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1. Introduction 

The Newspaper is a distributor of the world‟s knowledge and an integral part of our 

everyday life. We cannot imagine our daily life without a piece of newspaper. According to the 

origin of newspaper was in China. China‟s Peking News existed from the 6
th 

to the 14
th

 century. 

The press is one of the most important media. The press as identified with newspapers wields 

immense power. It is so powerful that it has been called the “Fourth Estate” by Thomas Carlyle, 

a Scottish philosopher, satirical writer, essayist, translator, and teacher.  

From the time I became a student of the English and Humanities Department, I wanted to 

pursue career in journalism. My father used to keep both Bangla and English newspaper in our 

house. As a child, I have spent most of my holidays reading newspapers and story books. From 

my childhood, I liked to read and write. I wrote some short stories and poem in Bangla. I always 

wondered how people can write for newspapers, what types of techniques they use and so on. I 

got my answers while taking media courses with my instructor Ms. Roohi Huda in BRAC 

University. She has wonderfully taught us how to write a news article, what are the different 

news value factors etc. 

I pursued my internship at New Age as a part of my graduation requirement in BRAC 

University. I dropped my CV at The Daily Star, New Age and Daily Sun. I was called for 

interview and selected at all these organizations. However, I chose New Age to my internship 

because of the flexible working hours.  

I started my internship at New Age from May 11, 2018 and continued till August 15, 

2018. It was really an amazing journey. During this time I learned more about New Age and how 
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they wrote about various newsworthy incidents. I interned at the National Desk. Throughout my 

internship, my writing skill improved. I gained experience about the topics (features, op-eds, 

obituaries etc.) that I learned before in the text book. I was very professional and dedicated to my 

task. My supervisor and colleagues were very helpful and friendly. They corrected my mistakes 

and show me the right way. 
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2. A Brief History about New Age 

 

Fig 1: New Age 

Source: Google Images 

New Age is one of the leading newspapers in Bangladesh. It started its journey on June 7 

2003. A.Z.M Enayetullah Khan is the founder of the newspaper and the daily is published by the 

Chairman of the Editorial Board ASM Shahidullah Khan on behalf of Media New Age ltd.  

The slogan of New Age is „the outspoken daily‟. New Age always publishes authentic and 

neutral news. Nurul Kabir is the editor of the newspaper. He is a journalist, writer, columnist, 

editor and activist. He is famous for his upright journalism and bold political views. New Age is a 

20 page daily which is prepared approximately by 200 journalists. The length of the newspaper 

can vary according to the amount of information. The news can also be read online in New Age’s 

website https://www.newagebd.net/ published after 12:00 am and the readers can share their 

different opinions there.  

New Age consists of various sections such as National, International, Sports, Editorial, 

Online, Reporting, and Business. Apart from these sections it has different weekly supplements 

https://www.newagebd.net/
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named Trends and Youth. Trends deals with fashion and brands. On the other hand, Youth 

focuses on the various aspects of young people. New Age has its own reporters and also it 

collects news from United News of Bangladesh (UNB) and Bangladesh Songbad Songstha 

(BSS).  These are the top news agencies of Bangladesh. For their international news New Age 

subscribes to Reuters and Agence France Presse. 
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3. The Functioning Process of New Age 

New Age runs its newsroom in a very organized way. A chief news editor runs the 

Central Desk/ National Desk of the New Age. There are eight sub-editors in the editorial section. 

First of all, the reporters submit the news to the Chief News Correspondent. The Chief News 

Correspondent selects the important news. Then the selected news is submitted to the news 

editors‟ desk where the joint news editors edit the news along with the sub-editors. News 

collected from various news agencies is directly sent to the news editor‟s desk. After editing, 

news moves to the deputy editor‟s desk for review. The Deputy Editor prioritizes the news 

according to the news value factors (Timeliness, Proximity, Prominence, Oddity, and 

Consequences) as space is very limited in newspapers. Later, it goes to the page design section 

and sent to the graphic designers‟ desks for the cartoons and pictures to be edited. Then the news 

goes to editor‟s desk for the final approval. Finally, the news is sent to the printing press for 

publication. These are the various types of tasks in a newspaper office. National affairs, political 

news of Bangladesh, crimes, obituary, weather updates, press release and national events are 

edited at the Central Desk/National Desk.  
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4. Interning at the National desk of New Age 

I had to appear for an interview at New Age as a procedure of an internship appointment. The 

Deputy Editor, Farid Ahmed conducted my interview and confirmed my internship at New Age. 

