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Chapter 1 

1. Introduction: 

“The careful reader of a few good newspapers can learn more in a year than most 

scholars do in their great libraries.” 

 – Franklin Benjamin Sanborn, American journalist and author. 

Internship is about gaining work experience. It is the opportunity where people apply the 

knowledge that they learn in their academia and gain practical experience of that 

particular field. Like many other institutions, BRAC University also provides internship 

opportunities for its undergraduate students in partial requirement to get the bachelors 

degree. In the ENH department, the students are given options to do their internship. 

Mostly, the students do their internship either in AD agency, newspaper or TV channels. 

I chose newspaper from the options I had. The reason is that, in our country there is an 

age-old tradition of reading newspapers in the morning. It has become a kind of ritual in 

many houses. Like a religious person who offers prayer every morning, a habitual reader 

reads newspaper every morning. Reading newspaper shapes the day of its reader. One 

person can see the weather forecast, prayer timings in advance in a newspaper. I also 

check the prayer timings, sun-rise and sun-set timings in the newspaper. This tradition of 

reading newspaper shows that our write-ups will be read by more people. Moreover, 

keeping a paper shows the literacy rate in our country, houses which keeps newspaper 

proves that they are educated, and keeping an English newspaper shows people knowing 

more than one language. Additionally, there are games provided for children like 
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crossword puzzles, Sudoku which children love to do in papers. Finally, this short piece 

of paper gives us a quick overview of what is going on around us.  

Getting an internship was not difficult for me as one of my uncles who works in The 

Daily Observer took me to the editor’s room for interview. So, I did not have to drop CV 

and wait for the call. The editor asked my area of interest and upon hearing my answer, 

he gave me the appointment. I started writing in the weekly life&style tabloid of the 

paper. The time period of my internship was three months. In those three months, I wrote 

around 30 articles, published translations, and helped in proofreading both for the tabloid 

and for magazine. In these sections, I worked with the feature team of six members where 

one of them is the in-charge, one sub-editor and rest five were reporters/writers like me. 

Also there was one photographer. In these three months, I have seen how the world of 

newspaper runs, how it is different, how people work and how a great deal of background 

work is needed to publish a newspaper. This internship report will focus on the various 

things I have done in The Daily Observer and I will try to relate the materials I have 

learnt from my English media courses. 

1.1 Scope and Objective: 

The main reason for doing internship was to gain practical experience of news reporting 

and become a good writer. As I had fascination about feature stories, I wanted to see how 

the feature department works, and how I can be a part of a good feature writer team. 

Moreover, I wanted to see how the world of newspaper runs. After three months of my 

internship, I can say that I am very much successful in achieving the objectives. I have 

gained field-level experience of the newspaper world. The works were related to my 
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English courses and the courses like Editing (ENG401), Globalization and the Media 

(ENG 333), Copywriting (ENG440), Translation studies (ENG465) etc. helped me a lot 

while doing my internship.  In this report I will show how things we learn in the English 

department is related to our practical life, how the theories are applied everywhere etc. 

1.2 History of The Daily Observer: 

Bangladesh has both online and print newspaper. Some newspapers are online only and 

some are available in both print and online. The Daily Observer is found in both online 

and print version. The online version is relatively new in our country; it started in 2004 

with the advent of bdnews24.com. On the other hand, the print version is there for a long 

time.  

The Daily Observer has a long history; it was first published on 11th of March, 1949. 

Before the liberation war of Bangladesh, the name of this newspaper was Pakistan 

Observer. It was after the liberation war of Bangladesh that it was re-named as 

Bangladesh Observer. The founder of this newspaper was the then provincial minister Mr 

Hamidul Huq Choudhury. He was a former East Pakistan and later Bangladeshi 

politician. Mohammad Shehabullah served as the newspaper's first editor. After 

Shehabullah, Abdus Salam became the editor of the then Pakistan Observer from 1949 to 

1972. Once the newspaper was banned as it strongly supported the language movement in 

the year 1952. Later after two years the ban was lifted and the paper reopened in 1954.  

Until 2010, The Daily Observer had the name Bangladesh Observer. The paper was 

closed down in 2010 due to some internal matters.  

 



Abir 4 
 

However, Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury finally reopened the paper with the name The Daily 

Observer in 2013 with the slogan “We stand for people’s rights.” 

