nstional Anti-tuberculosis Association. The essentiales of
this innovative proéramme wae that village based female heslth workers
ldentified TB opatiente <hrowah azutum tesbte and carried out

chemotherapy. In order to prevent dropoute, the programme introduced a



system of monetyory depcosits. Thies paper which documente the programme
algo 1reveals that 656% cf the positive cases completed the treatment
and the drepout rate was lSW at 8%. The paper also suggeéted gome
measures of improviing the existing mansgement and exteneion of it to

other BRAC ares,

5. EPI: A Study on NGO Involvement and Its Cost-effectiveness. (p-25).
Abstract: This study is based on three surveys done independently in
areas served by BRAC, CARE and the Government in EFPI'e gecond phase,
Proportion of children fully immunized wae 47% in BRAC, 25% in CARE
ane 10% in government areas. Cost of immunizing an additional child
through sadditional mobilization wae Taka 220 in BRAC and Taka 4268 in
CARE.

B. BRAC, A Case Study. (p-22).
Abstract: This paper was published in the ADAB News, special edition
on EPI, (Julyv-August 1988}, The psper reported the scale and area of

BRAC e involvement in EPI and its effect on ccvefage rates.

7. Bangladesh Shrimp Culture Project : Baseline Survey, 1888. (p-236).
Abstract: The Dbaseline esurvey is a consultancy work done under a
contract with Agqua Services International De France, funded by the
World Bank. The repcrt presentse the bench mark information on
demography, income and asset possegsion of vhe sample households of WB
shrimp Culture Project areas in the district of Khulna and Cox’'e
Bazar,

8. Bangladesh Bhrimp Culture Project: Summary of Findinge., (p-41).
Abstract: The report ic a summary of findings of the study on shrimp
culture project conducted in Cox's Bazar and Khulna diestricts.
Alongwith the summary of findings, the report presents polder wise

information of the project.



8. Tranformation of Informal Market for Rural Finance through
Grassroot Interventicn: Baseline Household Reviesited, (p-24).
Abstract: The report presents the comparative pileturs of rurs!
indebtedness and changes initisted by BRAC intervention from 1881 1o

1987.

10. Role of Grassroot Grours ip BRAC = Extension Fethodology.
Abgtract: The vreport tekes & look into the role of village
organizations (VO0s) in ERAZ & enpuversant eahratezy. Ite warious

o gy,

dimension, functions and mechanisan involveldl therein and sla-

identifies the role of BRAC starf in the inetitubionaligation process

of grassroct groups.

11. Apprehenslions and Reachtiocns cn Proposed RDP Changss.
Abstract: This ig & nmimecgrarh reflecting on ceriain procedurs’
changee brought within BRAC s Rural Development Programme (REP)

framework by early 132E.

12. Recent and Prospective Developmente in Asia: The Rele of Southern
and Northern NGO's. (p-13}.

Abgtract: The report concenirates on eome aselected 1issues o3

relationship Dbetween the Northern conois and the Southern NGQ's and

concentrates on degired pattern of partnership which will grow betuwecw

them for their gozl of mesningful rural developuenty,

13. NGO Approach : Is i% & Fernxal Theory of Developmenit? (p-13).
Abstract: The report is a thecratical analyeis. wuhich focuses on the
NGO approach to development. It looks Zor the theorstical relevance ol

NGO approach and delineates +the wnyiovs conporentpe of the approach.



14. The Role of NGO's in Agricultural Credit and Rural Development.
{p-20}.

Abstract: The estudy identifies the role of Bangladeshi HN@Os in

agricultural and rural development, the income and employment effect

of NGO programmee &nd potentials and limitations of programmes.

15. The Unprecedented Growth of Population in Bengal in the 1830s: An
Effort to Find QOut the Real Mechaniem. An HMSc Dissertation
gubmitted to the Universlty of London by Sadequr  Rshman
Chowdhury, (p-438).

Abstract: The growth of population in Bengal in the 18308 was gquite

phenomenal compared to any of previous decades. The pepulation had

been inereasing in the tune of 1.5

million in each decade since

L gl
L]

L
o

1881 upte 1831. But in the decade 1531-41 the populstion increased by
sbout 10 million. This study is an effort to find ocut the relative

contributionsg of fertility, mortality and migraticon. The findings show

4

that this rapid growth of populaticon in the 1830s was msinly due %o

=

the mortality decline, particularly dus tcoc the decline of malarial

mortality.

168. Demographic Registration Syetem, Manikgonj and Joypurhst - Volume
one: & provisiconal report on vital evente 1886 - 88, (p-86).
Abgtract: To evaluate BRAC e Child Survival Programme (CSP), the (REQ}
introduced & demographic regisiration syetem in 6 (3+3) unions of
Manikgon) and Joypurhet in 1B%6 and 1887 respschively. According %o
the system, & male field wcrﬁgﬁhgégmta every household of & union cnce
in & month and collecte informaticd on such events as birth, death
and migration which occurred following his previous visit. The system

hae been continuing for about 3 yeare but nc report has ved been

publishsd, The events recorded in the last few yeare are still being



entered in the computer. The tables presented in this report were
prepared manually. The report includes fertility and mortality only
and gives no informaticon on migration. A revised version of this
report will come out when the detail tables will be svallsble from the

computer.

