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I : INTRODUCTION 

Starting in 1875 as a single employee service unit, the Research and 

Evaluation Division (BED) haB evolved into a full fledged professional 

division within BRAe, The primary responsibility· of the Di'/ision is 

to provide necessary research support to the BRAe's mu.ltifaceted and 

expanding interventions. Depending on the 8'lailability of time and 

other resources, RED o.lso helps other organi6atione in evaluatirlg 

their programme and policy oriented studies . 'Phe Beope and dimension 

of RED h!t5 increased over the years along 'i~l th the groHth of BRAe 

programmes. 

RED carried on its continuing programme of research and. accomplished a 

good number of studiee in 1989 covering a wide range of development 

issues. By the end of the year, the Division published over 165 

research reports many of Hhich haVE: received I~ide circulation. 

II. TYPES OF RESEARCH 

RED conducts various types of ret:;earch which can be clasBified under 

five bro.3.d categoriee. Thet3e a.re: 

a. Baseline or oen(;h mark stUdies; 
b. Honitoring studies; 
c. Diagnostic Bt.;.udies; 
d. Impact evallJ.ation stu.dies; and 
e , Policy oriented studies. 

I II. MANPOWER 

The fitrength of professional refiearchers increa5ed to 17 in 1989 from 

14 in the previoufi year: one is Ph .D and seven hold Inaster's degree 

from different foreign univereities. The total strength of RED is 

over 80 "Hh 50 in the field. 



IV. RECRUITMEN T, PROMOTION 

Recruitment 

To meet the growing needs bnd strengthen RED, five core researchers 

were recruited during 1989: 

i) M. Ghulam Sattar with an 115 from Cornell University, USA. He 
«a8 designated as Manager. RED. 

11) ~ls. Mahmuda Rahman Khan, with a mastel"s degree in Economics 
from the Universi ty of Dhaka. 

iii) ~lr. Ahmed Kabir ChO\,dhury, 
Statistics from the University 

with a master's 
of Chittagong . 

degree in 

iv) Mr. Sarwar Jahan, with a master's degree in Public 
Adminietration from the University of Dhaka. 

v) ~ls. Monira Hasan, wi oh a master's degree in Economics fro .. 
the UniversitY of Dhaka. 

At the field level, 4 male and 8 female Field Fesearchers were 

recruited for the Village Study Project. 

ReEignatiQo 

Three RED staff ree.igned from their se!'"liceo during the yelll·. They 

are: Dr. Azmat Ara Ahmed, Sr. Research Sociologi61;; ~lr, Nareeh Chandra 

Mallick, Staff Economist; and Mr. A.K.~l. Atiqur Rahman, Economist . 

Promotion 

Three researchers of RED were promoted during the year. 

Dr. A.II . R. Chowdhury «as promoted and designated a6 Head. Research and 
Evaluation Division. 

On promotion, Mr. Fazlul Karim was designated as R6search 
Epidemiologiet and Mr. Sadequr Rahman Chowdhury '''' Senior Staff 
Statistician. 

V. STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

5.1 To build up research capability and enhance profe6"ional 

competence, HED encourages its staff for higher training at home 

and abroad. During 1989 five members of the "taff pursued higher 

training in different ir.stitutione abroad. 



i) Mr Hunir Ahmed, Staff Economist, has been pursuing his M. Sc. 
degree programme in Health Planning and Financing at the 
London School of Econoz:ics. 

ii) Nr. Sadequr Rahman ChOt.:rdhury, 51:', Staff Statistician> 
returned after completing his M. Se, in Economics 
(Demography) from the Lond.on School of Economics. 

iii) ~1r. Fazlul Karim, Research Epidemiologist> returned after 
completin.g his HPH degree from the Royal Tropical Institute 
{KIT}, Amsterdam, The Netherlandf-;, 

tv) 

v) 

D AVP C' fI" H d r .... 1 ... , nO~L ..• _ury, .ea 
participated in a three 
8.t the London School of 

Ms. Nasreen Huq, Sr. 
mon th cour:::e on ~~cmen, 
of Development Studies, 

of Research 
~~'eek course 
Hyglene and 

and Evaluation Division, 
ill Mdical Anthropology 
Tropical I1edicine. 

Staff Nutritionist, attended a three 
Men and Development at the Institute 
University of Sussex. 

5.2 At the request of BRAC, Dr. S.P.? 5enaratne, a development 

anthropologist, offered a series of talks for the RED staff on 

anthropology and village studies, All RED staff attended the 

lectures and aequired a good comprehension about the 

anthropoligical method ,)f research, This also helped in 

formulating 8 genesis of the village study project lihieh was 

rteveloped later and adopted for act,lon. 

5.3 The RED staff also benefitted from a number of workshops 

organised at BRAC by Dr. Sajed.3, Amtn, a ReBe8.J:'ch AS13ocie.te at 

Princeton Univers! t~T, USA, on Research l1ethods, 

VI. ACCLAMATION OF RED'S ACTIVITIES 

RED's activities, particul8.rly those in the field of health research, 

have been highly acclalmed far and Hide, Prof . J. Patrick Vaughan, 

Head, Evaluation and Planning Centre at the London School of rhrgiene 

e.nti Tropical tiedicine, Univer5i b r of London, in hi8 comments viewed 

RED a6 a "very active and producti 1le Division that has undertaken some 

extremely good Hork and produced professional and readable reports, 

papers and propoBa18 The multidisciplinary team approach 1e to be 



• 
admired and there i8 a good !>nd pragmatic balance betweetl rapid and in 

depth evaluation studies dnd between qualitative and quantitative 

research approaches." The full text of Prof. Vaughan's paper can be 

seen at the end of this report (Appendix-I). 

VII. A NEW STUDY PROJECT 

The Research and Evaluation Division initiated a new type of 

research . namely Village Study Project (VSP). this yea,.. The VSP 

GOVers 10 villages in tHO locations. Jamalpll!' and Monirampur 

(Je66ore). from where both quantitative and qualitative .informat ion 

would be collected 0" a com;inuous baei6. The ~tudy takes a 

multidieciplinary approach in analysing rural dynamics "ith an 

anthropological focus. Through a process of participation 

conviviality. rapport building and interaction. the VSP «ill attempt 

to answer the "why". instead of continuing itself to mere 

identification o,f ""hat" has happened. and the processes therein. Most 

importantly. the VSP hae the capacity to continuouslY feed the BRAC 

programmes whh diagnostic and monitoring impact evaluation on all the 

programme strategies start,ing from economic changee to changee in 

awarenefiB, values> human behaviour and pot..rer structure. 

The indicators include information on demographic and 80cial 

differentiation. socio-economic dependency. level of education and 
. 

consciousness, hucan resource. allocation of familial labour. 

occupational pattern and liege-structure> employment, income. resources 

and Meets. land ol<nersnip and tenurial pattern. egro-technology and 

agrarian structure. transforme.tion aspects of traditional aorriclll tll!'e. 

social. ideological and institutional aspects. rural cred.it. 60cial 

6yetem and Bocial elite. class formation and Goeial structure . class 

and gender. fa"ily planning. nutrition and primer)' health care . 



The study has been s tar t ed in i tially f o r a period of five years. 

Two field teams consistbg o f t r a ined universit y graduates have been 

stationed in the field base s . The study is expected to mee t the l ong 

f elt need of indepth information about the rationale a nd i mpact o f 

BRAC's programme strategies. 

