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ABSTRACT 

The rising issue of homeless children on the streets & children affected by extreme 

poverty has outstretched to such levels that measures like sheltering & training them 

has long been implemented in many places of our country. Such an institution is the 

'Training & Rehabilitation Centre for the Destitute Children' in Konabari, Gazipur. The 

children are taken in as young toddlers, & cared for until they are adolescents ready 

to find some kind of work to keep their lives going. However, even though the care 

given is no less than necessary, the way in which the whole organization operates 

now does not always offer much choice to the children once they are of age to take 

care of their own needs. This hugely owes to the lack of proper infrastructure to 

facilitate that kind of learning & environment, & also accommodate the number of 

children it could hold considering the amount of area the site of the institution has. 

These children are in need for extra nurturing, & an environment that aid in such kind 

of development. It is very important to understand that the needs & wants of these 

children vary greatly from a child who comes from a well off family. Many of these 

children go through severe mental trauma that affects their developmental 

psychology, which is an important part of growing up to be a responsible person in 

the society. However, the most significant problem remains to be the training & 

education they receive, which determines their future. The core agenda of such an 

institution lay fruitless if the children doesn't fit in & contribute to the rest of the society 

when they no longer belong to this institution. This report therefore, focuses on such 

special needs & wants, the proper kind of training & education, their integration with 

the society & the making of such spaces that provide these. 
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1 BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT 

The children of today are our assets for tomorrow. They are ones who will be build 

the world of tomorrow and that's why it is important that their development is sound. 

Whatever the children are going through today prepares them for the future. If they 

are healthy physically and mentally, they will grow up as contributing adults of the 

society. If neglected, they may become liabilities to the society. Therefore, it is 

important how the children are treated, cared and guided for tomorrow. 

However, our country Bangladesh is a developing one with lots of issues like 

overpopulation, poverty and unemployment to name a few. These problems in turn 

has created a scenario where many of the children of our country are subject to 

ignorance and negligence. This has forced these children into destitution where they 

are deprived of needs and can't properly support themselves. They don't have a roof 

under their head and doesn't get to eat two proper meals a day. Almost 50% of 

Bangladesh's primary school students drop out before that complete fifth grade, as 

crushing poverty drives them into informal employment sector (Haq, 2013). This 

condition is even worse for the children living in streets without a proper home, who 

work for about 9-12 hours a day in the informal sector earning way below the 

minimum wage. As Haq (2013) points out, 5.8 million children are employed in the 

informal sector who doesn't have a proper home & are unable to attend school or 

pursue technical training due to poverty. That is about 11.3% of the total labour force 

of Bangladesh, as per the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). 
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In a rehabilitation centre, the children will have their basic needs fulfilled, and given 

with opportunities that will enable them to sustain their own lives satisfactorily when 

they grow up. 

1.2.1 Current Situation of the Organization 

The Rehablitation Centre for the Destitute Children which is currently situated in 

Konabari, Gazipur strives to address the issue by taking in a few of such children & 

caring for them. It is an organization under the Ministry of Social Welfare, with the 

idea of sheltering & training the destitute children until they are fit & trained to get 

themselves proper work in the society. The care given is warm, & the children live 

together as a family with their caretakers. 

Fig.1.2.1.a. Current Administration Building (Author) Fig.1.2.1.b. Current School Building (Author) 

However, the current situation of the institution seems bleak due to lack of proper 

infrastructure & training equipment. The school building is in poor condition for 

classes to be held, & there is no proper training space where the children can gain 

technical skills which is vital for their next stage in life. The dormitory doesn't provide 

enough facilities required, & the space designated for the staff is simply inadequate. 

This calls for a total reconstruction of the infrastructures with better capacity and 

condition for the efficient rehabilitation of the destitute children. 
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2 CHILDREN: NEEDS, DEPRIVATION AND THE SCOPE OF 

REHABILITATION 

2.1 The Childhood Years: The Key to a Productive Life 

According to the UNCRC (1989), a child is a human being below the age of 18 years 

unless the law of the region state otherwise. This age threshold known as the age of 

majority is different in many countries, and greatly depends on social recognition of 

adulthood. 

Children, just like adults, have some basic needs and necessities of life if not more. It 

is an important stage of life where they would require the utmost care and affection. 

Proper development in this stage of life helps the children to grow up as a responsible 

and contributing member of the society. Appropriate physical growth and well-being 

in children would mean that they are fit enough to carry out daily life activities. 

However, if a child is not well developed psychologically and socially, just physical 

well-being doesn't help the child nor the society. Therefore, proper development 

would be a well-balanced situation where children are fully functioning in their minds 

and physically. 

Bangladesh is a highly populated country, and a majority of this population is the 

children. Barkat et. al (2009) provides with the statistics that about 44% of the total 

population of Bangladesh is children under the age of 18. Therefore, it is only natural 

that the right upbringing of these children is the key to the future success of the 

country. 
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2.1 .1 The Needs and Wants of the Children 

The traditional list of "basic needs" includes food and water, shelter and clothing as 

Denton (1990) describes. These are the things that needed for the life to sustain. 