When I started my internship, he designated Abu Shyem Akhund as my supervisor. He is the 

Senior Sub-editor at New Age. During my internship, I took three courses at BRAC University. I 

had to attend classes, submit assignments, sit for examinations, and also do my internship. So it 

was very difficult for me to balance both my studies and internship accordingly. This journey 

became easier because of the support of my family and supervisor.  

The print media is one of the most important media. Television and radio and even electronic 

media cannot always cover news in as much details as the print media. Though we are heading 

towards a digital nation, many people cannot have the facilities of the modern world. There are 

many rural areas where people cannot get internet service. There are still many old people who 

are more comfortable with print media. Some may say working for newspapers might not be 

beneficial anymore. I completely disagree to this point. There are a lot of Bangla and English 

newspapers in Bangladesh. They recruit many people for different types of posts. Students can 

also work in newspapers according to their skills and experience.   

The National desk of the New Age has a chief news editor and seven sub-editors. This section 

covers not only news of Dhaka city but it also covers news about different areas of Bangladesh. 

This department of the newspaper covers all types of national news such as crime news, features, 

political news, news about accidents, suicide, obituary, sports, business and entertainment etc.  
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5. News Reports 

During my three month internship, I had to write articles mostly from press releases. 

Additionally I had to a lot of translation from Bangla to English as the reporters wrote their 

reports in Bangla. While writing a news report I kept in mind the six elements (who, what, when, 

where, why and how) that need to be included in the lead paragraph and added the less important 

and least important information following the lead paragraph. Sometimes the press releases were 

very lengthy, and I had to prepare a precise news article from it.  

Before starting my internship, I completed my Eng401: Editing course with Ms. Roohi Huda 

at BRAC University. She familiarized us with the inverted pyramid format and how to use it for 

writing news. It helped me a lot throughout my internship. In the pyramid format the news report 

is written in a descending order of importance.  Here the most important information is kept on 

top of the pyramid and the least important information is placed at the end. In the middle, there is 

lesser important information. The inverted pyramid format was absorbed into newswriting long 

ago, and exists today as the standard style of reporting news.  
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Fig 2: Inverted pyramid  

Source: Google images 

While writing a news article, I always placed the five W‟s and one H and followed the 

inverted pyramid style. Language is a very important element of a newspaper. As a student of the 

English and Humanities Department, I had to take some literature courses and ELT courses apart 

from the media courses. In literature courses, the instructors want a literary style of explanation 

when writing the assignments and answers in the exams. But in our ENG 401, ENG 404 and 
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ENG 440 courses the instructor always told us to use simple and precise language for writing 

news stories, op-eds, letter to the editor, features etc. My supervisor also told me to use simple 

English so that people can understand the news easily. He also advised me to keep the word limit 

within 150-250 words for news articles. So I had to identify the most important information and 

write the news article briefly.  

Writing a perfect title is a very important task. It should not generally exceed 8-10 words. 

It can also be shorter than the 8-10 word limit. It should be to the point so that the readers can 

understand the gist of the news by looking over it. New Age follows some rules for writing the 

title of the news story. I was advised not to use articles in the title.  They do not also use names 

of people unless he/she is a famous person. Shoulder is another important part of news which is 

used to shorten the title or to indicate a shortened follow-up of a previous news story. For 

example, 
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Fig 3: News Report 

Source: New Age  

Shoulder is used 

in order to shorten 

the title of a news 

story 
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Writing news stories was not a very easy job for me. I faced serious problems while translating 

the reports from Bangla to English. Some Bangla words were completely new to me. Sometimes 

I took help from my supervisor and others colleagues. New Age has its own writing style. It took 

time for me to absorb their British writing style. For example, my supervisor advised me to use 

British dictionary as I often used American words while writing news reports. From then I 

always used British vocabulary at New Age. 

 

Source: New Age 
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6. Translation 

According to Peter Newmark, a professor of translation, “There is no such thing as a perfect, 

ideal or correct translation. A translator is always trying to extend his knowledge and improve 

his means of expression; he is always pursuing facts and words.”(6) 

 

During my internship at New Age, I had to translate mostly from Bangla to English. Every 

newspaper has its correspondents all over the country. New Age also has its regional 

correspondents all over the country. They send news reports on incidents happen in particular 

areas. The news reports are written in Bangla. The region-based correspondents are advised to 

write their reports in Bangla so that the editors can have the actual information without any 

mistakes as the regional correspondents are not very good at expressing themselves in English.   