VIII. STUDIES COMPLETED IN 1989 

The RED staff produced 37 research repo r t/papers du ring the yellr. 

Title., and abst r acts of t he r epo r ts are as follows : 

1 . Is Rice-Based Oral Rehydra t i on TheraPl' More Acceptabl e 0 Re sults 

from a Field Trial in Rural Banglade s h . ( 1'-38 ) . 

Abstract : Glucose-based oral rehydrat-ion therapy (ORT) f o r diar rhoea 

i n being promoted in mam,r c ount!'iee of the world . A program.me in 

B.~nglade6h has taught this technology to more than 12 million mothers 

but evaluations fOUllO less encouraging results with re epec t to its 

us age in diarrhoeal epifiode s . Uee of rice in place of glucose tended 

t o minimise Bome problems mothe r s had with the g l ucose-based formul.o. 

A field t r ial conducted in th r ee areas compared the social 

acceptability of rice - based ORT . Survey resu l ts f ound that mothe rs 

used the glucose-based solutionfj r:'JUch more than t he rice-bas ed 

s olutions, although ingredients to prepare the latte r were mo re 

available at household level. However, when their op inions were Bought 

thr ough indepth studies, mothers unanimcH161y re comme nded the rice­

bas ed solutions as they thought that this "Stopped" the diarrhoea much 

qu i cl'::br • However> they did not use it as often because it Has much 

more cumbere:ome, time coneumi ng and difficult to pre pare. 

2. Indicators for Monitoring Process in Child Survival . (p- 15 ) . 

Abstract ~ This paper was :t:'resented at the "South Asian Workshop on 



Indicators for Human Developmen·t" sponsored jointly by UNICEF and 

National Planning CommiGsion, Nepal, held at Kathmandu, 4-6 December 

1989. The paper reviewed the eJ{ieting collection of inf ormation on 

human development in Banglades" «i th special reference to BRAC. The 

paper listed the variouo indicslOors evaluated in BRAG snd the methods 

used for each. The paper als" m.<le a strong plea for concentrat i ng 

more on "process indicators" and eval"ate "impact indicators" only 

"hen encouraging results are found in the former 

3. Towa r ds Peace, Justice " r.d Ecolotlically Sustainabl e Development 

Vie ws f r om BRAC i n Banal adesh. (p-10). 

Abstract: The paper was prelOe:lted at the "Fourth COngr"s5 on the Fate 

and Hope of the South", Managua, Nicaragua, 5-9 June 1939. This paper 

presented BRAG interventions, particularly" OBe dealing with popu l ar 

education such a6 functbnal education, education for children, 

empowerment approach and education on how to treat diarrhoea at home. 

In the paper the author re:narked that poverty and environmental 

hazardfi formed a vicioUfi cycle - one exacerbating the other - and we 

mUfit work simul taneoul31~r for the erft.dic.:lt:on of cot!1. 

4 . Cont r olling A Forgotten Diseuse: the Case of Tuberculos i s in a 

Primary Health Care Setting in Rural Bangladesh. (p- 13). 

Abdract: Not much is kr.cwn or '1eard about tuberculosis (TBl in 

Bangladesh. Following a survey in ~lanikgonj area which found high 

prevalence of TB, a community based control programme was initiated in 

BRAG's Manikgonj projec , in collaboration with N"tion"l TB control 

project and N8tional Anti-tuberculosiE Association. The essentials of 

th i s innovative programme "M' that village based femde hea.lth workers 

identified TB patients throl.;:2.:"! l~~utl.;.:n t.eat.e and carried out 

chemotherapy . In order to prevent dropoute I the pr..,gTamme introduced a 



system of monetyory deposits, This paper which documents the programme 

also reveals that 65% cf the positive cases completed the treatment 

and the dropout rate was 101' at 8%, The paper also suggested some 

measures of improvfing the existing management and extension of it to 

other BRAC area, 

5 , EPI: A Study on NGO Involvement and Its Cost- effect iveness. (p- 25). 

Abstract: This study is based on three surveys done independently in 

areas served by BRAC, CARE and the Government in EPI's second phase. 

Proportion of children fully immunized '1M 47 j, in BRAC, 25% in CARE 

ane 15% in government areas . Cost of immunizing an add itional child 

through additional mobilization was Taka 220 in BRAC and Taka 426 in 

CARE. 

6. BRAC, A Case Study. (p- 22). 

Abstract: This paper was published in the ADAB Ne"s, special edition 

on EPI, (July- August 1989) , The p8.per t'eponed the scale and area of 

BRAC's involvement in EPI and its effecl; on coverage rates. 

7 . Bangladesh Shrimp Culture Project Baseline Su r vey, 1988, (p-236), 

Abetract : The baseline e:urvey is a consultancy work done under a 

contract with Aqua Services International De France, funded by the 

World Bank. The report presentB th~ bench mark information on 

demography. income and asset possession of trhe sample households of WB 

Shrimp Culture Project areas in the district of. Khulna and Ccx's 

Bazar. 

8. Bangladesh Shrimp Culture Project: Summary of Findings. (p-41 ). 

Abstract: The report is a Bummary of findings of the study on shrimp 

culture project conducted in Cox's Bazar and Khulna districts . 

Along"ith the summary of findings, the report presents polder wise 

information of the project. 



9 . Tranformation of 1nfo1'[1a1 I:w. rke t for Rilrt.l 'F i nB-ne e th rough 

Grass r oot Inte r venliic n : Base l ~,_ r.e Bou~ehold 'tP-vit';i t~1 . ( p- 24) , 

i ndebtedness and ChanlleG init i a t eo by BRAG inter:venticr:. from 1981 

1987 . 

10 . Role of Gr as s r oot Gr oupe ':n Brt~r'::; Ld';;;!!l';l..U\ ~h~ t:lodology , 

Abet ract: The report ijakep, a J. 00i": i nto t:1C :",ol e of villag.:.-

o rgani .:: atiollO (VOs) in iRA, . ..- oS I.:.lh ~.,-;l" l~ ~ . ..... - . 
oJ~ • •• ,,_c::. .' . 

d i mension. functionz and roe chJ,:,iell ilwolv~ 1 U .:; re in and el s_ 

i dentif i er; t he role of BRAe ;:; tf').i:: H t::e ine titu~iona l ~_Ge.tiO i1 pr oce e r:· 

of g r a s s root group~ . 

11 . Apprehens ion6 and Reac~ ioni; <I: :ropoeerl rJ? {;h~i."lt't--£. 

Abstrac t : This is a mLleCgl'ap: .:.:et:;'c:t iw; 01. ..::(,r·~-3. i n ~)l°ocedurQ 

changes brough t. within B~AC' IS F.ura1 De-r(':loprr.ent ?:'(.'fU O&M!I'Ie (RI'F 

frame~.j'Qrk by ear :!. y l d2t ° 

12. Recent and Proe;:pec t.:.vc DevelC';":ne 'r ;:0 j>, :.<=;!,-~,: r~' h ':: Role.: of Souther:, 

and Nor t hern NGO · 6. (9-1 3) . 

Abs t ract: The 

relatlon5hlp be tweeu t he ~O l' t~(:rn ·It'nO .l. 1S I;;!nd "t.I!.; Sout:nerr. ~'lGO ' s an' 

the!::! for t heir lIoal of !ilcaninsi '.11 ru.:al 5evelo9Len-;; . 

Abs t r act: The r e port i ';) a thec r e r lcal ~ne_lysif."'. ~;hici1 foc uses on t~. 