However, it is now accepted that sanitation, education and healthcare are also basic 

needs of a person. Proper sanitation keeps people clean and away from different 

types of diseases, and thus is necessary for physical well-being. However, as a child 

grows he or she will suffer from several illnesses, which is a natural process of 

growing up. Therefore, without healthcare, the child may become crippled or in worst 

cases die. Children will also need education to know and interact with their 

environment and support themselves in future. It is, therefore, vital for a child in his 

development years for all these basic needs to be fulfilled. This ensures that the 

development and growth in the child is positive and optimal. Tanner (1989) briefs up 

this whole issue by saying that the main elements that ensures that a child grows into 

a healthy person is by ensuring his nutrition and a positive environment. 

The short-term and long-term effects of early nutrition 

SHORT TERM 

Brain development 

LONG TERM 

Cognibve and 
educational 
performance 

lrm1unlty 
Work capacity 

Diabetes, 
obe$i\y, 

heart disease, 
h lgh blood pressure, 

cancer. strolte 
and aging 

Fig.2.1.1.a. The Effects of Early Nutrition (UNICEF, 2001) 
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Apart from the conventional basic needs, children may have other wants and 

aspirations as well. Children may want a colourful dress or a flashy toy once in a while. 

Sometimes he or she may also want to choose what he or she eats. These are not 

mere wants of luxury from the children, but is the will to try out new things or to feel 

the experience of doing different things. These wants can many times be equally as 

important as the basic needs, because through these wants they also learn and 

perceive the world around them. Meeting these wants of the children doesn't 

necessarily spoil them. But it teaches them that they are valued, helps them develop 

trust, decreases stress and distress, assists them in proceeding down a more optimal 

developmental trajectory, and decreases the likelihood of developmental and 

behavioral problems. (Dunn and Kontos, 1997). 

Nevertheless, above all material needs and wants, the often overlooked need of a 

child is to be loved and cared for. According to Colin (1996) a child requires 

meaningful attachment for positive cognitive development. The feeling of 

connectedness, warmth, love and security makes the child feel respected and valued. 

Praise, recognition, opportunities of self-expression and developmentally

appropriate exercises are important in the psychological development of children as 

Greenspan and Brazelton (2001) points out. 

2.1.2 Family and Nurture 

It is in fact of the essential wants of a children is to be cared for. And it is the parents 

in most of the cases who are responsible for giving this care and warmth to the 

children. It almost always the case that the parents are the ones providing the children 
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provide the children with necessary skillset and values to carry out useful tasks in the 

society. 

2.1.3 Environment and Experience: Learning and the Role of a Community 

The intelligence of a child is not merely inherited from his or her parents, but mostly 

develops through stimulation from the child's environment & experience, as pointed 

out by Mahmud (2011 ). His senses would began to grow & respond better to its 

surroundings when he or she will have opportunities to challenge them, exercise 

them, & finally learn from them. There seems to be series of learning about a child's 

environment from birth to adulthood that he or she has to go through. Mahmud (2011) 

further acknowledges this by saying that it is important to realize how a child is 

received, accepted, stimulated & appreciated in his environment & how he learns to 

feel about himself have a great influence on how he lives & grows into adulthood. 

All these positive experiences in a child's environment can be given by a warm 

community. For a child to grow up into a person who can contribute to the society 

means that he or she has to grow up and be integrated in such a society. Being 

segregated from the society as a child might mean that he will always remain 

segregated as an outcast or burden. This gave rise to the idea of 'child integration' 

which is the inclusion of children in a variety of daily activities of families and 

community. Paradise & Rogoff (2009) discusses that this kind of children's integration 

in family and community activities provides a learning environment as children are 

able to observe and pitch in as they feel they can. Therefore, such integration would 

allow the children to learn more, accept the community around him, and would to 

give back to the society in future. After a child is provided with the basic needs, and 
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then with the nurture of a family, the feeling of being integrated in a community or 

society makes it complete for the child to grow up as a fully functioning member of 

the society. 

Learning begins as soon as the child is born and he or she learns to sense. In this 

time through interaction and experience, a child begins to gather knowledge 

(CGECCD, 2013). However, it is also important that a child is given some form of 

education from others. Education in childhood is essential to the child's physical, 

emotional & social development. While the perception of education may vary, it is 

accepted that education is a broad aspect & is very important for the children, 

especially till the age of 8 (CGECCD, 2013). Even though the learning continues 

throughout a person's life, the learning capacity is most well demonstrated in these 

early childhood years. Just like parents' encouragement stimulates the children, 

education stimulates the children's mind in similar ways. With proper stimulation, the 

child goes through significant psychological developments that can enhance his or 

her emotional, social and intellectual capabilities (Bradley, 1998). The learning 

experience of children during development years guides how they see the world 

around them in future. However, it is not just the development in these years that 

education provides, it also provides the children with knowledge to live and support 

their lives in future. 

It is often forgotten that a major part of a child's education is indeed playing. In our 

context the concept of playing is even more fitting because playing combines both 

the aspect of community integration through social interaction and also the aspect of 

traditional education like learning how to read and write. Playing is the most effective 

way in which a child can learn. 
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threatening diseases. If they don't have access to healthcare, the children would 

suffer and may develop disabilities, and in the worst cases they may lose their lives 

because of these diseases. 

If the needs and wants of the children are not fulfilled properly, it can also give rise to 

psychological problems. Without the parents, family & feeling of being part of a 

community, a child will lose all the benefits of having those as discussed but also 

further develop problems like the inferiority complex. Childhood of every person is 

said to be the most important period of life, as the future life has great influence on it. 

