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Introduction

In order to explore the world newspapers have always seemed to maintain their roles by
providing important and resourceful information about the world. It has never failed to play an
important role in our everyday lives. Even our everyday lives have become much easier as we can
get to know about the recent events in the world just by reading some pages. As human beings we

are always curious to know what is happening around us as well as around the world.

Newspapers are meeting the demands of our curiosity. Newspaper is a kind of media that
helps people to stay updated every day. Media is an element of globalization. Arjun Appadurai, a
contemporary social-cultural anthropologist recognized as a major theorist in globalization studies
describes this as mediaescapes. According to him, “mediaescapes refer both to the distribution of
the electronic capabilities to produce and disseminate information (newspaper, magazine,
television stations, film-production studios) which are now available to a growing number of
private and public interests throughout the world and to the images of the world created by this
media” (35). Therefore, we can say that we are seeing the world through media. We can travel to
places through the media without travelling physically. For instance, through the help of media the
whole world was witness to the most controversial election that took place in 2017 in the United
States of America. We were physically not present there, but our minds were present. In fact, we
were mentally participating in that election. We could even feel the vibe of that election by sitting

in our homes. All this happened with the help of media.

Newspapers are one of the good sources to get all kinds of information such as politics,
sports, business, news of entertainment, national and international news as well. Along with these
we also get much knowledge related to health, art, science, technology, academia, food and

lifestyle. The foremost purpose of a newspaper is to let the readers be informed about what is
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happening around the world. Newspapers also contains different advertisements as they have to
keep up with the evolving world. In addition, advertisements are also the main source of the

outcome for the newspaper.

Before television or internet based media, newspaper was the only source for people to get
news of what was happening around the world. The world seems like a small place as we all can
get news about different incidents or events into pages without doing any hard work. In addition,
newspaper has separate pages according to different subjects. For instance, National page,
Business page, Sports page, International page, Editorial page, Entertainment page. It also contains
columns of matrimonial, vacancies, wanted and missing notifications as well. Reader can choose

easily what section or column they want to read first.

In our country we have many Bangla and English newspapers. Although the priority of
Bangla newspapers are more than the English newspaper, because our first language is Bangla and
majority of our people do not know English very well. However, gradually the importance of
English is getting attention day by day. Therefore, the significance of English newspaper is also
rising. On that note, I got the opportunity to do my internship in an English newspaper as part of

my undergraduate studies.

Journalism is a profession related to media, and the person who gathers information, writes
and delivers the news to the public is known as a journalist. A job of a journalist is not an easy job.
A journalist’s duty is to serve the truth and non-biased news to the public. Journalists can be
general reporters or specialist reporters. Reporting, interviewing, collecting information for news
stories, editing news and analyzing facts are different parts of journalism. To become a journalist,

one has to be dedicated and passionate because this job takes a lot of effort and energy. On the
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other hand, it is an exciting profession. A journalist gets to cover news stories and gets the exposure

to learn new things every single day. Therefore, he or she never gets bored.
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Brief History of Daily Sun

Logo of Daily Sun

Daily Sun was founded in 2010 by The East-West Media Group. It is one of the daily
English-language newspapers in Bangladesh. The East-West Media group Limited is the largest
leading media house of Bangladesh. The enterprise owns two Bengali language dailies such as
Bangladesh Protidin and Kaler Kontho, an English language daily which is Daily Sun, one of the
most popular bi-lingual online portal Banglanews24.com and a radio channel Radio Capital fm.

East-West Media Group is a part of Bashundhara Group.

Daily Sun consists of twenty-eight pages including four pages on business, and eight pages
on sports called “Winner”. The newspaper has various sections such as Front Page, Back Page,
Metropolis, Sun Extra, Editorial, Asia, World, Culturetainment and Post-logue. Daily Sun is
circulated daily. Approximately it has thirty-four thousand readers in Dhaka city. Groove, Hood
and Morning Tea are the paper’s weekly supplements that come out on Monday, Thursday and
Friday respectively. The readership of this newspaper is mainly for the people who know English.

It has celebrated its 7 years on October 24" 2017.