17. Planning sand Prolect Appralsal : A Brief on the Deep Tubewell
Irrigation FProgramme of BRAC. (p-41}.

Abetract: The paper is a brief, Iimpressionistic evaluation of the DTHW

irrigation programms of BRAC. It conelidere the planning procese with

particular emphasie on the constituent elements in project appraisal,

The basic ocbiective of the paper is

in
o
(9]

&

m
e
fb

+tain the adeguacy of
project planning at the Area level., 1t attempis to identify the
process of project planning with reforence te the DTW programme, with
the fasiblility etudy element as the focus., In addition, programme
deeign lessues are aleso commenied upon. 1t synthesises the experience
of five Area Offices, and based thereon recommendations are made.
Methodologically, it relies on discussione with Area Staff and records
maintained by the prolects. The paper pressnte & profitability

analysis and containg some specific recommendations.,

18. Evaluating BRAC's Training Programme of Traditional Birth
Attendente: A Few Case Studies. (p-34).
Abetract: Moet of the child births in Bangladssh take place at home,
acsisted by either older relatives or by traditional birth attendents
(TB&).. The present maternal mortality rate in Bangladesh is sbout 6
per thousand live birth, necnatal and infant mortality rates are 89
and 125/130 per thousand livee birth respectively. These large number
of deaths could be stiributed to unhygienic and hazardeous delivery

practice and inadequate pre- and post natal care. With the above



background in mind, the TBA training programme of BRAC wae deslgned to
provide basic training on hygienic delivery, eimple pre and post natal
care and identification of high visk pregnancies. The study wae
undertaken %o evaluate the knowledge, atititude and practice (KAP) of
the +trained TBAs on pre and post natal care and during delivery and

compare the KAP of the trained TRAe with untrained TBAs

18, A Household Burvey on Smoking in Six Aress of Rural Bangladesh.
{p-16).

Abetract: The number of smckere is alarmingly increasing in Bangladesh

resulting in sericus health hazsrd, It was estimated that 20 million

males &and 5 million females sre smokers. Over 100,000 acres of land

that could produce essential foodgrain are planted with tobace. It is

a recognised fact that smoking is harmful both physically and socio-

—
i
-

economicaly. The study wae conducted in 10 villages in Manikgoni and

(=]

Joypurhat district to estimate the prevalencs and oongeauence of

2

gmoking.

20, Training Programme of Family Welfare Assistants in Bangladesh
An Asseesment of Retention of Knowledge. (p-30).

Abstract: The populstion growth rate 1in Bangladesh is 2.3 s&nd
contraceptives prevalence rate ie 31%. The growth rate is very high
compared to other developing gountries. Bangladesh is already
commitied to the world communiity for achisveme of the tsrget "Healih
for &1l by the year Z000.7 The Government hag already underitsken a
comprehengive health sand family planning programme through Primary
Health Care . to achieve the target. The Family Welfare Agsistants
(FWAs) are the main force for diffueion of knowledge on all
contraceptive methods, and tThe eguccess of the family planning

programme depends on the attitudes and efficient parformance of the



FWAe. To developltheir skilil, BRAC already Frained 3006 FWAs in 83
upazilas. To measure the knowledge of those FWAe after ftraining, the
Research and Evaluation Divislios undertock & study. The study
cbjectives were %o measure the retention of knowledge of FWAs sbout
different family planning methods and MCH based child health care

activities.

21, Experience with Village Health Committee Development An
Asgesement on Community Participation in BRAC'e FPHC Programme.
(p-48) .

Abstract: In recent vears, community participation (CP) has been the

cardinal focus to the BRAC s PHC programme for msking the programme

gelf-sustainable, Based on that, BRAC has been developing ?iilage

Health Committees (VHC) in its intervention areas since O2t, 1886,

il
i

with the involvement of local people in planning, implementation and

“h

evaluation procesgs. But on

[47]
)

ay ask, given the three yeare of
programme implementation, what extent of community participation it
has achieved? Using the framework of sggessing process indicatofs
deviged by Rifkin, et al., two VHCe under Gheor upasila of Manikgonul
district were gtudied to address that question by measuring the level
of community participation. It waes revealed that the degree of
community participation achieved was gtill rather low. The reasone for
such low achievement have to be sought in the egocio-economic and and
potential factere which were beyond the scopeg of this study. However,
the results of this study provide a useful bhaseline information which

can be used by any rossacher for comparative ascessment in futurs.

2%2. Tornade in Manikegonl : An Assessment of Loseses, (p-17).
Abetract: Tornade is one of the gevere dissstrous natural c¢alamities

on which mankind has no control. One of such gevers Lornade swepd

R



through Saturia and part of Harirampur Upazila of Hanikgonj district
leaving a landscape of ruins and rubbles. The paper assessed the

losges of human lives, assebs 1ike livestock and poultry and housing

infrastructure of the most hard hit areas,

23. ©Doclal Forestry in Bangladesh Context : Problems, Respconses and
Fecommendations, (p-886).