Children from birth to age 12 are said to be highly sensitive to their surroundings & 

personality development occurs in this period. Being exposed to unwanted 

environment and deprivation in this time of life many have negative effects in behavior 

in their later life (Jalal, 2013). This also has the same implication as with the children 

with physical issues, because if the children are not mentally sound then they cannot 

perform their job properly to contribute to the society when they grow up. If the 

children are deprived of such needs it will also mean that they will not have the 

required knowledge, education or skillset to work in the society. 

Maslow (1954) in his theory of 'Hierarchy of Needs' further clarifies this aspect that 

the basic needs like physiological needs and feeling of safety are bases for children 

to have a healthy development. Fulfilling these base needs means that the children 

will feel a sense of belongingness to their environment and understand their roles. 

This will help them keep their self-esteem boosted and therefore have a proper 

understanding of own self as an adult to perform and contribute to the society. 
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Self
actualizatio 

Esteem 

Love/belonging 

Fig.2.2.2.a. The Hierarchy of Needs (Maslow, 1954) 

Disruption of needs and wants at base level of the pyramid would mean the higher 

attributes in the pyramid level will be difficult to be developed. Because of deprivation 

the children may have all these sorts of physical and psychological issues, along with 

the lack required knowledge. This means that they will not be able to work as 

functioning individuals in the society, and eventually become a burden. In worst 

cases, it may increase the rate of crimes and abuse in the society, and force the next 

generation into destitution as well creating a toxic cycle in the society. 

2.2.3 Hardships of the Destitute Children and Related Social Issues 

Most of the destitute children are forced to engage in different kinds of work because 

they have to support themselves. As per Barkat et. al (2009), about 7.4 million children 

are working across the country, which is one in every six children in Bangladesh. 

Majority of them acquire the resources needed to support life from begging and 

various types of dirty labour work that are rejected by the casual wage labour force 

(Chingtham, 2014). 
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Table 2. Economic profile oftbe street children 

Category No of Responderus Percetuage (N- 150) 

Doing any wod: now 

Yes 14 1 94.0 

No 9 6.0 

If yes. what typeojwork mainly engaged in 

Begging 28 18.7 

Sell nov.-ers & newspapers 20 13.3 

the rood Collect things from dustbin and sell 58 38.7 

Collect old papers and other things 32 2 1.3 

Others 12 &0 

How much did earn last week it! BDT 

100 18 12.0 

300 35 23.3 

400 65 43.3 

500 32 21.3 

How many hours respondem work on tlze 
street 

8-10 Hours 53 35.3 

10-12 Hours 97 64.7 

Wluu t)pe of beluwior passer. by shows to you 

Poorly 97 64.7 

Fairly 38 25.3 

well 15 10.0 

Average Working Hour in a Day (M) = I 0.62 

Average Daily Earning i n BDT (M) = 362 

*( I BOT= 0.0 13 USD) 

Fig.2.2.3.a. Economic Profile of the Street Children of Bangladesh (Subarna et. al, 2014) 

In Bangladesh, around 18.7% beg, 13.3% sell flower or newspapers, 60% are 'tokai' 

meaning they collect things from street or garbage and sell it elsewhere and the rest 

8% are involved in other professions. These children work for long works, on an 

average of 10.6 hours a day in dirty environments, but the income very low, an 

average of 362 BDT daily as child work is less valued. Moreover, people are mostly 

behaving poorly with these destitute children with about 76.7% of these children 

facing some sort of harrassment. {Subarna et. al, 2014). 

Of the 8% children who are involved in miscellaneous professions, many maybe 

related to crime and prostitution, or other similar professions where they are subject 
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to extreme abuse. About 41% of the destitute children have not heard about 

HIV/AIDS at all (Barkat et. al, 2009). And an astoundingly about 88% of these street 

children take some form of drug which is detrimental to their physical or mental well

being according to Subarna et. al (2014). Jalal (2013) adds to this issue by saying that 

these children are vulnerable to victimization, exploitation, & abuse of their civil & 

economic rights. These abuse & exploitation in turn lead to a corrupt society. 
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2.3 The Scope and Importance of Rehabilitation 

The American Heritage® Dictionary (2011) gives the meaning of the word 'rehabilitate' 

as "to restore to a good health and useful life, as through therapy and education". 

Therefore, rehabilitation can be explained as the process of helping an individual 

achieve the highest level of function, independence, and quality of life possible. 

However, rehabilitation does not reverse or undo damage caused by mental or 

physical trauma. 

2.3.1 The Effects of Rehabilitation 

The destitute children, due to deprivation of basic needs and abuse, many a times 

develop mental trauma or poor physical health and injuries. Jalal (2013) discusses 

about these destitute children being victims of physical and mental abuses, and 

exploitation to disgraceful and dangerous work. These along with the deprivation puts 

them in severe mental trauma. Rehabilitating them would mean that their 

psychological condition can be improved with the care in a community and proper 

nutrition with physical exercise would restore the children to optimal health, 

functioning and well-being. Once the basic needs of the children are fulfilled, the 

children can climb up the ladder of Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs (1954) where they 

can have satisfactory feeling about themselves. The children will suffer less from 

inferiority complex, and get their hopes of being a part of the society which will 

motivate them to work on their well-being and future. These children when grown up 

will want to give back to the society. As per Senelick (2012), rehabilitation is the key 
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to getting back to a functioning level where one can live happily and hopefully work 

to support themselves. 