As I have mentioned earlier, I had to translate the regional reports and also the press releases 

on a daily basis at New Age. During the last one month of my internship, I had to translate all the 

news articles given to me from Bangla to English. Before interning at New Age, I never realized 

that translation is so important for writing news articles. I used both word for word and sense for 

sense translation techniques for translating articles. I leaned these techniques from my Eng465: 

Translation Studies course in BRAC University.  

Word for word technique is not applicable for all types of news stories. Similarly, the sense 

for sense technique is not suitable for all types of articles. Most of the time, I used both the 

techniques to write the news reports. For example, I could not change names like Karim Mia or 

Munshiganj etc. I used to use „metaphrase‟ for these type of translation. „Metaphrase‟ means 



Monika 17 
 

“word by word and line by line translation.” (Munday 25) Most of the reports contained a lot of 

quotations. Thus, I chose only the relevant quotations and translated the gist.  

Apart from these, I also had to paraphrase reports and keep the meaning of the source texts 

the same.  

I faced a lot of difficulties when I had to translate the report first and then edit it. As I have 

mentioned earlier, some Bangla words were completely new to me. I had to read a lot the reports 

or press releases sent by the regional correspondents, and then I looked for the exact English 

word in order to translate news articles. It was very difficult to find out the most appropriate 

English words in order to express the meaning of the Bangla words sometimes. My supervisor 

and colleagues helped me while I was translating news reports. For example, „      ’was a 

completely new word for me. Also, we can easily translate the Bangla word „      ’ as „dead 

body‟ in English. But New Age uses deceased instead of dead body. I had to keep that in mind 

while translating.   

The theoretical knowledge I gained about translation from my Eng465: Translation Studies 

course at BRAC University, I practically applied them during my internship at New Age. 
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Source: New Age 
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7. Press Release 

Basically press release is an official statement that reports specific information about a 

particular matter. News media cannot access all sorts of news due to authorization issues. As a 

result, they are dependent on press releases in order to inform the public about the important 

news. Press release works as a medium of communication among the organizers of any event, 

concert etc. the newspaper offices and the public. It carries important notices that people need to 

know. Press releases are sent from different organizations like different institutions, the 

government, the non-government organizations, and religion based organizations. Some 

examples include BRAC University, IUB, BUP, BRAC NGO, Siddika Madrasa, Bangladesh 

Power Development Board, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK), 

ICCB, Islamic Foundation Bangladesh etc.  

At the beginning of my internship at New Age, I had to write press releases mostly. Press 

releases dealt with hard news and I used to follow the inverted pyramid format for writing a 

press release.  

Like other news articles, title is very important for a press release. It was very difficult to 

sum up the whole story within 8-9 words. I also had to paraphrase it and organize the 

information accordingly. Press releases are very lengthy, and they contain many irrelevant 

information. I had to identify the most important information and organize the press releases. For 

example, from one of the press releases sent from IUB, I wrote about „the United Asian Debating 

Championship‟ held at IUB. The press release was very lengthy. In order to write an article from 

it, I had to only mention the names of the guests, and also their designations including the 

organizations in which they worked correctly.  
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It was my job to include the most relevant quotations and write a news article including only 

those. I also shortened some quotations and kept only the most important part of the quotations 

intact in news articles.  

Initially, I used to write the news reports in present tense. Sometimes I was confused about 

whether I should choose present or past tense. My Supervisor advised me to write the articles in 

past tense always, as the readers read the news reports after they have been published, which in 

other words is after they had taken place.  

As I have mentioned earlier, New Age has its own writing style. For instance, they prefer 

small letter for „prime minister‟. Also, adding „said a press release‟ is mandatory at the end of 

one or two sentences. For example, based on information from a press release I wrote a news 

report about a journalist being killed in Shariatpur. I wrote, “The Upazilla Nirbahi Officer of 

Shariatpur, Md. Ziaur Rahman has threatened to kill a local journalist of daily Jai Jai Din, said a 

press release.”  

Press releases are published under the Byline of Staff Correspondent. Byline is a line at the 

head of a newspaper carrying the writer‟s name. The news stories sent by the regional 

correspondents are published under the bylines of that area.  