Currently the paper has 20 regular pages with sections like sports, editorial, business, 

world news, countryside, city news, eduvista, art&culture and many more. It also has 

tabloids by the name life&style which focuses on the lifestyle of people, publishes 

healthcare articles by prominent doctors, skincare news from Divine Beauty Lounge, 

fitness solutions from famous experts and also travelogues are published. Young 

Observer, is another tabloid of the paper which publishes news on inspirational short 

stories, event coverage, education etc. Moreover, there is the supplement named Weekend 

Observer which publishes literary articles, short stories, poems, translation, book review 

etc; there is also the “Women’s own” section in the Weekend Observer where success 

stories of women are published. Finally, it has the “observer tech” section which focuses 

on the latest technology updates. Separate magazine is also published during Eids. The 

paper also has a Bengali edition for its online readers and is available on Facebook, 

Twitter, Google+ and RSS. According to a recent report by the Department of Film and 

Publication (DFP), The Daily Observer has a circulation of 38,500 a day which makes it 

number 6th in the English newspaper list. Some clippings from the newspaper are added 

below:                         
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Fig. 1: Front page of the The Daily Observer, The Pakistan Observer and The 

Bangladesh Observer. 
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Chapter 2 

2. Ethics and Morality in Journalism: 

In every organization, there are set of rules which the employees need to abide by. 

Schools, Colleges, Universities also have these set of rules. When I was first admitted 

into BRAC University, in the very first day, I was given the small booklet on ‘code of 

conduct’ which mentioned the rules a student need to follow in this university. 

Journalism also has its ethics and morality. During my English-401 Editing course we 

were taught some of the ethics of journalism. Interestingly, same things were also briefed 

to me during my internship. Some of the ethics of journalism are mentioned below: 

Firstly, when I joined the office, they told me that, whenever a topic is given, a journalist 

has to write the article on his own. He/she cannot copy it from others. Copying news 

from elsewhere goes against the ethics of journalism. This type of copying is daily seen 

in online news portals which are not that famous. They try to copy and paste news 

without credit to gain popularity. So, we had to write our own stories. A journalist has to 

be honest. 

Secondly, as I was in the feature section of The Daily Observer, I had to take pictures for 

my articles. Though, similar category of images is readily available on the net, we were 

told not use pictures of others as it goes against the ethics of journalism. It is also a 

copyright violation.  

Thirdly, the journalists are not allowed to print quotation from famous people without 

their permission. As there was a section of health in the life&style tabloid, there we had to 

include quotation from famous doctors, nutritionist etc. Some of these doctors and 
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nutritionist are quite familiar in Bangladesh; they are always seen on TV and newspapers 

giving their opinion on health. As they are famous, it is also common that their quote gets 

copied by some journalist. This is against the ethics of journalism. 

Fourthly, reporting something which the person would not like it without permission also 

goes against the ethics of journalism. Moreover, revealing someone’s name who wants to 

be anonymous also goes against the ethics of journalism. This may lead to severe 

problems to the person who gives the information. 

Fifthly, a journalist has to check to it that, the information they are writing are legally 

permitted or not. A journalist cannot run news on something which is illegal in our 

country.  

Sixthly, journalists are forbidden to print biased reports. Just because the reporter has 

enmity against someone, he/she cannot write report twisting evidences. 
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Chapter 3 

3. Working as an Intern at The Daily Observer 

      Internship is full of experiences, and doing that on a newspaper gives a whole lot of 

writing experience. During my internship at The Daily Observer, I have published around 

30 articles along with translations. In this section of my report, I will elaborate some of 

the basic terms related to print media and in the second part I will be describing the work 

experience at The Daily Observer. 

3.1 Elaboration of Basic Terms & Words:  

     During my ENG-401 Editing course, we were taught some key terms related to 

newspapers. These key terms were only understandable to the people who work in this 

field. Doing internship in a newspaper also requires knowing these terms. These are:  

Masthead- Masthead is the name of the newspaper or magazine. For example, I did my 

internship at The Daily Observer, So in the front page of the newspaper, the name The 

Daily Observer is the masthead. 

Plug Boxes- Plug boxes are small boxes that carries small news headline and page 

numbers in a box. These boxes appear in the front page of the newspaper which gives an 

overview of the news that is there inside the paper. 

Byline – Byline is the place where name of the author is written. 

Picture with caption- Caption is what the photo is about. Caption can be of one word. 

Cutline- Cutline is the sentence describing the picture. 
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Caption- Captions are the short one-two line words about the photo. Captions usually are 

placed beside the cutline or above the cutline. 

Pull quote - Pull quotes are extracts from the article written by the author, this contains 

an important point from the main article. This motivates a reader to read the story. It 

motivates those readers who have the tendency to skim through the newspaper. 

 

Fig. 2: An example of Pull quotes.  

 

Drop caps – Drop caps are the large capital letters that are used in front of the paragraph. 

The large capital letters can be of 2-3 lines long. This strategy is used in the paper to add 

variation to the look of the article.  

Byline – Byline is the place where name of the author is written. 

 

 

Pull quote 
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Fig. 3: The names of different sections in a newspaper. 
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Fig. 4: Example of Headline, Byline and Drop caps. 

 

3.2 Different Sections: 

I worked at The Daily Observer for 12 weeks from 15th may to 15th august 2017.  As I 

worked in the life&style and EID Magazine, my articles were all feature articles. The 

life&style tabloid is very famous among youth as it provides stories on new trends and 

fashions, recipes, health, new restaurants in the town, career guidance and also 

travelogues. This life&style tabloid of The Daily Observer has twelve pages and it is 

published every Sunday. On the other hand, magazine comes out once a year during Eid-

Ul-Fitr. 

