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Introduction: 

Hith the /?,v€r ~xpanding activities of BRAC, its independent l).nit the 

Reeearch and Evaluation ( RED) is becoming increaeingly brisk in each 

many planned studies of the previous 

stud ies some of which are ongoing. 

The studies unde rtaken by RED are eE cent ially development 

r e search directed --_ .. . ---- . _...- . towards the development. ~lann1ng , implecentation . . . 

and evaluation of BRAC programmes . Up to the end of 1988, RED has 

produced more than research reports , 'C'IO", r. -.... ,. ... 
"i~ "". 11 ~,:' which have received 

wide circulation. 

Type .of Research Activities: 

RED's multidisciplinary re8earche~ ~re in conformi~y with BRAe's 

lmultifaceted interventions. 

JclasBified under five broad 

B.ED I" f:.~ 

a) Baseline or bench mark surveys 

b) Monitoring studies 

c) Diagnostic studies 

d) Impact evaluation studies ana 

e) Policy oriented studies. 

;taff: 

activi~ie6 can be 

In RED there are fourteen personne ls responsib l e for researcn. 

~mong these cere researchers: two are PhDs and fo ur hold master's 

egree .from abroad. The total strengtt of RED is more than 80 with 55 

r1 the fiel ·d., 

ew Recruitment, Promotion and Transfer: 

In order to meet the growing need of increased activities, four 

taff members joined to strengthen RED during 1888. Tbey ~ re: 

i) Nasreen Huq, nutritionist wl- h an MS from the University OI 
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;alifornia at Berheley, liSA; 

ii) N.C. Mal lick , 6tati6tican ~ith an MS fro m C~rleton 

Jn i 'Ierst ty in Canada; 

iii) AKM Atiqur Rahrl'lan, economist with a master ' s degree from the 

Jn ivereity of Dhaka. and 

1'1 ) Sanzidu r Rahman, agricultural economist. with a bache lor's 

:iegree from the Bangladesh Agricultural Unive rsity . 

Three . - ~ 5 ,~ aI .:. members were pr omoted, they are , i ) AMR Chowdhury 

(Programme Head, Research and Evaluation Di '/ision ) , Hunir Ahmed (Staff 

Economist ) and CR Da6 ( Staff Sociologist) . 

,Jalal Ahmed, a Reeearch Demographer W.li6 transferred to the Child 

Sur'li'ral Programme (CSP) a6 Regional Manager. Dr . Shafiqul Islam, a 

Reeearch Economist, waf; trane;fe rred to the Rural Development Programme 

(RDP) ae: Manager, Monitoring Ce ll. lie Zarina Katir , Staff Economist, 

was t raneferred to t he RDP as Pr·:';gramme Organi zer. 

Staff Development : 

As per needs to carry out potential researches, RED equips i t s 

staff through higher train i ng at home and abroad . The follOwing gives 

a brief of staff development activiti€'~ of RED in 1988. 

a) Mr . ,Jalal Ahmed, Reeearch Demographer , returned to BRAC 

after completing HSc in Comm1.!nlty Health ln De'ieloping Countries at 

the London School of Hygiene and Tr opical Medicine, England . 

b) Mr. Shams tluetafa. Senior Staff Economi~t. returned to BRAC 

after corr,pleting MSc in De ve lopme.nt Studies at the Uni'le rsity of Bath, 

Eng land. 

c) Dr. Nazrul Islam, Medical Officer (ReGea!·ch). attended the 

Second Asian Couree in Tropical Epidemiology at Mahidcl University. 

Thailand. 
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d) Mr, Fazlul Karim. a Senior PrograrrurJ e Organise r, went to the 

Na·,herlands to ,'ead for Haeter's in Public Health Cit the Royal 

Tropical I ns titute, Amste~daro. 

e ) Ml:.'. Sadequr Rahm an Choudhury, a 3-:aff Statistician, went to 

England to read for NaEr:~e!.~ r s in Demography at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science , 

Acclamation of RED's Activities: 