NGO appro3.ch to de 'leloP!oelH;, :t loc;~..:. ':0-::: 'the thee .. { .. ~ic.s. l r~levance ,~ 

-!, .:; 
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14. The Ro l e of NGO'o in Agricultural Credit and Ru r a l Development . 

(p-20) . 

Abstr act , The study identifies the role of Bangladeshi NGOs in 

agricul tura l and rural development, the income and employment effect 

of NGO programmes and potentials and limitations of programmes . 

15. The Unprecedented Growth of Population in Bengal in the 19306' An 

Effort to Find Out the Real Mechanism. An MSc Dissertation 

submitted to the University of London by Sadequr Rahman 

Cho"dhury . (p- 48) . 

Abst r act , The growth of populatIon in Bengal in the 19306 "las 

phenomenal compared to any of previous decades . The population 

quite 

had 

been increasing in the tune of 1.5 to 3 . 5 million in each decade since 

1881 upto 1931. But in the decade 1931- 41 the population increased by 

&bout 10 million. ThiB study is an effort to find out the relat ive 

contributions of fertility, mortality and migration. The findings s how 

that t.his r'.pid grcwth of population in the 19306 W"6 mainb due to 

the mortality decline, particularly due to t he decline of malarial 

mortality. 

16. Demograph i c Registration System, Manikgonj and Joypurhat - Volume 

one' a provisional report on vital events 1986 - 88. (p- 56) . 

Abs tract, To evaluate BRAC' B Child Survival Programme (CSP)' t,he (RED) 

introduced a demographic regietration 8ystem in 6 (3..j.3) unions of 

Manikgonj and JOI'purhat in lSQ6 and 1987 respectively. According to 

t he system, a male field ~.J'0rk .... ts every household of a union once 

in a month and collects info rmatiof! on ouch event6 as birth , death 

and migration which oecurred follotiing his previou6 viei t , The Bystem 

has been continuing for about 3 yearB but nc report h9fi yet been 

pl.lblished . The events recorded in the last few years are s t ill being 



entered in the computer , The tables presented in this report were 

prepa r ed 

and gives 

manually, The report incllldeB fertility and mortality 

ne inform&tion on t:ligration. A revised version of 

on ly 

t h i s 

report will come out Hhen the det,ail tables will be avttilable from t he 

computer . 

17 , Plann ing and Project Appraisal: A Brief on the Deep Tubewell 

Irrigati on J r ogramme of BRAC, (p- 41) , 

Abstract : The paper 16 a brief, impressioni6tic evaluation of t he DTri 

irrigation programme of BRAC , It considerc the plnnning process with 

pa r~icular emphasis on the constituent elements in project app raisa l . 

adequacy of The basic objective 

project planning at 

of the paper is to ascertain 

the Area level. It attempts 

the 

to identify the 

process of pro}act planning with rc.:;Jrence t.o the DTH programme, 'i~i th 

the fasibility study element a6 the focus, In addition, programme 

design issues are also commented upon. It eynthesises the experience 

o f five Area Offices, and based thereon recommendations are made. 

Methodologically, it relies on discussions with Area Staff and records 

maintained by the projects. The paper presents a profitabi l ity 

analysis and contains some BPecific recommendations, 

18 , Evaluating BRAe's Training Programme of Tradit i onal Birth 

Attendents : A Few CaBe Studies , (p-34), 

Abstract : Most of the child birthe in Bangladee;h take place at home . 

assisted by either older relativee or bv traditional birth attendents 

(TEA) , The pret:ent maternal ~ortality rate in Bangladesh i6 about 6 

per thousand live birth, neonatal and infant mortality rates are 89 

and 125/130 per thousand lives bh'th reepectively. These large number 

of deaths ,Jould be attributed to unhygienic and hazardou6 del i very 

ti . i d t . ttl Wl'th the above prac ce a~a na equa e pre- ana P06 n8Ja care , 

10 



background in mind, the TBA training programme of BRAe was des igned t o 

provide basic training on hygi6nic delivery. simple pre and post natal 

car e and identification of high i'16k pregnancies, The study was 

undert aken to evaluate the knOt\' ledge, attitude and practice (KAP) of 

the trained TEAs on pre una P06t natal care and during delivery and 

compare the KAP of the trained TBAs with untrained TBAs. 

19 , A Household Survey on Smok ing in Six Areas of Ru ral Bangladesh , 

(p-16) , 

Abstract: The number of smokers i6 alarmingly increa6ing in Bangladesh 

resulting in serious health ha3ara It ~afi estimated that 20 mill ion 

males and 5 million females are E,mokers . Over 100, 000 acres of land 

that could produce efis~ntial foodgrain are planted with tobaco. It is 

a recognised fact that smoking is harmful both physicall~1 and 60cio­

economicaly. The etudy was conducted in 10 villages in ManikgonJ and 

,]oypurhat difitrict to eBtimate the p!:'evalence and consequence of 

smoking. 

20, Training Prog r amme of Family Welfare Assistan t s in BangladeBh 

An Assessment of Retention of KnoHledge , ( p- 30), 

Abstract : The population growth rate in Banglade;fih is 2 . 3 and 

contreceptive6 prevalence rate is 31%, The growth rate is very high 

compared to other developing cQuntriee. Bangladesh is already 

committed to the !~orld community for achievement of the target "Health 

for all by the year 2000." The Government has already undertaken a 

comprehene;ive health and family planning programme t.hrough Primary 

Health Care to achieve the target. The Family Welfare Aesistant5 

(FWA6) are the main 

contraoeptive methoafi, 

force 

and 

for diffusion of knowledge 

the Bucceee of the familY 

programme depende; on the attitude and efficient parformance 

on all 

planning 

of the 



FWAe . To develop their skill, BRAC already trained 3006 FWAs in 83 

upazilas , To measure the knowledge of those FWAs after training, the 

Research and Evaluation Divislon undertook a study. The study 

objectives were to measure t.he retention of knowledge of FWAs about 

different family planning methods and MeH cased child health care 

activities. 

21. Experience wi th Vi l lage Health Committee Development An 

AS Be66ment on Community Participation in BRAC's PHC Programme . 

( p - 49) . 

Abs tract : In recent years, community participation (CP) has been the 

cardinal focu6 to the BRAe'::; PHC programme for making the programme 

self- sustainable. Based on that, BRAC has been developing 

Health Committees (VHe) in its intervention areas since Oct. 

Village 

1986, 

with the involvement of local people in planning, implementation and 

evaluation process. But one may ask. gi'/en the three yeare of 

p rogramme implementation, !·!hat extent ot community participation it 

hac achieved? Using the framet.rork of 8.sseseing process indicators 

de.v i e;ed by Rifkin, et al., t'i-l'O VHCs under Gheor upnzila of Manikgonuj 

dietrict 'i{ere etudled to addrees that question by measuring the level 

of communi t~r participati<.:m. It uas revealed th«t the degree of 

community participation achieved t-l8.S still rather low. The reasone; for 

such lm.r achievement have to be sought in the soc ie-economic and and 

potential facr.ore which Here beyond the ecope of this study. However, 

the results of thi6 study provide a useful baseline information which 

can be used by any 1 _seacher for comparati\re 8.6CeSement in future . 

22 . To rnado i n Manikgonj : An Assesfiment of Los6ee; . (p-17) . 