    It was in the “English for print media” course where I learned various types of feature 

articles. For example, we learnt features on human interest, profile features, how-to 

features, historical features, seasonal themes, behind the scenes features, uncommon 

              Headline 

              Byline 

             Drop caps 
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product features, etc. Though in class, we learned only those features, in reality there are 

thousands of topics that can be written on feature section. For example, features can be 

written on fitness, super shops, kids, savings, trends, technologies, health, recipe, etc. 

and, on many other topics. Unlike hard-news stories, feature stories are long; it is an in-

depth look at a subject which does not follow the typical inverted pyramid style.   

     The Daily Observer is found both in print and online. In the online version, under the 

feature section, there are eight sub-categories. Some of these are “women’s own”, “young 

observer”, “observer tech” etc. However, in the print version, the “women’s own” section 

comes with the Weekend Observer supplement every Saturday.  

 

Fig. 5: Feature section in the online version of The Daily Observer. 

 

Moreover, Young Observer and life&style come as a separate weekly tabloid. During my 

internship I wrote features on the life&style weekly tabloid where there are various 
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further sections like “savings & properties”, “travel & heritage”, “fitness tracks”, “eat 

out”, etc. I wrote in almost all of them except “trends & vogues”, “home images” and 

“cover story”. I also wrote one feature on the “women’s own” section of the Weekend 

Observer supplement which comes out every Saturday and published two translations 

there. I also wrote two articles at the Observer Eid Magazine. My experiences in these 

sections are discussed in detail below: 

1. Savings & properties   

During the first week of my internship, I was told to write an article about DPS for 

mothers in the “savings & properties” section. So, to write this article, I had to go to three 

Banks and collect quotes and information from the Bank personnel. It was a challenge to 

me. I also felt nervous thinking the reaction of the Bank personnel whether they will help 

me with information or not. However, my nervousness went away when I saw that they 

are very helpful. I collected the quotes and wrote the article. Finally, the article was 

published on 14th of May, 2017. (See Appendix 1, page 36) 

Moreover, during the second week of my internship, I was again told to write an article 

about Life Insurance. So, to write this article, I had to go to three Life insurance 

corporations to know the information about life insurance. There I sat with the manager 

who described each detail of their company with me and took short notes. After taking 

the notes, I wrote the article accordingly. Though the news was ready, it was not 

published for some reason. 
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2. Travel & heritage  

During my internship, I wrote three travelogues. One was about Srimangal, the second 

one was about the necessary items needed during travelling and the third one was on 

Jaflong. 

In the third week of my internship I was asked to write a travelogue for the “travel & 

heritage” section. As, I often travel to Srimangal, I wrote a travelogue on Srimangal, how 

to reach there, what are the tourist attractions etc. I also wrote about the hotels and 

restaurants of Srimangal and the cost of going there. This article was published on May 

28th 2017. 

I again wrote a travelogue during the fifth week of my internship. As I mentioned earlier, 

that this time the travelogue was about the necessary items to be taken on a journey, here, 

I mentioned the checklist for travelling- what to take during the travel, when to buy 

tickets, what things should we consider during our travel, etc. This article was published 

on June 11, 2017. 

Finally, in the last week of my internship I was given the task of writing a travelogue on 

Jaflong as I traveled there during last Eid-ul-Fitr. In this article, I mentioned what Jaflong 

used to be and how it is in present, how the roads are being damaged day by day by the 

stone and coal-laden trucks, how the place is not very tourist-friendly. Moreover, I have 

mentioned the condition of the boats and the scenic beauty of the place. This travelogue 

was published on 13 August, 2017. (See Appendix 2, page 37) 
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3. Fitness tracks   

In the third week of my internship I was asked to write the benefits of jogging for this 

section. For the article of jogging, I interviewed a student of BRAC University, who is a 

jogger and a cyclist. I also interviewed GYM trainers to find out what are the benefits of 

jogging and other exercise. From the GYM trainers I collected the information about 

jogging, why it is necessary, how it helps us, etc. This article was published on May 28th 

2017. (See Appendix 3, page 37) 

Secondly, during the seventh week of my internship, I was again given the task to write 

health benefits of different kinds of teas for this section in the life&style tabloid of The 

Daily Observer. To write this article, I started reading articles on tea and collected 

information about the benefits of tea. I went through small books and leaflets about tea 

that I collected from “Bangladesh Tea Expo” which was held in Dhaka earlier this year. 

Furthermore, I did brief research from the internet about tea, there I searched- what are 

the different varieties of tea, how different types of teas are cultivated, how one type is 

different from another, etc. Finally, I wrote about the benefits of five types of tea. 