Some press releases sent to New Age were in English but some were in Bangla. I faced more 

difficulties writing news reports from press releases written in Bangla than in English. It was 

difficult to find the exact same word in English that expressed the meaning of the Bangla word 

accurately. 
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Source: New Age 
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Source : New Age 
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8. Relating Theories with Internship Experience 

As my concentration was on Media and Cultural Studies, I came across different theories 

related to media and journalism in different courses. Eng331: Introduction to Cultural Studies: 

Theory and Practice course is one of the courses of the Media and Cultural Studies stream. The 

instructor, Professor Firdous Azim, has familiarized us with different theories in this course. At 

that time, the theories were completely new to me. Eventually, when I started my internship at 

New Age, I could relate some of the theories with my tasks.  

Panopticon and Gaze: 

In Michael Foucault‟s “Discipline and Punish”, the late eighteen century English 

philosopher Jeremy Bentham‟s model of panopticon was illustrated as a metaphor for the 

contemporary technologies of mass surveillance. He defines panopticon as a medium of power 

used in balancing the society and community which people are living in. “As Jeremy Bentham 

proposed in his Panopticon; or The Inspection House (1787), a model for efficient prison and 

neighborhood control would be the panopticon.” The panopticon structure was designed to be an 

architectural algorithm for being used in prisons, schools, cities and factories in order to 

reinforce a system of social control.  

Michael Foucault further discussed the concept in his essay, “The Eye of Power” through 

a conversation with Jean-Pierre and Michelle Perrot. He said, “A perimeter building in the form 

of a ring. At the center of this, a tower, pierced by large windows opening on to the inner face of 

the ring. The outer building is divided into cells each of which traverses the whole thickness of 

the building. These cells have two windows, one opening on to the inside, facing the windows of 

central tower, the other, outer one allowing daylight to pass through the whole cell. All that is 
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then needed is to put an observer in the tower and place in each of the cells a lunatic, a patient, a 

convict, a worker or a schoolboy. The back lighting enables one to pick out from the central 

tower the little captive silhouettes in the ring of cells. In short, the principle of the dungeon is 

reversed; daylight and the overseer‟s gaze capture the inmate more effectively than darkness, 

which afforded after all a sort of protection.” (147) 

Moreover, in the essay another term „Gaze‟ is mentioned and described as “the 

techniques of power used within the Panopticon.”(154) Gaze talks about the idea that every 

person is watched by the controllers. It also says that people tend to have a sense of control when 

they know about the surveillance. For example, when we go for shopping in a super market, we 

are being watched to make sure we do not steal anything from there.  

I can relate this theory to my internship experience. The media works like a panopticon. 

People cannot hide their wrong deeds. Different news media work 24 hours to observe people 

and write news articles based on their activities. New Age has its correspondents all over the 

country. They regularly send reports on various incidents happening around them. The news 

articles carry the names of the people who commit crime and also the names of the people 

related to the incidents. As a consequence, general people also know that they are being 

observed. So they become more careful about their behavior when they are being observed.  

 

Tourists and Vagabonds:  

Another theory I can relate with my internship work experience is „Tourists and 

Vagabonds‟ from the book Globalization: The Human Consequences by Zigmunt Bauman. The 

deployment of new technologies has brought a new dimension in communication all over the 
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whole world. Distance loses its meaning to them. Now people throughout the world are globally 

connected. “There are no „natural borders‟ any more, neither are there obvious places to 

occupy.”(77) The use of technologies such as television, mobile, computer etc. has connected 

people from different corners of the world. Now a person can know what is happening in USA or 

Europe by sitting in the room and using the internet. “Nowadays we are all on the move.”(77) 

With this line Bauman explains that people do not stick to one particular thing for a long time. 

They always crave something new. For example, people constantly change channels while 

watching TV, jump from Facebook to YouTube in search of new information. Similarly, people 

always look for latest news in newspapers. New Age always provides unique and latest 

information in order to satisfy the readers.   

In this essay, Bauman also talks about the constant needs of consumers in a consumer 

society. People are tired of old things. They always run after new things. There is no limit of 

their desire for something new.  

Newspapers also deal with the constant need of breaking news to the readers. People 

always look for headlines or breaking news in both newspapers and the internet. They always 

look for latest news in the newspapers. As there are many newspapers and all the newspapers 

provide almost the same news stories. Providing unique information is very important in order to 

grab the attention of the readers.  