Abetract: Tornado ifi one of the Ei~vere difi.<l.Bt,rOUt5 natural calamitiee 

,':m which manl;:ind has no eont r ol . One of such severe tor!lad~) 61-?ept 



through Saturia and part of Harirampur Upazila of t1anikgonj district 

leaving a landscape of ruins and r ubbles . The paper assessed the 

losses of human lives, 8s6ete like livestock and poultry and housing 

infras tructur e of the moe.t hard hit areas. 

23. Social Forestry in Bangladesh Context: Problems, RefiPonses and 

Recommendations. (p-66). 

Abstract: Bangladesh, once known af; the green belt, i6 fast losing 

its trees, its forests. its stretches of greenery; the rate of 

exploi tat ion of forest reeources is faster than their regeneration. In 

the recent past, both government and non-government organisations 

became increasingly concerned with the issue of deforestation which 

haB a direct bearing on environmental degradation . The present report 

sketches the glimpeee of deforestation focussing the magnitude of the 

problem. It also reflected the v8riou13- programme apprcches undertaken 

worldwide involving both government, individual and the community in 

the process to tackle the iSfjU~ . In-country refipouses made by both 

government and non-government organieatione: are discu66ed in br ief . 

Finall~r, Borne iS6ue8 worth c0nsldering are prov ided, aleo siv ing eome 

gener8.l recommendations to cope with the dN"indling forest resources. 

24. App r oach to Village Studied' A Tentative Scheme for BRAe. (p-1Si. 

Abstract: The paper discl1ssee som~ ie6ues relating to the need and 

fra:nework of undertaking a longitudinal Btud~r by BRAC fol' indepth 

analysie of the changing villagee; in Bangladesh. The methodological 

aspect, particularly the imprortance of anthropological method for 

studying village situations. has been emphasized in the paper. 
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25. The Role of NGOs in Health De'leloprnent in Bangladesh: A C"" '3 

Study of BRAe ' s Manikgonj Jntegrated Deve lopment Project . An ,' -<\ <.;"'-... " 

Thesis submitted t.o the Royal Tropical lusti tute > Amsterdam, b ~ 
F. Karim. (p- Sl) . 

Abstract In tegrated approach to health care through 1'\..1:1'-3.1 developme Li 

activities has long been believed to be c:ffective to bring about a. 

difitincti\re improvement in health statue; , Based on that, BRAC has b~~.~. 

implementing a PHe programme in its Nanikgonj integrated rurp 

development project Binc e 1977. A comparative community 8tt~dy wQS 

commi£sioned in late 1986 to e:.eSel38 the extep.t. of effects of sue ._ 

approach given the 10 years of prog ~·amme implementation . This the sl So 

highliB 'ts some results o f that study . Sign ificant improvements W'~:'e 

found in the programme area compared to the control area t\li t h reS9( ct 

to infant mortality rates {INR), usage of GRT and tubeHell watG f' 

eligible Homen cove r age by 'J''I' vaccine, rate::; of pe,'mancn{ 

sterilization and Bafe birth d.el ivery practices . No zignific8.r~~-

differences we re observed in crude birth rates {CBR) , crude de t':\ \t 

ratee (CDR) and total fertil i ty rates (TFR) bet~..)"een the tNO areC.L 

Interestingly, higher coverage of vitamin A capsule {VAC) dictributio~· 

and lower prevalence of nightblindness ".jere found in the control 1'::.. ~eD. 

than that in the programme area. Hm~ever, a substantial reduction in 

nm, CDR and TFR wae explicitly evi J.ent in the programme area compar ,;: 

to the base l ine data (19(7). 

26. A ~Iid-term Evaluation of the Ba ng l adesh Blindness Pre vent i-

Prog ramme . (p- 91 ). 

Abetrac t: For a mid- t e r m 88£eflF.Htlent of the B~mglade5h Blindr.e 

Prevention Programme, BRAe t.J"86 commiBsioned by the Institute of pun]. 

Heal th and Nutrition and UNICEF to carry out a sur'.ey on 1l:!..9_1.' 
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blindness and vitamin A-cap6ule (VAC) distribution in r ural 

Bangladesh . This repor t presents the the results from this survey . 

Night blindness waf; found to be prevalent in 1.78% of the children 

aged 6 months to 6 years and was higher in femalefj (1 . 79%), VAG Has 

received by 35% of the tat'get children during 27th round. The survey 

f ound that the programme enjOYfi a comparatively lOH priority in the 

compet i ng demands of the health system's time . 

27. Night Blindness and Its Prevent i on .in Bang ladesh . (p-5 ) . 

Abstrac t : ThiB report presents the si':uation of Night blindness, it's 

prevalence. people' 6 perception about Night blindness, it· 6 B:lIDPtome, 

causeB and treatments. The prevalence of Night blindness appeared to 

be alarmingly high, about 3.6% . Nost of the people recognize i t by 

l ocal nam~:: t3, Many of them mentJion diarreoea as caU6e of Night 

blindnees, a feN can ment.ion about vitamin A def:\.Qiency, Inspite of 

abundant supply of natural food t,:) prevent it people do not feed these 

to babies. and capsule distribution Buffers from different 

shortcomings of thf': delivery system, 

28, Effect iveness of the TEA Tr ain i ng Prog r amme 

BRAC. (p- 19). 

Case Stud i es from 

Abs trac t : Traditional birth att,endants (TEA) playa vital role in 

Bangladesh in respect of child birth, pre and post natal care, etc . 

considering their significant role, BRAe has been making efforts to 

bring about a deeirable change in the knoo;.,rledge, skill and attitude of 

t he TBAs through training, The present paper, based on the findingE of 

survey and caEe studies. discuc£es the performances of the trained 

TEAs vi6-a-vis some untrained TBAs, The 6tudh~'e found that (a) new 

knoqledge aCqUil"cd was not adequately practiced by the trained TEAs, 

(b ) the kno\'oiledge g'ained eould not be effective due to the abeence 



systematic supervision and follow up 5YEitem, etc . Among other t hinge. 

raising the Bocia1 statu't of the TBAs is considered necessary for 

discharging better ante and post natal duties. 

29 , The Flood of 1988 and People's Su r vival : Seven CaBe s tud ies from , 

Gheor, (p-56), 

Abs t r act: The report presents the case studies of e,ome severely 

affected people of the flo~d of 1988 which affected almost three-

quarters of the l.(ho1e country , The flood caused a great e xtent of 

5uffering 86 it damaged and de£tructed many eesentialG of livings s uch 

aEl paddy, poultry, 1iveBtod:, houses, tubewells and so on , 'fo document 

the 1066es and eurvival strategies adopted by the affected people. 

these case studies were done just after vhe flood, The case studies 

present B. picture of experience of the people and the diverse waY6 

people tried to cope I<ith the flood. 

30. Deliver ing Research The Case of Oral Rehydration Therapy and 

Tube"ell I r rigation i n Rural 3angladesh, (p- 10). 

Abstr act: This ~aper attempts to describe t!W of BRAe' 6 modest 

attempts to tra:(:.::;late reeearch findings i:-lto actionf~ for the I<lellbeing 

of the people of Bangladesh, SO!'l"le cf the findings of studies conducted 

by BRAC as discussed in lOhe pap,er are: (i) Oral Rehydration Therapy 

(ORT) H'ae found to be the treat.1lent of choice for moet types of 

di arrhoea which helped in the reduction of mortali t~r > particularly in 

children betl,een 1 and 4 yearfi of age, (1i) Bome changes Yn the' 

knowledge, attitude and per"::eptioh of teachers: males and mothers have 

contributed towards making people effective ly 8t-lt\re about the 

t reatment of d:e.rrhoea, and (iii) 8.6 irrigation 18 a key f8ctor for 

increasing yield in agricultural fiectcr, irrigation a.SBt::te: managed and 

operated by the landlesj:;; ,groupe: organised by ERAe bring dire0t benefit 
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to all sections of the rural community irrespective of the soc i o­

econom i c status. 