Moreover, to give the news credibility, I took the comments and opinion from the DGM 

of National Tea Company. This news was published on June 25th, 2017. (See Appendix 

4, page 38)  

Moreover, during the ninth week of my internship, I was asked to write an article about 

losing weight. To write this article, I was given the phone number of a nutritionist by my 

supervisor at The Daily Observer and was asked to call her for information on losing 

weight. I felt nervous while calling her, but later found the nutritionist very helpful. 
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Finally, after having a conversation for about ten minutes, I wrote the article and sent it 

back to the nutritionist for checking. In the article, I mentioned how skipping meals does 

not help in losing weight, how walking 30-45minutes helps in losing weight, etc. This 

article was published on 5th of August, 2017.  (See Appendix 5, page 38) 

During the eleventh week of my internship, I was again given the task of contacting a 

nutritionist to know about the food habits when a person is affected by chikungunya. This 

was my last article in this section. As we know that chikungunya has been quite a 

familiar now-a-days, that is why our life&style team had decided to publish an entire 

issue on chikungunya. For this reason, I was asked to contact the nutritionist and ask 

about the food habits required to combat this disease apart from having medicines. So, to 

collect the information, I first searched on the net to get a better understanding of the 

disease and called her later. I could not manage to talk to her on the first day as she was 

busy. So I had to call her the next day. And upon calling her the next day, she described 

every food item necessary to combat this disease. For example, eating green leafy 

vegetables, eating plenty of fluids, having vitamin ‘A’ etc. After taking all these 

information I wrote the article and she checked and finalized it. This article was 

published on 30 July, 2017 with the title “Eat healthy, combat chikungunya”. Moreover, I 

wrote on Ramadan fitness which was published on 3rd of June, 2017. (See Appendix 6, 

page 39) 

4. Kid’s bits 

“Kid’s bits” is a section which publishes articles on kids every week. I wrote one article 

in this section during the twelfth week of my internship. Here, I was given the task to 
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write about books for kids, I was asked to find out why kids prefer e-books now-a-days 

and why hard copy is important for kids. Moreover, in the same article I was asked to 

include importance of Tagore’s literature as the whole issue was about him on his death 

anniversary. So, to write this article I again searched the net to find out the adverse 

effects of sitting near screen for a long time whether for e-book reading or for doing other 

work. Moreover, to know about the importance of hard copy and Tagore’s literature, I 

spoke with my friend from BRAC University who is a translator and writer at Batighor 

Prokashoni. Finally, I combined these two topics and wrote the article. The article was 

published on 6 August, 2017, the title was “The battle of Books: Hardcopy vs. Softcopy”. 

(See Appendix 7, page 39)  

5. Eat out 

“Eat out” is a section which publishes articles on new, exciting eating places in town. I 

had the chance of writing article on this section too. I was asked to write a restaurant 

review or popular street food places. As an article on Bailey road street food was already 

published, I wrote about the BRAC University bot-tola. I focused on aspects like why this 

place is popular among students, what are the types of foods that are sold here, prices, 

etc. This article was published on 13th august, 2017.  (See Appendix 8, page 40)  

6. Supershop corner 

During the fourth week of my internship, I was given the task to write continuous articles 

on super shops. For example, grocery items, fruits, vegetables, etc. In this section, I wrote 

eleven articles. Some of these are mentioned below: 
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For the first article on super shop, I was given grocery items. For the super shops price of 

grocery items, I visited Shwapno super shop, Meena bazaar super shop and Agora super 

shop. From there I collected the prices of the grocery items and wrote the article. The 

article was published on 4th June, 2017. (See Appendix 9, page 40)  

Furthermore, I was given the task of writing articles on fruits for the ‘super shop corner’ 

section.  This was my second article on this section. To write about the ‘fruits in super 

shops’ article, I again visited Agora, Shawpno and Meena bazaar to collect the prices and 

offers of the fruits. I also had to take information from the authorities whether they check 

for formalin before selling the fruits, for this reason I had to talk with Md. Faruqul Alam, 

outlet in-charge of Agora Moghbajar branch; he said all of their fruits are checked before 

it is ready for sale. This article was published on June 11, 2017. (See Appendix 10, page 

41)  

During the fifth week of my internship, again I was given the task to write for the “super 

shop corner”, this time about spice items. I was given the task to collect the price and 

offer list of spice items from super shops. Spice was chosen because Eid holidays were 

coming up; people were planning to make delicious dishes on that occasion and were 

busy buying essential items to prepare the foods. To collect the prices and offers, I again 

visited three super shops. This article was published on 18th of June 2017. (See Appendix 

11, page 41) 

During the seventh week of my internship, the topic was fish for this section. In this 

article I wrote about the benefits of eating fish and its prices at super shops. Moreover, I 

mentioned how people now-a-days depend on super shops for fish for health issue, as the 
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fish are checked clinically before selling. To write this article, I visited Agora, Shwapno 

and Meena Bazar and collected the price and offer list in these three shops. I wrote about 

the variation in prices and different offers of fish at different super shops. This article was 

also published on 25th of June 2017. (See Appendix 12, page 42) 