Jalal (2013) further points this out that rehabilitating the children doesn't only give the 

children a better future, but will increase the employment in industries and other 

sectors. This will boost the overall economy of Bangladesh. Moreover, effective 

rehabilitation of these destitute children would mean that corrupt parties will not have 

any power to corrupt the society any more through children. Therefore, the unsocial 

activities will decrease like drug dealing, robbery, theft, prostitution, etc. 

2.3.2 Rehabilitation Centres: The Types and a Brief History 

Throughout histories, people who were crippled or socially unaccepted were put 

away from the society and into isolation. These people who were not able to 

contribute to the society or thought to be harming the society in some way were 

neglected and seen as a lost cause. 

The society didn't care to fix their mistakes or restore their lost abilities until around 

the mid 18th century {Clark, 2007). This was mainly a movement to help people with 

addiction. Therefore, the first rehabilitation centres were set up which were called 

'sober houses' where men lived collectively, away from the temptations of the world. 

This notion of rehabilitation was then also used to reform and correct criminal 

offenders rather than punish them and segregating them. Rehabilitation in a 

community rather than segregation seemed to be better at correcting the criminals. 

This idea of taking in people and giving them facilities to help themselves, all in a 

community setting was taken in by the medical sector. Soon, around the 1950's the 
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idea of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R) came into being which is 

believed to improve the conditions of people suffering physical trauma and injuries 

(Verville, 2009). This type of rehabilitation emphasized to restore and enhance the 

well-being of the patient through the use of medicines. 

Though the knowledge of physical therapy (PT) dates back to earlier times, it was 

around this period of late 1950s that physical therapy started to gain much 

appreciation and was taken as a tool to alleviate health conditions of people in 

rehabilitation centres (Kiinteberg, 1992). It was used with conventional rehabilitation 

medicines and became a method of primary treatment in the PM&R centres. 

Meanwhile, rehabilitation centres claiming to cure trauma and injuries solely by using 

PT sprouted up and gained much popularity. This was mostly the case with 

rehabilitation centres dealing with disabilities. 

After a few years, the idea of psychosocial rehabilitation came into being where the 

individuals with mental health problems were helped with community integration (Gill, 

Pratt, Barrett, and Roberts, 2006). Along with psychotherapy, special attention was 

put to supporting daily functioning and social interaction. 

Today the notion of rehabilitation centre is that of a place where people can go to 

restore their good condition, and try to enhance it along with operation and capacity 

(Jalal, 2013). 

2.3.3 Rehabilitation Centre for the Destitute Children 

As for the case of children, a mixture of the different types of rehabilitation procedure 

would be required, where their physical well-being can be restored through regular 



23 
 

PT and psychosocial development can occur by growing up as a member of a 

supportive community. However, rehabilitation of children is very different from adult 

rehabilitation. Camden, Tetreault and Swaine (201 0) stresses this point by saying that 

rehabilitation for children refers to all the services required to foster social 

participation of the children, and not solely to specialized interventions. This means 

that while an adult may be rehabilitated just fine through individual physical therapy, 

proper nutrition and care, a child will require much more interaction and social touch 

from the community around him or her. Also, growing children have more needs than 

adults and thus would require more attention and care. This calls for the need for 

more caretakers and staff that would be required for an adult rehabilitation of the 

same size. 

While a rehabilitation centre for the children is quite different from an adult 

rehabilitation centre, a rehabilitation centre for the destitute children requires some 

special consideration. It is important to realize that the children come from 

deprivation, and the foremost thing that they require is shelter and food. The next 

requirements for these destitute children is proper sanitation and clothing. While other 

rehabilitation centres would be focused on addressing special problems like 

addiction, crime or disability, rehabilitation centres for the destitute children would 

address more general issues like making sure of the basic needs and proper 

development of the children from thereon. Many a times these are the only 

requirements of a child to grow up as healthy and functioning individuals. (Chingtham, 

2014) 

After the basic needs are met, then they can be given the conventional rehabilitation 

procedures, if needed, like physical therapy through exercises in playfields and 
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psychosocial development by giving proper attention in an interactive community. It 

can also be seen as 'children home' where a child grows up having their needs and 

wants meet in a social environment, just like they would in a family. The idea of 

community-based care can be used here. In a community-based care, children are 

put in a family in the community and the guardians will provide individual care and 

nurture in the context of a family and community. Such guardians, are sometimes 

designated in such rehabilitation centres, who will have a few children they will be 

responsible for. 

But then, there can be special cases of illnesses or addiction in the children taken 

from the streets (Chingtham, 2014). These special cases have to be dealt separately 

but given all other facilities that the rest of the children are getting, which goes beyond 

the scope of 'children homes'. Therefore, rehabilitation centre for the destitute 

children has to restore a wide range of issues, considering at the same time the 

growth and development of the children. 

2.3.4 Vocational Rehabilitation: The Importance of Training 

In the year 2001, an organization in UK named Vocational Rehabilitation Association, 

UK (VRA) came up with the idea of 'Vocational Rehabilitation'. It is a process which 

helps people with various issues and obstacles to overcome barriers to accessing, 

maintaining and returning to useful occupations in the society ("Vocational 

Rehabilitation Association, UK", 2001 ). This means that along the same time a person 

is being treated for trauma, this kind of rehabilitation also prepares the person so that 

he or she can perform as contributing members of the society. 
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The rehabilitation of destitute children is further strengthen by embracing this modern 

concept of vocational rehabilitation. Because, this is nothing but proper vocational 

training given in a rehabilitation centre, and this concept has been there for long time. 