31. Longitudina l Study on Poultry Rearing in Nanikgon j A 

Pr e liminary Aeeefisment for the First Qua r te r. ( p- 26 ) . 

Abstract: Having the experiences from a pilot project in 1985, BRAC 

sta r ted its IGVGD P!.'ogramme in 1987. The present etud}r i6 an 

evaluation of ~uch a project in M.s:nikgonj Area. The I3tud~r Has 

cond~wted to azsees the incom~ of the P0~1 try rearers in relation to 

their fa!!!') size and compare the income of the pl'.)gramme group and t he 

non-intervened group. The study reyealed that. the profit earned ie 

poe i tively associated with the eize of pOll1try farm. But the total 

i ncome achieved by the study population rearing HYV poultry i 6 

neg~""ti.,e Hhile it ie positive for the nOH-intervened group rearing 

traditional variety. The hatohing rate and mortality rate of chicke 

bot.h favour the control lilrOu.p compared to the programme group . 

32 . An Afifie fifiment of Econom i c Profi tab i li ty of Rearing HYV Chicks and 

I t s compar abil i ty with Other Varietlee: Seven Brief Ca6e St ud ies . 

(p- 11). 

Abs t r act: BRAC e.tarted its IGVGD programme in 1987 fillich introduced 

t he HYV chicks to the rearers. The study was conducted to aS6ess the 

money income earned cut of poultry rearing and its compa r ative 

economic benefit between and am;Jng the HYV, local and the cro66br eed 

varietiee 'Jf chicks. The st.udy alec covered the operational problems 

of HYV poultry rearing. The study found that rearing of HyV chicks wae; 

l eee profttable than the others. The local birds are advance in 

pr oducing eggti, while the HyV COllfiume more time to reach at t.he age of 

such production. It "(.Je<.fi also obee!.·vE'd that short term rearing of 

chicks (for tlW months) could produce much more income to the rearerB . 



33 . BRAC, Soc i al Forestry Programme. (p- 15) . 

Absract: This paper atterrlptsc) do(;uinent the various efforts made by 

BRAC in desig!ling and introducing social forestry programme since 1977 

and 6ummarising the findings of ttW eva l uation studies 60 f a r 

conducted on these prograi.J:ne6. It also discllsses the opportunities a nd 

constraints aGBociated with the expansion of social forestry programme 

in Bangladesh and puts Ii)ntarC Borne fut~l1.·6 ~xpan6ion strategiee . 

34 . Peasant Pe r ceptions! La r.-; {p-5R~. 

Abetract: This report, i5 the s!:"'J'ono volume under the Peas ant 

Perceptions Series and i6 the fort pUbl ication of our rural study 

seriee. The etudy is an attempt to ascertain the perceptions of the 

r ural poor about certain e;enslt,lve isslleii, viz., child marr i age, 

d ivorce. dowry. law enforcing agt~nClef, ar~d the lal<ls relating to theBe 

issues Hhieh directly affec'; theM': in theil.' daily life. The responden t s 

Here mostly from the t,arget groupe, both !r.ale anS female, organised by 

BRAe . The findingc 1. . .5.':":; :.(: t!:.e:(; i"-he p t,. ~:1t6 j,)8::~e:?t:!.oa of law ie a 

system that ie instrumental only h1 increasing the oppreseion to which 

their lack of economic pOller makes tl:em vulnerable. 

35. A Tale of Two Winge, : Het!l t h and t!l.lmily Plannlll~ Programmes in a n 

Up8 z ila in NortherL B.5.nglaj~£h . (p-7 5) , 

Abstract: Thi8 !Study !..:"oked e:t h0'1 the government heE.lth system ~.fOrkB 

in an upazila in northern Banglade!)h. By staying eontinuouelv in the 

upazila for more than thl'et~ months .!Ina i"orki r:.g cloe.ely ~"ith di f ferent 

l evelfi of health and family pla~m_ine o:!:tiJialB , rJany insights into the 

dynaftlic6 of different progl'a:.'me c('·n::ponentfi > fiome of H'hicn are 

startling, have been revealed. 'Ihe c:tuciy p.Jrt-r8Y8 a dismal picture of 

the 6i tuation at the peripneJ:'Y, ~l.he stafr 6PeLd lesG than half of 

t heir time in official I"or:: m:d thcv t,l."'::d tc be m0re dutif!"il in wo r k 
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which iE more supervised. involved greater national commitment s uch as 

immunisation and e:nergenciee. euch as floods, and tolhere the relevant 

supplies {e.g. ORS} a!:e more available. It is believed that many o f 

the findings may be used by the government in assessing and improving 

its health and famil~T planning services at the periphery . A maj(. r 

review of the health and family planning service£. in rural areas iF; 

warranted. 

36. Perception of Poultry Rearer. About Different Varieties of 

Pou ltrY .Bird., Seven Brief Case Studies . (p-13). 

Ab6tract: This paper pre6ents the findinngs of a quick assessment of 

profitability, operational problems and comparability of rearing HYV, 

crossbreed and local variety of poultry by the t.;'omen rearere under 

BRAe's iGVGD programme in the Maniksanj area. The ce.ee studies point 

QU'!; , among other things. 

perceived by the rearers 

p066ible solution. 

certain problems of rearing HYV poultry as 

and present recommendationB for their 

37. PHC Facili tation' As Informational Upda~e. ( p-13 ) . 

Abetract , Depsite best intentione of the plannel'S, the upazila health 

complex based domiciliary service delivery Bystem, as arranged by the 

government to extend health servi<;es to the rural masses. has failed 

to produce expected results. 1'0 aBeist the government in improving the 

eyetem, BRAC introduced & primary helth care (PRe) facilitation 

programme in 1938. Thie paper dic'iCusseo the eims and strategies of the 

programme and embodies relevant informat.ion on a proiiPective work 

plan . 

IX. ON GOING RESEARCH PROJECTS 

The following etudie-6 which were initiated in 1989 are now in various 
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stages of progress. These studies are scheduled to be completed in 

early 1990 . 

51. No . 

1. 

Title IToJilil. 

Growth Monitoring at BRAe 

2. Dietary Practices of Rural Children according to Land 
holding 

3. Attitude€. and Perceptions of Mensturation by Adolescent 
Girls 

4. Demographic Registration System 
JoYPUrha1; Vol. II - An Evaluation of 

in l1anikganj 
the Data Quality. 

5 . Morbidity Pattern in Rural Bangladesh . 

and 

6. l1ort81ity Pattern 
Bangladesh. 

of under 5 Children in Rural 

7 . Evaluation of the Post-flood Rehabilitation Programme 
of BRAC. 

8. BRAe's Textile Programme: Its Strength and Weakne~fj 

9. VHC Study in Manikganj Project. 

10 . The Dlrnamic6 of Inter-clasfi 
Bangladesh: Changes in Borne 

Tradition in Rural 
selected Demographic, 

Economic and Social Parameters. 

11. Profitability, Capital and Labour Productivity of Small 
Scale Enterpri6efi. 

12 . Why the other 507~ of the Landles6 do not join RDP Groupe. 

