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Abstract

To accomplish my under graduate program, I had to do my internship in any print or 

visual media. So, remaining with my concentration, I preferred to join in a news paper. I 

joined in the Editorial department of The Daily Star as an intern on 15th May, 2014 and 

worked for three months till 15th August, 2014. During this time of my internship I observed 

the ins and outs works of The Daily Star department involved with writing and editing 

articles. Editorial department mainly deals with two pages; ‘Editorials’ and ‘Op-ed’. As I 

worked in the editorial department, I have learnt the process of editing and other works 

related to it. Thus, this internship report mainly focuses on the process of editing articles and 

techniques and troubles related to this work which I have gone through during this internship. 

I have divided this paper into three major chapters. First chapter will take a look at the 

history of The Daily Star and how it became a name. The second chapter focuses on the value 

of news and the power of mass media in the age of globalization. The chapter continues by 

attaching my experience during the time of my internship at The Daily Star. The third chapter 

will then look at the process of editing from my experience. 

Overall, this report will shed light on things that I have learnt through trial and error 

and by the guidance of the editorial board at The Daily Star.  I hope this paper will be a help 

to the new interns who wish to embark on their internship life. This paper should also be 

beneficial to the study of journalism and the work editing. 
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Chapter One

1.1 Introduction

To be a journalist was like a dream come true for me. As a part of my course work for 

the B.A. (Hons) in English in “Media & Culture Studies” concentration, I was required to 

undertake my internship in any print or visual media organization. I always wondered where 

to, and how best I could nurse my thoughts and ideas. As I was soon to finish my formal 

education and embark on real life work atmosphere, I was hoping to get a platform where I 

could combine both my interest and my skill of writing into doing something more 

meaningful. “Media and Cultural Studies” in the department of English and Humanities, 

BRAC University, comes with such great opportunities. Under this concentration, students

are required to take an internship at any field relevant to their interest and expertise. This

works as a great initiation to the professional world. So, as a part of it I started my internship 

at the renowned Bangladeshi English newspaper The Daily Star. I started working as an 

intern on the May of this year and I worked for twelve weeks in the editorial department of 

The Daily Star. This was truly a rewarding journey for me as I had closely observed this great 

news mechanism and also worked as an active member of it. This internship also gave me an

opportunity of applying my thoughts and academic knowledge in a way more organized. 

To reflect on my interest on pursuing a career in mass media like Newspapers, I am 

tempted to quote  Thomas Jefferson1 who said, “ Were it left to me to decide if we should have a 

government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a 

moment to prefer the latter”(119). Jefferson who has had written extensively and talked on 

Modern, democratic society and its politics, considered newspaper as an alternative to 

                                                            
1 Jefferson is principal author of the Declaration of Independence (1776), and the third President of the United 
States (1801–1809).  He was a spokesman of democracy and has written about the role of mass media in the 
democratic nations. 
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governments.  It’s simply because while governments sometimes work towards controlling 

thoughts and suppressing public opinion, newspapers open the world to the public 

knowledge, helping them into perceiving things in a more clear light. We are living in an age 

of spectacle where print media greatly influences our thoughts, ideas and even opinions. But 

most importantly it represents a great platform where opinions, facts and news are put 

together for the greater mass consensus. Perhaps it is not wrong to say that newspapers have 

led governments to power and off the power and have worked as the force behind many 

changes and revolutions.

Print and mass media are inseparable from modern societies and their proper 

functioning and the thought to be an active part of mass media was always fascinating to me.

But I was more into journalism than any other form of mass media as it has a traditional value 

to it. Even though we have moved onto E newspapers and parade of television channels, print 

journalism is irreplaceable.  Journalism is an integral part of mass media and “Journalism is 

[also] a form of writing that tells people about things that really happened, but that they might

not have known about already” (Niles 2).  So, the people who articulate their thoughts and 

idea, spread information and experiences to the people through any kind of media are known 

as journalist. The most important characteristic of a journalist is they can influence, make or 

break and form how people think. They also have to read and need to find out as much as 

they can about the world around them. In the world of globalization, the news industry has 

become increasingly competitive and journalists must strive for perfection and uniqueness to 

stand out and survive.   