This is most important in the case of a child rehabilitation centre because the child 

will grow up to be an adult someday and cannot remain in the centre. Therefore, it is 

only logical that the child is given some kind of training in the years while he is in the 

rehabilitation centre so that he or she can perform in the society outside when the 

child matures. Subarna et. al (2014) recommends such ventures where the destitute 

children would be given education and vocational training along with the shelter 

during nights. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) can be defined as a link between primary 

vocational training and further education within a structure of lifelong learning 

(Rauner, 2008). Vocational Education can called be as technical education because 

it teaches people practical work that can be readily used in the field. Vocational 

Education and Training (VET) aims to equip people with knowledge, know-how, skills 

and/or competences required in particular occupations or more broadly on the labour 

market ("Terminology of European Education and Training Policy", 2014). It is, 

therefore, an essentially non-formal education but has a particular application in the 

practical field. Jalal (2013) discusses about the vocational training of the WEMA 

Center by saying that the program equips the youth with basic literacy and livelihood 

skills ranging from tailoring and dress making, cookery to computer skill. The program 

helps the young people to explore opportunities for employment or setting up their 

own small business. The benefits of vocational training are quite a handful. According 

to Lettmayr & Riihimaki (2011) vocational training can help both the individual and the 
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country, and both economically and socially. The economic benefits at individual level 

can be earnings and career development. The social benefits for the individual would 

be satisfaction and motivation. On a larger scale, it can boost economic growth, 

reduce crime and increase social cohesion. 

Economic benefits 

Economic growth 

labour -mar1<.et outcomes 

F~rms' performance 

Employees' productivity 

Employment opportunities 

Earnings 

Professtonal status/ 
career development 

Social benefits 

Cnme reduction 

Social cohesiOn 

Healtll 

lntergenerational benefits 

Inclusion disadvantaged 
groups 

Ufe satisfaction 

IndiVidual motivation 

Fig.2.3.4.a. Benefits of Vocational Education ancl Training (Lettmayr an:::l Riillimaki, 2011) 

According to Ahmed and Khan (2014), the unemployment of rate of Bangladesh is 

4.5% & under-employment rate 20.3%. Considering the rates and population of 

destitute children, the situation can go either ways. With negligence of these children, 

the situation will not improve but become even worse. But with proper rehabilitation 

and training, these children can change the situation of current unemployment and 

start the blowing the winds of change. 
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3 SITE AND CONTEXT ANALYSIS 

LANDMARKS 
REHABILITATION & TRAINING CENTRE 
FOR THE DESTITUTE CHILDREN 

... 
Konabari Reshom 

Po IIi 

... 
MEHArif 
College ... 

NKTC Factory 

d)Wi);l~ 
llli~dWiJ@]!)~ 

Fig.3.a. Aerial View of Site with Nearby Landmarks (Google Earth , 2016) 

Location: Konabari, Gazipur 

Site Area: 9.4 Acres 

3.1 General Overview of the Area 

Gazipur is a district which is about 2 hours drive from Dhaka City. Being in the city 

side, it has seen much development and migration lately. Konabari is a region which 

falls in the middle along the Dhaka-Tangail Highway. Much of the development in 

Gazipur is related to industries and it is the same case with Konabari. It has become 
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an area of high industrial activity. A lot of factories like garments, food, metal and 

pharmaceuticals have grown in this region. The trend is on the uprise, more and more 

factories are being set up in the region. Around these factories are some residential 

areas where the factory workers and working class lives. In such an industrial and 

busy area sits the current site for the Rehabilitation & Training Centre for the Destitute 

Children. 
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3.3 Site Surroundings 

3.3.1 Road Networks and Public Density 

Fig.3.3.1.a. Traffic Condition in Main Highway 
(Author) 

• Secondary Path 

• Primary Path 

PATHS 

Fig.3.3.1.b Light Settlements around Site Perimeter 
(Author) 

Fig.3.3.1.c. Paths (Author) 

The primary path around the site would be the Dhaka-Tangaii-Jamalpur highway 

which is around 60 feet wide. The traffic condition in this road is terrible, always 

congested with high traffic day and night. Therefore, the traffic movement is very slow 

and most times completely stuck. There are a few secondary paths, one which goes 
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into the side, and others in close vicinity to the site. These paths leads to some small 

residential zones in which there are narrow alleyways serving as tertiary paths. 

Some paths when analyzed are seen to halt abruptly and suggests that it would be 

more convenient if those paths could be connected to the road network. One such 

path is the one which goes into the site and could be connected to the network of 

paths that are on the east side of the site, i.e. the residential zone. 

POSSIBLE PATH CONNECTION 

Fig.3.3.1.d. Possible Path Connection to Site (Author) 

This would mean a better connection to the site and easier flow through the path 

networks as a whole. Another possibility could be a secondary access to the site from 

the main highway. This would create a loop of path inside the site meaning vehicles 

can entry and exit easily. There could be another connection to the site on the west 

side where a mosque stands. This connection would allow the children to access the 

mosque easily. 
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• 

PUBLIC DENSITY 

Fig.3.3.1.e. Public Density (Author) 

When the paths are further analyzed and also compared with the public density map, 

some places appear where there are possibilities of nodes. 