Abstract: Banglsdesh, once known a&s ths green belt, is fast losing

its trees, 1its forests, 1itg etretches of greenery: the rate of
explolitation of forest resocurces is fester than their regeneration. In

the recent past, Dboth government and non-gcovernment organisations

(&1

became increasingly concernsd with the issue of deforestation which
has a direct bearing on environmental degradstion. The present report
sketches the glimpses of deforestation foocuesing the magnitude of the
problem. It also reflecteé the various programme approches underizaken
wcrlégide‘invciving both government, individual snd the communiiy in
the procees to tackle the issue., In-country responses made by both
government and non-government organisationg are discussed in  brief.
Finally, eome issues worth considering are provided, alsc giving some

generai recommendations to cope with the dwindling forest rescurces,

£4. Approach to Village Studies: A Tentative Scheme for BRAC, (p-18).
Abstract: The paper discusses some issues relating to the need and
Iramework of undertaking = longitudinal study by BRAC for indepth
anslyeis of the changing villages in Bangliadesh. The nmethodological
aspect, particularly the imprortance of anthropological method Ifor

sgtudying village situations, has been emphasized in the papsr.

13
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blindness and wvitamin A-capeule (VAC) distribution in rural
Bangladesh. This report presants the the results from this survey.
Night blindness was found to be prevalent in 1.78% of the <children
aged B monthe to 6 years and was higher in females (1.78%). VAC was
recelved by 35% of the target chlldren during E?th round. The survey
found that the programme enjoys a comparatively low priority in  the

competing demands of the health system’'s time.

27. Night Blindnees and Ite Prevention in Bangladesh. (p-5).

Abgtract: This report pressnte the situation of Night blindness, 1t's
prevalence, people’'s perception about Night blindness, it's symptome,
causes and treatments. The prevalence of Bight blindness appeared to
be alarmingly high, =&bout 3.6%., DMost of the people recognize it by
local namag. Many of them wmention disrrecea as cause of Night
blindness, & few can mention about vitamin A deficiency. Inspite of
abundant supply of natural foocd to prevent it people do not fsged these
to babies, and capeule distribution suifers from different

i

ghortcomings of The delivery syshem.

23, Effectiveness of the TBA Training Programme : Casge Studies from
BRAC. (p-18).
Abstract: Traditional birth attendants (TBA)} play a vital role in
Bangladesh in respect of child birth, pre and post natal cafa, etc.
coneidering their significant role, BRAC hass been making sfforts to
bring about & desirable changes in the knowledge, ekill and attitude of
the TBAs through training. The present paper, based on the findings of
BUrvey énd case studies, discusses the perfcrmances of the *irained
TBAe vwvie-a-vis some untrained TBAs. The studies found that (a8} new
knowledge acguired was not adeguately praciiced by the trained TBés,

{(b) the knowledge gained could not be effective dus te the absence



syetematic supervision and follow up system, <tc. Among other things,
raising the social status of the TBAe is considered necessary for

discharging better ante and post natal duties.

29. The Flood of 1888 and People’s Burvival : Beven case studies from
Gheor. {p-56).
Abstract: The report precente the case studies of eome geverely
affected people of the flood of 1888 which affected almost three-
quarters of the whole country. The flood caused & great extent of
euffering ae it damaged and dsstiructed many essentvisls of livings such
ashpaddv, poultry, livestock, houses, tubewells and so on. Te document
the losses and survival strategies adopted by the affected people,
these case studies were done just afver the flood. The case studies
present & piloture of experience of the people and the diverss waye

people tried to cope with the flood,

30. Delivering Research : The Case of Oral Rshydration Therapy and
Tubewell Irrigation in Rural Bangladesh. (p-10).

Abgtract: This rpasper attempis to deseoribe twe of BRAC & modest

attemptes to translate regearch findings into actions for the wellbelng

of the people of Bangladesh. Some of the findings of studies conducted

by BRAC a&s discussed in the paper are : (i} Ural Rehydration Therapy

(ORT) was found to be the treatment of cholice for most types of

dlarrhoea which helped in the reduction of mortality, particulsrly in

children between 1 and 4 vesrs of age, ({(ii) some changes n  the
knowledge, stiitude and percertion of teachers. males and mothers have
contributed towards making people effectively aware sabout the

treatment of dimrrhoea, &and a8 irrigation is =5 key factor for
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increasing vield in sgricultursl sector, irrigstion asseis managed and

operated b? the landless groups organlesed by BEAT bring direct bencfit
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to all sections of the rural community irresgpective of the socio-

economic status,

Gad
{5

Longitudinel Study on Poulbtry ERearing in Manikgoni : &
Preliminsry Assesement for the First Guarter. (p-Z6).