As to my part, my interest to take journalism began during my studies in “Media and 

Cultural Studies”. The more we delved deep into the dynamics of cultural, political and social 

aspects of media and how it represents our lives and shapes it, I was fascinated to find out 

more and perhaps to be a part of it someday.  My interest in writing also played a role behind 



Masud 3

my choice of concentration as I knew I could blend my ability with interest. As my interest

was to do my internship at The Daily Star, I dropped my CV there, then they called me for an 

interview and finally I got selected to do my internship at The Daily Star and the exciting 

phase of my life as an intern began.

To begin with, working as an intern was really a breakthrough as it offered a break for 

academic life and to taste the real working experience. Though I had read about the process 

of news productions, the writing phases and strategies related to journalism for my course 

works, especially in ENG331 Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice, ENG333 Globalization 

and Media, ENG401 Writing for Print Media intensively but this was my first chance to see 

and experience how news papers actually work. I found that the working of a newspaper is 

very detailed and it takes a lot of effort to put news to the readers. I wanted to learn the ins 

and outs of writing, and I realized that the most appropriate post for me would be that of an 

internee editor in a newspaper. It has been a great opportunity for me to work in the 

“Editorial” department in The Daily Star as an intern as I have evolved into a better writer, 

editor and a journalist. I have gathered a lot of experiences during this time. As I worked in 

the Editorial department of The Daily Star, this paper will focus on the process of filtering

news in editorial department and also my experiences of being involved with such a great 

work force. 

1.2 A looking back on the journey of The Daily Star: A brief history   

The Daily Star is one of the leading English news papers in Bangladesh. While 

working there, I came to know about some basics things about this newspaper. The Daily Star

established its place in the media scene of Bangladesh on January 14, 1991. It started its 

journey with a sense of challenge and a feeling of modesty to serve this nation as a truly 

independent newspaper. The motto of this newspaper is,“Committed to PEOPLE’S RIGHT 

TO KNOW”. The newspaper is run by Board of Directors comprising six members. There are 



two chief reporters in The Daily Star

specials affairs. The chief reporter is responsible for 

the key unit of the newspaper. He assigns reporters for covering events and writing special 

reports and receives reports from the correspondents working across the country. After 

getting the reports, he forwards those 

This is the logo 

The Daily Star concentrates on improving inter

The newspaper offers a very healthy working environment to its staff as it thinks a good 

working environment is must for better output. 

earnestness and responsibility to serve the nation the way it is bound by its norms and values.

From the website of The Daily Star

newspaper played an important role to solve those to stop people’s sufferings. As it remains 

alert of its social duties, it often arranges roundtables, seminars and discussions on the issues. 

It also works closely with the civil society for. 

competitions at school and college

fields to promote young generation. 

The Daily Star, one responsible for current affairs and the o

specials affairs. The chief reporter is responsible for supervising the whole reporting team, 

the key unit of the newspaper. He assigns reporters for covering events and writing special 

reports and receives reports from the correspondents working across the country. After 

getting the reports, he forwards those to the news editors.

This is the logo the Daily Star

concentrates on improving inter-personal relationship among its staffs. 

The newspaper offers a very healthy working environment to its staff as it thinks a good 

working environment is must for better output. The Daily Star always maintains maximum 

ness and responsibility to serve the nation the way it is bound by its norms and values.

The Daily Star, I came to know that, during different national crises, the 

newspaper played an important role to solve those to stop people’s sufferings. As it remains 

often arranges roundtables, seminars and discussions on the issues. 

the civil society for. The Daily Star organizes debates and different 

competitions at school and college-levels and awards those who show excellence in different 

fields to promote young generation. 
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      Cover page of showbiz

Cover Page of Shout

There are a few numbers of magazines and supplements; like- ‘The Star

weekly magazine published on ever Friday. Then, ‘Life style’ which is a fashion magazine 

published on every Tuesday. After that, ‘Star Showbiz’ which is a weekly entertainment 

tabloid, focused on local international movie, music. Except these, many more magazines and 
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The Star’ which is a 

which is a fashion magazine 

is a weekly entertainment 

more magazines and 



supplements are published in regular basis.

magazines but also it publishes books.