The eminent historian, British Commonwealth scholar and a senior faculty of Dhaka

University Professor Syed Anwar Hussain was made the first editor of the Daily Sun. Later, the
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freedom fighter Amir Hossain became the editor of Daily Sun. However, after the sudden death of
Amir Hossain Md. Shiabur Rahman was the acting editor. Currently, the editor of Daily Sun is
Enamul Hoque Chowdhury, and Md.Shiabur Rahman has become the executive editor. The
authorities of the newspaper are bias free and try to keep themselves honest and rational. The

working environment is very good, and the employees are very friendly and helpful to each other.

The office is located at plot no: 371/A, block: D, Basundhara R/A, Baridhara, Dhaka- 1229.

The print version of Daily Sun is also available in online- http://www.daily-sun.com/

Therefore, people can also read Daily Sun in online anytime and anywhere. Along with it there is
also ePaper of Daily Sun. This is also accessible online. The ePaper can give the feel pf reading an
actual newspaper virtually. Unlike the online newspaper, one can turn over the pages by clicking

next to go to the next page, and back to go to the previous page.

The number of employees in Daily Sun is around eighty. These people work in different

sections. For instance;

* Culturetainment- two people

* Sports- five people

* Reporting- sixteen people

 Front and back page editing- five people
* Metropolis- three people

* Districts- two people

» Marketing- thirteen people

* Online version- eight people


http://www.daily-sun.com/
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* Business- ten people

Photos- three people
* Magazine- seven people

* Circulation- two people

There are also sub-editors, who edit all the write-ups of these people, and make sure that

no vague news story has been published.
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Diversity of my writing

Due to the internship at Daily Sun I was able to demonstrate some of my capabilities which
I thought never existed in my internship assignment. I was able to apply most of what I learnt from
the media courses in my writing. For instance, I have taken Eng 404 Editing, Eng 404 Copywritng,
and Eng 440, English for the Print Media, Eng 465 Translation studies and Eng 333 Globalization
and the Media. And feature stories, event reviews, personal essays and there are some topics [
covered in the Eng 440: English for print media course. There are some assignments I had to
submit during my internship. Apart from these during my internship I also learnt recipe writing

and how to write scribbles.

Feature

Feature stories are a popular content of print, electronic and online media content.
According to my Eng 440 English for the Print Media course packet, feature stories are human-
interest articles that focus on particular people, places and events. Feature stories and these are,
journalistic, researched, descriptive, reflective and through writing about original ideas. In
addition, feature stories cover topics in depth, going further than mere hard news coverage by
amplifying and explaining the most interesting, elements of situations or occurrences.
While writing a feature I always tried to obey all the rules so that my features came out good.
Moreover, every time I wrote a feature there were certain rules I tried to follow. According to
Eng440 English for the Print Media course packet the feature writers need to remember three thing

and these are-

The writer’s opinions and attitudes are not important to the story.

The writer keeps herself or himself out of the story.
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Writing in the third person helps maintain the necessary distance.

The following are the different kinds of feature:

1.

Human interest- These are the best known feature stories. Human interest stories discuss
issues through the experiences of another. Example- sexual harassment of women in the

work place.

Profiles — This is a common type of feature. This type of feature presents an individual’s
character and lifestyle. These features are mostly about celebrities or famous people.

Example- the profile of Hillary Clinton.

How-To- These features give information on how to do something. The writers learn about
the topic through education, experience, research or interviews with experts. A feature can

be written about how to cope with the cultural shock.

Historical features- these features celebrate important dates in history or turning points in
our social, political and cultural development. They offer a useful juxtaposition of then and
now. Historical features take the reader back to revisit an event and issues surrounding it.

Example- a feature on 21% February.

Seasonal themes- These features are stories about holidays and the change of the seasons.
They cover life milestones, social, political and cultural cycles and business cycles as well.

Example- a feature on summer in Maldives.

Behind the scenes- These features offer the inside views of unusual occupations, issues,

and events. Readers like feeling privy to unusual details and well kept secrets about
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procedures or activities they might not ordinarily be exposed to or allowed to participate
in. Example- a feature giving inside information about how a magician performs his/her

tricks in front of the audience.

7. Product Feature- A product feature is a slice of business functionality that has a
corresponding benefit or set of benefits for that products end user. In a product feature
prices of similar products are also compared. For example: face washes by Body Shop and

Dove.