POSSIBLE NODES 

Fig.3.3.1.f. Possible Nodes after Connection (Author) 
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This is however only true if the new connections to the paths can be made. The area 

is very busy and boring, and might be made lively through the gatherings that would 

happen in a node. 

Even though it is not possible to create a path or a node, the possibility that it might 

happen can be given the opportunity by making way through some boundary walls. 

3.3.2 Surrounding Building Types and Height 

• 
Industrial 

• Institut ional 

• Religious 

• Res1dent ial 

• Commercial 

BUILDING TYPES 

Fig.3.3.2.a. Building Types (Author) 

The site is surrounded by many different types of buildings but mostly factories. 

These factories are mostly on the west and south of the site. These factories create 

huge industrial wastes which are highly toxic. It is these factories that go over 5 

storeys high in many cases. There is a new factory that sprouted up on the south 

western side just brushing on the site's boundary wall which is 10 storey high. There 

is also a mosque along the western side of the side. On the north western side are a 

few residential houses and mostly open fields. The eastern side is mostly a residential 
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zone which houses the industry workers of the area. Their existence are temporary 

as most of these structures are light mostly of tin and not so big, and the residents 

are not the original owners of the place, just living there by paying rent. However just 

on the north eastern side is the 'Kishori Unnayan Kendra' which is a similar sort of 

organization. 

.. 
1 storey 

2 storey 

4-3 storey 

• 5-6 storey 

• 10 storey 

~-.•• ~ -. -.•• 
--

BUILDING HEIGHTS 

I 

• 
- r"' ·-... .. . ... 

// ~ .. - .. . -· \5' .. 
• •• 

11111JI 

Fig.3.3.2.b. Building Heights (Author) 

Fig.3.3.2.c. 1 0 storied factory just against the wall of the site (Author) 
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The big factory building on the south west end of the site requires a buffer space so 

that the it seems that it is a bit away and not just rose up against the edge of the site. 

This buffer can be created by some big thick landscape of trees keeping away the 

unwanted noise and sight of the factory to some extent. Another building of 

importance would be the mosque on the south side. The mosque can be invited and 

given respect by making it more visible creating a platform infront of it inside the site. 

This would work with the earlier idea of introduction of a new connection to the site 

from this mosque's side. 
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4 CASE STUDIES 

The case studies for this project are selected on the basis of similarity of programs & 

the context. Even though there are quite a few child rehabilitation centers around the 

globe, the program & policy of such centers are sometimes vastly different from this 

project. Therefore, projects where the programs match & the context similar are 

chosen even though if they are not child rehabilitation centers. The studies range from 

orphanages, children homes to training institutes. Some of them are studied because 

of their spatial arrangement, while some are seen because of their strong policies that 

effectively benefit the children. 

4.1 SOS Children's Village & High School, Bogra 

Location: Bogra, Bangladesh Architect: Raziul Ahsan Site Area: - 5 acres 

Fig.4.1.a. Views of School and Around, with Amphitheatre, Gazebos, Ramps, etc. (www.archnet.com) 

SOS Children's Villages was established in Bangladesh shortly after the liberation war 

& started to support children struggling with poverty with basic needs & training. Such 

http://www.archnet.com/
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a children's village is the one in Bogra which was set up in 1995. The children's home 

comprises of ten family homes, an administration building, a community house, 

faculty residences, a primary school, and a secondary school. The school has 7 

primary classrooms & 12 secondary classrooms with a total capacity of 1 00 children. 

Fig.4.1.b. Family Houses with Courtyard 

(vvww .arc:hnflt.r.om) 

Fig.4.1.c. Family Houses Backyard 

(www.archnet .coml 

Each family house accommodate 1 0 children and a mother, who is responsible for 

looking after the needs and wants of those 10 children. Moreover, the children's 

village offers health counseling and training facilities. 

After entry to the site comes the guard's barrack, the village director's residence, the 

elementary school block and the community house. These are all more public 

functions and arranged in a cluster. This defines the zoning the site separating the 

administration and residential zones, and thus creating privacy. The residential zone 

with the family houses are clustered in the south western part of the site. The family 

houses are clustered around a central courtyard which provides access to these 

houses. These houses are in different height levels with steps leading to each of them. 

The family houses have back terraces which provides a point of gathering and 

relaxation when the children are inside the houses. 

http://www.archnet.com/
http://www.archnet.com/
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Fig.4.1.d. Amphitheatre 

!www. archnet.com l 

Fig.4.1 .e. Secondary School Corridor 

lwww.archnet.com) 

The material of the building is kept to the traditional red brick walls and structure with 

green corrugated sheet roofs. The buildings in the site are not over 2 storey tall and 

shows the sensitiveness towards the surroundings and the psyche of the children. 

Such welcoming structures along with the lush green landscapes provides the 

children with a serene and calm environment where they can grow up healthily. The 

holistic planning of the project is such that there is spontaneity and playfulness, and 

at the same time there is simplicity and peace. 

Fig.4.1.f. Outdoor Circulation (Jalal, 2013) 

http://www.archnet.com/
http://www.archnet.com/
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Fig.4.1.g. Relationship between zones (Jalal, 2013) 
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4.2 Orphanage at Ramu 

Location: Ramu, Chittagong Architect: Charles Boccara Area: -3 Acres 

The project is on a small site area considering the children and their activities that 

requires wide open spaces to run and play around. However, the execution of the 

project created tranquil yet playful spaces amidst the nature. The site topography is 

flat, & the lush green landscapes surrounds the building as if it is a part of the nature 

itself. The roofs are flat and allows ample amount of sunlight inside the interiors that 

creates a bright and uplifting atmosphere. 