           Cover page of 

     

          Cover page of one of the books of 

There are a number of segments allocated in different pages of 

carries different types of news. For instance

regular basis. Moreover, Daily Star not only publishes different 

magazines but also it publishes books.

Cover page of “Star Magazine”

Cover page of one of the books of The Daily Star

There are a number of segments allocated in different pages of The Daily Star

carries different types of news. For instance-
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not only publishes different 

The Daily Star which 
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1 Front page

2 Back page

3 City country

4 World

5 Business

6 Book review

7 Entertainment

8 Bytes

9 Wide angle

10 Science and Life

11 Op-ed and Editorial

          Page distribution of print version of The Daily Star

Different segments have different target readership. As The Daily Star targets a wide 

range of people, it focuses on different aspects of life. The front page of this paper focuses on 

the latest and most important news which grabs the attention of the readers of all age but 

specially the adults. The business page is useful to the people involved with trade and 

commerce whereas the young generation mostly read the entertainment pages. Pages like 

“Science and Life” attract the people who are interested in this genre. Thus, day by day Daily 

Star has increased the number of the readers and popularity among people. It’s simply 

because it can offer things of interest and use. Moreover, Daily Star also has online version.

People need not to buy this paper everyday for reading.  They can easily access the e versions 

and read the news.

The Daily Star has carried on the long-term responsibility to build up public opinion 

on how the democratic system should work and how to sustain and nurture democratic 
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practice of various opinion and tolerance effectively. It promotes law, human rights, gender 

issues, national interests, press freedom, transparency and accountability of people in the 

administration and government. To conclude, it can be said that, The Daily Star now stands 

as the most widely moved and respected English newspaper of Bangladesh, largely gratified

its reputation to its vast readership of mass consumers.
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Chapter Two

Working at The Daily Star: My experience

In this chapter, I will talk about the value of news and mass media in the age of 

globalization. However, second part of this chapter will share my experiences of learning to 

edit news and being involved in the process of news making in the light of my internship at 

the Daily Star. 

2.1 Globalization and the value of news  

To assess the value of newspaper and journalism in modern societies, first we need to 

have a clear idea of news dispersion or how news is collected, organized and put through. 

Hicks Wynford in his article "Writing News" says to be news, it must be factual, new and 

interesting to the people (10). It’s very important to have the ability to understand how a 

simple story or incident turns into important news for the readers. It happens as the readers 

are most interested in events and issues which affect them directly because news is essentially 

about people. Jackie Harrison in the book The Concept of News: Assumptions and Analysis

says that ― “News is an orientation towards truth through truthful accounts of contemporary 

events” (5). In that sense, it can be said that, the importance of news depends on the demand 

of the people. 

The world today is much smaller than what it originally was. It is mostly due to the 

development of communication methods and skills. Because of the rapid growth of 

technology and increased education, the modern world has a better readership. Today’s world 

is smaller and much interconnected with the blessings of internet and newspapers. Different 

parts of the globe have come nearer today because of the availability of newspaper and its 

transmission. Newspapers have assumed the role of opinion builder for a long time. They can 
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influence and to some extent create what we call the public consensus. Nationalism, fractions, 

global awareness or dispute it all starts with newspapers now. Last but not the least; it is also 

important as it documents and preserves the history of a nation. The history of human 

societies proves that every event has its own significance with respect to the time in which it 

has occurred. These communication skills have the unique characteristic of contributing so 

much to the development of society that no other single area of human activity or mechanism 

can put off in an equal manner. Newspapers form the major means of vehicle of these 

communication systems which have helped the society change for better, over the years. 

‘Media Control’ an article of Chomsky where he mentioned that, “Public relation is a huge 

industry” (22). It is through the Newspapers, the policies and action of the government are 

conveyed to the people and in turn people give opinion and criticize them. The relationship 

between public and government is very important. If the people do not give optimistic

responses, it becomes a trouble for a newspaper to published positive news about them. In 

this way, Newspapers are a chain of action and reaction. Newspapers educate us against 

social evils. Thus, they help in reforming society. Newspapers not only educate and enlighten 

the mass; they also initiate the practice of tolerance by publishing comments, criticism and 

review on various branches of knowledge. 