During my internship I wrote few features and most of them are about social issues and
some possible solutions. Some of them have been published during my internship period and others
are getting published after the completion of my internship. The published feature tittles are,
coping with the Cultural Shock, Technology Taking a Heavy Toll, Don’t Let Bitterness Spoil Your
Conjugal Life, Dazzling Makeup Ideas to Enhance Beauty, Essentials that Every Woman Needs
to Keep in Her Bag, I also wrote a combined event review with my colleague, titled, DITF: A
Haven for The Shopaholics. In addition, I wrote two recipes as well. I always tried to keep in mind
the above three rules while writing features, I used to write features from a third person perspective.
I do knew the word limitation that a feature could have on paper and that a writer has to be careful
about the word limit. According to my magazine supervisor Mr. Morshedul Alam Mohabat a
magazine feature is usually between 500-5000 words. In “morning tea” the word limit for feature

was 700-900 words. Generally, I used to write about 800 words.



Afroz 16

Here are some features written by me,
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Personal Essay

Writing personal essays always gives me pleasure. Unlike feature writing personal essay
do not require any research rather they focus on own experiences, thoughts and discoveries. I can
write according to my personal choice. As I learned the techniques of wring a personal essay in
Eng 440; English For the Print Media course, I did not face much difficulty while writing personal
essay. I learnt in the course that personal essay topics can be about my memory, belief, desire,
complaint, apprehension or hunch captured by the writer. It is about the writer’s discovery about
him/herself. According to freelance journalist Mridu Khullar, “Personal essays happen by
accident, when in the process of setting out to find stories, we end up finding ourselves. Every
frustration, adulation, inclination, anguish or misery then becomes fodder for the personal
essayist’s pen” (58). I also learned that through a personal essay the writers build a relationship
with their audience through words. The focus should be on the story, not the words which means
the essay to be written in a way that helps the reader to connect with the writer. A writer needs to

write a personal essay in such a way that the audiences can visualize the writers experience.

At the age of 15, I developed a feeling that was society not accepting me the way [ am. As
I became older the people of my surroundings became critical. Most of the people started body
shaming me of being fat. This feeling let me down in different ways. There were times when I had
a chance to prove myself to others, but due to lack of confidence I lot most of the chances. I started
getting depressed, and most of the time started fearing people and their judgmental attitudes.
However, with time I also learned how to tackle situations on my own and how to prevent people
from talking negatively about my body. In my personal essays, I tried to explain most of my

feelings and some possible solutions through which one can learn to protect oneself from criticism.
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Here are the personal essays written by me,
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Recipe Writing

Cooking has always been my passion and it makes me happy. The joy I get when people
compliment my dishes to be finger linking is beyond explanation. During my internship I got the
opportunity to write a recipe which helped me to identify a side of me I never thought existed. I
got to realize that cooking is far easier than writing a recipe. I received positive comments and this

is helping me to think forwardly regarding my cooking abilities.
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Here are the two recipes that I have written,
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Scribbles

This is a different kind of writing. Unlike feature writing and personal essay, this contains
more amusing and light hearted content. These kind of writings are basically related with humor.
Humor is an integral part of our everyday interactions. One can express something or a certain
subject in a humorous way. Even if the subject is a serious one, the subtle use of humor can both
ease tension and provide a respite from difficult moments. During my internship, I had an
opportunity to write something about the most popular and exciting term in our society these
days which is “memes”. In my writing I tried to talk about the invention of meme, and how it

became popular amongst people.
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Following is my write up about memes,
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Event Review

During my internship period, I was assigned to write an event review about Dhaka International
Trade Fair (DITF). It was a team effort. It was written by me and my colleague. It was obviously
new for me as I have always visited the trade fair as a customer but this time the experience was
new to me. We had to do a lot of talking with the customers, as well as the sellers. The most
exciting part was interviewing foreign sellers who came to Bangladesh to show what they are good
at. In Bangladesh the demand of ‘Kashmiri shawl’ is high and we were able to interview one of
the sellers and we got to know about their profit and other business strategies prior to this, in
Eng440: English for Print Media, I was able to learn the pointers about how to write an event
review. Therefore, I did not forget what factors a reporter should keep in mind while writing a

review. According to the English 440 course packet:

Start thinking on making your report happen as soon as the event in surely happening.