During the eighth week of my internship, I only had one article to write as given by my 

supervisor at The Daily Observer. As Eid was nearby, and people visit their relatives 

during Eid, there happens to be a good demand for frozen food. I was asked to find and 

write if there were any offers on ‘frozen food’. To write this article, I again went to 

Meena Bazar, Agora and Shwapno super shop, and noted down the prices and offers of 

various frozen delicacies. The article was published on 2 July, 2017. (See Appendix 13, 

page 43) 

During the ninth week of my internship I wrote my sixth article in this section. I was 

given the task to write a super shop corner article on vegetables. The problem I faced 

during reporting this article was continuous rain. For this reason, for the first time I could 

not submit my article by the deadline. I waited till three days hoping for a good weather, 

but seeing no chance of dry weather, I had to go out and visit the super shops after 6pm to 

collect info and write the article. This was a difficult work for me. Finally, this article 

was published on 9th of July, 2017. (See Appendix 14, page 44) 

 During the eleventh week of my internship, the issue was about chikungunya, for this 

reason, the “super shop corner” was about aerosols. I was asked to go the super shops and 

collect the prices of different types of aerosols and other mosquito killers like mosquito 

coils etc. and find out if there was any offer. So, I again visited three super shops and 
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collected the prices, to my astonishment, I found out that super shops like Agora, 

Shwapno, Meena Bazaar all these three had no offers about aerosols and mosquito coils 

where they should have encouraged their customers to buy these items so that people can 

protect themselves from this fatal disease. This article was also published on the same 

day on 30 July, 2017 and the title was, “Mosquito killers at super shops!” (See Appendix 

15, page 44) 

In this way, I wrote other articles on meats, air fresheners, cleansing utensils, baby 

essentials, etc. in this section. (See Appendix 16,17,18,19, page 45, 46) 

7. Women’s Own        

“Women’s own” is a section in the supplement Weekend Observer which is published 

every Saturday by The Daily Observer. During the ninth week of my internship, I was 

given the task to write in this supplement about the girls that died during the Holey 

Artisan attack. As this article was for the “women’s own” page of the Weekend Observer, 

only stories of women were included. I was asked to read all the newspapers about these 

girls and write about their dreams. To write this article, I went to The Daily Observer 

office so I could collect several newspapers of Bangladesh both English and Bengali at 

one time. Although these newspaper are available online, all the websites of the 

newspapers are not user friendly, most of them takes plenty of time to load which 

destroys the excitement to read newspaper via online. I was also asked to go to a press 

conference of one of the victim’s parent, but later someone else went, and I had to collect 

the info from that person. Finally, I wrote about Abinta Kabir, Tarishi Jain and Ishrat 

Akhand who lost their valuable lives in that incident, I wrote about their dreams, what 

 



Abir 21 
 

they wanted to do after their studies, etc. While researching on them, I realized how 

barbarous the attack was. Moreover, I learnt about their small but noble deeds, for 

example, Abinta Kabir always wanted to help the underprivileged children, so after her 

death her parents started a NGO which is named after her; Ishrat Akhand also had big 

dreams, she had dreams about art. She loved to draw. To keep her dreams alive, she 

founded Institute of Asian Creatives (IAC) to inspire young artists to promote their art. I 

mentioned all these in my article, and this article was published on 8th July, 2017. (See 

Appendix 20, page 47) 

8. Eid Magazine 

In the observer Eid Magazine, I wrote two articles; one was about shoe and another about 

Novins Aroma beauty product. This was during the fifth week of my internship. 

Firstly, I was given the task to go to showrooms of shoe brands like Bata, Lotto, Apex, 

etc. and collect the types of shoes, price list, Eid collection and their Eid offers. So to 

collect the prices from showroom, I went to Basundhara City Complex. The reason I 

went there is because I would get most of the showrooms at one place. So, after visiting 

five shops of shoes for one and half hour, I collected and noted down each details of 

every shop. I was also asked to take quotes from the manager about the current trends. 

Though Bata gave quote without any hesitation, Apex refused to give quote without 

taking the permission of high officials. (See Appendix 23, page 50) 

     Secondly, I was also given the task to write about the hair and skin care products of 

Novins Aroma. So, to write this topic I had to call the CEO Ms Amina Hoque of Novins 

Aroma to get the information and details of the products. For the first time I took a short 
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interview over phone, I also had to install mobile call recorder to avoid any mistake while 

writing the article. Both of these articles were published in the Eid magazine on June 14, 

2017. (See Appendix 24, page 51) 

3.3 Translations: 

Apart from writing articles, I also did four translations. Out of which two were for the life 

style tabloid and rest two were for the “Women’s Own” section.    