13 . Further analysis of Demographic and Epidemiological Data 
Collected through V-E'.l:.'ioue surveys over the last several 
yean'; . 

14. Analysis of data :::rom Mid- term Evaluation of PHC. 

15. Continued Collection and Analysie; of Data from the Vital 
Registration SYBt~m6 

16 . AnalYB i s of Data Collected 01: Morbidity 

17. Analys i s of Data Collected on ;;;ffective Usage of ORT 

18. Study on Community Participation in PHC 

19. Hanagement Development Programme (DiecuBfi ion Paper) 

20 . Social Stratlfi-Gation and Differentials 
Behaviour in Rural Bangladesh 

in Health 



21. The Problem 
ImroiBerieaticn 
Bangladesh 

of optimatitl' 
in the Brad,ieh 

Benefit maXlm1 3a~lon and 
Water Shrimp Production in 

22. \;ho Don't Get 
Credit Nobility 

Loan and Why : 
within Landless 

A Look into 
Groupe . 

23 . BRAC and EPI: A Study in Tllo Upazilae 

the 

24. The Role of NGOs in Agricultural Credit and Rural 
De'lelopment 

25 . Employment and Training Qpportuni ties for 1;1omen in 
Bangladesh.: The Role of NGOs 

26, l1icro-enterpl'iee De'!elopment and Promotion 

27 . BRAe Strat.::gy of Et'lplcyment Generation 

Unequal 

28 . An Evaluation of'Poet Flood Rehabilitation Frogramme . 

X. PROPOSED AREAS OF STUDY FOR lB90 

RED identified a large number of research areas/topicl3 covering 

various fields i<lhich could be undertaken in the corning year . A 

prioritised liet of the tentative re6ea!'ch areae {laB made Nhich are ae; 

follows: 

A. ECONOMIC aND. SOCIAL STUDIES 

PriQrity ~ ~ 1 

1 , Cafie Studiefi on SUCCeiif!eS {Like Jamaluddin. Jarimon-Karimon, 
etc. ) 

2. Case StudieB on Rural Enterprises e.upport-ed by 
(Brickfield, Rice mill, etc.) 

BRAC 

3 . Indirect Impact of RDP on Nutrition, Fertility, Hlll, etc . , 
in Manikganj Area 

4. 

5 . 

A Comparison of the Outcome of Credit Provided 
and in Groupe;, Distribution of Benefits in RDP 
ie getting what? 

IndividuallY 
Groups - who 

Case Study on 
fitrength/t./eakne'::;$ , 

Male/Female Groups in RDP 
'::o .... erage, acti vi ties. benefi t£ 

(Relative 
~tc) . 

6, Study on the Management Systems of Irrigation As£ets by the 
Landle66 in Rf'P l"md other orgenir.w.tiollu: Nhich i6 the befit? 

7 . Study on Specific Aspects 
their 6ucceBB/weahneefi, 

"1 

(proceBfi. problems , factors behind 
etc,) of the Sectoral PrOgraMmee: 



8. 

Irrigation, Social Forestry, 
Livestock, etc. 

Seri/ericulture, Housing, 

16 the Training Received by the RDP Btaff relevant 
useful to their purpoe.e? Does any ne",· area of training 
emphasis? 

and 
need 

9. What should be the. Preconditions for Receiving Loan€;: A 
Comparativ~ Study on RDP and othe r loan giving agencies . 
Should soc-ial aspect.s like sanitation, famil r planning be 
emphasized? 

10. HOH does the 
conficientizatlon? 

Functional 
\~hat aoout 

Education 
Literacy and 

Programme 
Numeracy? 

affect 

11 . Ho,,' are the loan8 g iven for Small Trad ing being utilised? 

12.. A Comparison of the Activities of Old groups and New groups 
in RD? ~~hy groupe; loee their interest over time? 

13. Federat.ion for the la!~,dleBfi group - h'.)\o/" should it be 
appro8ched? Comparison of the BRAe experiencel3 Ni th others 
such 8.13 Proshika> ABA etc. on the basis of nature, 
charb.ctcriet iCB, feat,n.'e, functions and l'elatiol1sh ipe. 

14 , Investigation on cost of credit. AltJo cost-effectiveness for 
various Bchemes . 

15. Ho\o/" feasible ·~ re the "Feas i bilitie:3" done for different 
types of 6chemes? 

16. Impact of RDP on PONer Structure: Group cohesivene66, 
conflict, conflict resolution, etc. 

17. A Comparative Study of Resource use in Irrigated 8.no Non­
irrigated land under DTW Irrigated Schemes of BRAC. 

18. Factot'e Affecting Adoption/Non-8.doption of "POWBl' Tiller" by 
the BRAe organie:eJ groupe;. 

19. Evaluation of 
ABeesEment. 

Manikganj Integrated Project: Needf.j 

20. Issu.es Of Horbldi ty, D ... sabili ty and Ec(momic LosfieB a6 a 
pa r t of the Village Study Project, 

21, Impact of Skill Training and Human Development Training on 
BRAe organie.ed group€;. 

22, Measuring t.he 
(one/tHO years 

Incom<e Level of the ProgramrrJc Beneficiaries 
after their participation in RDP). 

23. Social change' Settlemen t and ch,~nge in the ,yay of life of 
t,he Nomadic Tribes in Nir38:PUl": Area, 

24. Study on the Baor Project in J'JESore: Planning> Management 
and other aspectfi . 
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25. Development of a Vital Registration 
Informants (for RDP;. 

System Th r ough 

P.r ior it I' 8..!:e.a. ::. II 

1 . "Conetraint" Study' Conetraints in Women"s Participat i on in 
Development Froeeee. 

2. ' Time'.arui 'Personnel' etudy: 

i) Ho!; much time put by POs in ,;hieh activity 

ii) Perception of RDP staff about 
problem faced by them, Why eome of 

iii) The Prcfile of a Good ~!anager. 

3. Caee Study on Handloom/P(,,~erloom. 

their preeent 
them drop ou. t? 

work 

4. Is the Creatiol! of values Emphasized/Rightly Done in BRAC 
(why some people e.teal money?) 

5 . A Review of the New eretilt and tionitoring Syetem i n 
Comparison to previous system. 

6 . Profitability Analysis of "Pmfer Tiller" Schemes under BRAC 
programme. 

7 . Relative Efficiency of owne r cultivators, share croppere, 
wage labol).:c.'s and paddy hUBkers, Among the BRAC organieed 
groupe, 

8. Impact of Inetiktion Building . 
~1eaknee€i, etc, 

Process, Domponente, 

9 . Advantage" and Disadvantages of Implementing RDP 
existing manpower under the present etructure, 

B . HEAL'Ji STUDIES 

Pr i orit y ~ ~ I 

with 

1. Study on ·the Facilitation Programme in Five upazilas . Is it 
al'nr good? 

2. Evaluation of Pilot Family Plonning Project. 

3, St!ldy of ORT usage and eafety in areas covered 10 yeare; ago 
(also look at acceptance 8.nd perce ption). 

4. Continuous EvaluF.tion of TB Programme in Manikganj and 
Jamalpur . 

5 . Effects of Integrating PHC "l.th RDP. 



6 . Study on the Health Policy ana Its Rele vance (partic'.llar l y 
look i ng at the impler'entation a t. the per iphery). 

7 . A study on Mat.ernal Health Based on Mor tality/Morbi dity 
(subject to the availability of fund). 

8 . A etl.,tdy on Home Gardening and Night. Blindness (subject t o 
availability of fund). 

g , PRe programme of the Government of Bangladesh : An Assessment 
of Effective Coverage. 