Abgtract: Having the experiences from 2 pilot project in 1885, BRAC

etarted 1tes IGYVGD Programme in 1887, The present study is &n
evaiuation of such & project in HManikgonl] Ares The gitudy was
gonducted to assess the Incoms of the pouliry rearers in relation 1o

popitively sesocliated with the size of poultry farm., But the total
income &chisved by the situdy population rearing BYY poultry is

ig positive for the non-intervened group resaring
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traditional wvaristy. The hatching rate and mortality rate of chickes

he control group comparsd to the programme group.
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32, An Asgesament of Egonomic Profitability of Hesring BYY Chicks and

1ts comparability with Obther Varieties: Seven Brief Case Btudies.

. o 3 . b A : ) " 1 y

Abgtract: EBEAD asitsrited itg IGVED procrsmsms in 1887 which  introduced

't,hp po iy S Flis Mo s s T Trdy as ar\dﬁ:‘l ‘#tagi T moosss h
£ HIY SRINRE L0 LNE IESTSRa. it 6‘\.--.-.‘5‘ F8E CONQUCLEC L BESERs The
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af BYV poultry resring. The study foung that resprling oF HyV ohicke wase
less profitable than +the othersg. The logcal birds arse adyvance in

3 I P S H 1 . Ly 2 P 3 = o~ i % - =
producing sgge,. winile the HyV consums more Lime Lo yessch at the ags of

such produaction it was alse abeerved that short term  rsaring  of

b
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33. BRAC: Bocial Forestry Programme. (p-15).

Absract: This paper atiempis L2 documeni the various efforie made by
BRAC in designing and introducing social foresiry progranng gince 1877
and summarising the findings of twoe evaluation astudies go far
conducted on these programmes, 1t also discusses the opportunitiss and
constrainte associated with the expansion of social foresiry programme

in Bangladesh and pute forward scome future expasnsion strategies.

34. Peasant Perceptlone : Law (p-E8),

Absiract: This report is the sszcond volums under the Peasant
Perceptions Series and ie the fort publication of our rural study
aeriea. The etudy is an attempld to sscertain the percepiions of the

rural poor about certain sensitive iseunes, wiz., child marriage,

1."4

divorce, dowry, law enforcing agencisee, and the laws relsting to these
igsues which directly affec’ thew in thelr daily 1ife. The respondents
were moetly from the target groups, bDoth male and female, organised by
BRAC. The findings icdicate that the pvacants parception of law ie a
gyetem that is instrumental only in increasing the oppression to which

thelr lack of sconcomic powsr maikss them vulnerable.

35. A Tale of Two Winge: Hesltih and Family Planning Frogrammes in an
Upazila in Northerr Bangisdash., (p-75}.

Abstract: This study loocked at how the government heslth system worke

in an upazila in northern Bangladesh. By staying continuously in the

upszila for more than three months snd working clogely with different

levelns of heaith and family pianning officials, many insighte into the

dynamics of different programme componsnis, geome of which ars

gtartling, heve hesn revesisd, The study poritrave s dispal picture of

the siltustion a1t the pervipinery. 7The gtaff eperd less than half of

their Time in official work and they bend fte he more dutiful in work

18



which ie more supervised, involved greater national commitment such as
immunisation and emergencies such as flcode, and where the relevant
supplies (e.g. ORB) ars more available., It is believed that many of
the findinge may be used by the government in assessing and improving
ite health and family planning eervices at the periphery. A major
review of the health and family planning services in rural areas is

warranted,

36, Perception of Foultry Rearers About Different Varieties of
Poultry Birde: Seven Brief Case Btudies. (p-13).
Abetract: Thie paper presents the findinnge of a quick assessment of
profitability, operational problems and comparability of rearing HYV,
crosebreed and local variety of poultry by the women rearers under
BRAC's IGVGD programme in the Manikganj area. The case studies point
out, among other things, certain problems of rearing HYV pouliry as
perceived by the rearers and pregent recommendations for their

poesible solution.

37. PHC Facilitation: As Informational Update. (p-13).

Abstract: Depsite beet intentlione of the planhers, the upazila health
complex based domiciliary service delivery syetem, as arranged by the
government to extend health services to the rurzl masses, has failed
to produce expected results., To asgist the government in improving the
system, BRAC in%reduced & primary helth care (PHC} facilitation
programme in 1988, Thie psper discusses the aims and sirategies of the
programme and embodies relevant information on a prospective work

plan.

IX. ON QOING REGEARCH PROJECTS

The following studies which were initiated in 1888 are now in various

18



stages of progress, These studies are scheduled to be completed in

early 1880,
81.No.,
1.3

e

B.

10,

11,

1%

(S}
L

Title/Topic
Growth Monitoring at BRAC

Dietsry Practicese o¢f Rural Children according to Land
holding E

Attitudes and Percepticons of Mensturation by Adolescent
Girls

Dencgraphic Begistration System in Manikgani and
Joypurhat Vol.II - An Evaluation of the Data Quality.

Morbidity Pattern in Rural Bangladesh.

Mortslity Fattern of wunder 5 Children in Rural
Bangladesh.