While interning at New Age, I observed the urge of the editors to publish the same news 

in a different manner from the other newspapers as in unique headlines, word selection for the 

news story and sometimes also a different angle. People are attached to breaking news. For 

example, during the transport strike in October, people were desperately in need of latest news. 
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As there was no public transport on the roads, people needed to know the updated news on an 

urgent basis. During the transport strike, general people were completely dependent on 

newspapers and TV channels to know the current news.  The transport strike was the headline in 

every newspaper and all the newspapers were trying to provide unique information to 

differentiate themselves. All the newspapers were constantly publishing latest news in order to 

satisfy the readers.  For example, New Age also published news on the transport strike and the 

headlines were, “Striking Transport workers assault journalists, drivers at Jatrabari,” “Infant dies 

as transport workers block ambulance” etc.  New Age always tries to satisfy its readers by 

publishing authentic news stories. They do not publish news reports on the same topics for too 

long. New Age also prioritizes its readers and publishes news with unique information to satisfy 

their need.  

 

Link-http://epaper.newagebd.net/29-10-2018/1 
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Link-http://epaper.thedailystar.net/index.php?opt=view&page=1&date=2018-10-29 

These are the two headlines from two different newspapers on the same topic. The first 

news story was published in New Age and the second news was published in The Daily Star 
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during transport strike. Both of the newspapers published news on the same topic, but the 

headlines and word selection are different.  

 

 

Mediascapes: 

In the essay “Modernity at Large,” Arjun Appadurai introduces us with five scapes of 

globalization. According to Appadurai there is a new spread of culture, information, etc. due to 

globalization. He has mentioned five dimensions of global cultural flow and they are 

ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes, financescape, and ideoscapes. I would relate 

mediascapes with my intership experience. Mediascapes is the movement of media around the 

world and how it allows distant cultures to view each other. “ Mediascapes refer both to the 

distribution of the electronic capabilities to produce and disseminate information (newspaper, 

magazines, television stations, and film production studios), which are now available to a 

growing number of private and public interests throughout the world, and to the images of the 

world created by these media.”(35) Appadurai says media creates an imaginary world and 

through this imaginary world people get connected with other cultures. Through media people 

can know what is happening around the world. We are seeing the world through the eye of media 

and believing them.  

Newspaper is also a media through which we get know what is happening around us. 

Journalism is not an easy task. It is the journalists‟ duty to reveal the authentic information so 

that general people can rely on them fully.  
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9. Internet and Journalism 

Nowadays the availability of internet has increased and it is a lot easier for general people to 

use it. The advancement of technologies has changed the traditional idea of news. Newspapers 

have their pages on Facebook, Twitter etc. People are constantly using social media and getting 

their desired news. Almost every newspaper has its online version. Previously people were solely 

depended on daily newspapers. Only these dailies had all the latest news stories. But now we can 

get news by only using Facebook or Google any time. Moreover, the e-paper has a section 

named archive from where we can find any published news of any date. 

In present times, everyone is posting photos and videos in social media platforms. For 

example, people post photos or videos on eve teasing, accidents, harassment and so on. Earlier 

the newspaper authorities only had to focus on the hardcopy of the newspapers. But now they are 

equally active in publishing the news online. They face more pressure than before as general 

people get the actual news through the internet.  
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10. Conclusion 

Interning at New Age was completely a new experience for me. During this time, I could use 

my theoretical knowledge with internship experience. This report focuses on the history of New 

Age, news stories, translations, press releases. Additionally, it shows how I could relate some 

theories that I learnt from my university courses with the internship experience.  

At present, media is one of the most powerful tools in the world and journalists play vital role 

in spreading the exact incident happening all over the world through this tool. The different 

newspapers should always provide the authentic news stories and never mislead general people 

by providing fake information. During my internship at New Age, I observed that the editors 

verify each and every  information and then edit it. They are always conscious about publishing 

correct information in news reports and they work really hard to satisfy their readers.  

It was hard for me to balance my internship at New Age and classes at BRAC University 

during the month of holy Ramadan. But I could manage both because of the support of my 

Supervisor and colleagues. Initially, I made many mistakes while writing and editing reports, but 

gradually I learnt the techniques. I got the opportunity to know how New Age functions by 

interning there. It helped me to be professional and cooperative. Writing about new incidents was 

very exciting for me. This internship has increased my interest towards working for newspapers 

in the future. It encouraged me to be honest, responsible, and hardworking and disciplined in 

professional life. I have learnt to work under pressure and handle tough situations. It has been a 

great honour to be a part of New Age. Hopefully, this journey will help me in my professional 

life in future.  
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