RED' 6 activitiee particularly in the field of health, have been 

highly acclaimed by both local arod foreign evaluators, The l ocal 

office of the Ford Foundation in their memo randum on "Community Health 

Network in Bangladesh" was profueed in praiBing RED's contribution in 

heal th evaluat ion . "RED is arguably the best health programme 

e'/aluation unit. in the country " . reads the meroo!."anc.'.J.rn , Professor 

Patr ick V,sughan of the LO:ldon School of Hygiene and Trop ical Med icine 

reviewed the act-i'; ities o f RED in May 1938 and highly praised the 

activities and contribution o f RED 

In recognition (If hiE! contribution to health evaluation & 

research, =-=n'/3 :1.ead Dr, AMR Chowdhury has recently been honoured by 

the Evaluaticn & Planning Cer.tre of London School of Hygiene and 

Tropica l Medicine by [f,aking him :l te Overseas Associate . Dr , Chowdhury 

waB also made an Ho!'!o .re:ry Memoer cf Centre Oncologique et Bio logique 

de Recherche Appliquee (Oncological and Biological Centre for Applied 

Research), St. Etienne , France. 

Resear ch Methods: 

In doing research studies RED aCDPte :ifferent types of 

methodolosiefi. For example. the po_siti',e deviance meth0d:0lo.gy 

developed at the Tufte Unive r sity, USA, ••. 6 used to test different 

behav i oural message€; fo!' CSP . 'Indepth' ~ nd 'Focus ~roup _Di6c~s£ion ' 
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methodo l ogies w"re used to study the pe[ceptions of the people about 

different disB :.ses and study attit'laes towa rds different 

interventions . Regular s urveillance (weekly or fortnightly) wac used .. -
to monitor disease, treaT..ment and dietary patterns, household income . 

employment, wages and ma r ket prices. Reg istrat i on of vital events 

(birth. death & migration) w?s also an important activi t y o f RED t o 

monitor changes in th:!.s brea . Asse.esmen:. of di f ferent components of 

different programmes wa s also undertaken through short '1}:I?.!ts. ~p~~ 

observation and dis cussions . Experimental des igns were used to 

measu r e the impact o f BRAe' s eredi t programme on i ncome, em~!9yment. --
aeset possessions, etc. 

*" Reports Published/ Prepared During 1988 

1. Study on im~unization coverage in selected unions . 

2. A manual on causes of death reporting by lay interviewers 

( revised ) . 

3 . TBAs in -:::'angladef.ih - A revie ': of their t r aining programmes 

with reference to BRAe 

4. The gr":m· .. L ~l1onitoring c omponent under BRAe's Child Survival 

Programlne : an early aeeeesment. 

5. Perception about night b l indnef.f. in rural Bangladesh . 

6. The Vitamin A Cape:::.l..:'! tl1str:ibu.tioTl programme : a coverage 

survey in six a r eas. 

7. The 1987 f lood in Banglade sh : an estimate of damages i n 12 

'/illages. 

8 . Pe r ception o f immunizable di:3~afieB .:-.. nd vacc i nation in rural 

Bangladesh. 

9. Profile o f voluntee~s se lected f or EPI in 11 Upaz ilas . 

*' These report!;) are available from BR ".C 
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J. A summary report. of the Jhitka Pro ject. on . P06i tive 

Deviance - , 

i. Heal t h r~f,.;earch capac i tief": i n Bangladesh : some observat i ons . 

2. Poeters 'to c () mmi..1.nicate deve lopmen~ ~l'l e Bs age z: hco'i .10 

villagers comprehand? 

3. I mmunizing Bengl-3.det-:;;l' s children: c(:verage i n t h ree areae 

assis t ed by BRAG. 

4, The d. iet o f chi l d r en !.l.nder 5 yea r s of age ( data analysis 

complet.ed ) 

5. Using the etandar d 30- clus t er immun izBtion surveys to 

monitor coverage of vitamin A c apsule distribution . 

16. Peasant perception towa r d fj ch i ld marriag e , do wry a nd divorce . 

BRAG ' e nutrition educat ':"on in~~r · ... ention, mel3l3 age development 17 . 

·t hroug h beha'/ i our al t r ail . 

18. Pre-primar y s t udents in fo r mal £ochool: an early <9.seeesment of 

the ir attendance . 