Evaluation of the Post-flood Rehabilitation Programme
£ BRAC.

BRAC s Textile Programme : Its Strength and Weakness

VHC Study in Manikzand Proiect.

The Dynamics of Inter-clase Tradition in Rursl
Bangladesgh: Changes in sone seleeted_ Demographice,

Economic and Beccisl Parsmeters.

Profitability, Capital and Labour Froductivity of Small
Scale Enterprises.

Why the other 50% of the Landless do not join RDP Groupse.
Further analysis of Demographic and Epidemiclogical Data
Colleoted through wvariocus surveys over the last several
VEaTrs .,

Analysis of dats from Mid-term Evaluation of PHC.

Continued Collection and Anslyvsip of Dats from the Vital
Eegistration Bvetams

Analysis of Data Collected on Morbidity

Anzlyeis of Data Collected on Effective Usage of ORT
Study on Community Participstion in PHC

Management Development Programme (Discussion Paper)

Sccial ptratificsation and Differentisls in Heslth
Behavicur inp Rurs?® Banglsdesh

[ al



2k The Problem of opbtimatity Beneflt maximization and
Immigerisaticn in the Brackish Water Shrimp Production in

Bangladesh

Al Whe Don"t Get Lean and Why: A Lock into the Unequal
Oredit Hebility within Landleszs Groups.

23. BRAC and EPI: A Study in Two Upazilas

24, The Role of BE0s in Agricultural Credit and Rural
Deyelopment

25 Employment and Training Opportunities for HWomen in
Bangladeshi: The Role of NGOs

28, Micro-enterprise Development and Fromotion

Br, BRAC Strategy of Emplovment Generation

28. An Evaluation of Post Flood Rehabilitstion Programme,

P PROPOSED AREAS OF 3TUDY FOR 1880
RED identified & large number of research areas /topics covering
various fielde which could be undertaken in the cooming year. A

priorvitiped list of the tentativs ragesrch arcis wWas mads which are as

follows:
2ricrity Area - 1L
: Cage Dtudies on Buccesees (Like Jamaluddin, Jarimon-Earimon,
eto. )
% Cage studies on Bural Enterprises supportsed by  BRAC

5!
(Brickfield, Rice mill, ste,)

3. Indirect Impact of ROP on Mutrition, Fertility, IME, ete,.,
in Manikganj Ares

4, A Comparigon of the Outecome of Credit Provided Iandividusally
and in Groups. TDistribution of Benefite in RDP Groups - who
is getting what?

B. Case Study o Male/Female QGroups in ROF {Felative
gtrength/weakneszs, coverage, sctivities, benefite stel.

B, Study on the Management Bystems of Irrigation Assets by the
. Landless in EDFP and other orgenisations: which iz the besgi?

2 Study on Bpecific Aspecte (process, problems, factors behind
thelr succsss/wssinesgs, ebto.) of the Bectoral FProgrammes!
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rrigation, Social Foregtry. perifericulture, Housing,
ivegto g

relevant and

Is the Training Etﬁ%-?ﬁd by the RDP g2taff
resa of training nesd

thelr purpos as Any new ars

""h

What eghold bs the Preconditions for ERecelving Losne: A

somparative  Bitudy  on RUP and other loan glving ‘agencies.

Sheould social sspects like sanitation, family planning be
=

iduecation Progranmns affect
yviteracy and Humerscv?

i
M-
=3

How are the loane given for Gmall Trading being utilisged
0

voau

& Comparison of the Activities
in BRF. Why groups lose th

11d groups and New groups
tarest over time?

Federation for the landlegs group - how should 1t be
approsched? Comparison of the ERAC experiences with others
guch &2 Proghiks, ABL efte, on the basls of nature,
cherscteripgtios, fasturs, functions and relstionships,

ities dons for 4diffsrent

mpact of BRDF on Powsr Structure: Group ocheplvensss,
enflict, conflict resclution, sio

§ ]

A& Comparative Study of Resource uszs in Irrigated and HNon-
irrigated land under DTW Irrigsted Sohemes of BRAC.

g Affecting ?d&?fiﬁﬁfﬁﬁi*adﬁg:iﬁn of "Powsr Tiller"™ by
i grou

Evslustion of Manikganl] Integrated Prolech: Heads
: =

Impaot of BRill
BRAC organissd grou

Measuring the I eval of the Programme Bensficlaries
(one/two veare after their participation in RDP).

e 5 - = L o e b ! - -~ o T - —~ =

Sooisl change: Setblement and changs in the way of 1life of

T F2m WMandfas 4w Mie 3 STy,

the Homadic Tribes in Mirszspur Avea.

Btudy on the Baor Project in Jessars: FPlanning, Hansgement
b i F

and other aspeois.



25. Development  of a Vital Registration System  Through
Informants (for RIP;.

PBriority Area - 11

B “Congtraint” Studv: Constraints in Women's Participaticon in
Development Frogcess.