   During the seventh week of my internship, I was given the task to translate press 

conference news for the Women’s Own page. The news was about a woman leader named 

Laili Begum, who attended the “World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction” in 

Mexico. In the press conference, this woman from Patuakhali shared her experience in 

tackling disasters like Aila, Sidr, Mahasen, etc. Moreover, she shared her experience of 

the conference that she attended. Though, this time the translation was easie, it was done 

under pressure. The deadline was very short. I was given the translation at night the day 

before deadline and was asked to submit it in the morning next day. The translation was 

published on 24th June, 2017.   

    Furthermore, I was also given a translation on women empowerment. This was on the 

tenth week of my internship.  The problem I faced during this translation was that it was a 

huge translation of three pages and there were long sentences which I had to take minutes 

to understand. This was a press release about a dialogue that was organized by 

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad where reputed members of the society were present. They 

discussed about women, how the local government can be strengthened through the 

empowerment of women, what are the problems these women face, etc. To translate this 
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press release, I had to read it multiple times and check important quotes and information. 

The translation was published on 30th of July, 2017. (See Appendix 21, page 48) 

For the life&style tabloid, I did two translations. The first was on the fifth week of my 

internship. I was given the task of translating an article on reflection of metro life outfits. 

I fell in love with translation after doing the translation studies course at BRAC 

University, so doing a translation for lead news was very interesting. It was also a 

challenging task, as I found it hard to translate 2 lines from the poem “Atharo Bochor 

Boyosh” by Sukanta Bhattacharya. Except for these two lines, the whole translation was 

done by me. I checked for official name of the dresses online to avoid any mistake and it 

was published on June 11, 2017. (See Appendix 22, page 49) 

Moreover, I was given the task to translate a press release from Bangla to English. The 

press release was from the SadaKalo company about their “polka dot” dress. This 

translation was easier than the previous one, so I translated it within a short period of 

time. I also did a small research on the company and dress to avoid any mistake during 

translation, especially the official spelling of their dress. This translation was published 

on the 18th of June 2017. (See Appendix 25, page 52) 

3.4 Proofreading 

I also did proofreading once during my internship, where I checked grammatical 

mistakes, spellings, etc. As there are too many people there for proofreading, I had to do 

it only one.   
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Chapter 4 

4. Reflection of theories:  

At BRAC University, we have had courses on “Cultural Studies: theory and practice,” 

“Globalization and the Media,” “Post-colonial writing in English” etc. which made me 

analyze my internship experience at The Daily Observer through critical use of different 

theories. I am going to discuss them in the following sections.  

4.1 English Newspaper in Bangladesh: 

The effect of colonialism is prevalent throughout the world. It is present in our country 

also. We read post colonial studies now to know and analyze the cultural effects of 

colonialism. Post colonial studies show how the natives were affected during 

colonization. It shows how the social, political powers had huge impacts on us. It shows 

how language, women, literature etc. are affected. 

In our country, we have newspapers of two languages. These are Bengali and English. 

Though most of the newspapers are Bengali, the media outlets are also publishing 

English newspapers now-a-days. It is seen that, newspapers who are famous in Bengali, 

they are publishing the same paper in English on their website. For example, Prothom-

Alo is the leading Bengali newspaper in our country; they are also publishing same 

reports and articles in English language on their English version website. Moreover, 

famous online portal like banglanews24.com also opened their English version in their 

website. They have the option of English version on their website. Bearing the name 

‘bangla’, they are translating the same news in English for their English readers. 

Furthermore, Bengali TV channels are also seen presenting same news In English.  
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In our country, from childhood, a student is taught English as a subject. They spend 

around twelve years of their age studying English. Moreover, students of Bengali 

medium who cannot talk in English are looked down upon. In extreme cases they are also 

rejected from joining various universities, banks and workplaces. English medium 

students are considered ultra modern now-a-days. Learning a second language is not a 

crime, but it creates problems when a person is judged only with their language ability. 

Sometimes it is also seen that children mixed two languages and cannot speak proper 

Bengali. However, the first English school in this region was not for the Bengali children 

rather it was for European children. The schools were set up because of the situations 

back then.  

When we read history, we find that, the very notion of English language came from the 

colonial era when The British people came to Bengal. To do business we were forced to 

learn English back in the 17th century. The establishment of the East India Company had 

huge effect making English as a language for the Bengali people. To communicate with 

the company officials and doing a government job required the people to know English. 

It was made government language back then by the rulers.  

Now-a-days, having several English newspapers and the presence of English proves that, 

although the colonizers left the land, the minds are still colonized. However, the 

government jobs do not require English now-a-days, only the non-government jobs prefer 

English. The power of colonizing is in such an extent that, even after not being the largest 

spoken language in the world it is the international language. Moreover, most of the 

research articles, journals are published in English. So to gain knowledge people learn 

English.  
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In our country, these English newspapers are mostly read by the upper-class of the 

society. They are the ones who are seen sending their children to English medium 

schools. Moreover, after passing the schools or colleges, these upper class societies do 

not rely anymore to the Bangladeshi education. Rather, they want their children to go to 

abroad and get a degree. This type of future plan for children also makes these parents to 

send their children to English medium schools. They do not feel the necessity of Bengali. 