The pedestrians are well connected with functions from all 

the structures. This provides proper access to all the 

functions from any point of the site. The circulation also does 

the job of zoning and defines particular spaces. The 

connection and relationship between the interior and 

exterior is the very profound and gives life to the project. 

There is access behind the buildings too, so children and go 

around and play freely. 

There is courtyard in front of the building 

and space behind the building which 

provides wide natural vistas in both 

directions. There are also pocket spaces 

in the outdoors for social gathering. There 

Fig.4.2.a. Backyard 

(T ahseen, 201 2) 

is also a small playground for sports. 
Fig.4.2.b. Indoor-Outdoor Relationship 

(Tahseen, 2012) 
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Fig.4.2.c. Building & Playground 
(T ahseen, 201 2) 

Along with good indoor-outdoor 

relationship & transitions, the project also 

boasts good hierarchy of spaces, 

separating the public & semi-public spaces 

from private spaces. The spaces are also 

arranged with keeping in the mind the 

institutional spaces and informal spaces where the children can play. The 

arrangement is such that the both are separated but easily accessed from one 

another. 

Fig.4.2.d. Classrooms, Good ventilation and Natural Lighting (Tahseen, 2012) 

The project also considers the climate and ensures proper cross ventilation and wind 

flow. This is especially highlighted in the classrooms where there is also great 

provision of natural lighting that is achieved by orienting the building correctly. The 

buildings are made of bricks and structural walls which blends with the green nature 

around it. The use of such material is also economically feasible for such type of 

projects. 
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4.3 Children's Nursing Home, Tsukuba 

Location: Tsukuba, Japan 

Fig.4.3.a. Playground Around Dorm 

(www.archdaily.com) 