19. A !Study OJ. th ... ; g-:)vernment hea:'r:.h & family pl~;m ing service 

de livery F.;Y6 t e m i n 1i;1 up a zi la i n no r thern Bangladesh (draft ) . 

20 , Prima r y educe.tien i n Bang l adesh i n re t r o spec t : A re 'l i eH of 

the i r potent i al and conetra inte (revie:;o1 paper ) . 

21, Economic e rrlPowerment of the rural POO;:': chang ".: in househo l d 

i ncome, e mployment a~J l'efJOUrC€e . 

22. Economics a nd sociology o f l oan rep8ynent i n an expanding 

r ural developmen t prograinme . 

23 , Self emploYllent promotio n: BRAG app.!'o!tcheF..;, technologies and 

an outlook to f utu r e. 

24 . Impac t o f credit f or the rU l~al peor: ":.he case o f Bangladesh 

Rural Ar}t.,rancement Commit t ee. 
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25 . Economic upliftment of poor Women: a strat egy of NGOs 

collaboration with the governmen~. 

26. Sectoral programme of BRAC: princ iple and oP'Cr9.t i on . 

27. Changing Bangladesh village womer.: four case s tudies. 

28. An evaluation of BRAe's t r aining programme of tradit i onal 

birth att endante ( TBA ) . 

29. Credit f or vulner9.o1e g!"oup de';elopmer:t programme: A manual, 

30. Institution building fol..~ the peor : a review of the Landle6s 

Secretariate in 5ulla . 

31. Socia-economic basel i ne survey of the shrimp culture project (a 

contract job from a French firms ?~i th World Bank assistance). 

Academic Repor ts Submitted: 

1. "Evaluation of rur~l develcprr.ent programmes: Bome pol itical, 

conceptual and r.'lethodclogical aspeote of NGOe inter·'ention in 

r ural Bangladesh" . MSc disBert.ation submitted by Shams Mustafa 

to the University cf Bath. 

2. " A corrjpa!. ·'),t~'Je stud}~ of rice and gur - based ORS in r ural 

Bangladesh" MSc dic3ertation eubmitted by .J81o.l P.hmed to the 

University of London . 

On-going Research: 

1. Continuous etudy .... f t.te morbidity pa t.'tef:lS in 10 villages . . 

2 . Demog raphic and socia-economic c~aracteristic8 of the population 

in three un i ons of Manikganj - baseline 8ssesement. 

3. Immunization CO'lerage. :;>revalence of night blindness and vitamin 

A capsule dist.ributicn in Manikganj - baseline assessment {data 

analys is completed), 

4. Demogr aphic and e:ocio- economic cha l'!cteristicB o f the population 

in three unions i n ,Joypurhat - baeeline assessment, 
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5 . Immunization coverage, prevalence o f n ight bl indness and VAC 

dist.ribution i n Joypurhat - bae·eline af.:sessment (data analy s i s 

completed) . 

6. Diarrhoeal d i seases and other health practicee in three uniOlle in 

Nanikganj di st rict . 

7 . Diarrhoeal dit::eaz€:s and other health practicefl in three unions in 

Joypurhat dir,; trict . 

8 . Regist ration of v ital event :3 (birth, death ant.!. migr.:i.tion) in six 

unions . 

9 . Comparati ve community study on the accept~nce and safety o f r ice 

~nd gur - based ORS. 

10 . Periodic s i x monthly J3llrvey on immunization coverage in six unions . 

11 . Period i c s ix mont hl y eurve~ on -{AC distributions in e;i x unions. 

12 . Impact o f ORT on m~rt.;'I.lity - analysis o f data from the second 

phase of the ORT ~rc ject. 

13 . Immtmization 80verage eurveye in BRAC and ot.he r ai'eas . 

14 . VAC distr 3.bution eurveY6 in P9:AC and othe r areas . 

15. Effect of multiple teaching o f CRT . 

16 . Cro82- ~e~~~.( n~ ! sur~ey o f the 'positive devi ance " pro ject. 

17 . Anthropometric measurer.; a nd d ietary pattern o f adolescents in 

r ural Bang ladesh . 

is . Message de'Ie. 2. QPme::. t o r:. ~; uppl em'3ntary f eed ing (12 to 24 rflonths 

babies ) . 