Because when you are abroad, it is English which reigns. 

Moreover, foreigners also read the English newspapers to know the situation of 

Bangladesh. Day-by-day new foreign companies are being set up in our country. These 

people rely solely on English newspapers.  

Students also read the English newspaper to learn more English. In many universities, 

including BRACU, the English dailies are kept. So, naturally, students who read 

newspapers take the paper only to see what is inside. In this way the readership of 

English newspapers are increasing day by day. Moreover, contests like spelling-bee, 

English newspaper reading etc. are influencing the students to learn more English. The 

readership rate also proves that people knows more than one language. Currently, the 

largest reading English newspaper has a circulation of 44,814 according to the 

Department of Film and Publication, which was 41.15 thousand in 2014. This shows the 

increasing rate of English newspaper in our country.  

4. 2 Translation theories: 

As I said that I did four translations during my internship. In this part I will relate those 

translations to the theories I have learned from the ENG-465 Translation Studies course. 
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Here I will mention the problems I faced during translation and some of the strategies I 

used to translate those articles. 

We know that, basically there are two types of translations, one is word for word and 

another is for sense for sense translation. Both of these types were used in my translation 

where necessary. 

According to Lawrence Venuti, “Literal, or word-for-word translation is the direct 

transfer of a SL text into a grammatically and idiomatically appropriate TL text in which 

the translators’ task is limited to observing the adherence to the linguistic servitudes of 

the TL” (86) on the other hand, sense-for-sense translation is a kind of free translation 

where the idea of the source text is translated without translating each and every word. 

From the ENG-465 Translation Studies course we came to know that there are various 

types of problems a translator faces while translating any text. Mona Baker, in her book 

“In Other Words: A Coursebook on Translation” mentions some of these problems. 

These are: cultural specific concepts, the source-language concept not lexicalized in the 

target language, the source-language word being semantically complex, the source and 

target languages making different distinctions in meaning, the use of loan words in the 

source text etc. Though one may face these problems while translating any literary texts, 

he or she may find these problems while translating newspaper article also. However, 

there are also processes to solve these problems as mentioned by Mona Baker in her 

book. Some of the processes of translating these problems are: translation by a more 

general word, translation by cultural substitution, translation using a loan word with 

explanation etc.  
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In the translation of “Women Empowerment” the strategy of ‘translating by omission’ 

was used. For example, the source text, “নারীর �মতায়েনর মাধয্েম �ানীয় সরকার 

শি�শালীকরণ িবষেয় �ানীয় সরকােরর নারী েপৗর েময়র এবং উপেজলা নারী ভাইস 

েচয়ারময্ানেদর সােথ মতিবিনময় সভা অনুি�ত হয়” this sentence was translated as, “The 

meeting on BMP’s strengthening local government through the empowerment of women 

was held. Here �ানীয় সরকােরর নারী েপৗর েময়র and উপেজলা নারী ভাইস েচয়ারময্ান 

these were omitted. According to me it is unnecessary for the English audience.  

Moreover, omitting those words made the translation more flowing in the target 

language. “If the meaning conveyed by a particular item or expression is not vital enough 

to the development of the text to justify distracting the reader with lengthy explanations, 

translators can and often do simply omit translating the word or expression in question” 

(Baker, 40).  

Secondly, in my translation of the press release by Bangladesh Mahila Parishad, the 

name of the organization was not translated. The process used here is called “borrowing”, 

where I borrowed those bengali words into English. According to Vinay and Darbelnet, 

in ‘borrowing’ “the SL word is transferred directly to the TL” (Munday, 56). 

Thirdly, in the translation on metro life outfit, the main Bengali article was full of loan 

words taken from English. We know loan words create the problem of ‘false friend’. 

False friends are “word or expressions which have the same form in two or more 

languages but convey different meanings” (Baker 25). However, I did not have any 

problems translating the article. The one word that can be brought into discussion is the 

word “আ�া”, though I translated it as gossiping for the English audience. ‘Adda’ simply 
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doesn’t mean the type of gossiping that is present in Bangladeshi culture. This ‘adda’ can 

be at the tea stall sipping tea and talk about all the things that come to mind. It gives an 

informal tone, whereas; ‘gossip’ may not include the cultural context of ‘adda’ which is 

present in our culture. Moreover, the translation from the poem, “atharo bochor boyosh”, 

I did not translate the name, instead I borrowed it from the original. 

Also the process of modulation is used in the sentence “আসেল িকেশার-িকেশারী েথেক তরণ 

তরণীেত হেয় ওঠার বা�বতা সব মানুেষর জনয্ অনয্ রকম বেট”. Here, I translated it as 

“Actually, the process of being youth from adolescent is not the same for everyone.” 