Architect: K+S Architects Area: -2 Acres 

~ 

~:__;:,_:.-

~~~~~ ~-. 
Fig.4.3.b. View from Road 

(www .archdaily.coml 

The children's nursing home is built in the forest and the field in the Tsukuba city. 40 

children live in these houses in the great nature (K+S Architects, 2014). The whole 

plan is composed of multiple units according to function, namely the group living 

units, the office and communication unit, and the training unit. All of these units are 

placed such that it creates a central courtyard that also acts as the play area for the 

children. Children inside are also able to watch the life and activity of the children 

through this courtyard. 

-
I 

--

ul = . r:- tr=l 
~ 

I 

- I 

I 

-

2ndFioorPlan ~ 

Fig.4.3.c. Plan Showing the Different Units in Site 
(www.archdaily.com) 

Fig.4.3.d. Bedroom Facades 
(www .archdaily.coml 

http://www.archdaily.com/
http://www.archdaily.com/
http://www.archdaily.com/
http://www.archdaily.com/
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As the organization didn't provide a detailed list of program for the project. Therefore, 

it provides freedom & flexibility to produce a list of functions are most effective in 

creating a successful rehabilitation center for the destitute children. The case studies 

are taken as a reference to develop a detailed list of functions that would be suitable 

for a project of this kind. 
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5.2.8 Consideration for Circulation 

The total of all these areas come out to be 72,115 sqf. 

This is however without considering circulation spaces. Considering circulation space 

of 30%, the grand total area of this project would be about 93,750 sqf. 
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6 CONCEPT AND DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 

6.1 Introduction 

A destitute child will seemingly be lacking the basic necessities of life. In this context, 

the target group of this organization is the children who roam around the streets 

seeking help from others to support their life. They somewhat manage to get by their 

lives by getting help from the well-off citizens of the society. However, even though 

they are able to somehow support their life, they would still lack proper access to the 

basic necessities of life as outlined by the International Labour Organization (ILO). 

shelter healthcare 

[l] education 

food 

Fig.6.1.a. The Basic Needs of Life (ILO, 1976) 
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It is evident that a destitute child is in need of proper basic necessities of life. But as 

discussed, they manage to get by and there are greater pressing issues that endanger 

these children's lives. Because they have to support their lives, they choose any 

means available that will help them sustain. In many cases, they get involved in crime 

& are subject to abuse which puts their lives at high risk & blur their future dark. 

degrading health 

loss of potential 

Fig.6.1.b. Risk Factors Associated with the Activities of Destitute Children in Bangladesh 

(Author) 
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6.2 Conceptualization 

Spending time and getting to know these free roaming children of the streets about 

how they lead their lives, new perspectives open as how to approach a project with 

them in mind. Along with these new dimensions, some thoughts & realizations began 

to grow. 

6.2.1 Self Realization 

It became more fathomable to believe, by spending time with them, that these 

children even though in need of support from others are immensely capable of 

changing their situation & also of others around them. They cherish the freedom they 

have which allows them to have vast amount of experience in very small time. They 

learn the fundamentals of surviving in harsh conditions, and in many cases are much 

smarter than the average child of the same age. Therefore, the problem solving 

approach of removing destitution started to became secondary, while thoughts about 

how to use this great potential of theirs began to take shape. 

1 -r 
~ 

• ) • ) • freedom experience POTENTIAL 

Fig.6.2.1.a. Immense Potential of the Free Children (Author) 

It also came to realization that a child even though doesn't have parents to take care 

after them is not alone. They have at least someone who acts as their guardian and 
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the child is also influenced by everyone and the society surrounding them. Therefore, 

it is important that this influence is more positive than something undesirable. 

t ' 

Fig.6.2.1.b. A Child is Not Alone (Author) 

6.2.2 Realization to Conceptualization 

Fig.6.2.2.a. The 3 building blocks for utilizing the potential of the Free Children (Author) 
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From realizing their potential and issues hindering it, some key points developed that 

could be the foundation blocks for this project. The feeling of being in a family, a 

supportive community and surroundings, and proper training are what these children 

require to dig up their potential. Therefore, along with fulfilling the basic needs, these 

issues are taken as the main concept to start with the project. 

From here, design development started keeping the concept, context and function in 

mind. The development occurred in 2 phases. Firstly, in macro scale considering the 

urban surroundings and creation of spaces in site from a broader point of view. The 

development occurred in generating the form typology and creation of spaces in and 

around those buildings. 
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6.3 Design Development First Phase 

The site and contextual analysis was juxtaposed with the conceptual ideas which 

gave rise to considering the urban elements around the site and integrating them. 

This is turn helped to form ideas about how to create spaces inside the site from a 

broader perspective. 

6.3.1 Using Contextual Analysis 

The site is given direct connection to the mosque on the west side of the site. It is 

also connected with the Girls' Training Institute on the north eastern side of the site 

which also forms a new path connecting the site with the residential area of the east 

side. 

Fig.6.3.1.a. Connecting the Site w ith the Mosque & Kishori Unnayan Kendra (Author) 
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6.3.2 Formation of Spaces in Site 

The spaces inside the site was arranged in hierarchy according to the activities of the 

children and also considering the public access from the surroundings. There would 

be breakout spaces in between buildings, and these spaces will be connected to 

secondary bigger play space which will be accessible to children from other buildings 

inside in the site. This secondary play space will be connected to an even bigger play 

field which can also be publicly accessible. Such hierarchies of spaces will allow the 

diverse activities of children of multiple age groups, promote individual and group 

activities, and also allow mixing of the children in this center with other children from 

the surroundings who will come to play in the field. 

+--- form 

secondary 
playground 

play field 
open to public 

Fig.6.3.2.a. Hierarchy of Spaces (Author) 

This idea of hierarchy of spaces was added with the idea of integrating with the site 

surroundings. When both these ideas overlapped, the zoning inside the site started 

to form considering the program and the type of urban fabric around the site. 
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The mosque on the western side and the Girl's Training Institute on east side of the 

site was given direct connection to the site. The mosque is important for such children 

and the Girl 's Training Center can be integrated with the training center in the site. 

The forms were then dispersed in the site considering this urban context and also the 

considering the program that was developed. The dispersion also took into account 

the idea of hierarchy of spaces as discussed before. Thus, zoning of functions inside 

the site was formed roughly, which would be complete when the forms are generated. 
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6.4 Design Development Second Phase 

After ideas about connection and spaces in the site were developed, spaces in and 

using the building masses were thought about. The typology of forms were 

developed, then form generated and thus spaces created in and around the forms. 

6.4.1 Form Generation and Typology 

The form was generated with children in mind & their variety of activities. The forms 

were not imposing but humble, broken down so that a child never feels trapped but 

can run around freely through the buildings to other places ensuring permeability. 

~., ....... 

Fig.6.4.1.a. Breaking of a Chunky Form to Create Smaller Forms and Permeability (Author) 
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Fig.6.4.1.b. Connecting Forms Using Bridges & Creation of Spaces with Variety (Author) 

When two of these forms were connected, they were connected by bridges which 

were permeable and formed spaces on either side of the bridge. One of these spaces 

would be connected to a bigger space according to the concept of hierarchy of 

spaces, while the other space would be intimate and cozy surrounded by vegetation. 

6.4.2 Plan Development and Zoning 

While the rough zoning and form typology were decided upon, definitive decision on 

the final masterplan came through multiple trial and errors. 

~ 

Fig.6.4.2.a. Development in Plan (Author) 
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Fig.6.4.2.b. Zoning in the Site (Author) 
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6.5 Design Drawings 
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Fig.6.5.a. Ground Floor Plan, not to scale (Author) 
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Fig.6.5.b. First Floor Plan, not to scale (Author) 
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Fig.6.5.c. Second Floor Plan, not to scale (Author) 
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6.6 Rendered Perspectives 

Fig.6.6.a. View towards Female Dorm Cluster from Secondary Play Space (Author) 

Fig.6.6.b. View from the Mosque towards Gach To/a and Dormitory Facilities (Author) 
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6. 7 Model Images 
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CONCLUSION 

The journey from the inception project to the finish had been a fabulous one. The 

children who roam about the streets of the cities hold much more than what they 

show. This self-realization that these children are highly potent than needy is 

considered to be the core learning from this project. More time was spent knowing 

them and collecting information about their lives than just designing the centre, which 

grew naturally as time progressed out of conscience. The design emerged as a 

standard rehabilitation centre for such children which may be used as a prototype to 

shelter and train such children throughout the country. The approach and 

implementation was simple, but well-thought, based upon the learning gained from 

the children themselves. After all, architecture belongs to its users. 
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