19 . The 1933 flood and people " e: eurvival: ::;e'l€n c aE.~e studies. (fi r st 

draft prepa red ), 

20 . Effec T...6 of ... he 1988 f lood . A rn ic ro- ~e ve l studY to assess the 

effects of :flood on r u ral poor -·s economic condition . 

21. Norbidity and mortality patterns of under rive c hildren in rural 

B~ngladeeh. 
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22. Econom ic aspect of rearing high yield variety poultry: A case 

study . 

23. Evaluation of t!le tra i ning prcgramme of :a!n .:.ly l-lelfare as eistants 

(FriAs) of the gov-ernmen"t.. 

24 . Transformation of informal market for rural finance : indebted 

households revisited. 

25. Sube is~ence level dc';elopment. t!"~,p :"n an e mpowerment etrategy. 

26 . ProfitabilitYJ capiT.31 & labour productlvity of small scale 

enterpr ises . 

27. Micro enterpr ose deve l opment and promotion: BRAe strategy of 

employment generation . 

29 . A look en the unequal credit mobility wi thin BRAe organised 

landles:;:. groups. 

30 . A e:tudy on the t:..tberculoe.:iFl programme in Manikganj project. 

Pr oposed Studies: 

1 . Home gardening of vitamin A rich food t\ and the effect on the 

heal~!'l ~~ ::'i.ut;r: tional statue o f children. 

2. Percep'tion s'tudie..;. of tradi t lonal birth attendence and education. 

3 . Quick mc.nitoring of C5F and RDP uf:.ing focue gro~p die,cusf:. i ons J 

spot visits , and ca£e co~trol stuctiee . 

4. Social categories ~nd health practicee: An anal!tsie of 

interlinkages and reciprocity . 

5 . P.nalys iB of groHth monitoring L f o rmation ae collected by BRAe' s 

Child Sur'lival Progre.mme. 

6. Heal th conecioufmeefj: an evaluation of BRAe' f: primary health 

care programme . 

7 . I:npactof BRAC~E PRe program!tJ~ at :lanikganj on infant mortality. 

8. Action researoh on reducing m&terrlal mo rbidity and mortall t y . 
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9. Follow up of the nutritional status of the children of the Betila 

Nutrition Centre i n Manikganj. 

10, Nutritional status o f children in the Vu lnerable Group Developrne.nt 

Programme. 

11. lropac1:. of eredi t on the nU1;.ri tional statue· of 'the ch ildren of BRAC 

organised land.lees group !IlemOel'f; . 

Conference / Seminar Fresem:.atic.n : 

1. "The BRAG ORT programme in B"ngladezh: description, evaluation 

methods and some reoulte". Paper prefCent" d by Dr . AMR Chowdhury 

at the firs t meeting of the Community Epidelniology/Health 

Management Netwod: , Khon Keen, Thai land. February . 1988. 

2. "Role o f tiGOs in interne.tional health " . Paper pre£:ented by Mr . 

F. H. Abed at t he Third Ta~: erni .3ym?oe.ium on Internationa l Health, 

To}tyo , .Japan, July. 1988. 

3, "Fo lk terminology f or diarrhoea in rura l Bangladesh", Paper 

presente d by Z. N. Kab il' at the Applied Diarrhoeal Disease 

Re6ear,~h wo? rke.hop 'On In'.;at3ive J iarrhoea , BanE. .01\, Thail and, 

December, 1988. 

4 . "Towards Univerf3al Child Immunization: The contribut ion at BRAe 

in Bangladesh " . Paper presente d b:,.- Mr. F . H. Abed at the 

regional wO~'kBhop on meD:taniems for c o llaboration bet~een 

Governments and NGOs in he:3.~th , ~i'toh '3~ecial reference to 

Uni'/ersal Child Immunioe.tion, M3le, The Maldives, Decembe r , 1988. 

5. "Empowerment through hea l th education' The primar y health care 

approach of an NGO in Bangladesh " . Eackground paper presented by 

Dr. Ai1R Chowdhury at t.he workshop "A3m'l At-a Ten Years After : 

PHC 'e Paet. Present & 8'ul;.ure " , Amster dam, The Nathe rlande , 

December, 1988. 
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I 6 . ··ORT: Popularising a homemade method··. Paper presented by Dr. 