Instead of “different for everyone” the strategy of “modulation” is used here. Vinay and 

Darbelnet pointed out, modulation “changes the semantics and point of view of the SL.” 

(Munday, 57). I did optional modulation here. Modulation can be done, “when, although 

a literal, or even transposed, translation results in a grammatically correct utterance, it is 

considered unsuitable, unidiomatic or awkward in the TL” (Munday, 57-58). 

4.3 Reflection of other theories: 

In this part of my report, I will show some examples of how the theories taught in the 

ENG-331 Culture and Practice course class are related to the media world. When I was 

doing this course back in 2015, I came to know that this course is only for media and 

literature major students. The course was interesting to me from the beginning. It was 

more interesting because our honorable chairperson Firdous Azim was our teacher for 

this course. At first, I thought this course was only for learning about culture and 

knowing about media world, but later on when I started my internship I found out that 

these theories were closely related to my work in the media world. When I joined The 
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Daily Observer as an intern, one person who is an editorial assistant in that newspaper 

asked me what theories were we taught about the media. That is the time I realized that 

those theories weren’t something that we should forget, rather relate it in our everyday 

work. 

1. Five scapes of globalization: 

 I will relate Arjun Appadurai’s scapes theory in two of my works. We know that, Arjun 

Appadurai in his easy Modernity at Large talked about five scapes of globalization. 

These are mediascape, financescapes, ethonoscapes, ideoscapes and technoscapes. 

According to him, mediascape are the media outlets like TV, newspaper etc. that shape 

the viewpoint of our mind. Life&style tabloid of The Daily Observer has many contents 

that shape our mind. The two translations I did on ‘fashion outfit’ are such examples. 

These two articles with their beautiful writing and imagery trigger the customers to buy 

the product. The article on metro outfit and polka dot gives an overview of foreign 

culture. Thus culture is spread through media. 

Ethnoscape refers to the migration of people through cultures and borders presenting the 

world and its many communities as fluid and mobile instead of static. As The Daily 

Observer can be read from around the world from the internet, our culture travels very 

easily to other parts of the world.  

Moreover, the advertisements of foreign companies in our local newspapers help 

movement of the global capital which refers to the theory of finanscape.  
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2. Tourist and Vagabond 

Zygmunt Bauman’s essay Tourist and Vagabonds also can be related to my work. During 

my internship, I wrote four travelogues. In these weekly travelogues I described places 

where people can go and enjoy the holidays. These travelogues section in The Daily 

Observer is for those people who loves to travel always and wants update about new 

places. In many ways, these travelogues with their beautiful appeal attract the readers to 

visit the place. This action proves the claim of Zygmund Bauman where he says that 

people, “have been seduced by the true or imaginary pleasures of a sensations gatherer’s 

life” (Bauman 13). Moreover, as every week, there are new travelogues about new 

places, it shapes the readers minds to visit that place as said by Zygmund Bauman, “They 

abandon the site when the new untried opportunities beckon elsewhere” (14). 

3. Consumer culture 

Consumer culture is another topic which I can relate with my internship. During my 

internship I wrote eleven articles on super shops. There I mention about the price and 

offers of the products. The products of the super shop that was assigned was based on 

what people need in those particular period. For example, when there was the occasion of 

Eid, I was asked to write about the price list of the items that will be needed during eid 

day. When there was the chikungunya fever going on I was asked to write about the price 

of the aerosols etc. The introduction was written in such a way that could create a need 

for those products. In this way a need was created so that people go to the shop and by 

the product. 
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Chapter  5 

5. Conclusion 

     In conclusion, I would like to say that, interning at The Daily Observer was a very 

good experience. This organization gave me a real life experience on how the media 

world works, how news is collected by reporters, how it is written, how it is edited etc.  

Moreover, the internship helped me in meeting new people and learning more about the 

outside world. It provided me with the opportunity to meet people of different workplaces 

and see how they work.  

     Furthermore, The Daily Observer taught me to work under pressure, work with groups 

etc. In this report I showed how my three months spend at The Daily Observer. What I 

did, what I wrote, the challenges that I have faced etc. Moreover, it is showed how the 

theories are very much related to the real world. 

Finally, writing this report felt like polishing everything that I learnt in BRAC University 

before leaving and going to the corporate world. 

5. 1 Recommendation:  

     During the internship we gain practical experience of the media world which we do 

not get during our course. For this reason there are many students who face problems 

while working in a new environment. It would be beneficial for the students, if the 

students are taken to field trips to the media outlets of our country. Moreover, if the 

department takes initiative to publish the features that we write in class, it will encourage 

the students to write more. Finally, as we have our campus newspaper also, students of 
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media can be given task to publish in that newspaper also. This will make the students 

more skillful before doing internship or joining in any media related workplace. 
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