e Take pictures of all the main parts of the day for example if a band is playing, get some

good closeups. Get the speaker, get MC, get the crowd.

e Get reaction quotes from people in the crowd during and after the event and the best way

to transfer impact is to get it directly from people who felt the impact personally.

e Before and after the event, talk to the people responsible for planning and speaking at the
event. They have valuable things to contribute since they see things from the different angle

than the crowd.
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e Make notes of pertinent starts such as the number of people attending, the location, the

time, the theme, as well as anything else that stands out or makes the event distinct.

e Get close up pictures of the crowd or people you take quotes from.

e Include the important stats and sprinkle the page liberally with pictures of the event.

Include 2-4 of the best quotes. If possible include the pictures of the person who said it.

All the rules mentioned above undoubtedly helped me to write a review with another intern,

Tasmima Sabatina. It was titled, “DITF: A Haven for Shopaholics.”
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Following is my write up on an event review,
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Editing

During my internship the editing assignments were a challenge for me. I speculated while
editing that this is not something you can write or correct on your own rather you have to get the
overall meaning of what the reporter wanted to explain in his writing. While editing I had to
check grammatical errors, errors in sentence structure, punctuation and attribution. I had to write
proper and attractive headlines for the news stories while editing so that the readers find interest
in the news story. I had to cross check the information. For example, I edited a feature for an art
exhibition titled, “Aquatic 3 Underway at AFD”. It was a two-week group painting exhibition
titled, ‘joloj 3’ by different artists. The paintings of the artists are influenced by the struggle of
life, agony of human beings, love of nature, very traditional feelings of Bengali people, internal
and external feelings of human beings and surroundings, flora and fauna and urban life. After
getting all the information on the internet, I crosschecked with the reporter to make sure that the
information was correct. Some of the times I also crosschecked information received from
reporters with my supervisor. Moreover, while editing I had to keep in mind that the tone of the
reports and features should be conversational so that the readers feel like the writer is talking to

them.

While editing I also came to learn the difference between a hard news story headline and
a feature headline. News headlines should be more informative and feature headlines need to be
a little bit mysterious, colorful and dramatic. Here is an example of hard news headline,
“Inspiring Stories: from Students to Entrepreneurs”- This headline gives us information. On the
other hand, a feature story headline can be, “Should Anyone Bother about Inferiority Complex?”’
Therefore, we can see that feature headlines contain mystery and are a bit dramatic. There is a

sense of mystery because it asks a rhetorical question and also dramatic as the readers have to
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read to find out. If one should be bothered about an insecurity complex.

While editing headlines, writers should remember the following rules,

*  Writers should read and understand the story before writing the headline.

» Writers should write a rough headline, experimenting with word combinations that will form
one or more lines of the headline.

»  Writers should choose specific and precise words.

» He/she should make each word count.

» He/she should use action verbs and some creativity.

» He/she should stuck over if he/she were stuck. (Smith and O’Connell 139).
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Here is an article that I edited,
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Personal Account

I have always been very conscious regarding my internship getting an internship at a
particular office has become hard for most students. I also doubted myself and my capability but
things were under control when I as an intern got the chance to explore a totally different side of
myself. Luckily, as a student of ENH (English and Humanities) of BRAC University, I got the
opportunity to do an internship to complete my undergraduate program. In addition to that, an
internship is basically an academic requirement, which is required for completing the
undergraduate studies. It also gives students the opportunity to have an experience of career-related
work. Its aim is to prepare the student for future challenge. I selected Daily Sun, one of the rising

English newspapers in Bangladesh to do my intern.

I worked as an intern at Daily Sun from September 5" till December 5%, 2017. I was
nervous the minute before my interview. If I say [ wasn’t scared, that would be a lie. I was scared
and for a while it felt like my throat was coming out of my mouth while talking. However, I have
done many presentations but I always knew my faculties will always help me learn new things
and overcome my fear and mistakes. As the interview was very different from presenting in
classrooms in front of my classmates, I therefore, became nervous and started blabbering which is
quite unlike me. My superior was humble enough to give me a short break, and he also offered a
cup of tea. Soon after that, | became more relaxed and was able to answer most of his questions

correctly. Later I got to know that I was selected and can start my internship.