AMR Chowdhury at the f irst seminar of the Indonesian Epidemiology 

Network , Jakarta, November, 1988. 

7. ··R h ' " -''1'' t ·1'- .. eac .J ...... g '~:(' .. message 0 ml. ..a.lons . Paper preeented by Dr. AHR 

Chowdhury at the Third Internat ional Conference on Oral 

Rehydration Thera py ( ICORT III ), Washington D.C., Decembe r , 1988. 

8. "BRAG appro ac.hes to local ec onomic dev~lopment " J discuss ion by 

Mr. Zafar Ahmed at the International Commonwealth Conference on 

Local Economic De velopme nt, Goa, India Sept . · 1988 . 

9. "The Non-formal primary t:ducati on programme of BRAe". 

Presentation by Dr. AMR Chowdhury at the Department of 

International Health at the Harvard School of Public Health. 

Boston, USA, December , 1988 . 

10 . "Rural development needs in Bangladesh" . Seminar by Dr. P.rtR 

Chowdhury at the Faculty of Educ ati<:m, Queen ' s Universi ty 

Kingston, Canada, Decemoer , 1983. 

11. Role of NG "'s in development. Paper preeented by Dr. S. Ahmed at 

the annual seminar o f the Si·1iSB Development Cooperation , Berne . 

Switz,, " i oU'\' Sept ember, 1988. 

Journal Publication: 

1. Mothers learn to~ to eave t he l ive s o~ c hildren . World Health 

Forum. Vo l. 9, 19 ·'3 8. 

2. Uee and safety .of heme made oral rehydration Eo{)lutions : an 

epidemiological evaluation frcm Bangl ""ldeeh. International 

,journal o f Epidemiolegy. Vo l. 17, 19 H3. 

3. Teaching ORT t o wornen ~ indiv!..duallY (:. in groupe'? Journal of 

Tropical Medicine and Hygiene . Vo l. ] 1, 1988. 

4. Problems o f d iarrhoea l d iseaee in dev ~loping countries . 

"Bangladesh Jou rnal c f Child Helat h. Vo l . 11, 1987 " . 
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5 . Or al rehydration therapy f or diarrhoea . Bang l 3jesh Journal of 

Child Heal L . Vol. 11, 198 7. 

6 . The 1987 flood in Baaglaa-esh: an estimate of damage s in twe lve 

villages. D13aeter6, Vol . 12, 19&8. 

Artic l e s Accepted f or Publ i cation: 

1 . Night blindness and ite. preve~lti(,n ir. rlOcal Bangladesh . \; o rld 

Health Forum . 

2 . Diarrhoea perception and the Ufie o f hor.:emade OBS . Jou r nal of 

Di ar!.'hoeal ViBeaee Reeearch. 

Co llaborative Re s e a r ch , 

The Re~earch and E'lalu~t ion Division oI BRAC and the Royal 

Tr opical Instit'.l t e (BT L). AmBterc.-3.ID, have agreed t.o jointly undert ake 

a study on the "effec"t of hOl'ne gardening on '':,he v i tamin A status of 

ch ild r en " . The field work f ~r this study will start f r on: Oc t obe r , 

1989 . 

RKi) is co2..L:l:);')~.: ... ting with the office of Popu l t. "ion Research at 

the Pr incet.on Univerei t.y 1:1 the s;:.udy "~-lomen' '1 health and nut r it i on: 

does gender i nequality playa role"? 

Semi nar Or gani zed 

1. "Approach ... o d,:::veloPT.erii:' ~ $t.rc<t.~gy for eradicating hunger and mass 

pC'lert:; " by Dr . A. Neaz 0: the Dep-3.rt~':'::!lt of Economics, 

Uni 'le r s i t.y of Brussels, Be 19 ium. 

2 . "Health and ttl€: eccial power of women ,. by Dr . C. P. MacCormack of 

the Londr.m School of Hyg ien~ and Tr op: ~al Nedicine, England . 
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