A life without newspapers is hence a life unbelievable and incredibly hard in the 

modern life. Have we not this organism with such functionality, our lives will be reduced to a 

pre medieval times, reducing life to a simple subsistence. The newspaper is the stronger 

means of effecting the hearts and judgment of people which would otherwise remain largely 

disconnected. Newspapers and news reporting have changed a lot from time to time. From 

size, shapes, colors to categories, concept to situation media has gone through intense 

transformation over the past decades. News always keeps us up-to-date about the whole 

world which is also considered as globalization. It mirrors the status of society. News is a part 
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of communication that keeps us informed of the changing events, issues, and characters in the 

world outside. Journalism is the art of dissemination of news.  The purpose of journalism is to 

provide citizens with the information they need to make the best possible decisions about 

their lives, their communities, their societies, and their governments. It plays a very important 

role of newspaper. Newspapers not only educate and enlighten public opinion but they also 

play a role of educator by publishing comments, criticism and review on various branches of 

knowledge. 

2.2 Working at The Daily Star: My experience

Editorial sector of The Daily Star is a very strong department. This department is 

mainly governed by 6 members. I found news paper writing is very different from academic 

writings but somehow academic stuff was always helping me at my work. I had done many 

courses which were helping me to use and understand many techniques. As a part of my 

courses, I wrote many reports but those were totally different from practical work. However, 

I was trying to combine my academic knowledge to do well in my practical work.

At the beginning, I started my work by learning the process of editing. Besides, I 

learnt how to use the expertise for my work. Basically, my work was to edit articles; 

especially for two editorial pages. First page is op-ed2 and other one is editorial. The op-ed is 

usually longer than a regular letter to the editor. It is often written by a subject matter expert.

Then, the editors of the newspaper receive and publish that write up in their newspaper after 

editing. The page which contains this kind of articles is called op-ed page. Next one is 

editorial, usually a brief article written by an editor that expresses a newspaper's or publishing 

house's own views and policies on a current issue. If written by an outsider3 it normally 

                                                            
2 Op-ed is an opinion piece which is written by a subject expert.
3 The person who is neither an employee nor a regular writer of the newspaper but sending his/her opinion for 
the newspaper is known as an outsider..
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carries objection or opinion about an issue which has already published. Most of the 

newspaper has some in house4 writers for this page. However, an editor’s job is to approve 

copy when it comes in and to make decisions about what is published in the newspaper. The 

editors also prepare and improve the work of other people. They correct grammar errors and 

level out organizational issues. They write headlines and make sure the article is maintaining 

all the rules and regulations accordingly.

For Daily Star it is important to find out the news value factors based on news value 

factors, like- timeliness, consequences, prominence and proximity. Timeliness means the 

importance of publishing news in time. Consequence means the effect of the news. 

Prominence is the appropriate news based on occasion and proximity means the importance 

of news based on place. Moreover, there is always word limitation and space restriction to

place an article. So, it is a kind of challenge for an editor to edit the article based on the 

required things of the newspaper. The Daily Star also has some symbolic functions. While 

editing an article, editors need to keep these functions in their mind and need to correct them 

according to the signs.

Working in the editorial section, I learned how to relate my courses with the work I was 

doing. Courses like ‘Writing for the Print Media’, ‘Editing for Print Media’, ‘Translation 

Studies’ and ‘Globalization and Media’ helped ground my understanding of news, especially 

editorials and op-ed in my case. I enjoyed applying everything I learned from my courses in my 

workplace. . However, eventually my work was becoming challenging and I had finally learnt 

how to edit articles and my interest grew as days passed.

                                                            
4 The person who is a regular writer of the newspaper and also working for the organization is known as in 
house writer.
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First week, I had learnt how to select articles. Daily Star has a common server which 

is called ‘dsopinion’5. Here, the people send their writings who want to publish their write-up 

in the news paper. I need to open the server everyday and then pick up articles from there.