Although at the beginning I was selected to work for the web section, soon after I was
transferred to a different section which is the magazine. In the magazine section there were about
9 members along with the magazine coordinator. I was assigned to be under the supervision of the

magazine coordinator. The magazine coordinator bit seemed nice at first but as time went by he
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started giving me a hard time. However, later I realized that as he wanted me to understand the
basic environment of most offices, so that in the future it helps me to cope easily in different
environments. He helped me learn that an office is always a complicated place with people and
their different opinions. It is not always easy to give someone’s 100% , but still one must try and
there is the possibility that you might not get lucky enough to get good colleagues but In lieu of

complaining about it, one can start adjusting even the person one does not like.

During my 12 week of internship, I had mixed experiences and the first thing that I learned
is, life is not a bed of roses, there are thorns too. It come with a lot of struggle and breakdown.
There were doubts I had regarding my writing ability. The first problem that I encountered was
that there are certain differences between writing an academic paper and a write up for a
newspaper. During the first two weeks I faced a lot of problems regarding my skills. But shortly
after that I got to know that I was improving. On my second day my supervisor asked me to write
something based on cultural shock, and I gathered information from the foreign fellow mates of

BRAC University. I appreciated their help.

The magazine section is based on fashion, style, culture, entertainment, knowledge and
current affairs, and all they asked for was a good topic and a standard write up. It also has three
weekly supplements- Groove, the hood and the morning tea. Among them Groove’s contents deals
with popular culture, fashion, style and entertainment. This magazine mainly contains information
about hair and skin care, and the latest clothing trends. It also contains entertainment information
regarding singers’ or actors’ interviews and their lifestyles. In addition, this supplement also covers
different concerts by famous bands and singers. According to my magazine coordinator Mr.
Morshedul Alam Mohabat , among the three supplements, Groove is mostly liked and preferred

by audiences on social media because they are very fond of popular culture. Its audiences are
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always curious about the fashion genre as well as the glamour world.

The Hood represent the youth of our country who can be an inspiration for others. This
supplement has different sub-sections such as scribbles, blah, fun-fact, talkies and bring the noise.
Each section contains different stories, for example, ongoing trends within the youth, or maybe a
success story for the cover which may influence others to do something good for the society. In
short, The Hood, basically helps the youth understand passion and to find scopes according their
talents. It also provides real life examples of young people’s struggles and passion and experiences
to secure the future, by reading this inspirational stories other youth also facing similar struggles

can find valuable help and advice.

Another supplement that takes quite an effort to organize which is morning tea. This
supplement contains current affairs, social stigmas with possible solutions, and also promotes
different art exhibitions. This supplement has sub-sections too, and these are special features,
cover, insight, around the city, feature and opinion. In my 12 week internship, [ was assigned to
write features and reviews. At first it took me sometime to understand all the patterns of the writing
style and information gathering. It was quite a journey for a beginner like me in this filed who had
no practical knowledge . However, gradually I came up with different valuable ideas through
which they could evaluate my caliber. In addition, I am one of the few writers of writing something
innovative, for example, [ wrote about important issues women face- men getting more privileges
and preferences than them . Moreover, I tried to showcase those individual subjects where women
of our country are looked at as objects, and how the society is demeaning them. In addition, I also
concentrated on recipes as well as motivational write ups like how to overcome fear and how to

overcome inferiority complex.
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Integration of Theories with My Internship Assignments

When I decided to declare a concentration in Media and Cultural Studies for my
undergraduate program, I had to read several theories that related to media and journalism in the
courses that I took . The idea of media manipulating our thoughts and concepts on a significant
topic is never new. The reason why I declared a concentration in Media and Cultural Studies is
that, the world of journalism has an extensive impact on the whole world. The various contents of
the media never fail to arouse different emotions in people. Eventually, when I began interning, I
felt that the theories were making more sense to me. The experience of working first-hand in the
media world made me connect the dots to the theories that I learnt in the course ENG 331:

Introduction to Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice.

I this part of my report [ am going to integrate theories that I learnt in the course ENG 331:
Introduction to Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice. I will be discussing how Michelle Foucault’s

take on ‘Panopticon’ and ‘Gaze’ can be held true in case of the media industry.