2. ‘Time® and "Perscnnel”™ gtudy:
i} How much time put by FOs in wmhich activity

ii} Perception of RDP staff sbout their present work
problem faced by them. Why some of them drop ocut?

iii) The Prcfile of a Qood Manager.
3k {ase Study on Bandloom/Powerloom.

4, Iz the Creation of valueg Emphasizsd/Rightly Done in BRAC
{why some peoples stsal money?)

B. & Review of the New Credit snd Monitoring System in
Comparison bo previocus systen.

B. FProfitaebility Anszlyels of "Powsr Tiller" Schemes undsr BRAD
programme.,

7. Helative EHEfficiency of cwner culitivators, shars oroppers,
wage laboursg and paddy huskers., Among the BEAC organised
EYOuDS.

8. impact of Institution Building: Process, componente,

weskness, abo,
8. Advantages and Diegadvantages of Inplementing EBDP with
existing manpowsr under the pressnt structure.
B. HEAL'H STUDIES
Priority Areas - 1

t, Study on the Facilitation Programme in Five upazilas., Is it
any good?

e Evaluation of Filot Family Planning Project.

3. Study of OBT usage and safety in arese coversd 10 ysars ago
{zigo lock 3% scceptance and parcepition].
4, Continucus Evalustion of TB Progresmme in Manikganj and

Jamalpur,

5. Effecte of Integrating PHC with RDPE.



AL,

XII.

G. otudy on the Health Pelicy and Ite Relevance (particularly
looking at the implerentetion st the psriphery).

"t + & estudy on Maternsl Health Based on Mortality/Merbidity
{(gubiect to the availsbility of fund). E

3. A& study on Home Gardening and Night Blindness (subject to
availability of fund).

g, PHC programme of the Covernment of Bangladesh: An Assessment
of Effective Coverazs.

1. Breast Feeding: Perceptione, Right Time, Righty Feeding.
11, Community Diagnesis: Pecple’s Health Needs Assessment.
12. Community Financing in Manikgani Health Programme,
Priority &rea - 11

1 Investigation into the Determinants of Poor Health

-

7, a. Occupational Heaslth of Women under BRAC Programmes.

LS

b. Case Study of Manikgan] Sebikas,
Pricrity Ares - 111

1. An Alternative Approsch to Community Health Worker
Development: Training the Eesliglous L=saders &s "Para
Professional”.

ACADEMIC REFORTH SUBMITTED

Twoe members of the RBED staff pubmitted two academic reporis &6
diggsrtation work for thelr paster’s degrse in foreign
nniversities. Thesge are -

) The Unprecedented Growth of Fopulation in Bengal in  the
1830s: An Effort to Find out the Real Mechanism, An M.bec,
Digegertation 'submitted to the University of London -- by

padequr RBahman Chowdhury,

Bl The Role of NG0s in Health Development in Bangladesh: A
Cage Btudy Study of BRAC o Manikgan] Integrated Development
Project. An MPH Thesies submitied to the Royal Tropical
Ingtitute, Amsterdsm, The Betherlands -- by Fazlul Karim,

JOURNAL FUBLIGATION

a) Prevention of Night Blindnesgs in Rural Banglsadesgsh -- by AMR
Chowdhury. Horld Heslth Forum. Vol, 10, 1888,

Tl Diarrhosa Perception and the Use of & Homemade ORT., Jdournsal

DA



&1%d,

XIV.

XV,

of Diarrhosasl Disense Besesrch, Vol, &, 1888 -- by AME
ry angd J.F, ¥sughsn,

o) NG0s On The Mova: A Case Study on BRAC (EPI), ADAB NEHS,
Sept. - Och, 1935 -- by AMR Chowdhury

CHAPTER iIN BOOK

The Role of NGOs in International Healbh -- by F H Abed and AME
Chowghury., In M. Reich s&and E. Marui (ede.), Internstional
Cooperaticn Zor Health, Auburn House Publishing Lo., Dover:
Messachueetts, USA.

PAPER ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION

T | Tt e e e b v P ~ B (e i S T - +
Folk 1:‘3}”:3LN.\.{;-=_::? For Disrcnoes in BEurasl Bangladesh Nie o
infecticus [iaszs -— by A M. .B. Chowdhury. The University of
Chicege Fress, UBA.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERE IN BENINAE/WORKSHOP

Regearchers of RED participsted in wvarious seminare/workshops
both at howme and shroad during the yesr. Bome of them presented
papersg &8 detalled bhelow.