The process of select any article is different. First, I needed to open the mail then save it in 

the EPCP folder with the file location. EPCP is a common folder in Daily Star network 

places. We can access into this folder from any computer of the department. Then, I had

started editing articles. The editing process was similar with the copy editing course. Then, I 

needed to cut down 1240 words article into 450 words. It was really a challenging one 

because I had to keep the main theme within that words limit. While doing the editing, 

besides words limitation and main theme, I had to focus on grammar, punctuation, and 

spelling. 

Every week I was learning something new and had to work on that new task. Second

week, I had learnt how to work for 'info Graphic”6 My topic was the ferry disaster in 

Bangladesh. After the recent ferry tragedy MV-Miraj_4, Daily Star took the initiative to work 

on that issue. Fortunately, I was assigned to do the work. First, my supervisor taught me the 

process of doing any info graphic. As this work was very new to me, I was very excited to do 

it. Basically, it was all about a research related with graphic design system. I needed to start 

doing research on ferry disaster in Bangladesh since last 10 years. Then, based on that 

research, I made a timeline. There were some contents which I had to find out from every 

disaster occurs in Bangladesh. Explicitly-

i. Year of the incident

ii. Reason behind capsized

                                                            
5 dsopinion is a common server of The Daily Star where people send articles whoever wants to publish their 
write up in the newspaper.
6 Info-graphics is a pattern of news which is based on research and contains graphic design along with the news.
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iii. Number of death

iv. Number of rescue and

v. Number of missing people

By doing research I found that, there are three major reasons for ferry capsized. The

reasons are overcrowding, faulty vehicle and lax rules. Then, based on this information, the 

graphic designer came to put the information in their design. Finally, the graphic designers 

came and gathered all the information and place them together to compose an info graphic. 

Thus, I had done with my work. However, I had learnt something new and I enjoyed doing it. 

By the passing of time, I was coping with the environment of the office as well as 

with my work here. The people around me in the office were very friendly. They were always 

helping me to adjust with all the new surroundings here. However, as it was my 5th week 

running, I was lucky enough to add another new skill in my internship experiences. This 

week, I experienced how to take an interview. I had taken an interview of Dr. Mehedi 

Ansary. He is a professor of civil engineering from BUET. This interview was all about the 

probable consequences of 'earthquake' in Dhaka city. My supervisor taught me the process of 

taking an interview. First, I found out some information about the topic. Then, questionnaire 

was a very essential part for an interview; in fact, it was the main part of an interview. So, I 

had find out some important questions which were relevant with the given topic. To find out 

the questions, I had to do a short research. My focus was to get more information from fewer 

questions. Moreover, time was another vital issue for an interview, because time was 

allocated by the authority. So, it was important to cover the whole interview within that time. 

Lastly, another important thing was to use a recorder when the interview was going on. As it

was the first interview I had ever taken, I was very nervous at the same time excited too. 

However, the scheduled moment came. Before I started my conversation, I have switched on 
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the recorder. After that, I started asking questions to him. He gave all the answers very 

satisfactorily. My questions were like-

 Which parts of Dhaka are most at risk from earthquake?

 What are the pitfalls that can be seen today in Dhaka and its surroundings 

areas   due to a lack of planning for earthquake?

 What are the steps that can be taken by the builders to make sure buildings is 

earth quake resistant?

In this way, the interview ended. After that, one of my senior colleagues and me wrote 

the whole paper to publish in the newspaper. Finally, this interview published in The Daily 

Star on 25th June 2014, titled as "It's better to be safe than sorry." This way, I completed my 

assigned work. 

My academic courses always helped me to understand many terms easily but there 

were also many other things which were totally new to me. As I was a part of editorial 

department, my main work was to edit articles and besides editing I got the chances to do 

other works related with this department. All through this journey in the Daily Star was really 

memorable for me. I learnt many things practically. Hopefully, all these experiences will help 

me in my future work place.
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Third Chapter: The Art of Editing

In this chapter, I will discuss the process of editing and how the news goes through a 

strict system of editing and can only be published after that. So, this chapter will closely look 

at the art of editing and its techniques and troubles. Editing is process where editor/writer 

improves an article or writes up by correcting errors and by making words and sentences 

more precise and more effective. The person involved in this work is generally known as the 

editor. Nevertheless, the process is harder than it seems as an editor must keep many factors 

in his/her mind while working. They must not compromise value, length or the theme and 

therefore, it becomes a challenge to keep the limits. Hicks in the book Writing for Journalists

says that “newspaper follows some typical, traditional approach to news writing – with a 

number of variants” (11). While working as an intern editor at the Daily Star I came to know 

about the process and approaches to editing. I also learned to apply editorial symbols which 

will be discussed here. In addition, this chapter will talk about some troubles of editing that I 

faced while working and this part will also take a look at the differences between news report 

and editorial and why editorial is such an important part for any newspaper. 