Panopticon and Gaze

Jeremy Bentham’s ‘Panopticon’ is a work published at the end of the eighteenth century.
The Panopticon is imbued with ideas of control and obedience. French philosopher Michel
Foucault further traces the implications of this disciplinary mechanism not only as a penitentiary,
but also as an effective structure for schools, hospitals, factories, malls, and so on, providing a
diagram of power relationships that influence how societies establish law and order through

concepts of observation.

The very basic concept of Panopticon is a type of institutional building and a system of

control designed by the English philosopher and social theorist Jeremy Bentham in the late 18th


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremy_Bentham

Afroz 38

century. The scheme of the design is to allow all (pan-) inmates of an institution to be observed (-
opticon) by a single supervisor without the inmates being able to tell whether or not they are being

watched.

The principle of Panopticon or the eye of power can be described through Foucault’s

conversation with Jean-Pierre and Michelle Perrot. Foucault explained,

A perimeter building in the form of a ring. At the center of this, a tower, pierced by
large windows opening on to the inner face of the ring. The outer building is divided in
cells each of which traverses the whole thickness of the building. These cells have two
windows, one opening on to the inside, facing the windows of the central tower, the other,
outer one allowing daylight to pass through the whole cell. All that is then needed is to put
an overseer in the tower and place in each of the cells a lunatic, a patient, a convict, a
worker or a schoolboy. The back lighting enables one to pick out from the central tower
the little captive silhouettes in the ring of cells. In short, the principle of the dungeon is
reversed; daylight and the overseer’s gaze capture the inmate more effectively than

darkness, which afforded after all a sort of protection. (147)

In the Medieval times, prisoners were kept in dungeons in the dark. However, today the
best form of punishment is when criminals are always under supervision (for example — the
architectural structure of the infamous Guantanamo Bay prison). Foucault also refers to ‘Gaze’
and describes it as “the technique of power used within the Panopticon” (154). Panopticon is
designed in such a manner that it leads the Gaze to be interiorized within the subject under
surveillance. It is the process through which every citizen in the society is under full control of the

dominating powerful group, i.e. the state.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inmate
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The media can be looked at through the concept of ‘Panopticon and Gaze’ by Foucault.
From the very beginning, the eye of power has been bestowed upon us in different ways. For
example, we can consider religion to be a major Panopticon that interiorizes ‘God’s Gaze’ within
subjects to control them. Similarly, in today’s world, the media can be considered as a tool of
Panopticon, as we all know that we are being observed by the state, just how the inmates know
that they are under supervision of a watchman, and are always very cautious about their move.
Similarly we are also aware of our actions. It is reinforced within the minds of the citizens that
their crimes are being recorded by the media, and is being published for the masses to read and
know. So, ‘fear of getting caught’ is instilled within people, i.e. it instills fear in the many and
keeps them away from committing murder, rape, theft etc. In short, the media is everywhere and

the word privacy has been transferred into transparency.



Afroz 40

Conclusion

During my internship period, I had the chance to use my academic knowledge with
practical learning. This report is focused on event reviews, features, experimental writing,

editing, recipe writing and as well as personal essay.

At present media, journalism and globalization have taken over the world. According to
Shalmali Guttal, “the term globalization” is widely used to describe a variety of economic,
cultural, social, and political changes that have shaped the world over the past 50-odd
year”’(523). In other words, media is the most powerful tool in the world, and also a good source
of entertainment for people of all classes. Moreover, we cannot think of a single day without

media.

While interning at Daily Sun, 1 learned many things because of which I became hard
working. In addition, I have learned how to function well while being under work pressure. I also
learned how to stay calm in stressful situation. Above all, my learning during the three months
internship has enhanced knowledge and made me more passionate about working in a newspaper
office. Moreover, it also improved my creative writing as [ wrote features, recipes and
experimental writing. In spite of all the trouble they face and life threats, the sincere journalists
never stops focusing on work. They take it as a challenge and work hard to achieve their certain

goal. Despite knowing the risks I am passionate about pursuing a career in journalism.

Daily Sun is a rising English newspaper. These days stories about harassment in the work
place is nothing new but Daily Sun can never be counted as one. The people are humble, gentle
and moreover, the environment is safe and women friendly. This work place helped me learn

office etiquettes and made me disciplined.
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APPENDIX

Some my writing assignments are attached in this section for review.
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