10 . Breast Feeding: Percept i ons, Right Time, Right Feeding . 

11, Communi t y Diagnosis : People'e: Health Needs Assessment , 

12 . Community Financing in Manikganj Health Prc-gramme. 

P r io r it Y Al::llli ::. li 

1. Investigation intv the Det-3rminante of Poor H,ealth 

2, a. Occupational Health of women under BRAG Programmes, 

b. Case Study of 11anikganj SebikM. 

PriQrity Al:f.a =- ill 

1. An Alternative Approach 
Development: Training the 
Professional" . 

XI. ACADEM IC REPORTS SUBMI TTED 

to Community Health 
ReligiOUS Leade rs as 

Worke r 
"Para 

Two membere 
disfiertation 
universities . 

of the RED staff submitted two academic reports 86 
{i'ork for their master' 6 degree in f ore ign 

These lire -

,a) The Unprecedented Growth of Population if! Bengal i n the 
19308: An Effort t.o Fin:1 out the Real Mechanism . An N. Se. 
Dissertation submitted t o the l1niversity of London by 
Sadequr Rahman Chowdhury. 

b) The Bole of NGO. in Health Development in Bangladesh : A 
Caee Study Study of BRAC'e; Nanikganj Integrated Deve l opment 
Project. An MPH Thesis submitted to' the Royal Trop ical 
Inr:;ti tute, Amsterdam, The Net~lerlands - - by Fa3lul Ka r im . 

XII. J OURNAL PUBLI CATION 

a) Prevention of Night Bll ndnes" in Rural Bangladeeh -- by AHR 
Chowdhury. World He,91th Forum . Vol. 10. 1988 . 

b) Diarrhoea Perception and tht.;: Uee of a Homemade ORT. lJournal 
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Qf lliarrhQ"-ll.l Dieea8e Reoee.rch . Vo l. 6, 1988 -- by AliR 
Chi)~\!dhury and J, P. Vau.ghan , 

c ) NGOI3 On the t1ov,= : A Caoe 5tud~r on BRAG (EPI) , 6.D.illi liEliS.. 
Sept. - Oct. 1989 -- by MR Chowdhury 

XIII. CHAPTER IN BOOr. 

The Role of NGOe in Inte:'nat!..onal Health -- by F H 
Chowdhury. In t1. Reich and E. Marui (edfi . ), 
Cooperat i on fO h Heglth . Auburn House PubliBhirg 
Massachusetts, USA. 

XIV. PAPER ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION 

Abed and AMR 
International 
Co. . Dove r : 

Fo lk Terminology ~or Diar.:[~oea ::~n Rural Ban.gladefih: Rev iew Q..f. 
InfectiQ1)..f.i. DieeaseE -- by A. M. R. Cho'rldhury . The Un:l.verf~ i t y of 
Chicago Prees, USA . 

XV. PRESENTATION OF PAPERS I N SEMINARiWORKSHQP 

Researchers of RED participat,c:d in "8riou£ seminar s/wor kfJhoPf; 
both at home and e,broad during the year. Some of them pre sented 
papere as detailed belo:.;r, 

Dr , AMR Chowdhury, Hend of RED presented p~pel'S in the fol l owing 
international Bj~miaar / ::;;YInPoBium : 

a. Peace, Justioe and Ecologically Sustainable Development : 
Viel"s i!:'o~ ERM ].!1 Bangladesh, Paper presented at the 
Fourth Congress en the Fate ar:d Hope of the Ea r th held a t 
Managua I Nicaragua, 5·-9 ,June, 1989, 

b, International Symposium of Food Bat~ed OHT. Presenta t.ion a t 
the Aga Kh.an Un~ver6i·(.)', Karachi, Paki~}tan, 12- 14 November, 
1989 . 

c , Indicatore £.)1' Monitoring PrOgre66 in Child Survival. Pape r 
presented at the SQ·uth f..Si8.n }~Ork6hop on Indicator s f o r 
Human DevelopmE-nT:, Kathruardu, Nepal, 4-6 December, 1989 . 

The following HED s\,aff part,icipated in 13emi nar/Hor KshoPB during 
the year: 

a, Dr, Na2rul I~lam, rledical Offieer CRee-earch), took part in 
the Seminar on 'Nutrition: Situation in BangJ.adeeh' held a t 
"the C!3.nadian Glub, Dhaka on 3 October, 1989. He a160 
participated in the National ~1orkBhop on TBAe: held a t 
NIPSOH, Dhak~. en 22-23 Octol)er, 1.889, 

t . Hr. Fazlul Karim, Research Epidemiologiet, tool;: part i ~ t he 
Divisional Workshop »:1 Campaign for the Protection and 
Promotion of 3re3ztfee':Ung BPoeo"l:'ed by UNICEF and held a t 
Chittagong on 13-19 December, 1939, 
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c. Ms. Nasreen Huq. Sen.l.or Staff Nutritionist. participated in 
a workshop on Nuti'i tional Probleme: of Children in the 
Developing Countriee: held at Tiburon, California on 2-3 
June. 1939. 

d. Mr. Zafar Ahm".d. Research Economist. participated in the (aj 
Seminar en Women's Emp!.()yment: Savinge and Credit Programme, 
organised by SIDA at Dhaka in March. (b) Semina r on Rural 
Employment and Social Welfa r e Activi'(.ies in Bangladesh . 
organieed jointly by ILO and Mini6t,ry of Social Welfare at 
Dhaka in April, and (c) Semina r on Social Science 
Information and Documentation ProcesEi of their Utilisation, 
organised by the Asia Pacific Informationa l Network in 
Social Sciences (APINESS) at Dhaka in October 1989 . 

XVI. EXTERNAL INVOLVEMENT OF RED 

a) A team of liED re6ear"h~rs headed by Ilr . Zafar Ahmad. 
Research Econo;niet accomplished a research consultancy 
contract (Nov . 19tH-April 1939) Hith l'i/s, Aqua Service 
International De Fr.-anc€; on Shrimp Culture Project in 
Bangladesh, fU(loed by Horld Bank. The tea:;} furnished tHO 
repo!.'tB. 

b) Mr. Zafar Ahmad a160 worked as socio-e~onomic consultant in 
November 1989 wi th the project identification mission of 
BRDB' e South-West Rural Development Project, fiPOnSl)red by 
HAD. 

XVI I. RED SEMINAR 

RED o r ganises seminars to facilitate mututal exchange of 
knOHledge and ideac among the researChel'fi. Eleven preBentations 
were made in the RED eeminar by '{ariouB researchers, including 
ttW fo r eign experts during 1989. Detatls are Be fol l ow€: ~ 

1. Seminar on Primary Education in Retrospect! Reali ties and 
ConfitraintE, presented by Chitta Ranjan Das : February . 

2. Seminar on Update on BRAC's ORT programme presented 
Chot.;'ohury, tlizanur Rahman and Jalaluddin Ahmed, 1 June. 

by AHR 

3. Seminar on Planning and Project Appraisal: A Pro j ect on DTrl 
Irriga t i on Scheme of BRAG presented by Shams 11Ust,afa and Sanzidur 
Rahman, July 

4. Seminal' on Popular Education in Nicaragua : 
Functional Eduoation Programme, prefj"~nted by 

Reference in BRAC's 
AHR Chc«dhun', July. 