Dr. AMER Chowdhury, Hezd of RED presented papers in the following
internationsl seminarsynpogium:

B, Fepose, Justice and EHEeoologieslly Bustainable Development:
Views: ZFromw EERE in E%;g'&aesﬂ. Faper presentsd at ihe
Fourth Ccngresss on the Fate and Heope of the Earth held at
Mansgus, Nicsrasgus, 5-5 June, 1888,

5 International Svmposium of Food Bassd ORT. Fresantation at
The fAgs Ehan Universiiy, Rarachi, Pskistan, 12-14 Bavamber,
1888,

. Indicators for Honlsoring Progress in Child Burvival, Paper
presented at the Bouth Agian Workshop on Indicators for
Human Devslcopment., Rathmpargdu, Nepal, 4-8 Decenbsr, 1888,

L = » g TATY el .—‘ oy o i o

The following RED susif perticipated in senmlinariuorkshops during

A%

Lhe vear:

“ kg o : s ;

H. Mediesl Officer (Beassrch), ftoock part in

*itlon: Bituation in Bangladesh™ held a8t

By,

the &s Mty

the Cansadian ulﬁb, Dhaka on 3 Ocioher, 1888, He sleo
varticipated inm the Nationsl HWorkshop on TBAs held 2%
HIPS0M, Dhaks on EE-23 Octobey, 1883,

b. Mr. Fazlul Esrim, Bessarch ELide islogist, took part in the
Diviglonal Workshop on Campaign for the Protsction sand
Fromoticon of Sreagifesding eposcred by URICEF and held at
Chittagonz on 18-18 December, 1888,

)
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AVI,

AVII.

c. Ms. Nasreen Hug, Senior Staff Nutritioniet, participated in
a workshop on Hubyitional Problems of Children in the
Developing Countries held st Tiburon, California on 2-
June, 18938,

a. Mr. Zafar Ahmad, Regearch Economist, participated in the (a3
Seminar con Women' & Emp_aymeﬁt. Sevinge and Credit Programms,
crganiged by SIDA at Dhaks in March, (b} Beminar on Rural
Employment and BSocizl Welfare Activities in Bangladesh,
organised Jjointly by ILDO and Hinistry of Socizal Welfare st
Thaka in April, and (¢} Seminar on Social Sciencs
Information and Documentation Procees of their Utilisation,
organiged by the Apia Pacific Informational HBetwork in
social Sciences {(APINESS) at Dhaka in Octobsr 1889,

EXTERBAL INVOLVEMENT OF RED

a)l A Gteam of RED researchsre headed by Mr. Zafar Ahmad,
Research  Economiet accomplished a research consultancy
contract (Nov. 1887-April 1888) with M/s. Aqua Service
Internstional Des France onh Shrimp Culture Project in
Bangladesh, funded Dby World Bank. The team furnished two
reporte.

bl Mr., Zafer Ahmad also worked as scoclic-econcomizs consultant in
November 18B8 with the project identification mission of
BEDB s ©Gouth-West Rural Development Projlect, sponscred by
1FEAT),

RED SEMINAR

RED crganises wepinars Lo facllitate mututal exchange of
knowledge and ideag among the researchers, Eleven presenbations
were made in the RED seminsr by various regearchsrs, including
two forelgn experts during 1988, Dstalls are ag follows:

Seminsr on Primary Tda

cation 1in Retvqepect: Realitiss and
Constreints, presented by Chit

R

=

ta Ranjizan Dag. February.

Seminar on Updete on BRAC e ORT programme precented by AME
Chowdhury, Mizanuy Rahman and Jalsluddin Ahmed, 1 June,

Seminar on Flanning snd Project Appraisal: A Project on DTH

Irrigation Scheme of BRAC presented by Shame HMustafa and Banszidur
Rahman, July

Seminsr on Popular Educaticn in Nicaragus: Reference in BRAC s
Functiconal Education Programme, pregented by AMR Chowdhury, July.

Seminer oun A& Study of Some ¥Yillage Health Commitiess in BRAC s
QB8P /PHE programme by Thad Boss, 24 August.

Seminsr on Childhood Hutrition of Thildren D-71 monthe in  Burasl
Bangladegh, precented by Ms. Hasreen Hug, Ssptember

na



e Seminar on HNew BStratsgies for Family Flanning: Lessons from
Matlab, presented by Moni Hag, 5 {ctober.

3. Seminar on The Role of BE0s in Health Development in Bangladesh:
A Case Htudy of BREAC s Manikgani Integrazted Development Project
presented by Fazlul Karim, 15 October.

g. Seminar on Socisl Forestry in Bangladssh Context: FProblems,
A

Regponges, and Hecommandstlong prasgented by Banzidur Babman, £
November,

10, Seminar on Update on the Jhitka Project presented by Laurine
Brown and Aszmat Ara Ahmed, 8§ December,

11, Beminar on Incoms and
T

nplovment Ceneration: Exparisncas from &
viglt to Vietnam pras ad

23 by Ms. Salma Sobhan, 11 Dacesmber,

RED organised a one wesk workshop programme on Ressarch HMethodology,
23-27 July 1888, for the orisntation of ites junior rescarchers The
programme included 18 tToplisos covering different aspects vf BRAC
programmes and resesrch issuss



APPERDIX - I

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
(University of London)

Keppel Street London WCIE 7HT

Telephone 01-836 B636. CTablee Hygower London WO, Telex 8853474
Evaluation and Planning Centre
for Health Care
Head: Dr. J Patrick Vaughan

dpril 1888
Commente on the Research and Evaluation Division of BRAD

Patrick Vaughan, Professor of health care epidemiology

1. Introduction

I was very fortunate toc have visited BRAC, Bangladesh, from 22 April
until 6 May. I was requested to appraise the activities of the
Research and Evalustion Division {(RBED} and my programme wag arranged
by Dr Muetasgue Chowdhury, head of RED. I talked to a number of RED
and BRAC programme staff and wss sble to see at first hand the Child
Survival Programme {(CSP)/Primary Hezlth Care in Rangpur District and
the Manikgan] Integrated Development Prolect. I alsoe reviewed a
considerable number of unpublished evaluation papers and reports
produced by RED and a nuaber of research propeeals for future work.