3.1 The process of writing a report: 

I have learnt the process of writing a report from one of my academic courses. During 

my internship I got the chance to witness the whole process of repot writing from the 

beginning to end. Once the reporter has gathered all the necessary information regarding the 

news story, s/he then sits down to write it. At this stage, the inverted pyramid7 comes to play

its role. This simply means that the news writer has to break down the information and design 

it chronologically, starting with the most important and ending with the least. While writing

                                                            
7 A writer need to put the information based on importance, so that an editor can maintain a sequence while 
editing the write up. This method is called inverted pyramid. 
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the lead8, the first line that catches the attention of the reader consists of a complete sentence 

that describes the 5Ws (who, where, when, what and why) and 1H (how) concerning the 

story, the body infers the rest of the details where the inverted pyramid technique is executed. 

The reporter needs to decide is s/he will quote directly or indirectly, which in turn depends on 

the position of the person being quoted, especially in the case of an inspector or a member of 

parliament sharing their stance over the matter. It is also crucial that the factual details 

presented by the source regarding any official, firm or organization are presented accurately 

and sincerely in the news by the reporter. A good reporter also tries his best to make the story 

rich in language. It is always useful for him/her to keep a dictionary and a grammar book 

nearby since the writers working under any section of a newspaper are expected to not just be 

proficient in the language but also resourceful while providing information about a particular 

issue. Most importantly, writers need to write in such way that is understandable by the 

general mass. A news writer must always be active and attentive since news stories can be 

about any event that can happen at any time and anywhere. It is always essential for a writer 

to grab the interesting and important news in right time.

3.2 Symbols for correction: 

While editing an article, editors need to use some symbols. As an intern editor of The 

Daily Star, I also required to follow these symbols for correction. Each symbol conveys 

different expressions which are required to use when give correction of an article. At the 

beginning of my work, it was tough for me to remember all the signs appropriately and used 

those in the right place. But eventually, I learned how to use all the signs accordingly. 

However, some of them are given in the chart.

                                                            
8

Lead refers to the first line that catches the attraction of the readers
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3.3 The ultimate stroke: 

The final touch of the paper is known as the ultimate stroke

the title is important for an editor. T

catches the reader’s eye and should be a concise summary of the

words possible. It must be catchy too. 

newsroom receives the news story submitted by the writer. S/he overviews the article, 
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sources and attributions, and consequentially rewrites anything that requires corr

also revises the news so as to find its most interesting angle and improvises the story to make 

it as striking as possible. Another important 

Chart of symbols for editing

The final touch of the paper is known as the ultimate stroke. Firstly, the headline or 

is important for an editor. The editor looks into the headline as it is the first thing that 

catches the reader’s eye and should be a concise summary of the whole story in the 

It must be catchy too. Then, the editor who plays the highest role in a 

receives the news story submitted by the writer. S/he overviews the article, 

looking for the gaps and the missing links if any – the grammatical errors, the validity of the 

sources and attributions, and consequentially rewrites anything that requires corr

also revises the news so as to find its most interesting angle and improvises the story to make 

e. Another important feature that needs checking is the ca
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, the headline or 

as it is the first thing that 

whole story in the least

who plays the highest role in a 

receives the news story submitted by the writer. S/he overviews the article, 

the grammatical errors, the validity of the 

sources and attributions, and consequentially rewrites anything that requires correction. S/he 

also revises the news so as to find its most interesting angle and improvises the story to make 

the caption of the 
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photographs representing the story. It is important that the editor concentrates over the two 

segments, the primary report and the working one, before accepting, changing or creating a 

whole new one to replace the old, as these are actually the most attention-grabbing part of the 

news. A small mistake being overlooked can result in big blunders if not taken care of within 

due time. Once the revision is complete, the news story is finally ready to be published. Then, 

it is sent to the alteration department9 to put it in the newspaper according to allocated place.