5. Seminar on A Study of Some Village Health Committees in BRAC's 
eSP/PRe programme by Thad Bost.:, 24 August. 

6. Seminar on Childhood Nutrition of Children 0-71 monthc: in Rural 
Bangladesh, prei:ented by Me. Nasreen HiJ.q. September 



7 . Seminar 
Matlab, 

on NeH' 
present.ed 

StrategieB for Family Planning: 
by Mon±. Nag, 5 October. 

Lessons from 

8. Seminar on The Role of NGOs in Health Development in Bangladesh: 

9. 

A Case Study of BRAC's Manikganj Integrated Development Project 
presented by Fazlul Karim, 15 October . 

Seminar on 
Responses, 
November, 

Social Forestry in Bangladesh 
and Recoromendatio:1t:, presented by 

Context: 
5anzidur 

Problems , 
Rahman, :;: 

10 . Seminar on Update on the Jhitkoa Project ;,1rescnted by Laurine 
Brown and Azmat Ara Ahm-ed, 6 December. 

11. Seminar on Income and Employment Generation: Experienc6s from ;& 

visit to Vietnam presented by ~lG. Salma Sobhan, 11 December. 

RED organised a one i.;eek Horkshop proz;;ramme on Reseal"ell tlethodology, 
23-27 July 1989, for th~ orient-atioll of its junior researche r s . The 
programme included 18 topic;:; ('o · ... el:'in~ different aspects of BRAe 
programmes and research i6£U€S, 

27 



APPENDIX - I 

-----------------------_._-------------- ------ - ---------------- ------ -
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medic i ne 
(Unive r sity of Lo~don ) 

Keppel Street London WCIE 7HT 
Telephone 01-636 8636, Cables Rygower London riCl. Telex 8953474 
------ - -- -- --- ---- --- ------------- - ---- - ---------------- ---------- -- -

Evaluation and Plann ing Centre 
for Health Care 
Heod: Dr, J Pat r ick Vaughan 

April 1988 

Comments on the Research and Evaluation Division of BRAG 

Patrick Vaughan, Professor of health care epidemiology 

1. Introduct ion 

I was very fortunate to have '1ieited BRfl.C, Banglade6h, f rom 22 April 
until 6 May, I was requested to appraise the activities of the 
Research and Evaluation Divie i on (RED) and my programme was ar ranged 
by Dr Mustaque Chowdhury, head of RED , I talked to a number of RED 
and BRAC programme etaff and was able to see at first hand the Child 
Survival Programme (CSP)/Primary Health Care in Rangpur District and 
the Manikganj Integrated Development Project . I ,51160 revieNed a 
considerable number of unpublished evaluat ion paperfi and reports 
produced by RED and a number of research proposals for future work. 

I gained an e xtremely fa\~ou!.·able impression of BRAe and its etaff an6 
it has been a real pleasure to work with RED over theee past two 
weeks, Thlfi 16 a very act i ve and productive Division that hafi 
undertaken 60me ext remely good wor1'~ and produced profe6sional and 
readable repo rtB , paperB and proposals. 

The multidisciplinary team apP!'oach 16 to be adm ired and there is a 
good and pragmatic balance between rapid and in-depth evaluation 
studies and betH'e en qual i tative and quantitative rescarch approaches, 
The team spirit and moral is high . The DiviBion has a broad range of 
projects and is new 'Of such a si ~e that there is a need for more 
s enior level staff to take over Bome 'Of the higher management 
reBPonsibilitiee. that t'lufitaqUe Chowjhury currently doee., particularly 
concerning the direct fil.l:pe!.'vision of prejects. 

2. LiaiBon H..i.th B..RAC. Programme Staff 

Al though RED has been $et - up 3.6 an lr..dependent Dlvhiion that is 
directly re6Poneible to the Executive-Director. there exist.s a very 
good working relationship with the different programmee and their 
eta!f. 1hie arrarlgement hae many advantages fo!.' RED but it may ale~ 
have the disadvantage that full use is not made of the findings of the 
evaluation studies. The large number of e\'aluation reports preduced 
ove r 1987/88 may not have been fully utilised . Since BRAG is now 
taking e:tock of itG preeent position with a viet-l to developing a 
longer term strategic plan, it is important that formal mechanie.ms are 

28 



establifhed that can make 
require more joint seminars 
and RED staff. 

full use of 
and planning 

3 . Research Staff Development 

RED's findings. 
meetings amongst 

This may 
programme 

Since people fikilled in research and evaluation are scarce in all 
countries> but particularly in a country such as Bangladesh, BRAe 
needs to have an active recruitment policy to maintain its multi­
disciplina!'\' team. RED is now at such a stage in its development that 
to cover its health work it neede to promote senior staff in 
epidemiology, demography, statistics, health economics and medical 
anthropology. This is assuming that computer data handling and 
analyeis i6 carried out by another group. Links with overseas 
institutions and a fellowehip programme would encourage the 
recruitment of suitable young Bangladeehi staff. I underetand that 
some initiativee are already underway and I would strongly support 
them. 

4. BUQ y.!rSUfi Non-BRAe Assignooentfl 

I believe that RED has now reached such a high standard in ite work 
that it will soon become mJ.ch more widely known and respected. Ars 
this happens there is bound to be the buildup of requests from other 
agencies for BRAC RED staff to undertake outeide conoultancies and for 
RED itself to carry out research and evah,ation studiee for other 
agencies. Indeed, RED could easily augment ite activities and income 
by accepting such requests. However, a division like RED can only 
achieve fiO much and therefore there i6 d real danger of 
overcommitment, This would be particularly true if RED also wishes to 
involve ite;elf in fieve!'al indepth and long term collaborative research 
studies. I feel that it would be best for BRAC if RED were to 
maintain its present concern mainly with BRAe programmes ~nd to avoid 
being drawn off to work for other agencies. RED muet be one of BRACs 
major a6Bets 86 far as donor agencies are concerned, 

5. PublicatiQuo 

A large number of papers and reports are being produced by RED which 
fall approximately into three groups. Many of them are primarily 
useful to BRAe programme staff and act dB feed back and a stimulus for 
reprogramming, A emalle!' number of papers and reportB contain 
information of more general interest to other health agencies and 
research centres working in Bangladefih and other Asian countries, I 
BUggest that these papers should be well edited and reproduced with an 
appropriate RED cover and circulated by BRAG. This would also bring 
attention to BRAe's research and evalUation strengths. A smaller 
number of paperB are important ecientific contributions and should be 
.published in recognified international journalfi. These 6uggee:tione 
would involve RED in additional worl;, and the services of an editorial 
assistant would greatly help in this process . 

6. Topics for fUrther research in addition to what is currently 
being undertaken: 

6,1 Traditional birth attendants 
doing? Are they practising the 
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6.2 Vi6ual health education materials - how do villager6 inthpre t 
theBe mate ria l e? What meBeagee do they Bee? 

6 .3. Community health workers - what is the demand for their 6er'liCe B? 
Hot, of ten and how well are the~' being ueed? 

6. 4 Village health committees - how are they fo r med? 
membe rs?- Em" Hell are the~r functioning? 

Who are t he 

6. 5 Compar ieon of impact on child eurival in BRAC RDP areee with RCP 
and PHC a reM. 

7. Topics for further intervention studies: 

7 . 1 Acute respi ratory tract infectlonB - a policy and programme f or 
i ncluBion into· CSP/PHC. 

7.2 Roles of midtolivee: at un i on level in impl'oving oester le care and 
supporting trained TBAs in order to reduce maternal morb i di t y and 
mortality. 
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