I galned an extremely favourable impression of BRAC and its staff and
it hae been & resl plsasure tc work with RED over these past iwo
weeks, This ig & vwvery sctive and productive Division that has
undertaken sgome extremely good work and produecsd profesgsionsl and
readable reports, papere and proposgals,

The multidisciplinary tear approach i to be admired and there 1is &
good and pregmatic balance between rapid and in-depth evaluation
studies and between qualitative and quantlitative research approaches.
The team spirit and morsi is high. The Divigion has a broad range of
projects and iz, now of guch &8 sgize that there is & need for more
genior level sitaff to takes over some of the higher managepent
respongibliiities that Mustague Chowdhury currently doss, particulsrly
concerning the direct supervision of projecis.

2. Lisigon with BRAC Programme Staff

Although ERED has been set-up as an independent Division that is
directly regponeible ts the Executive-Dirsctor, there existe &8 vary
good working relationship with the different programmes and their
staff, This arrangsment hag many advantages for RED but it may als.
have the disadvantags that full use is not made of the findings of the

eypluation ptudies, The large number of evaluation reporte produced
over 12887/88 may not have been fully utilised, Since BRAC is now

taking stock of 1its present position with a view to developing a
longer term gtrategic plan, it is important that formal mechaniems are
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establighed that can make full use of RED's findings. This may
reguire more icint seminars and planning msetinge amongst programme
and RED staff.

3. Regearch Staff Development

Since people skilled in research and evaluation are scarce in all
countries, but particularly in a country such ag Bangladesh, BRAC
needs to have an active recruitment pelicy to maintain ites multi-
digciplinary team. RED ig now ab such 2 gtage in its development that
to cover 1ite health work it needs to promote senior staff in
epidemiclogy, demography, etatistics, health economicse and medical
anthropology. This is sassuming that computer data handling and
analysis is carried out Dby ancther group. Links with overseas
ingtitutions and a fellowship programme would encourage the
recruitment of sultable young Bangladeshl staff. I understand that
sgme initiatives are already underway and I would strongly support
them,

4. BRAC vercus Non-BRAC Assignments

I %believe that RED has now reached such a2 high standard in its work
that it will soon become much more widely known and respected,. As
this happens there is bound tec be the buildup of requeste from other
agencies for BRAC RED staff to undertake ouitside consultancies and for
RED iteelf to carry cuib research and evaluation etudies for other
ngencies. Indeed, RED could easily augment ite activities and income
by accepting such reguests, However, a diviesion like RED can only
achieve 50 much and therefore there is & real danger of
overcommitment. This would be particularly true if RED glsoc wishes 1o
involve iteelf in several indepth and long term collaborative research
studies. I feel that it would bhe best for BRAC if RED were to
maintain its present concern mainly with BRAC programmes and to avoid
being drawn off to work for cther agencies. RED must be one of BRACe
major asgets as far ae donor sgenciee are concerned.

5. Publicationg

A large number of papers and reporte are being produced by RED which
fall szpproximately inte three groups, Many of them are primarily
useful to BRAC programme staff and act as fe=d back and a stimulus for
reprogramming. A emaller number of papers and reports contain
information of more general interest to other health agencies and
research centres working in Bangladesgh and other Aglan countries. I
guggest that these papers should be well edited and reproduced with an
apprepriate RED cover and clireculated by ERAC, This would also bring

attention to BRAC s research and eveluaticn strengths. A smaller
number of paperg are imporiant scientific contributions and should be
published in recognised internaticnal Jjournals, These suggestione

would involve RED in additiconal work, and the services of an editorial
sceistant would greatly help in this process.

g. Topics for further research in addition te what 1is currently
being undertaken:

B.1 Traditional birth attendante - who are they? What are they
doing? Are they practising the new health behaviocur?

e
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-3

Visual heslth education mesterisls - how do villasgers int&rﬁret
these materiale? What meseages do they gee?

Community health workers - what ig the demand for their services?
How often and how well are they being used?

Village health commitiess - how are they formed? Who are  the
pembers? How well are they functioning?

Comparison of impact on child gurival in BRAC RDP areass with RCP
and PHC sress

Toplices for further intervention studies:

Acute respirabory tract infectione - & policy and programme’ for
inclueion into CBP/PHC.

Roles of midwives at union level in improving cbheteric care and

gsupperting trained TBAs in order to reduce maternal morbidity and
mortality.
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