3.4 Troubles of editing news

Editing news is an extremely challenging task. An editor has to go through a lot of 

work to re-organize and shape an article or a report keeping it with the customized format of 

the particular newspaper. To my understanding, editing is an art where an editor not only 

takes care of the problems of punctuation and mechanics, but also fits them with the theme of 

the article/write-up. During my internship, I have worked under these conditions and I 

realized that it takes practice, knowledge of the mechanics and semiotics and a problem 

solving attitude. 

To begin with, maintaining word length is a difficult part of editing. Much of my 

initial tasks in the department were maintaining the length and this is where I came to see that 

it was not only about shortening the article but I also had to keep the same weight of the

message delivered in the article. It takes a lot of reviews and re-working as reducing words 

may result in the reduction of important information or points. Besides this, I have 

interviewed people too. This was another challenge as I had to convert recordings into a 

written form and while doing so, I had to face problems like organization and punctuation. 

This again requires time because it is not easy to transform a verbal conversation into a 

written form keeping the same emotion. 

                                                            
9 This department is responsible for placing news in the allocated part of the newspaper.  



Masud 20

Each day came with a new task and a new constraint to work with and I was excited 

to meet challenge and learn new things. All in all, I found this whole experience to be very 

exciting and helpful in developing my editing skill. 

3.5 Difference between news reports and editorials

A common misunderstanding is that news reports and editorial are similar things. 

Rather they are the two sequential part of the process of editing. These two have different 

pattern of writing and also have different purposes to be served. News reports gather factual 

information to explain an incident to the people. In news report it is more important to 

express the incident rather than giving any opinion about that occurrence. On the other hand, 

an editorial is based on authenticity and judgment. Its main purpose is not to inform the fact 

to the people, but to express its opinion about the fact and published news. An editorial is an 

opinion, openly expressed fact in the section of editorial in the news paper. In the editorial, 

the author’s voice is very clearly present. A news article is found in the news section of a 

news paper. To put it in the simplest, news article is supposed to be neutral whereas an 

editorial may have a strong sense of opinion and criticism sometimes. 

Editorials appear in all news papers as news articles are objective and there is no 

chance to give an opinion after reading any news. As a result, people generally tend to read 

the articles without pondering over the issue in depth. This is when editorials come in use as 

it offers the scope to express personal opinion on an issue. Given that we are living in the age 

of information and technology, people don’t have enough time to read others opinion in the 

editorial section on every event. This is why editorial is limited to just two pages of the 

newspaper while the rest of the newspaper carries articles of all kinds. But this does not 

compromise the value of editorials. While the rest of the paper comes with news, reports and 
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articles without any comments or opinions on them but just the factual information, the 

editorial serves as the voice of the newspaper and public opinion in the larger sense. 
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Conclusion

When I first started my internship in The Daily Star, I was not sure what I might face 

in that totally unknown world. But after getting into that environment, meeting people and 

working with them for months, I came to feel that, it is a wonderful place to work in. These 

twelve months of internship has helped me gather lot of experience and has enlarged my 

understanding of how newspapers actually work or what it really takes to be a journalist.

Daily Star gave me an opportunity to apply my academic knowledge into real life workplace. 

No other profession would suit my interest and my expertise as this. My vision of observing

my surrounding has also been changed and I have learnt to think in a broader perspective. As 

I was an intern of the Editorial department, I had to work with many people and their 

different thoughts helped me to understand the effect of news and the value it carries. Once a 

report or an article was to be published it would receive a lot of feedback and reviews which 

is also very helpful for the growth of a journalist. The experiences that I have gained from 

The Daily Star will definitely help me a lot in my future as I embark on my professional life. 

To conclude, I would like to say that this internship at The Daily Star was not an end of a 

journey rather it was the begging of a path that may lead me to greater things. 
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APPENDIX
Articles edited during the internship at “Editorial” department are attached in 

this section for review. 



Article No-1:
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Article No- 2:
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Article No-3 & 4


